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INTRODUCTION

Oscar Wilde, the nineteenth century Irish playwright and satirist,
once remarked that no map of the world is worth a glance that dpes not
have "Utopia" on it. Certainly, the world has been generously endowed
with people who attempted to create perfect societies. The pervasive-
neas of the pattern invices the serious student of history to seek an
explanation. The most obvious one is that man has dreamed of utopia
since he discovered his ability to dream. At times man has writtem
about utopia as a means of political eriticism such as 5ir Thomas More
did in the sixteenth century. At other times writings have been "enthu-
siastic" and hawve centered upon chiliastic expectations. TFrom the
ancient Essenes to the modern day Children of God, men has dreamed and
sought a basis of reslity for these dreams. More than anyone else
though, Americans have dreamed.l

With the discovery and colopnization of the continents in the
western hemisphere, & wvhole new horizon was opened for the settlement
of utopilan communities. Whether it was the Puritans sesking policical
freedom, or the people of the Ephrata Cleoister seeking religlous purifi-
cation and socisl separation, Horth America prowvided a2 haven for
vtopians from the start. OColonial America offered subtle protection
gince it was surrounded by a moat. With the advent of the United States,

communalists found democracy advantageous to their growth. With am

lvernun L. Parrington, Jr., American Dresms (New York: BRussell
and Russell, Ine., 1964), p. VIIL.




unending supply of cheap lands and a limitless source of adherents,
utopia had a prospective future in the American forest.

One of the most productive perlods of enthusfastiec fervor in
United States history occurred during the early 1840's. The Oneida
Perfectionists embarked on their communal experiment in Madison County,
Hew Yorl; the Millerites prepared for the judgment dav: Ann Lea's
Shakers were expanding their communal enterprise; and Joseph Smith's
Hormons were experimenting with the idea of communal living. The
center of activity for enthusiasm was located in western Hew York,
where the land was "bummnt-over' with religious fervor. Whitney R. Cross,
a present day historian, suggests that the economic, socizl, and reli-
gious inheritance of the area lowered its reszistence, and made it
susceptible to enthusiasm.?

Koreshan Unity, one of the movements that emerged f£rom the area,
is in many ways an archetype utopian community: communistic and
millennialistic, as well as originating in the "burned-over' district
of New York. Dr. Cyrus Reed Teed, the group's founder, was a youth in
western New York during the 1840's. As with many of his contemporaries,
Teed was "infected" by éhe fervor which had spread so rapidly across
western MNew York. Following the Civil War, this infectlion manliested
itself in the form of Dr. Teed's "illumination.'' . He displayed the
characteristics of a charismatic leader, and his followers were typlcal

of these caught up in religious enthusizsm, It is with Dr. Teed's

utopian experiment that our interest lies.

Eﬁhitney R. Cross, The Burned-owver District (Hew York: Harper
and Row, 19&85), Cross deals extensively with the religious movements
of western Mew Yorlk.




CHAFTER 1

THE ILLIMINATION OF A DREAM

Cyrus Reed Teed, the Founder of Horeshanity, was the ultimate
product of the chance convergence of Ewo migrants in a4 migratory so=
ciety., At the turn of the nineteenth century, settlement beyond New
York's Appalachian Mountains began, From New England, pioneers traveled
into western New York to settle on the rich lands where they could farm
and raise families, Besides the standard family needs, settlers brought
with them the Yankee inheritance of religious intensity., Whether Comn=
gregationalist, Baptist, or Methodist they felt a genuine concern for
their relationship with God. Others though, were also concerned for the
pioneers' souls, and so missionaries were sSent from the various New
England states to carry the "Word of God" to the settlers.l

With the cessation of hostilities of the War of 1812 came reli-
gious upheavals which "surpassed all previous experiences.”" The mis-
sionaries of the area were in constant demand. Ope such misslonary was
Qliver Tuttle who had traveled from Conpecticut im 1809 to preach to the

settlers. He had taken a wife a year later and settled im Jtica, Later

he moved to Meredith, Delaware County, Hew York where he raised a fam-

ily,z

lwhitney R. Cross, The Burned-over District, ch. II.

Ewhitney R. Cross, The Burned-over District, p. 1ll; George
Frederick Tuttle, The Descendants of William and Elizabath Tuttle Who
came from Old to ¥ew England in 1635, and Settled in Hew Haven in 1639
{Ruthland, ¥t.: Tuttle and Company, 1883), pp. 255-2537,




4

At Meredith the Tuttles raised four daughters and one son. The
children grew up in the midst of the New York reviwals and thus they
were surely influenced by the enthusiasm. In April of 1836 the Tuttle's
youngest dawghter, Sarah Ann, married Jesse Teed, an'inventor" from
Moravia, New York with a Yankee heritage similar to the Tuttles.s

Jesse and Sarah Tuttle Teed settled dovm to farm and ralse a
family in Wew York. Their home in Delaware County was on the periphery
of the burned-over district of the western portion of the state, It
has been reported that Jesse Teed was a succesaful country doctor, but
considering his wide variety of vocational enterprises, most of which
concentrated on industries, this seems doubtful, Cyrus Reed was the
gecond of eight children. He displaved oraterical powers as a young
man, %0 1t was often suggested he enter the ministxy, preferably of the
family's denomination - Baptist.®

At an early age Cyrus dropped out of schoel to work as a driver
on the Erie Canal., The probable cause for his leaving school was to
help his ever growing family meet expens&s*j But whether hiz family
needed the money or not, Delaware County held a poor record in both
adult literacy end commom school attendance.® There was no social pras-

gure nor mandatory regulations to keep a child in scheol. Cyrus, then,

3Ge¢r3e Frederick Tuttle, The Descendants of Tuttle, pp. 233=257.

4"sure he is the Prophet Cyrus," The New York Times {hereafter
cited WYT), August 10, 1884, p. 1; Laurence W, Bubbett, Biogrsphical
Sketch of Dr, Cyrus Beed Teed (Koreshy (Estereo, Florida: Guiding Star
Publishing House, W.D.), p. 13 John 5. Duss, The Harmonists (FPhiladel-
phia: Poreupine Press, Inc., 1972), p. 297; George Frederick Tuttle,
The Descendants of Tuttle, pp. 235-257,

Jpubbett, Sketch, p. 1; Duss, Harmonists, p. 297.

Sihitney R. Cross, The Burped-over District, pp. 91 and 100,




fit into a common growp of children who left school in order to earn
their own keep,

After working on the canal for a number of years, Teed began to
look for a career. From Utica Teed's uncle, Dr, Samwel F. Teed, invited
him to travel to that city and study medicine. Teed, hawving been
interested for some time in the medical professiom, immediately accepted
the offer and moved there with his young bride, Delia M. Rowe Teed.

Mizs Rowe, who was Teed's second cousin, was married to him on April 13,
1859, 1Imn 1882, two wyears after the birth of their only child, Arthur
Douglas Teed, the Teeds moved to Hew York Eity.? There he attended the
Ecelectic Medical College of Hew York, to complete his education.

Interrupting his education, Teed enlisted in the Union Army.
Teed's purpose for joining the army can only be conjectured. The two
atrongest possibilities were patriotism and fear of conscription. Con-
sidering Teed's short service of fifteen months, as well as his hesita=
tion to enlist until 1863, it might be supposed that he wolunteered for
the service so that he might enter the medicel corps apd thus avoid
being drafted into the infantry. Whatever his purpose for entering the
army, he was able to secure a position with a field hospital where he
served "honorably as an army physician and aurgeun-"ﬂ At the end of
the war, Teed returned to civilian life and resumed his studies at the
Eclectic Medical College which emphasized the mediciunal properties of

herbs and roots. Upon graduation, Teed, his wife and their son traveled

TH. Stanley Hanson, "4 Resume of the Life of Dr. Cyrus Teed and
Followers,'" Fort Myers Press (heveafter cited FMP), December 31, 1908,
p. .

Buuas, Harmonists, p. 297; Hanson, "A Resume of Teed," p. 4.



te Utica to begin his practice as a medical doctor. In his spare time
he began to experiment in what he termed elector-alchemy, seeking a
scientific means to immnrtality.g

In the autumn of 12869, Teed intenszified his studies. He was
convinced that there was a way to direct and regulate "human 1ife
forces,” and it was up to men in the medical pEEfeséI;E-tﬁ find the key
to this comcept. He based his theory on the alchemical principle of
transputation. Within this principle he found the key to the conguest
of human suffering and disease. Then one night, he discovered the way
to transform one metal into ancother, by "tranasforming matter of cme

'energy' through

kind to its equivalent 'energy', and in reducing this
polaric influences, to matter of another kind.“lﬂ In this discovery he
claimed to be able to transform a plentiful base metal into precipitation
of golden dust. He had found the "Philosophers Stone." After a search
by mankind for thousands of years for a means to transform stome to

gold, Dr. Cyrus Reed Teed believed he had found success. Of course,

the gold was visible enly through the most powerful microscope; but still,
he had found the key to man's great search. With this great power he
realized that he could cause to appear his "highest idea of creative
heauty,”ll and his "true conception of her who must constitute the en-

vironing form of the masculinity and Fatherhood of Being. rid

1E"‘Bl.ﬂ::d::matI'_, Sketeh, p.o 1.

10¢oresh [Cyrus R. Teed ], The Illumination of Koresh: Marvelous
Experience of the Great Alchemist at Utica, New York {(Estero, Florida:
Guiding Star Publishing House, W.D.J), p. 2.

Mygoresh, Illumination, p. 5. Certainly Teed's optimism about baing
able to call forth his "creative besuty" must be seen from the standpoint
that he 1s looking back at his "Illuminaticn."

121b4d., pp. 1-5.



7
Following his discovery of the "Fatherhood of Being,' Teed began
to concentrate, trying to materialize his cuntept;13

suddenly, I experienced a relaxatien at the oceiput or
back part of the brain, and a peculiar buzzing tension

at the forehead or sincuput. Succeeding this was a soft
tension about the organs of the brain called the lyra,
cruva, pinealis, and conarium. There gradually. spread
frem the center of my brain to the extremities of my body,
and, apparently to me, inte the auralc sphere of my belang,
miles outside of my body, a vibration so gentle, sofe,

and duleiferous that I was impressed to lay myself upon
the bosom of this gently oscillating ocean of magnetic

and spiritual ecstasy. 1 realized myself gently yielding
to the impulse of reclining upon vibratory sea of this, my
newly found delight. My every thought but one had departed
from the contemplation of earthly and material things. I
had but & lingering, wvague rememberance of matural con-
sciousness and desire,

In the impulse of that last remmant of material
thought I put forth, as I supposed, my material arm and
hand to experience some familiar touch - but there was no
response. . . L started in alarm, for I felt that I had de-
parted from all material cthings, perhaps forewver.

There began to merge various shades of gold and purple. As they began
to focalize, there appeared the ultimate beauty in the feminine gender
with "golden tresses of profusely luwuriant growth owver her shoulders.'
Dregged in a gown of purple and gold, she was standing upon a silwvery
crescent, and in her ha;d was Mercury's Caduceus.l?

The "Goddess" described herself as the "emviromment" of which
Teed had become a part. Teed had lost his physical identity, and had
becoma one with the goddess. From the union or "quickening" of Teed

and his "Mother and Bride,'" the "Sons of God" were to come into exist-

ence. In the course of the vision, the divine being disclosed that She

131bid,, p. 5.
41bid., pp. 5-6.

131bid., p. 11.



had watched Teed pass through history, and had then clothed him "in
another body, and watched him therain.”lﬁ "I have nurtured thee
through countless embodiments," and "I have seen thee as thou has
wandered through the labyrinthine coilings of times spiritual trans-
migrations."!? The principle of reincarnation was unfolded before
Teed, and became a major theme in Teed's philusuphy.la

At this time it may serve us to examine several passages within
Teed's descriptions, beth to see Teed's view of himself, and his view
of history. Whether Teed manufactured this vision to legitimize his
claims te divinity, or belileved that it was an authentic manifesta-
tion of higher reality, he acted like a man who possessed truth and
converted it into alperscmal philezophy.

In any case, Teed claimed that in the latest of his divine
incarnations he had been elevated by the Goddess to the "pinnacle of
thy celestial aspiratiﬂﬁi“lg He was the incarnate embodiment of Jesus
Christ, therefore he had attained a greater state of perfection than
the Hazarene, Having told him of this state of perfection, the Goddess
added, "the broken continuity of perpetual dying, is gone from thee
forever," 20 Thus Teed concluded that he had reached the pianacle of
perfection, and was standing on the threshold of the new millennium.

History, to Teed, took the cyclical form, repetition slways advancing

15—;&1‘.“5_'5 F-! g
Yibid., p. 8.
13@3&*: pp. 8, 9, and 11,
lgnI-b_idi"‘: Fl- Eq-

O1pid,, p. 9.



towards a greater state of perfection. In the Hegelian sense, Teed

was standing at the end of history, looking back at man's past

endeavors. The aggregation of human endeavors had advanced man to

the point where, through Teed's "quickening" of his "Mother and Bride",

the "Sons of God" would be created and the new millemnium would arrive.’’
A8 with most charismatic religious leaders, Teed was able to

summon his deity, and question her about her esseance, He asked if she

was the "only and highest Majesty. . . the Father and Son but one in

niZ She replied that he had spoken the truth, for she was the

three.
Father, Son, and Mother in one = this concept shall be discussed in
depth at a later point - and she concluded with the premise that in

the future she would walk by Teed's side in mortal society. This
experience led Teed to the realization that he had uncovered the "mystic
law" which caused the theccrases on Enoch, Elijah, and Jesus. Meta-
psychosis or transmigration of the soul, and its correlate thought of
absorption into Nirvana, had stimulated Teed's desires Co "become
identical with the Truth who made all things with his creative and

mysterious ’enersy'."za

That sutumn in 1869, Dr. Cyrus Reed Teed, of Utica, Mew York,
had discovered the key to cosmologleal understanding, the "Philosophers
Stona.” He had beepn instructed that he was to establish the rebinding

of God to man. TUnder the guise of his new name and commission,

2yv1d., pp. 7, B and 9.

221b4d., pp. 12 and 13.

*31bid., pp. 14 and 18.
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petween John Duss, president of Economy, and Fredrick Feucht, a leading
fgigure of the group, in their battle for comtrol of the group. It was
reported that Duss admired Teed to the extent that he sent his miece
to live in Teed's community house in Chicago,2’

About 1873, while Dr. Teed was visiting the Harmonists, Mrs.
Teed's health began to fail, and so she apd their son, Acthur, went to
1ive with her sister, Mra. Wickham, in Binghampton., Here she and her
son remained till 1885 when she died. Unfortunately there are mo
records to reveal Dr., Teed's reaction to his wife's death, for he had
traveled to Eew York City to spread his “truths.”" Arthur Teed was sent
to the home of a Mrs. Streeter to live after his mother's death. Mrs,
Streater became both the financial and spiritual impetus to Arthur's
later art studies in !.I:nl:,r.za

As Teed traveled throughout western New York evangelizing, he
found the mesd to reach proselytes more efficiently. His first effort
at the publication of a religious newspaper came with the first edition
of the "Herald of the New Covenant of New Jerusaleam" of which a total
of five issues were published as funds became available, Published in
the town of Sandy Creek, New York, it served as a means for Teed to
pPropagate his ideas while still practicing medicine in the winter of
1879. But Sandy Creek was not an advantageous lecation in which to
begin the world's salvation, so in 1880 Koresh and some of his disciples

went to Moravis to establish their first communistic home. In Moravia,

Tead's family offered him the management of the mop factory which they

ZTDuas, Harmonists, p. 299; Bubbett, Sketch, p. 2; Karl J. R.
Arndt, George Rapp's Succesgors and Material Heirs: 1847-1316 {Teaneck:

Fairleigh Dickersom Unlversity Press, 1971}, p. 231,

28pahn, "Outline," p. 1.



owvned, possibly as an attempt to draw his attention away from the reli-
glon his father never accepted, At the Moravian experiment Teed's
associates were: his sister Bmma and her husband Albert E. Norton, his
brother Oliver, Mr. Albert Merton, Mrs, Ellen M, Woolsey, Mrs. Sarah E,
Paterson, and Mrs. Ada D, Welton with her two small daughters. Within
two years the adventure ended in failure, probably due te economic
problems as well as pressure from the Moravian community when Mrs. Woolsey
left her husband to join Teed's group. After the dissolution of the
association Cyrus and his brother, Oliver, vho graduated from the Phila-
delphia Narionasl Eclectic Medical Association in 1868, set up a medical
office in Syracuse, New York.2?

. In Syracuse, Dr. Teed developed a lucrative practice. He zand

his brother opened an office on West Onondaga Street, '"one of the most
aristocratic streets in the city."?0 The brothers Teed practiced their
eclectic medicine, and Cyrus preached his religious doctrine with a2 fair
amount of success. The "best people™ in town were their clientele, until
charges were made accusing Teed of having obtained money from a
Mrs. Charles Cobb of Syracuse, and her mother Mrs., Willis of Camden,

Méw York, under the pretense that he was the second Christ. Possibly
this was just a case of Mras. Cobb losing interest in Dr, Teed, and trying
to force a refund of her money. This event led to Dr. Teed leaving his
most successful business adventure and moving to New York City where

“hard times" forced him to seek a loan from Dr. Andrews to carry nn.uu

Mmmm#n_ "gutline," p. 2; Duss, Harmonists, p. 299; “Prophet Cyrus,'
p. l; Linton, "Taped Conversation,"

..w_n____..mu..n_ﬁ—.,m.n Cyrus," p. 1.

Miprophet cyrus,” p. 1; Rahn, “"Outline," p, 2.
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Teed had wade the acquaintance with Mrs. Thankful H. Hale during
his travelings in New York City. 5he had been deeply impressed with his
teachings. In September of 1886, she was invelved with the convention of
the National Asscciation of Mental Science, a group which believed in
mental healing. She was able to persuade the group to invite Dr, Teed
to speak in Chicago, and to send him the funds for the trip, The conven-
tion was certainly grateful for Mrz. Hale's guidance, for after hearing
Dr. Teed's presentation before the convention, which unfortunately has
not been preserved, the sugpestion was made that Teed be elected its
president. The decision was unapnimeous, The Mental Science assogiation
had found 2 leader, and Dr. Teed had found a ready made organized follow-
ing with a definite affinity with his teachingz. Within one month, Teed
reshaped the group and had formed the “"World's College of Life." By
June of 1887 he had trained a teaching staff of fourteen women and awarded
them their "Psychic and Pneumic Therapeutic Doctorates."32

What sort of people followed Dr. Teed in Chicagoe? As R. A. Knox,
2 noted historian of religiouws movements, suggests, "enthusiasm iz a
disease, not of the starved, but of the full-fed organism. . 133 fho
were these full-fed individusls who found leadership in Dr. Teed, and who
helped create a college at two and four College Place on the south side

of Chicage? Perhaps it would be wise to remember that Dr. Teed attracted

"the best people" in Syracuse, and that he was endorsed by the Pastor of

Ezﬂﬂﬂﬂig Michel, "The Koreshan Unity Settlement," AE, September,
1974, p. 1; Duss, Harmonists, p. 2%9; Bubbett, "Sketch," p. 2; "The
Koreshan Leader Wins,'" FMP, July 1, 1837, p. &; Cyrus R. Teed, Metaphysics
{Chicago: World's College of Life, hand dated June 11, 1887), p. &;
Hedwig Michel, "The Pioneer Settlementc," AE, May, 1966, p. 2.

33Rﬁnald A. Fnox, Enthusiasm: A Chapter in the History of Religion
with Special Reference to the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1961), p. 105,




the First Methodist Episcopal Church there. In remarking about the various
people involved in enthusiastic religions whom he met, John Duss of the
Harmony Soclety stated that he had met few who were as agreeable or as

real as Dr. Teed 3%

By far, the majority of those who joined Teed's group were women,
and often women who were frustrated with marriage. The Koreshans, those
who followed Koresh, were made up largely of middle-class educated
people, "intellectual and refined people, students of human ethics with a
sincere desire to better the condition of those worse off than themselves, ">
The immediate following in Chicago of his associates varied in number,
ranging from fifty to one hundred snd ten in 1893, They were an extremely
cohesive group, for even in the face of police investigations caused by
a rival, no scandals developed within his origimal Chicago gruup.35

Koresh is described by the Chicago press as a "smooth shaven man
of fifcy-four, whose brown, restless eyes glow and burn like live cualn.“J?
He dressed in a black Prince Bdward coat that hung to his knees, "his
immaculate linen glistened with unusual luster amid ita somber surround-
1n;:."3! His oratorical gifts had been praised since his days in Delaware

County, This ability was put to use at lectures he presented to the

Ympeed Sued Eor $100,000," NYT, Jume 10, 1892, p, 6; Duss,
Harmonists, p. 302.

35"pr, Teed's New Jerusalem," FMP (reprinted from the Chicago
Herald, April 26, 1894), p. 4.

Jﬁﬁlltn Newcomb, "Converssation with Lynn Rainard," March, 1973.
"Miss Vesta™ iz the oldest remaining member living at the Unitv =t Estero.
She has been a member for eighty years; "The Koreshans Hit Back,” FMP
(originally published in the Chicago Jourpal, Movember 15, 1898), p. 1.

3 o Jerusalem," p. &.

3E"Hn:ulhﬂn Wins," p. 1.



153
public, In his lectures he would first present Koreshan scientific
cosmological belief, bath thé&ry and practice, using the rectilineator
or straight line argument to prove we lived inside a hollow earth; then
he would discuss the group's religious beliefs. Control of his followers
was exerted through the different managers of the erganization, for Teed
held ne official puaition.jg

Perhaps we can understand Dr. Teed better by considering him as a
charismatic religious enthusiast, He had am air about him which persuszsded
people to accept his beliefs, He had the ability to captivate his audi-
ence, as he did in his speech to the Mental Science Association. His
followers gave him their faith in toto. Once a young man, Lin Linton,
was asked by an angry group of men at a street rally who he thought Teed
was, Lin replied, "the Almighty God!"™ Over and over again members showad
Teed this sort of total commitment. In order to command this belief

though, the charismatic figure must alsc believe in himself_Im

The Chicago Tribune once made the gbservation that Teed was un=-

doubtedly sincere, and that "how firmly convinced he iz of the wltimate
triumph of his new doctrine, and of his own Christ-nature, is shown by
the fact that he has started 2 new era, . . Anno Koresh."*l 4 zealous
religious Figure, such as Teed, whether or not he was what he claimed,
will display a certain trait. Self-confidence is a common characteristic
of religious leaders. Through constant preaching, religious thought and

writing, the figure will lose any subtle distinction between himself and

SQBubbett, Sketeh, p. 1; "He is Messiah No Longer," FMP, June 1,
1502, p. 1; "New Jerusalem," p. 1.

400 yanr Jerusalem,” p. 4; Linton, "Taped Conversation."

ﬁl”mew Jerusalem,” p. 4.
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his deity. They merge into one being. An example of this trait could
be made with apy mumber of figures, but an easy parallel would be James
Mayler of England. He had a striking resemblance to pictures of the
Mazareneé; throogh his constant preaching of the scriptures as a Wesleyan
disciple (he was a close friend of John Wesley) he lost any ability to
differentiate between himself and his concept of Christ. They merged
into ong; thus he and Christ were ﬂl‘lﬂ.ﬁ'z

Like Wayler, Ann Lé¢ and sundry others, Teed was "convinced., . .
of his own l.':I:rist-n:l:un.“"‘I For "it is the experience of some mystics
that their own personality seems more and more to disappear, more and
more to be replaced by the divine presence dwelling in them, identifying
themselves with it. . . The prophet. . . come=(s) to think that he {or

aha) is Jesus Chrisc. . ,”“‘

¥hile this self-styled divinity was working with his minority
raligious group in Chicago, he also became involved with various other
communities across the country. He traveled extensively establishing
branches of his Chicago community. While in california he discussed
with Thomas Lake Harris, founder of the Brotherhood of New Life, the pos-
sibility of joining all California utopia communities Inte ona. Frederick

Evans of the Shakers spoke with Teed concerning the union of the Shakers

421&1:::, Enthusiasm, p. 160, Knox discusses many of the problems
and characteristics of the charismatic leader.

*3:-“51:] E-“.Ehu:-i.mi P-i- 159-

Irl'ﬁﬁ.'.ul:n'::, Enthusiasm, ch., TII, p. 559; Karl J. R. Arndt, Gecrge

Rapp's Harmony Society, L785-1847 {Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1965). Arndt does an excellent job detailing Rapp's
mysticism; Charles Samuel Braden, These Also Believa (Mew York: Macmillan
Company, 19469}, pp. 9-12.




and Koreshans,%3 then John Duss of the Harmony Society and Teed discussed
the possibility of the unification of 2ll Ameriesn utepian communities,%0
but such negotiations between Teed and Duss had major repercussions =t
Economy. Duss was charged with preaching Teed's doctrines in a suit
filed against him.%’ Pittsburgh papers read "Teed will Lead". . . and

"Trustee Duss is Teed's Tool,"48 and a poem was published in the pair's

honor:
Alas! Alasz| O Brother Duss
It comes to pess Give ¢ar to us

That o'er those simple folk And Shun this f£akir brash;
A monster low'rs Reject hiz claims
Whose evil powers And tricky gzames--

Would gsear a heart of oak He's strictly out for cash.
With ghoulish greed pDon't aid the plans
Measiah Teed Of charlatans

Abhorence now excites; Or stir up faction fights
He'd fain assult And neone can say
The money wvaults You're in the way

Among the Harmonites, Among the I-Ia'J.'u:u:n't:|'.l:v.'-'_s=+m:J

Dr. Teed was unsuccessful uniting the American communes, but he did set
up several branches of his community at San Francisco, Washington, D.C.
and Denver, while raising large funds for the Chicago cmmmunity,ju

What did Eoresh offer his folleowers? What security did he pre-
gent them that they could not find outside of Teed's community? Like the

Puritans before him, Teed tendered those who would follow "sainthood.™

ﬁjﬂdward . Andrews, The People Called tha Shakers (Wew York:
Dover Publications, 1%63), p. 222,

&ﬁbuaa, Harmonists, p. 297.

ﬁ?hrndt, Rapp's Successors, p. 230.

45Duss, Harmonists, p. 30L.
IfILgl:luss, Hatmonists, p. 302,

5II::'Mruzll:, Rapp's Successors, p. 231, Dr. Teed left Economy with a
£750 donation from Duss and the Hammonites; "Wew Jerusalem,'" p. &. Teed
left California with owver 560,000 in donations,
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Revelation refers to the "hundred and forty-four thousand who had his
name and his Father's name written on their fnreheads,”51 standing upon
Mount Zion. Teed extended the number to encompass his idea of the "biunal®
or ambisexual god, There would be twe hundred and eighty-eight thousand
gaints Lo rise at the new millennium. One hundred and forty-four thou-
sand males, and one hundred and forty-four thousand females, who would
peir up te form a "new race of men," There would be one hundred and
forty-four thousand "gods" standing upon Mount Zion 2t the end of the
world. Those who followed in Teed's righteousness would be assured of
being one of the saints, or rather one of the new race of men as promised
by the goddess in Teed's illumination.*2

In order to teach people his doctrime and to train ministers and
misgionaries to propagate his ideas, Koresh set up the Koreshan University,
May 31, 1893, in Chicago, Illineis. As Koresh stated, "(Qur growth as an
organic body has been slow because of the condition of the material we
had to build with. It has to be prepared, diseiplined, corrected, . "33
The object of the University was the preparation of such material:

for teaching and giving general instruction in the

common English branches, the higher branches of litera-

ture and Modern Classics. . . Modern Langusges. . .

Scientific research and Koresham theology, For the

purpose of eduecating and training Koreshan Miniesters,
Mizsionaries, teachers, and Shepherds.

ey, 14:1. (R.5.V.)

32L0rd Chester [Cyrus R. Teed], The Great Red Dreagon (Esters,
Flerida: Guiding Star Publishing House, 1916}, p. 134%; Linton, "Taped
Conversation,”

jaﬂedwig Michel, "Settlement,™ p. 2.

E#Enreahan University Certificate, May 31, 1893.



The University's purpose was to train people in Koreshan theology and
science so they could go out and teach. The directors of the University
for its first year, all of vhom had previocusly been members of the Mental
Science group, were Eveline Bubbett, Mary C. Mills, Bertha 5. Boomer,
C. J. Maclaughlin, George W. Hunt, J. H. Bubbett, and C. Viola Marshall,”>
The first real home for the community was found in 1894, Taking
the pame Beth-Orphal, the community moved onto "a tract of fine land and
residences, comprising eight and one-half acres, and situated on Ninety-
ninth Street and Oak, . .“55 Hére they had a spacious old mansion, seven
cottages and one office bullding vhich bad formerly been a huge barn. At
Beth-Orphal the Koreshan doctrine could unfold. One bundred tem followers
of Koresh, three-fourths of whom were females, could find utopia in
Chicago, and practice their communal heliefﬁ.ST
In the office bullding the Koreshans set up their printing press,
which had for a number of years operated on Englewood Avenue under the
managenent of Eveline Bubbett. The oscillating type engine of the prinmt-
ing press was an iovention of a Koreshan; the community owned its patent.
The various papers and pamphlets coming off the press taught Koresh's
fdeas, and criticized the non=Koreshan world for {ts blipdness in the face
of the truth,?®

As the years passed, the Koreshans came more and more under fire

by the "subsidized press" for their economic and religious views, Teed

351bid.

jﬁ“ﬂhw'J&rusalum." P G.

ETIbidi

B rbid.
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was a2eccused of keeping 2 harem at the Washington Heights home, and the

Chicago Herald czlled him the HKoreshan "absolute, irresponsible, immaculate

and inviolate high mock-a-muck. . 39 The war of words increased in
intensity as Teed fired vollevs back at the subsidized press throuwgh the

Flaming Swurd.ﬁﬂ

Several suits with Teed as the dEEEnﬁant added to the eriticisms
of him. Koresh had a certain attraction for women; the Chicagoe papers
gaid he "mesmerized” the éppasite sex, Women always constituted over
one-half the group, with the percentage fluctuating between sixty-gix and
seventy-five percent. This attraction he had for women had its repercus-
siaua,ﬁl It was difficult for a man who did not accept EKoreshan ideology
to agree with his wife's ideas of jeoining the Koreshans. Mot only did
wives create a hardship for their husbands by taking property and money
into the community, but they also had to vow to live a celibate existence.
Such a disagreeable situation for several husbands led to suits ageinst
Cyrus Teed for the alienation of their wives' affections.®?

One such case was the suit filed by Sidney C, Miller, President
of the National Publishing Company, asking for damages of one hundred
thousand dellars against Teed. Miller claimed that Koresh represented to
his wife that he would make her the goddess Minerva--a frequent accusation

apainst Teed--if she would donate all her possessions and be converted,%?

591bid.

E =]

601hid.; The Flaming Sword was the official Koreshan periodical.
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&lﬂuaw Jerusalem," p. 4; "Teed Sued,” p. 0; "Koreshan Wins," p. 1.

ﬁz“TEEd Sued," p. 6; "Koreshan Wins," p. 1.

63"Teed Sued," p. 6.



A similar case was that of Thomas Cole of cChicago, claiming that his
wife's assoclation with Teed led te the alienation of her affections.
Once agiin, damages of one hundred thousand dollars were asked for in
cnm;_uensatinn.ﬁ'EF The cases have interesting outcomes. Cole's suit was
decided in Dr, Teed's Eﬂlvur——ut-:rpia indeed had a friend in American
justice. The Miller case was settled out of court, the compromise being
Miller's wife was allowed to remain with the community, but in return
the Koreshans had to return the property that Mrs, Miller had donated to
the group. Evidently in both cases the personal property was more im-
portant than their wives' affections.®?

Although the courts were ruling in the community's faver, the
notoriety -r-&r:e ived due to the suits brought renewed harrassment to the
community, The neighbors lived in amity with the vtopians, but ocutside
of their community neighborhood there was continual harrassment by both
the general public and the Chicago police force. There were several near
riots resulting from hostile receptions of street side preaching by the
Koreshan missionaries. Several cases of police harrassment were reported
when arrests were made for preaching without a licemse, even after the license
was .presented to the arresting officer; but most reports indicate that in
the final analysis the police in Chicago treated the Koreshans judieciously.
With intensified pressure against the Koreshans, it became obvious that no
longer would Chicage serve as an acceptable home for the community. The
Search then began to locate a new home outzide the city for the utopian

eXperiment. 66

S —

Bhugoreshan Wins," p. 1.

65"Teed Sued," p. 6; "Koreshan Wins," p. 1; "New Jerusalem," p. 4.

ELi.ntnn, ’.’Tﬂped Conversation''; "New Jerusalem," p. &4; "Koreshans
Hit Back," p. L.



CHAPTER 11

UTOPIA IN SEARCH OF 4 HOME

Chicago had been fertile ground for the propagation of Dr. Teed's
doctrinas. His philosophy had taken root and flowered in the form of
the Koreshan Unity with the tripartite organization being the Society
Arch Triumphant, the College of Life, and the Koreshan Cooperative.
Chicago, though, had begun to resist utopia's growth, and so preparations
were beégun to find a new home for the coomunity, The mest advantageous
move was considered to be an alliance with an old established community.
Correspondence was begun with several of the more Important religious
utopian societies in the United States, and Teed began negotiations with
various communities.

Three groups with which the Koreshans made contact and discussed
the possibility of unification were the Brotherhood of the New Life, the
Hazmony Society and the Shakers., California showed the greatest possi-
bility for settlement in the 1B90's, The state had the most rapidly
growing accumulation of original religious groups in the nation. Teed
spoke to the leader of the California based group, the Brotherhood of the
New Life, Thomas Lake Harris, about the amalgamation of several California
religious commmities and the Koreshans. 7The probable cause for Harris's
rejection of the proposal was that both enthusiast leaders had become
convinced of their own Christ-nature, and therefore ne agreement could be

reached as to which man would lead the unified group., Unable to join
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with the California utopias, Teed made other attempts to unify with es-
gablished communes,!

Early in the 1890's he began to negotiate with both the Shakers
and the Harmonites. Elder Frederick Evams of the Shaker Society contacted
Teed about the possibilicty of the two group's amalgamition. Unfortunately
there are no records left concerning their correspondence and nothing
ever materialized beyond the overture. The unrest created at Economy,
Pennsylvania when Teed began in earnest to talk with Joha Duss of the
Harmonists concerning the possibility of unification, has previously been
discussed,. The barrage of eriticism which Duss was subjected to convinced
him that a union of the two groups would be unwise, The mysticism of
George Rapp, founder of the Harmonists, could live only in the German
group's native language, whereas Teed's revelation was peculiar to the
English language, The two groups ceased any consideration of unificationm.
John Duss, however, never ended his correspondence with Teed. Eﬁﬁm-afta;
Teed and the Koreshans left for their new home in Florida, Duss kept in
contact with them. With the prospect of merging with an established
communistiec order fading, the Koreshans had to search new frontiers for a
homa. Koresh then turned towards his Divine Belng for direction.?

Dr., Teed and three members of his "lnner court" left Chieage iIn

1893 in search for "the point where the vitellus of the alchemico-organie

lhnhutt V., Hine, California's Utopian Colonies (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1966). Chapter 1l deals in general with the extent of
the religious fervor im California. For the Harris-Teed talks, see page 1]
Edward D. Andrews, The People Called the Shakers, p. 222; Arndc, Rapp's
Successors, pp. 231, 232 and 376; Duss, The Harmonists, p. 301.

Zpndrews, The Peaple Called the Shakers, p. 222; Arndt, Rapp's
Successors, pp. 22%, 231, 232 and 376; Duss, The Harmonists, pp. 286 and
297; G. W. Catewood, On Florida's Coconut Coast (Punta Gorda, Florida:
Herald Publishing Compsny, 19443}, p. Ll36.




cosmos specifically determines.” Mrs, Annie G, Ordway, Mrs. L. M. Boomer,
and Mary Mills accompanied Dr. Teed in his pilgrimage. Each night the

group sought in devotions guidance for the following day's journey. Spir-
ituval direction "guided" them into Florida and to their ultimate destina-
tion. 1In January of 1894, Teed and his cortege reached Punta Rassa, Florida,
a4 small settlement at the mouth of the Calooszhatchee River approximately

one hundred and thirty miles south of Tampa and about twenty miles west

of Fort Myers, on the state's west coast,

At Punta Rassa the Koreshans met an elderly German nemed Gustave
Damkohler, and his son Elwin, who were on their way back from their
Chrigtmas wigit to Fort Myers, Teed engaged Damkohler in conversation
which led to the Koreshans being invited to visit Damkohler's homestead at
the Estero River, twenty miles down the coast from Punta Rassa. Damkohler,
who had been a Florida pioneer since the early 1830's, had lost his wife
in child-birth, and 2ll but one child to the treacheries of pioneer life,
A man in need of companionship, Damkohler was receptiwve to the fellowship
of the Koreshans and the pampering of Cheir women.. AC Estero Dr. Teed
came to the realization that he had been directed to the remote Florida
wilderness by the Divine ﬁeing.4

Estero, the anglicized version of Ostego, is a small meandering
river which empties into the Gulf of Mexico. Populated enly by a few
hearty settlers, the area was eighteen miles south of the closest city,

Fort Myers, & small town whose economy depended on local cattle ranches.

The area had been named Estero by the time the FHoreshans made their first

3"Eate:n,” The Flaming Sword, May, 1932, p. 3; E. E. Damkohler,
Estero, Florida: Memoirs of the First Settler (Fort Myers Beach, Florida:
Islapd Press, 1967, pp. 22 and 23. E. E. Damkohler is Elwin Damkohler,
Gustave's son; Gatewood, Cocoput Coast, p. 136,

ﬁﬂﬂmkﬂhlﬂr, Estero, p. 23.
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visit, A sparsely inhabited wilderness, Estero offered the seclusion
needed for the growth of utopian dreams, and the realization of
Koreshan concepts. Land could be purchased from the few inhabitants
of the area, or acquired in the form of homesteads from the state gov-
ermment, Though the land in the immediate vicinity of Estero was
accessible only to shipas of light tonnage, land could be obtained which
could zerve as a port for larger vessels, The Eoreshans saw Florida
a8 becoming the "greatest commercial thoroughfare of the wnrld,”5 and
they planned for their port in Florida to be in the central distribution
center for world-wide commerce. Estero was seen as being adwvantageous to
both American and Internatiomzl shipping. The Koreshans sought not only
an area of seclusion for theilr communal growth and a location which would
lead to eventual economic prosperity, but also an area which would be
advantageous Co the construction of a great holy city, a city of God, the
Mew Jerusalem,®

Esteroc in the 1890's offered something as important as future
economic prosperity; it offered the isclation and the freedom from har-
rassment needed by a religious group in order to train and organize into
a4 manageable religious order. Ttopias flourish best when separated from
traditional society, from a society which is strongly critical of its

communal ideals, Therefore, the distance between Estero and any estab-

lished society with strong traditional standings served as an impetus for

SRoresh [Cyrus R, Teed] and E. B. Webster, The Koreshan Unity:
Co-operative (Estero, Florida: Guiding 5tar Publishing House, 1907},
pp. 20 and 21,

E‘Fu':n': general information concerning Fort Myers and Estero pioncer-
ing days, see Damkohler, Esterc, and Karl H. Grismer, The Story of Fort
Myers (5t, FPetersburg, Florida: 3t. Petersburg Printing Company, L949);
Koresh and Webster, Koreshan Co-operative, p. 34.
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the creation and growth of the Koreshan New Jerusﬂlem.?

The idea of building a New Jerusalem is a recurring theme in
the history of utopian sccieties. The idea of building a great city as
an offering to God served as the basis of many groups. The Mormons,
under Joseph Smith, were constantly finding the "originel" site of some
ancient holy city, recomsecrating it and buillding it anew. The Koreshans
felt a need to build a holy city, and so in 1894 after “"divine direction,”
the site was chosen and a utopian city was begun in southwestern Florida.
The HKoreshans saw their eity as having intrinsic importance for the
future of the world. UHot only was Wew Jerusalem to serve as a model com-
munity for the rest of the world, but it was also to become the world's
capital when the new millennium began and heaven was on earth. UWhen Teed
visited Estero for the first time he brought with him a map of the New
Jerusalem. In its grandeur, the city was to encompass cne-hundred and
tep square miles of which twenty-eight were water. The city was described
as thus:

The shape of the city is to be octagon. In its center is

to rise the most magnificent temple the world has ever

geen--the great fame of the Koreshans, Around this temple

ig to run in a circle a placid sheet of water (an arm of

the Estero), and around that, the arcadium, a complex of

gtructures wherein schoels, gymnasium, etc., are to be

housed, ., . Two principal streets, esach 400 feet wide are

to iptersect the whole eity, apd these are to be called

meridian way, ncrth and scuth, and parallel, =ast and west

while two diagonal streets, each 200 feet wide, are to

crogs, The diameter of the octagon from side to side is

to be exactly one-half of a mile, and within the inner
space is to be a fine park, with the Triumphia Octogenia

TlrFnr the theme of separation, see $ir Thomas More, Utopia (Mew
York: Simon and Schuster, 19653). Move's ideal society was the former
peninsula Abraxa curn into the isle of Utopia in order to gain seclusion,
pp. 32 and 4£3; Perry Miller, Errand into bthe Wilderness (Wew Yorvk:
Harper and Row, 1964). The concept of separation Ior purification is a
dominant factor in Miller's work; Arndt, Rapp's Successors., The Harmonites'
towns were always segregated from neighboring societises,




near it. . . The whole city is to be surrounded by a

circular boulevard, and the length of the octagon has

been taken from the diameter of the circle, the disgenal

of the square of which is ten times that distapce,

'which is our way of sgquaring the circle', . ., Placed

at equal distances near the circumference are to be

twenty-four diseributing centers or stores.®
This magnificent municipality was to becoms the commercial and cultural
center of the world, overshadowing the splendor of Rome, London or
Athens in their most alffluent times, Cyrus Teed estimated the construc-
tion cost of such a grandiose city at two-hundred million dellars. Funds
to meet this expenditure were to be raised from subscriptions and doma-
tions of which Teed claimed, ". . . I'll have only to go out and stir
people up to obtain it."?  The plans for New Jerusalem were made, a map
drawn and economic resources taken into conslderation; all that was left
was for the communalists was to purchase land and build the n:i.t}r.m

Perhaps one of the most interesting aspects of the Koreghan's
secular life was their struggle to obtain land for the "Sun City." Pur-
chasing land in Flerida was a complicated matter since often claims dated
back te the days of Spanish occupation; and then, too, claims frequently
overlapped in some areas. The state at the time was working under twe
methods of surveying land. One was the modern technigque of sclentific

surveving: the plot was located on deeds according to their meridian

ralationship with Tallshassee, the capital of Flerida. The other methad

Brijew Jerusalem," p. 4.
HMbid.

104rd Chester, The Great Red Dragon, chs. 9 and 29; Fawn M. Brodie,
Mo man knows my history (New York: Alfred A. Kmopf, 1971). p. 211,
Damlcchler, Estero, p. 23. A large map of Teed's New Jerusalem is now
located at the Koreshan Art Hall at Estere, Floridas Foresh, Koreshan Co-
Operative, pp. 53 and 55; 5. J. Sargent, "Koreshan Unity,' TMP, December 12,
1895, p. 2. Sargent was a member of the Unicy at the time this article
wWas published.




was a holdover from the Spanish days in Florida. Land boundaries were
streams, rocks and the big tree that was six steps from the creek's
second bend. This unwieldy system of land demarcation required the dupli-
cation of deeds in order to insure unchallanged ownership of prupertr.ll
Florida had several types of land deeds which need to be taken
into consideration. The two that the Koreshans deale with were the
Warranty Deed and the Quitelaim Deed. A warranty deed is a legal docu-
ment conveying owmership of land and attesting to the fact that the
grantors, the party selling the land, hold the land free and clear of any
l{eén® upon it (no one else vho is not involved in the agreement holds any
mortgage on the land)., The owner guarantees that he has the complete
legal right to sell the land free and clear. On the other hand, the
quitelaim guarantees only that the grantor gives all claims that he might
have to the land to the grantea, the party making contract for the land,
Where several people claimed the same property, or portions of the same
proparty, the quitclaim deed was essentizl to insure cosplete owmership.
Oftentimes several deeds were required to obtain free and clear title to
land at the turm of thnlninitllnth nentury.lz
In amalyzing the land purchases by the Koreshan Unity and its
membars, several considerations must be taken into account. First, the
type of claim must be considered, for if 2ll quitclaims are counted indis-

criminately, the amount of land attributed to Koreshan ownership would

ipcrease to an unreasonable size, Therefore, duplication of claims must

Ilrtuﬁntgg Records, 1890 - 1922." Lee County Courthouse, Fort Myers,
Florida, p. 461l; "Grantor Records, 1890 - 1922." Lee County Courthouse,
Fort Myers, Florida, p. 517. A listing of deeds and land titles, the years
botween 1893 and 1910 are our primary concern,

lzrlﬂrida Statutes (Tallahassee: Legislative Printing Committee,
1969) ; Ralph E. Bover, Florida Real Estate Transactiona (Mew York:

Matthew Bender, 1972), pp. 115-126,




be delated. When acreage and location coincided, they were considered

as being the same piece of land., This occcurred eight times during the
reriod from 1894 to 1908. (The dates represent the year of the first

land purchase in Florida for the community, and the year of Dr, Teed's
death.) A problem, again which involved guitclaims, came when a claim
was sold by either a knowm community member or by a Koresham associate
from Chicago, where the walidity of the claim could be questioned. An
example is the land purchase by the Unity of one hupndred and eighty-nine
acres gf land for one dollar from Charles W. Greenfield and wife.
Greenfield was Dr. Teed's lawyer in Chicage during the previously men-
tioned lawsuit by Cole for the aliepation of his wife's affection., The
chances of his having a legitimate free claim to the land is questionable
since he was a recent settler in Florida and he only gave the commmity a
quitclaim, and the comsunity had ne property claims duplicating Greenfield's
quitclaim. Therefore, the land was not considered ss a legitimate land
holding by the Koreshans., Four deeds fit into this category. Members of
the commmity who bought land and then gave the land to the Unlty were
counted in the overall Enat and purchase of land. Another clazsification
of land purchases which have been left out of the total were those deeds
which gave no clear indication of the amount of land involved. The grantees
ot the deeds include the Koreshan Tnity, Dr. Cyrus R. Teed, or Annie G.
Ordway. The combined volume of land purchased between the wyears 1894 and
1908 was 5736.78 acres, of which 810.47 acres were in Teed's name alone.
This must be sean as a very conservatiwve figure, for eight warranty deeds
were not included due to lack of information concerning the amount of land
involved. The total value of this land in questionm was $3,310, an amount
which could have purchased anywhere from seventy-five acres at the aver-

age Koreshac land cost of forty-four dollars an acre, to as much as 3,310
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acres at onme dollar an acre, the lowest price the Koreshans paid. In
the community's most dynamic years, the years which Dr, Teed led them in
Florida, it grew im area to over five-thousand acres of land, ope of the
largest land holdings in Lee County.l3

The development of New Jerusalem was dependent on more than the
purchase of land. Any municipality requires towmspeople and every citizen
has obligations to his community, especially a utopian one. The obliga-
tions a member owed to the Koreshan Unity depended upon his relationship
to the community., There were a variety of ways one might take advantage
of membership without suffering the restrictions. The least restricted
group was the cooperative branch of the Unity, This group was free from
any religious obligations, A person or family could join the order by
buyilng cooperative Horeshan stock with either a donation or their per-
sonal property, or if they had no property, merely by proving their skills.
In the event that they chose to leave the community, they were given the
choice of either ewchanging their stock for sewven percent stock and re-
ceiving no more dividends, or selling the stock "out right" back to the
community at whatever the community leaders felt was a fair price. Within
the cooperative group, family life was left to the discretion of the mem=-
bers of the order. The only real restriction felt by the cooperative
members was that they lacked soclal and organlzaticpal mobility. Only

members of tha religious order could attsin any position of leadEISHLp*I“

L3grantee Records, 1890 - 1922," pp. 461 and 334; "Grantor Records,
1390 - 1922," p. 517; "Record of Deeds, 1890 - 1910," Lee County Courthcuse,

Fort Myers, Florida.

Lignresh, Koreshan Ca-operative, pp. 27, 73 and 84; Andrews, Shakers.
Koreshans had a similar tripartite system as the Shakers, possibly picked
up from the Shakers when they were in contact with the Koreshans. The
Shaker svetem of outer, middle and inner court ¢an be seen as a parallel
with the Koreshan system of outer or co=-operative order, the investigate

order and the Ecclesia.
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A primary obligation of members of the Koreshan religious erder
was celibacy. The rationale of abstinence had developed along several
lines. Traditionally, continence was seen a5 a means of preparing for
the "marriaga" of the Lamb and His alect wheo were standing upon Mount
Zion singing the new song. The Scriptures proclaimed of these:

Ho onz could learn that song except the hundred and forty-

four thousand who had been redeemed frem the earth., It

13 these who have not defiled themzelves with women, for

they are chaste; it is these whe follow the Lamb wherever

bhe goes; these have been redeemed from mankind as first

fruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was

found, for they are spotless.l3
Through the practice of celibacy man hoped to assure himself of election
and prepare himseli for unification with Christ in the coming millennium.
Several communities followed this line of ressoning, including the
Harmonists. It cannot be determined whether Teed ever adherad to this
line of reasoning for celibacy, for in keeping with his efforts to fimnd
scientific explanations for the prophecies of the Scriptures he developed
his owm "seientific™ rationale for the practice of celibaay.lﬁ

Man, exclaimed Teed, had within him the power Lo overceome death.
This power could easily be demonstrated by the practice of comtinence.
By absgtaining from sexual intercourse, and by following Teed, man could
congerve his life forces and thus become immortal:

It iz not generally known that there is a hidden life

principle in man called the hidden manna; the secret of

that substance is in the sex function itself; and in the

power to conserve the sex potencies, and to corractly

appropriate them, resides the great secret of immortal life.l?

DRev. 14:3 (R.5.V.).

1EArnd:, Repp's Harmony Scciety, p. 417.

L7garesh [Cyrus R. Teed ], Interpretation of the Book of Revelation
{EﬂtEr&, Flerida: The Guiding Sta: Publishing House, 1925}, p. 93.
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Celibacy for the Koreshans was not, as it was with many religious groups,
a practice to develop a closer relationship with Christ in preparation
for the marriage with the "Lamb," but rather it was seen as the scientific
method to obtain immoreality.

An incoming member of the Koreshan religious order, called che
Society Arch-Triumphant, was first installed into the outer court, or
the Investigate order. This first step served two purposes. It allowed
the incoming member to experience life within 2 communal celibate order
witheut being totally coomitted to stay. More important, it allowed the
Unity leaders to see if the religious novice was capable of abstaining
from earthly wices and sacrificing "everything pertaining to Individual
loves."1%  (hen a family joined the community, they were split up. Any
children invelved had to be given to the Unity for their education and
upbringing. Parents were not Eo be consulted as te the care and rearing
of their children. The children belonged to the Unity until they reached
the legal age, which was eighteen years old for females and twenty-one
years for males. Once the probationary pericd was over, the postulant
waz admitted into the Ecclesia order cf the Scciety Arch-Triumphant. At
that point he became a full member of the Kereshan religlous and commmnal-
isztic order. The most important secular obligation Foreshans of any of the
threa orders had was the building of the holy ecity.1?

As lanﬁ was being purchased and members organized, construction

of Wew Jerusalem began, TFollowing the arrival of Teed and his trieo of

18y orash [Cyrus R. Teed], The Koreshan Unitv: General Informaticn
Concerning Membership snd Tts Obligacions (Chicago: Guiding Star Publish-
ing Company, N.D.), p. 10, A short pericd of correspondence was reguired

before a person could enter the Investigate order of the Unity.

lgﬁuragh, Genaral Information, pp. 10-12; "The Koreshan Unity,"
FHP, Wovember 29, 1894, p. 10.



disciples, cama two groups of Koreshans from Chicage. The first comsisted
of four men succeeded by a contingent group of thirty adherents, both

men and women. The groundwork for the city began with a few cotbtages

and small builﬁlngs being raised, accompanied by agricultural activities.
Enthusiasm filled the air around the communalists' activities--or at

least they talked that way. BReports were sent out that the budding com-
munity was the "center of the uniwverse," filled with harmony and good
will,20 The trip from Chicago that each member had to endure entailed
seven train changes, a short jaunt by sail boat, and over a week's travel.
Their arrival to the community meant a larger work force to build the
clty, but it alse created a strain on the Koreshan food supply. By the
end of 1895, the Koreshans' second year in Florida, the settlement numberad
over one-hundred members and included a sawmill and planer which had been
purchased in Fort Myers, disassembled, moved te the southern tip of

Estero Island and reassembled on newly purchesed community land. The mill

allowed the Eoreshans to construct their first "finished" huildingsizl

Early in 18% the communalists had completed their firse large
edifices, which included a communal dining hall (three stnriés, thirty-
eight feet by seventy feet), and school building. City grounds had been
laid out with broad walks and shade trees, while banks of the Estero River
had been walled up and a large drainage ditch had been dug to drain the
flogded lapds so prevalent in the Estero area. A second sawmill was built,

this ene at the commnity, and machine shops were comstructed. By the time

201 ag Jarusalem,” p. 1.

2l"¥ey Jerusalem," p. 1; W. W. F., "The Koreshan Commumity," FMP,
September 13, 1894, p. l; Lercoy Lamoreaux, Early Devs on Esterp Island:
An 014 Timer Reminisces (Fort Myers EBeach, Florida: Estero Island Pub-
lishers, 1967), pp. %4, 5 and 15. Lamoreaux was the son of one of Teed's
close advisors, Professor L'Amereaux. He arrived at Estero in June of
1835; Grismer, Fort Myers, p. 190; Damkohler, Esterc, pp. 24-26 and 28;

kLA L
Sargent, '"Horeshan Unity," p. 2.
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the community moved en masse from Chicago to Estero in 1904, the indus-

tries in operation were the utility and electricity works, sculpture and
concrete works, tin works, mattress making shop, hat and basket weaving
shop, shoe shop, a blacksmith shop and the commnity's pride-=-their
printing shop. The multi-faceted Kereshan industry only acimowledged
secendary importance to agricultural Pursuit&.zg

With the aim of dominating world-wide commerce, utopia had little
time to devota to agricultural endeavors. Thus, farming was often
neglected for the "more important” goals of the community. UWhereas the
colony idealized self-sufficiency, they were quite content to rely upon
outside sources for food when necessary. The areas that the comminity
did venture inte with farming ranged from wvarious verieties of Livestock
to a large apiary. The commnity planted everything from pineapple and
guinea grass to sugarcane and sweeb potatoes. As the years passed, thé
community moved more and more into the industrial phases of the economy.
In Bristol, Temmessea, they purchased a furniture manufacturing plant
with an estimated wvalue of 575,000, which they named after the Koreshan
Fre-Eminent Annie G, Ordway. The group also tried to arrange a contract
for two hundred thousand acres of land from the government of the Republic
of Honduras for colonization.Z3 The negotiations for the Honmduras property
fell through after the death of Teed.

The Koreshans held all property im common. This “community of

goods" developed several rationalizations for its existence. 4s a biblieal

Ez”ﬁ Visit to the Koreshan Uailty, at Estero,'" FMP, April 16, 1896,
p. 1; "Estero," FMP, Wovember 13, 1900, p. 4; Koresh, Eereshsn Co-operative,
PpP. 73, 76 and 41-45.

23uEstero,” p. 4; Koresh, Koreshan Co-operative, pp. 33, 48, 49,
50, 60 and 79:; Damkohler, Estera, pp. 25-26; Sargenc, "Kereshan Unity,"
P. 2; "A Vigit st Estero," p. 1; "New Jerusalem,"™ p. L.
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basls they guoted tha scriptures thus:

And they shall bwild houses and inhabit them: and they

shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them,

They shall not plant and another eat, for as the days

of a tree are the days of my people, and my elect shall

long znjoy the work of their hands,2é
But with a closer investigation, this biblical front “withers away" into
Marxian rhetoric,2”

The economie philesophy of the Koreshans was based on the concept
of class conflict. Witheut the inevitable hostility between labor and
capital, thers would be no need for Koreshan communism. Koresh offered
an alternative for the worker. The true source of wealth, Teed said,
was labor. If a worker created an item which was sold for four dollars,
then the total amount the worker should be paid for his labors would be
four dellars. Instead, while the worker was "eking out = mere living
his emplover is amassing a fortune, . ."25 This form of economics was
what Teed referred to as wage-slavery. There was in wage-slavery an
inbred class conflict, a dissension which could be resolved only through
violent industrial revolution, unless of course Korehanlty was adupted.Eilr

Teed warned that many people seeking a solutiom to the problem
of class conflict had turned to "labor-unionism'" as the panacea of the
workers, not realizing there was an antipathy between labor-unionisam and

the needs of laber. Labor-unionism was based on the cencept of the con-

tinuation of wage-slavery in order to perpetuate itself. With the

2

a“ﬂew Jerusalem," p. 4.

23npirst Wheel-steamer (5 tons) Built at K. U, Launched," FMFP,
May 21, 1896, p. 1; "New Jerusalem," p. 4.

EEKureah, Koreshan Co=-operative, p. b.

2?ﬁuresh, KEoreshan Co-operative, pp. 5-8; Lord Chester, Red Drapon,

Chapter XII described the consequences if Teed's ominous warnings were not
headed.



institutionalization of unionism, the representatives of labor sought
the perpetuation of their jobs rather than to serve the workers.
There was no solution to the problem inherent in capitalism. "Wealth
must find its way back to its legitimate creator and owmer, either
through peacesble means or by violent force."2® The only solution, then,
was to discard the capitallstic system and create a new system based om
Koreshan comwunism,??

"The basis of wealth i# the relation of labor to the resocurces
of Mature. . .," Therefore the only equitable system was one which
aquated cost according to labor and resources and not capital. This new
system would have to be prepared. The soclety must ba educated into
understanding and accepting governmental ownership of industry, by the
Koreshans .30

The Koreshan method of effecting this education was to show the
system at New Jerusalem as the arch-type for the world to emulate. When
the capitalist saw that the Koreshan system at Estero was the most effi-
clent and equitable system, he would reguest being offered the chance to
participate. The system which the Koreshans offered was firsct co elimin-
ate competition and therefore eliminate a large amount of waste. Hext
Teed proposed to give the workers a stake in the economic system by allow-
ing them to buy into the Koreshan cooperative system with elther property
or skill, This way the worker would be directly involved with productionm,

for he as a member would benefit from any profit that the cooperative

28y oresh, Koreshan Cop-operative, p. 5.

2%rb1d., pp. o4,

EDKEI'EEIh, Foreshan Cg-gpgrativa, pp. 5=11; See Walter Lippmann,

and Maste {Hew York: Mitchell Kennerley, 1914) for the concept
of the prepasration of the hinterland.
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shoewed. In this manner the cause of strikes was eliminated by limiting
the possibility of worker dissatisfaction. With the waste of competi-
tion and strikes eliminated, the Koreshan svstem could compete with the
rest of the world's industrial matioms. With ¥ew Jerusalem as the
crovning achievement of the egalitarianism of ¥oreshanity, the world
would seek the benefit of the new theory and the ceosmos would realize
universal peace under the ¥oreshan economic and religicus systam.jl

In the early 18%0's Teed had initiated a search for & new communal
home for his followers. Unable to unify with an established community,
the Koreshans turned to the hallowed ground Teed had discovered on his
gojourn in Flerida in 138%3. As the group reached Flovids, they set to
work laying the foundation of their New Jerusalem. It was at the great
Sun City that the economic and religiocus systems which Teed envisioned
were to be instituted,

Through their travails the communalists found a unifying force in
their common belief in Teed's religious and cosmolegical teachings. It

was this aspect of the Kereshan Unity which most discinguished it from

other utopian movements of the nineteenth century.

3lgargent, "Soreshan Unity," p. 2; "The Koreshan Unity," p. 10;
"Eoresh," Flaming Sword, May 1932, p. 3; Koresh, Koreshan Co-operative,
pp. 5-1l.
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CHAPTER III

THE CORRESFONDIKG RELATIONSHLIP

0F UNLVERSOLOGY

As the utopilans built their great city in Lee County, Teed began
Lo give a series of lectures to outline his new theology and win pro=-
selytes. The speeches were exciting occasions which attracted large
crowds such as one in a Fort Myers courtroom:

The courtroom was filled at the time the Doctor started

to lecture, many ladies being present. It is evident

that a large part of the audience expseted to hear some-

thing sensational.l
What sensational expectations brought sudiences te hear this nerthern

interloper into the scuth, called Koresh? Two possibilities might be

suggested here as being typical of this charismatic religious leader.

Theze are man'

s relationship with the cosmos and with his god. Perhaps
the most difficult undertaking in understanding the Koreshan Unity
revolves around the topic Teed labeled "Universology,'" or “the science
of all truth pertaining to the natural and spiritual worlds . "2 Thiz
philosophy invelving man's relationship with his god and universe was

the underlying theme of Teed's "Illumination" some twenty-four years

before he szettled in Fleorida.

I"Hﬂ is Messiah No Longer," p. L.

2rorash [Cyrus R. Taed], The Immortal Manhood {(Chicago: Guiding
Star Publishing House, 1902}, p. clmooxii.
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The problom encountered vhen dealing with Universology is that
the two divisions of the phileseply, natural and spiritual, are closcly
inferrelated, and yet the wvery nature of the division precludes their
being studied concomitantly, Dr. Teed found in his writings that to
deal with the philesophical division satisfactorily would mesn to deal
with them separztely in depth, and then integrate them in his nore
prueral writings. The primary work by Teed concerning the spiritual

order of the universe was The Twmortal Manhood (Chicago: 1902), a book

which fundamentally dealt with man and Lis God. Te propagate his theories

concerning the universe, Tead wrote Collulzr Cosmogony (Chicago: 1898),

Togethoer, these Uwo works served as the piveotal point of the Korveshan's
teachiegs. In undertaking an explanation of Koreshan Universology, it
would be advantageous Co begin with their coacept of the natural order
vf the cosmos, what Teed called Cellulax Euﬁmngnny.3

Cellular Cosmegeny was [ounded upon the basis of Kovesh's scrip-
tural interpretations. Variations from accepted translations of the
Geriptures ware attributed by Teed to incorrect translations, for Teed
claimed o have crapmslabed Che book from the oripinal Greek and Hebroew.
Two koy passages used in support of Kereshan Cosmogony were frem lseizh
and Matthew. The earth, contended Teed, was a hollow sphere with man
living on the interlor rather than the extericr of the orb's crust.
“The Lord®s Prayer' was used in support of this "hollow earth™ theory,

for it read, with the help of a new translation by Koresh:

Horesh [Cyrus R. Teed ] end U, G. Morrow, Cellular Cosmofony
(Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing House, 1898), deals specifically with

R R e L s e



Ctur Fether who art in heaven,

Huallowed be thy namea.

Thy kingdom como,

Thy will be doom,

IN [Teed's capitals] earth as it is in heaven.

From this passage it was asserted mss and Cod wore located "in™ earth
rather than on earth as traditionally accepted. As & moans to bolster
the legitimacy of this coup on the Copernizan theory, Teed added Isaiah's
rhetorical question, "Whe has measured the watcrs in the hollow copcavity
of his hand. . . ?#3 Certafnly, the earth as a concave sphare is a
bizarre theory, even for a group known for eccentric concepts. The
theory would be worth mentioning only in passing was it not for cthe inter-
relationship with the Koroshan spiritual theories. Bul the dependence
boatween the twe ideas requlres further examination of this tﬂncupt,ﬁ

Thers was no argumont at the turn of the century as to the general
shape of the world., The quastion centered instead at the polnt of which
side of the earth's crust man lived on. Was man an inhabitapt of the
outer crust of the orb which traveled around the sun like othezr celestial
bodies within an infinite universe as Copernicus sugpested; or did mam
rast comfortably within the limited surroundings of the universe encompas-
sed by the shell of the earth of which he lived on the inner crust? This
question was more than a moot point Lo enthusissts. By chance, they may
hove found security in the balief that the universe was finite and thus
open to their understanding, together with Koresh's doctrine that all laws

of the universe divectly apply to man, and therefore understandiag the

universe leads to a more complete conception of man. The question was

dgoresh, Cellular Comsmogony, p. 177; Mat. 6:9 (R.5.V.), reads "en"
in place of Teed's IN.

E’Kurezh, Cellulap Copmogony, P 10; Isaiah 40:12 (R.5.V.).
bgoresh, Cellular Cosmogony, pp. 10, 156 and 177,
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important cnough to the Unity to warrant an expedition arranged to under-
take proof for their theory in 1897.7

Proof of the concavity of the earth's surface was based on the
geometric premise that a horizontal line, that is a straight line at
right angles to a perpendicular at any given point of the earth's surface,
extended an infinite distance will have a different relationship to the
outside of a sphere than to the inside of the same sphere. If the hori-
zontal line was extended on the cutside of the orb, it might be tangeat
at one point, but there woeuld be no other points of intersection.
Whereas, if the straight line was extended the same distance within a
hollow globe, it would interscct at two points of the figure, and thers-
fore be a cord of the sphere. This is the basis of srgument that the
Koreshen's took for their expedition at Naples, Florida, when they sought
to disprove the Copernican thesis.®  (See diagram on pape 42)

Professor U. ©. Morrow, a Koreshen disciple and editor of the

one-time Koreshan Quarterly The Salvadore and the Scientiskt as well as a

mathematician, invented what was called the "rectilineater" in order to
facilitate the proof of Teed's thesis,

The Rectilineztor consists of a number of sections in

the form of double T zquares | —— ], each 12 feet

in length, which braced and tensioned cress-arms is to

the length of the scetion, as 1 is te 3. The material

of which the scctions of the Rectilinester are constructed
is inch mahopgany, scasoned for twelve years in the shops
of the Pullman Palace Co., Pullmen, I11.%

?K&rﬁﬁh, Cellular Cosmogony, p. 1373 "The Koreshan Expedition,™

FMP, July 2%, 1897, p. L.

Bﬂnresh, Cellylar Cosmogeny, pp. 93 and 101.

gﬁaresh, Cellular Cosmogony, p. %6; "The Koreshan Expedition,”




*paugod omn
1E 190530307 pINOA 31 ‘@qo18 MOTTIOY B UTYITH DOURINTP PumE Pyl pepuIzxs sEm SUTY JUSTRIAS oyl 37 sealayn

*3u70d ouo AToo 3w Jusdue) 2q IYSTW IT ‘Qio BY3 O WPIEING Y] uo papualxa SEA JUT] TejuozTioy Ay JI

I0IPBVITFINY Iwel) eyl--*1 *314




&3

FPlang were made to run four sections of the roctilineator a total of four
milis, enough to determine the direction of the carth's curvaturo.
Faples, Flerida, wes chosen as the sitoc for the coast linz, nerth and
gouth, was comparatively straight for a vvuber of milas; the climate ad-
mitted of operations during the winter wenths) and the site was resr the
Eoreshan Co-sperative and Comrmnistic Colony an Briero, Les County,
Florida,l® 14 January of 1897 the tests began. Ireliminary tests had
been done earlier at Lake Michigan and the Illineis sud Michigan Drainage
Canal, snd similar visual tests were to be conducted throughout the Haples
expadition, These tests were primarily sightings along the swrface of the
water with a telescope. &fter & ship “disappesred" over the horizon,
reportedly it would be brought plainly inte wview with the zssistance of
a high power telescepe. Even the concave curvature of the water was
claimed to have been sighted.ll

As the tests progressed, reports were sent out indicating the
success of the experiments. Section by section the rectilineator was
moved dowm the Gulf beach, adjustments meticulously made and recorded.
Twa and one-half miles down the beach Gordon's Pass was reached, and from
there the horizontal line had to be projected by sighting the Koreshan
sloop "Ada" with the telescope a mile and a half south, inte the Gulf of
Mexico, To the "surprise" of the Korveshans, their calcularions had been

off, The "airline" they projected did not intersect the waters of the

Gulf until it extended ¢ne-eighth mile beyond their caleulations. Cer-

10Rﬂr¢sh, Cellular Cosmegony, p. 106; "The Koreshan Expedition,”

llkaresh, Cellular Cosmogony, pp. B and 73, BO6-&7; "Barth is Con-
caye," FMFP, June 22, 1897, p. %.
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zun, confended Teed, was encompassed by Che concave earth, Seven metallic
stratifications made up the shell of the concave sphere.
The Laminae or concave plates of the environing shell
of the physical univorse aze metallic reflectors as
well as points of rtravsmutation, As the essences of
dematerialization at the stellar nucleus rediate and
fzll into these plates of e¢nvironment there is A process
of metamorphic transsmtatiow in which the essence becomes
matter, the matter of the plates becemss spirie, and the
reflection carvies the ascending or levie essence back Lo
the central star. Thia reeiprocal interchange or gravic
precipitation and levie reaction peresetuates the relation
of cenier and circumference, making of the universe an

eternal electro-magnetic apparatus, scli-perpetuating and
Tecreative, 12

Teed described, in a style only he understood fully, the cosmos as being
a tremendous electro-magnetic beitery with positive and negative terminals
ecorrelating with the light and dark sides of the sun. Energy in the form
of a positive force was redizted to the crust of the orb where it was re-
versed in charge and reflected back Lowards the stars and the "stellsr
nucleus.” After the sun had revolved, the dark portien of the sun at-
tracted the newly charged energy to its terminal. This constant changs
of charge constituted Teed's contenlbion concerning cosmogony. The hypo-
thesis that the universe was self-perpetuating was founded on the concept
that "the stars do not radiate more than they receive, thereafore they are
perpetual in their permanency; thal is, they are eternal."®  Whereas there
were stars and 8 sun, Che moon and planets were only reflectiens of the
BN &

The key to the underztanding of such a concept lies in the con-
sidrration that under Teed's system man could only understand things which

are finite, for the upiverse musi be gubject to form and limitatiom in

Libid,, p. 13

jﬁﬂﬂrﬂsh, Korashan Univeveolemy, pp. 36, 13 and 15 Koresh, Gcl-
lular Cosmogony, p. 173.




crder to facilitate man's ccwprehension of his emvironment. If there
were no limits to "size," then there would Be no limit to "smallness "
and therclore the coswos would be beyond the wndevstanding of won.  Why,
though, iz it important that man be able to understand his predicament?
What advantage could man derive from the key Toed had Lesn given to
cosmagony?! There was a close relatienship betwren Teed's noticn of the
spiritual and patural worlds of the universe. This relationshiip betwesn
man's worlds was the key given te Teed in the autuma of 1868, soma thirly
VAL S EHTliEEil?

God, like the universe, occupled the centval arena of icportance
for the Koreshaps, An explanation of Cellular Cosmogony reads like a
perfect analogy to the community's beliefs concerning God's nature and
Hig spiritual world, with the Deity as the sun and His Son as the reflec-
tions from the laminae of the earih's crust, In fact, the purnese of
stwdying the cosmos and its manifestations was g0 enhance man's nwndorstand-
ing ¢f the spiritual world, for the Koreshans maintained Chat any attempts
to understand the Deity would have to be founded upon the book of Wature,l®

Man has speculated sbout God's being for many centurics. From
St. Augustine's query concerning God's capability of evil to Saint Thomes
Aquinas and his proof of Ged's existence, man has speculated about his
Deity's nature. God's capabllity of evil as well as the question of His

actual existence were two of the issues of major importance to Dr, Teed,

l?KDrEEh, Koreshan Universology, pp. 3 and lL2; Rovesh [Cyrus R.
Teed |, Emanuel Swedenborg, His Mission (Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing
House, 1895), p. 1; Koresh [ Cyrus R. Teed], The Illumination of Xoresh:
Marvelous Erperience of the Great Alchemist at Utica, Hew York (Esterao,

Florida: Guiding Star Publishing House, ¥.B.}, p. 13.

18y oresh, Celiular Cosmogony, p. 135; Keresh, Ismprtal Manhood,
pp. lwi, lawvii, cxii and Ixxi-lxxid; Kovesh, Bevelation, p. 2.
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ard ho asked these questions "In the Hame of Hummnity.“lg

Teed contended that there were several manifestations of God.
The realm of the Deity was the eighteenth century Swedish mystic's
world, Emanuel Swedanborg's splritual world, mot a heaven above the
clouds, God was within man's mind, beyond the brain's "Interposing
vall.," Therefore, te deny the existence of the Suprowe Being would be
to deny man's existence, and to deny man's existence would be to reject
the “"coordinate. . . anatomy of the physical univurnc,“ﬂu as well as
Teed's revelation from the "Almighty." God perpetuates Himself in smch
the same way as the sun pérpetuates itself. From tha enviroomeni of man,
God raised up & sow. Through experience the sem had te attain perfection,
for the son was both good and evil, and he had to voluntarily veject the
evil hie Father had manifest in him, for the Lowd said, "I form the light
and create darimess, I make peace and create evil; I the Lord deo all
thesc uhlngs,“zl After the son had attained a state of prace, the Father
was absorbed into the son's consciousness, at which point the sen lost his
individualicy and thues existed as GCod., For the Korsshans state:

Let it be undorstoed that the Lord Jesus, whoe was the

Son of God, had within him the Pather; that he was the

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.22
There was not, thean, just one Son of God, but many. According to Teecd's

doctrine, there were six messlahs in biblical history with the seventh

lgtnresh, Cellular Cosmogony, p- 5; "In the Hame of Humsnity" was
the adage which always accompanied Teed"s signature.

z?ﬂaresh, Immortal Manhood, p. Locvil.

lypia., p. lxiid.

zzunrﬂsh, Revelatien, p. 51.
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axpacted te usher in the new mi1levnium, 23

A relationship existed between the seven forms of the Hebraic
vorb and the son of God. Each form of the Hebrew verb had a coordinata
messianic expression. The Hebrew verb forms wore actlve, passive, in-
tensive active, intensive pasaive, causative actlve, causative, passive
and reflexive. Thelr massianic coordinates were Adanm, Enoch, Mosh, Moscs,
Elljah, and Jesus, with but the reflexive manifestetlon expected, Exzch
divine messenger was the colmination of the experience of the previouvs.
Thus the seventh messish was to be the highest form of the seven angels.
Through "revelation" Cyrus learned of the coming of the seventh messizh.
Man's Deity had "announced" to Teed the arrival of the Messenger, the
"highest" of God's chosen soven. Upon death the Son would be resurrected,
ag the Lord and Son becams one, Thue the cycle of tha Lovd's perperuity
vould be completed. HNote, though, that the cycle, er at leosst this por-
tion of the cycle, includes only seven massiahs. A number such as sevem
indicates a finite sitvation; seven then is a terminal number. What then
did Teed speculate the future would held for lunkindeﬁ

Since the beginning of the Christiam era, the Church has bzen
antlcipating the new dispensation, God's revelation to John, Anabaptists,
Prophets and Millerites all have prepared for the coming of the millennium,
the day the Saints would stand upon Zion, all cne hundrad forty-four
thousand of them with their Father's mam= on their forehead, singing halle-
lujah, Certainly millennialism has been a recurring theme throughout the

history of the Christian Church, and probably the prime mover of American

23 oresh, Swedenborg, p. l; William Linten, "Taped Comversation';
Koresh, lmmortal Manhood, p. Laswil, elsxei, comiyv and lxiii; Keresh,

Revelalion, pp. 25 and 51,

2“%oresh, Revelation, pp. B8 and 51; Koresh, Immortal Mauhood,
pp. cliv-clv; Sargent, “Noreshan Unity.," p. 2.
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utopian conmanities before the turn of the century. Shakers, Inspira-
tionaliste, and Puritans all had their eyes turned to the advance of the
new dispensation. Aleng the same lines the Eoreshans followed, but with
an interesting twist. The followers of Loresh seemed to be in search of
security. In two Chousand years since the death of the Nazarone, the
possibility of one hundred forty-four thousand Christisns deserving
sainthecd is great, If this be the case, what path would be laft for
medern dey "saints" who deserved election? Whether or not the ranlks of
the Lord's chosen fow hiad been filled, it would be & welcome toliaf to
Eind the ranks enlarged, With the day when the "sign Arics emtered the
constel Lation PiEcEE”ES at hand, a Gog and Magog prapared to do batile
at Armageddon, man could find a deep imner security in the fact that God
would select two hundred eipghty-eight thousand to £111 the roles of the
sons of Gud.zﬁ

How, though, does one ratienalize a revelation of God preclaiming
two hundred eighty-eight thousand elipible for sainthood, when the Lord
had previously revealed to John the smaller membership? To understand
this paradox, Teed's concept of the Teity must be exanined, What is the
highest physical manifestation of the Divine Being? "God," sLated the
Koreshans, "is persenal and iadividual. She is net ancther person, but
the person of the Godhead in her final revelations." This tradition of
the Deity baing of the feminine pender was first mentioned in Teed's "Ti-
leminsztion” when the "Diwvine Motherheoed" presented him with the key to

univetrsology. Teed added scriptural authority with the passage from

ESK@raﬂh, Immortal Maghood, p. exvii.

EﬁKﬂrash, Imncrtal Manhood, pp. 1=, 1xxxv, xov, lxxxix, ci, cxvi,
cxwli and xcii; Koresh, Revelation, pp. 79-80 and 33,
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Erom Jeremish 31:22, which reads: '"For the Lord has created a new thing
on the ecarth: a woman shall compass a man."27 From this passage Teed
drew the concept of a woman compassing a man, or rather that the body
of the woman surrounded or encompassed the mind and soul of the man to
form the physical manifeststion of an ambisexual God. In this line of
teasoening, if God i= "biune," that is, two-in-cna, then hiszs sons would
also be bisexual., Thus one Son of God would depend upon a man and a
woman to be realized. In this mamer one hundred forty=-four thousand
"Bons of God" standing above Zion singing the "new song' would require two
hundred eighty-eight thousand men and women, te come into existence,Z8

Biblical scholars such as George A, Buttrick have long argued the
point concerning the passage of Jeremish from whiech Teed drew his herma-
phrodite God, due primarily to the difficulty of translating the Hebrew
verb tesdbhébh, meaning "protects" to the Revised Standard Version; but
the more literal translation in the King James Version is ''shall compass."
Teed of course claimed that his Cranslation, which concurred with the King
Joames Version, was revelation from God, and therefore could not ba quea-
tioned. If Horesh's translation was correct, certainly it would not be
the first revelation indicating the ambisexuality of god, 29

There iz a long tradition concerning the hermaphrodite god. Helf-

male snd half-female, this figure has turned up in the mythelegy of many

EFJerendah 31:22 (X.J.V.); Koresh, DLmmortal Manhood, p. exlyviii.

EBHﬂtesh, Immortal Manhood, pp. laxetwil, clxix, Ixxxiii, claxi,
elxx, lxxvii, cxlib and exly.

EgGeﬂrge A. Buttrick, et al, The Interpreter's Bible (Mew Yourk:
Abinpgdon Pregzs, 1958), vol, v, p. 103%4; Koresh, Immortal Manhood,
P ®Ei.




crffeieri paoples. The figure of the Aphrodite, "the womsn with a

. (0 " - . -
penhs,”3 as well 25 the union of Siva apnd Sekti to create Ardhanarisvara

arc long established bisexual gnﬂs.jl

The carving of the Hindu god
Ardhanarisvara ot 2 cave wall in Central India depicts the Hermaphrodite
with the left side male and the right side plainly female, corresponding
to Teed's concept of “The Sons of God bern in and through the world's
catartrophe, whore men-women in the likeness of God, each being two-in-

one. . 22

Included in the list of men-women beings would be the great
Sphinx in the Osdipus legend., Within the realmn of nature thera are sewpe
suggestions which might also be drawn vpon to Indicate the bisexuality

of the Godhead. During "rutling' season many animals develop secondary

sexval characteristics, and the natives in Australia decovats themselves

-

33 on the

in imitatien of these characteristics for their increase rites.
American scene there were several groups which indicated belief in scme form
of a dual god. Ann Lee of the Shaking (uakers believed that she was to be
the bride of the Lamb in Revelation 21:9, and they would become one. A
sinilar marriage was supgested with the Rappites at old Economy, with the
Harmenist congregation preparing to becoma the Lamb's bride.

What this all means is that there was a tich tradition from which

Teed could have drawn concerning the biscxuality of God., Horesh had been

in contact with Hindu deoctrine at the 18906 Chicapn Exhibition. In many

0paul A. Robinson, The Freudian Left (Mew York: Harper and Row,
1969), p. 97.

Blﬂlajn Danielon, Hindo Polytheisa (Mew York: Bellingen Founda-
tion, 1564}, p. 203,

¥pord Chester, The Grest Red Dragon, p. 136,

Fs

3 y
Kobipson, Froudian Left, p. 96.



Flg, 2.--The Bisexual Deity

The carving of the Hindu god Ardbanarisvara cn a cave wall In Central

Tndfa depicts the Hermaphrodits with the left side male and the risht

side plainly female, corresponding to Teed's concept of "The Sons of God

. . . where mep-women in the likeness of God, each being two-in-ome. . .7
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ways Tecd can be scen aa & greoat pelectiz, for he was constantly drawing
ideas from other groups and incerporacing them into his own Zoymsa.  Though
it may not be possible to find out where he acquired his theories concern-
ing the pabtore of God, it is possible to develop a2 hypothesis as to vhere
he acouired them, By association, the choice can be narrowed sufficiently
to deduce that he probably received the impetus from the American con-
muanes mentioned, acd theo developed the ides as he came in conboct with
the Hindu teachings.

With the coming of the millennfum, which preceded the holocaust
mentioned in Revelation 20:8, the batiic of Cog &nd Mapgop, the "hew race
of man would be projected into cuistonce, tho Sons of God, the CGrder of
HElEhiEEﬂEk,"jﬁ These Yarch-natural" men would be like God, that is
”biune”35 of we=in=-cne. They would come into existence as the resulb of
a man "ovdeined for this special office. . . a type of scicotist who comes
at the end of the dispenzation with the true Universmlﬁgy.“35 This man
would be the "Messenger of the Covenant." He would be the "seventh
angelic manifestation of the Deity."’

Befere the coming of the new era, the Lord promized to send
Elijah the prophet, a messiah. EKoreshans felt that this messenger to be

sent was God's anncinted, Cyrus, of Isaish 44-45:

—

34
Koresh, Revelation, p. 17.

i5
Koresh, Tmmortal Manhood, pp. cluxxiv and exlviii,

Foresh, Immortal Manhood, p. zeiii.

37
Fortesh, Revelatini, po 51,



Thus savs the Lord, your Redecmer.
Msho says of Cyrus, 'He is my shephlierd,
and he shall fulfil all my purpose';
gaying of Jerusalew, 'She shall be buile,’
and of the temple, 'Your [oundation
shall be lzid.’

Thus says the Lord to his ancinted,
to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped,
to subdue nmations before him, . .38

Teed proclaimed, "Every esoteric menifestntion of the present time is but
the reflex of the presence af the Messiah now in the world since 153?."j9
Thiz fs a strong indication that Teed viewed himself es the Messiah,
considering he was born in 1839 and his name was Cyrus whese foather was

Jesse. Koresh added, "Swedenborg savs Cyros sfgnifies the Divine Human"

(see Dictionary of CGFIEH?BH&EHE%, T, ?E];aﬂ this 2% well as the Eace

that all of Teed's publications were dated A.K. or Anno Koresh, suggests
that Cyrus felt he waz the messenpger whoe woueld be absorbed into "the
chogen Woman, the visible Hﬂther,"41

Throughout his career, Teed sought out the Divine Teing of his
"Ilumination,'" tha "vizsible Mother" who had promised, in 1869, te "walk
with thee"%? ip the near futurc. The woman of Teed's"IIlumination” was
to become the physical manifestation, the woman ecncompassing man, of the

Deity. Teed actively sought this woman's appearance, The suit by

Breath 44-65 (R.5.V.).

3
gkﬂféﬁh, Bevelation, p. &43.

#ﬂﬁnresh, Swedenborg, pp. 31 and 43.

) II:*I'I'-Ir.“n:esrh,. Inmortal Manhood, pp. cluvii and Ixxxvi; Koresh, Revela-
tion, p. 88; Koresh [Cyrus R, Teed ], Koreshan Science and its Appliecaticn
te Life (Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing House, Lagay, p. 13,

ErEKnresh,-llluminstiDn, X3




Mr. Miller in Chicago, 1892, for the alienation of his wife's affection,
alleged "that Dr, Tecd represented to his wife that he would make her

the GCoddess Minerva,"*® Later when Annie (. Ordway joined the community,
Teed recoghized her as the chosen one. Sha waz renamed Victoria Gratia,

and served as the president of the group where her title was "pre-cominent.'

¥,
Foreshaon hynns of the period sangy praise of Victoria as well as Cyrus‘&*

By the turn of the century the Koreshans had placed their Deity
apd the sun at the eenters of the "anthropostic' and natural universe.
Bath forms of the cosmos were proven to be etermal, and the "scientific"
basis of this perpetuation was named "Universology.'" Victoria Gratia
and Cyrus R. Teed walked teogether in a celibate relaticnship to escort
the new dispensation and the Zons of God into their earthly reign, Until
the day of the miliennium though, the Koreshans had to establish and pre-

serve a harmenious relaticnship with the people of Lee County,

aa“TEEd Suad," p. 6,

4
William Linton, "Taped Conversation”: "He is Messiah Mo Lenger,"
P. l; Koresh, Genersl Information, p. 12 Cyrus R, Teed, Tribute to

EiE§E£iE Armie §, Ordway (Chicago: Guiding Star rublishing Hoose, L&89)
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CHAPTER 1V
THE CONFRONTATION OF SOCIETIES

Writing in 1913 Walter Lippmaon, the nation's most important young
radical/intellectusl leader of the pericd, commented in his political

nevel, Drift and Hasterz (Hew York: 19140 that "There have hecn a Tew

fanatics who lived so a#bsolutely for the millennivm that they have made

a little hell for their companions." With their enthusiastic activities
preparing for the coming era, certainly many millennialists have created
“"a little hell"™ for those who were forced te associate with them. Various
measures weve considered te help roduce any tension between utopians and
nonbelievers, but it seems that the most successful measure for the
communalists was te segregate themselves from society, Isolation was
found to be an effective mezsure by such groups as John Humphrey Noves'
band of Perfectionists when they were forced to retreat from hostilities
at Putney, Vermont, to the isclation of Oneida Creek. A similar experi-
ence occurred with both Icaria and the Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints in their moves from Nauvoo to California snd Utah respectiwvely.
With similar experiences, the Koreshans found that a move from their
Washivgton Heights and NMormal Park residences in Chicagoe would be advan-

tageour for their peace of wind and their grawth.l

IHﬂrﬂu Lockwood Carden, Oneida: Utopian Commonity to Modern Cor-
poration (Kew York: Harper and Row, 1969}, pp. 18-22; Brodie, Mo man
knows my histery, p. %00; Hine, California's Utopisn Communities, p. 603
"Koreshan's Chicago Career: Wives Deserted Huesbands," Tempa Morning
Tribune t(hereafter cited TML), January 3, 1909, p. 4%; "Hew Jerusalem," p. 4.




Emigration from Chicago was found to be necessary when continual
social resistance to the community's plans forced them to seck a2 location
wvhich would provide a more c¢ordial atmosphers [or their activities,
Several areas ware considered, including San Francisco where a branch
location was begun, but the decision was finally made to move far from
the evil corruption of a major city. If seclusion was their prime motive
in moving to southwest Florida, they certainly chose an appropriate spot.
Thirty miles to the south of Estero, "Maples by the Gulf™ was just begin-
ning te show migns of potential growth, and to tha north cows were still
walking through the streets of Fort Myers, fifteen miles away from the
utepiana. Since Fort Myers was the nearest town of any pelitical or
economical importance, it was necessary to develop a cordial relationship
with the coemunity, for there would have to be a certain anount of soclal
inturplay_z

The question might be raised at this point as to the ioportanca
of the relationship between Fort Myers and the Koreshan Unity. Would the
experiences of the Unity have been altered if the group had colonized at
a8 location which afforded the community no means of contact with other
social groups? Perhaps the best example of community interaction can be
illustrated with the Rappites at both New Harmony and 0ld Economy. In
each case, the Harmonists aided their neighbors' growth by both their own
economic stability and help in designlng Indianapolis. This placed the
two groups in a very friendly relationship. Thus the very existence of

the Koreshans in southwest Plorida had an important effect on Fort Myers

2

Information concérning the Koreshan experience im California can
be found in The Pruning Hook (S=n Francisce, California, February 23,
1891, p. 1, which later became The Plowshare and Pruning Hook, May 1,
1891, p. 1.
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2rel Lee County. Sacial interplay was triggered nol only by the notoriely
whileh Fallowad the Unity, but alse by the pelitieal intecacticen which
came about due te the efforts of the utopians. Thus the relaticnship
batween the two communities had a direct impzct upon the develeopment of
the Koveshans io Lee ﬂnunty.3

Fort Myerz was a emall "ecow"™ town with around three-hundred
posidents whan Dr. Teed arrived in Lee County dn 1824, With an eve to-
ward the future, bhe Unity immediately bepan efforts to establiash gerdial
relations with Fort Myers. Teed assured the local residents that ewven
though he predicted the coming of the millennivm of which he was the
first physical manifestation, they could rest assured for, "I take it
that we are not undergoing the three woes predicted in Revelation, . _”ﬁ
For a prophet of "doom" these were certainly cenciliatory words to a
group which might have been suspicious of bis actionsz. Bub in order bo
avold repetition of the hostilitics which had been expericenced in Chicage,
it was imperative that Tecd develop friendly ties with the tuwu,E

Koveshan efferts to build a selid relationship with the county
were remarkably successful, Often members of the Unity were sent into
Fort Myers for a weekend as delegates of good will. HNo better strategy

could have been followed, for before the Unity had been Iin Flerida for

gix months the Fort Myers Press, the county's only newspaper, reported that

the Foreshan vepresentatives wisiting town were, "all intelligent, well-

educated and pleasant pecple whom it is 8 pleasure to meet and talk to, , .

S

Karl J, B. Arndt, Harmony Socicty, ch, 15.

4%pr, Tead,' FMP, Mey 3, 1894, p. 1.

» FMP, June 28, 1694, p. &,
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vhey are all workers and will make their part of the country a
veritahle paradise on earth, if intellfgent work will accomplish i1.m6
4t the same time, the community was preparving to invice the local digni-
taries to wisit the utepians' new home.
To increase the circulation of advantagecus stoeries of their

af forts on lands to the south of Fort Myers, Lhe uwtopians invited the
fown fathers to wisit their new settlement., Included among the visitors
P

was the editer of the Press who was quite impressed with the Koveshian's

activities, Feollowing the visit the paper reported that;

As regards to their neiphhorly gqualities 1 have never koown

a people more highly praised by theic neighbors than they.

As for myself I never expericnced a more enjoyable visit./
The vigit included a tour of the Eoreshan drainage prnjént and & discus-
sion dealing with their plans for the future, A "four or five! course
mezl which was "boutiful and sumtous [sic]” highlighted the visit, Many
more wisfits such as this ene followed during the next few vears with each
one developing the friendship between the two groups. 1t was in this
mapner that the Koreshans were actively committed to the development of
strong tiez between Fort Myersz and th&mselvus.ﬁ

Dr. Teed took an active role by acquaintiong Fort Myers with
Koreshan plans and beliefs both by writing letters to the Press, and by

meking periodic appearances at the "Phoenix'" lecture hall, It seems as

if the town was receptive to its frequent guest, for the Press reported

, EMP, June 23, 1294, p. 4.

7 .
"The Koreshan Community,” p, 1,

2
"The Koreshan Unity,"™ p. 10.
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The first sign which indicated that thers were potential problems
iq Lee County for the Koreshans came from the civil suit, Damkohler vs.

L When the suit was first filed in

The Trustees of the Horeshan Unity,
spril of 1897, there sppeared that little would be involved. Gustave
pamkchler had in 1893 and 1894 deeded two plots of land to the Kereshans.
First there were three hundred acres given to the Koreshans for the sum
of one dellar. Then he sold, for the same price, at Teed's insistence,
sccording to Damkohler's son, his last tweabty acres to the Unity. By
1897 Damkohler had become disenchanted with utepia and he was ready Lo
reclaim his land. It would be hard to believe, as Damkohler's son
insisted, that the Koreshans had promised him a new home at the center
of the Mew Jerusalem, the planned location of the "Great Temple. ™
Clearly there was po evidence to support the old man's claim., AL most
the ¥oreshans had taken advantage of the old German's loneliness by
offering him companionship. But with the help of an ingenious lawyer a
point of leverage was fnund.l5
The case was interesting not for its merits, but rather for its
lack of them. It is apparent that the case could not be argued with mitch
success concerning the invalidity of the land grant. Instead, Damkechler's
lawyer brought the Horeshan concept of the universe on trial., The point
of the trial was to judge the validity of Damkohler's deed to the
Koreshans for his land. True, the deed for twenty acres of land was sub-

mitted as evidence, Bub more important than that was the fact that

submitted in evidence in this lengthy trial were over twenty pages of the

" Laee County General Index to Civil Cases, "Defendants,™ 1895-1872,
¥h.

L3E. E. Damkohler, Memoirs of the First Settler, p. 23.




Eoreshan monthly periodical, The Flaming Sword, dealing only with Teed's

convex carth the&r?.lﬁ

As the town watched the trial come to a close, & ney figure was
gravitating towards Fort Myers society, who would attempt to fan any
emoldering embers of anti-Koreshan feelings into open flames. While the
case was beipg decided out of court with each party receiving one-half
of the three hupdred and twenly acres in question, a celibate marriage
ceremony was taking place in Wew Orleans. Editha Lolita, Countess
landsfeldt, and Baroness Rosenthal, daughter of Ludwig I of Bavaria and
Lala Montez, god child of Pius IN, divorced wife of Gensrzl Diss Debar,
widew of two other men, and Che oaly legitimate successor to Madanm
Blavatsky, was taking the name of her latest husband, a former Congrega-
tionist minister, James Dutbtton Jackeen.,l? Editha Diss Debar {the name
which shall be used in order te avold confusien) and her husband planned
to found a uwtopian community in Lee County on seven thousand acres owned
by Jackson, There they were to worship the "biune' god, subsist on
"fruits and nuts,"” and patiently await the coming millennium. Upon their
arrival in Lee County, Diss Debar was "taken aghast" at the presence of
such a "scoundrel” as Teed in so fair an area as Fort Myers. But in the
capse of truth she felt it necessary to remain silent to sea if Dr. Teed
had reformed. Such a story has the distinct ring of absurdity to it, and

yet the citizens of Fort Myers accepted it. For a period of seveoral

16
Damkohler ves, The Koreshan Unity, 59 Lee Co. 211 (1897).

_1?"016 Friend in a New Role," FMPF, December 15, 1898, p. 1 supple-
ment (from the NHew vork Herald), Diss Debar showed many similarities to
Dr. Teed. This can be attributed to the fact that for a time she had been
4 member of the Chicago Koreshans;'Princess Editha Lelita [ Diss Debar],”
FHMP, December 1, 1898, p. 1. She had joined the ¥oreshans after she had
been "released by the Jesuit priest" who had "kidnapped her,M
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nonths Diss Debar demanded that Teed be driven eut of Florida and an in-
vestipgation be set in motion to determine what was occurring in Estoro.
Fortunately for the Horeshans, Diss Debar had made a similar attempt to
brezk up the community in Chicago, and it had been rnpnrtéd by the police
to the Chicago pﬂp&rﬁ.la shortly after the publication of this stoxy
biss Debar and her husband left Lee County, leaving the Unity and Fort
Myers to do i:u-ElZf.LlE.l'gJ

Until early Febrvary of 189%%, charges and countey-charges were
thrown back and forth by the county and the Unity. Diss Debar had done
an effective job stirring uwp trouble, but she coeuld net have dome so had
there not been some wnderlying bed of discontent, The best possibilicy
of explanation is that the growth of the Unity was beginning to look
like 2 echallenpe to Fort Myers. If the Koreshangs were to grow to even a
fragment of thelr anticipated size, it would relegate Fort Myers to a
secondary positicn unacceptable to the leaders of the town. IL the
Koreshans were to prevail, they needed only to buy the lapd, which they
had done with a fair amount of success, and then throw the land open to
their "thousands of members." Thisz would destrov the importance of the
ecopomic and political leadership of Fort Myers. This was a totally
unazcceptable position to the leasders of the town, and it was a position

they would not accept without a fight.

Livporeshans Hit Back," FMP (reprint from the Chicago Journal,
December &, 1898, p. L.

n1s thiz aAnother Colony on the Horeshan Order for Lee County?",
FMF, Hovember 24, 1898, p. 1; "Hew Rele,™ p. 1: "aic Back," p. 1; Diss
Debar, "The TPrincess Futrhishes Another Chapter on the Deoings of 'Dr.’
Teed," FMP, December 8, 12%B, p. 1; E. L, Jackson Diss Debar , "Editor
Fort Myers Press," FMP, December 153, 1898, p, 1; H. F. Wright, "Arraigns
Dr. Teed,” FMP, Janvary 19, 1893, p. 1.
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Towards the height of the controversy, however, the community
began to lose pround, Its membership dwindled, and the leadarship
faltered, due in part te Dr. Teed's return to Chicago., In the midst of
the controversy Fort Myers found all of its worries dissipated., Ey the
turn of the century the Press reported that the colony could then claim
twenty-eight members since it had recouped some of its losses of the
preceding vear. Thus the town's discontent was founded upon rivalry
since 1t was hostile te the Unity only when the utopians threatened the
town's predominance over county affairs, Fort Myers felt at times that
it had cavgse to fret owver its political and ecenomic supremacy in scuth-
west Flnrida.gﬂ
fe Fort Myers hegan to realize, at least for the time, that it
would have no trouble maintaining its position as the deminant [orce in
southwest Florida, the battle of words ceased., Soon the Eoreshans were
able to patch the damaged friendship with the town. Periodically the
EEEEE_repurtEd the improved situation at Estern, With renewed efforte a
general mood of conciliation seemed to hawve prevailed, Teed returned to
his congregation and stayed away from the more controversial aspects of
hig religion, On the pelitiecal theme he emphasized that if his followers
ever gained ascendency over county politics, it would govern for the
"peoples' good," Thus the relationship between the twoe groups n&rmmlized.zl

Foreshan hospitality once again came to the forefront. Other

than the invitations teo visit the work being done at Estero, the colony

Et:""]-",stm-u:r,,“ THP, Hovember 15, 1500, p. 4; "Settlers Succeeding at
Estero," FMP, October 19, 1899, p, L; "Koresh's Chicage Carecr: Wives
Deserted Husbands," TMT, January 3, 1909, p. 4; "Teed Poses as a Martyr,"
FMP, October 18, 1906, p. L.

El“ﬂfssiah No Longer,' p. 1; "Sfettlers Swcceeding,” p. 1; "Estero,"



alse extended invitations to Fort Myers to wisit during their special
fegtivities such as the Luna Festival in 1903, Such celebrations vere
grand events highlighted by plays written and produced by the Xoreshans,
Once again strong were the ties that bind, but not so strong as the
constant question concerning the politiecal futere of the county. DBut in
the next confrontatiom, centering this time in Estero, the Koreshans
had found an additional slly,22

Beginning in 1904, before the November slection, the Koreshans
were allowed a weekly article im the Press written by Professor U, G,
Morrow, inventor of the rectilineater, under the pen name "Veritsas," or
truth. It appears that the Editer of the Press, Phillip Issacs, traded,
allowing the Koreshans a weekly article for propagsnda and Press neulbral-
ity, in exchange for theilr support during the election of 1904, Issacs,
who was running for the wvacant county judge seat at the time, later
adamantly denied the charge that he ever sought Roreshan support. Lt
gLill remains, though, that the Xoreshans had wnlimited use of the paper
as long as Issacs was not persenally invelved. As mentioned, Issacs
claimed that he did not seck Koreshan support in 1904, but rather the
Eoreshans had solicited his support. Either way, the end result rémained
the sama. "Veritas'" was able, even during the height of a controwversy, to
present an aiv of impartiality, and thus furnished the Unity with a
potent weapen when dealing with "anti-Koreshaps,"Z3

An important aspect of the Kereshans'move to Flerida was centered

aroutd Cthe idea of building the Hew Jerusalem. After having spenb ten

EE“Kureshans,” O

23Phillip Issacs, "Koreshan Methods of Attack," FMP, October 11,
1906, p. &; "Veritas," "The Expansion of Esterc," FMP, June 23, 1904,
p. 2. This iz one of the earliest articles written by U. G. HMorrow under
the pseudonym "Veritas."



years in Lee County, the Unity felt that they were ready to venture into
thelr great undertaking. The first step that had to be taken was the
incorporation of Estero as a town. In August of 1904 the Koreshans made
the initial move toward fulfilling their goal. The Press reportecd that
M, « « the Koreshan Unity has taken legal steps. . . for laying out and
bullding the 'City of New Jerusalem,' and have posted legal notices at
the Estero post office, that on the first day of September, 1904 a
meating of the citizens will be held for the purpose of incorporating a
city to contain twelve miles square of territory, and elect officers. . .“2ﬁ
It cannot be discermed if the Koreshans expected the incorporation to be

a popular measure or not, but after they wmade their announcement there

was talk among the populace of Estero settling the wmatter with "powder

and bullets,"??

Shortly after the Koreshan notice of incorporation, the non-
Koreshans of Estero bound themselves into a group known as the “anti-
Koreshans." For a variety of reasons they vigorously objected to being
included in the move towards incorporation. Obviously they were weary
of the idea that scmeday a threc-hundred foot wide avenue would pass
through their small citrus groves and destroy years of thelr work. Aneo-
ther problem was their fear of taxation. Who, they asked, would bear
the burden of financing the building of the New Jerusalem, and even if
they could afford such taxation, they did not want to be under the control
of the Koreshans., This was probably the most important reason to desire

exclusion from the new city.zﬁ

2iMLargest City in Florida," FMP, August 4, 1904, p. 1.

—_—1

zﬁ“veritaa,” "The Government of Estero," FMP, September 1, 1904, p. 4.

260itizens Committee, "Citlizens Do Not Want to be Included in Pro-
posed Incorporation by the Koreshans," FuP, August 11, 1904, p- 8.
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The greatest percentage of lands te be incorporated werc owned by
non-residerts of Lea County. The Koreshans owned only about ten square
miles of the seventy-five square miles to be incorporated. Florida law
required only the votes of twenty-five legal voters to incorporate a
town. The real problem came from the fact that there were over fifty
lagal Koreshan voters at the time, and under a dezen non-Koreshan voters.
According to the Koreshan Constitution, which diaplayed "no aspect of
elther democracy or republicanism," no person was permicted to join who
would not bind themself to act as a wnit.2? With this system in force,
the anti-Eoreshans realized that their only hope for survival was to be
axcluded from the incorporation, for evem if they were doubled in size,
thay would still be fnsufficlent numerically to either block the incorpor-
ation or have any affect on the process of government Lf they were in-
cluded. Their hope was nob to meet for the Saptember lst Incorporation
convention, but to take their problem to the Press in order Lo win sup-
port snd bring pressure uvpon the colony to exclude them. This, of
course, ran counter to the plans of the Koreshans. 28

Formulating the incorporation measures was a precarious job for
the Unity, especially due to the fact that the colony owned only just
over one-tenth of the land luvolved., Teo exclude anyene from the project
would be an open inwvitation for others to bolt from the lncorporationm,

The comunity also had to deal with the fact that the inclusion and sup-

port of non-Xoreshans would add an air of legitimacy to the project which

z?ﬂnresh [Cyrus K. Teed ], The Constitution ¢f the ¥oreshan Unity
(Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing Company, N.D.), pp. 3 and 15,

23"'i.l'eritaa,“ “"Government," p. 1; Citizens Committee, '"Valuable
Property Owned by Outeiders,' FMP, August 18, 1904, p. 1; "Lavgest City
in Florida,”" p, 1; "Election Results,” FMP, November &, 1906, p. 1.



would otherwise be lacking, Considering that most of the land involved
was cwned by non-residents, and that it was only the unimproved land
psed for speculation which would be taxed, it was imperative that non-
¥oreshans be included. Seo important was this aspect of the incorporation
thet the Keoreshans threatened that anvone who excluded themszelf from the
measure would be restricted from the great metropolis as well as from
the use of the “creek" Estero, and even from the portion of Esterc Bay
which was to be included within the city 1i:;.~it=t.2|?J
As the first of September drew near the anti-Koreshan's campaign
began to take effect. In answer to thalr plea Lor help, various groups
gave support te the anti-Koreshans., Perhaps in & move to reverse the
trend for the coming Hovembor election, the tiny Lee County Socialist
Farty publicly came out in support of the anti-Korcshans, With the
pasaing of the important date, the group was pleased to find that thay
had found emough support in their cause to convince the FKoreshans to

exclude them from the plammed incorporation, even though zs = result of

this the Unity threatened to exclude them from the gates of the "great

city."3ﬂ

The question might be raised as to who should bear blame for
problems between the two groups. It might be supgested that the anti-
Koreshans were at fault, for they desired all the advantages the Unity
had to offer, snd yet they actively sought to aveid any obligations. On
the other hand, had they accepted the Koreshan project, they would have

loat all identify as a particular interest group with a diverse set of

. 2g”veritas," "Govermment," p, 1; Citizens Committes, "Object to
Coming Control of a Kareshan Municipality," FMP, Aupust 25, 1904, p. 1

] | R )
Citizens Committee, "Object to Municipality," p. 1; "Veritas, "™

I ]
Healthfulness of Florida," FMP, September 15; 1904, p. 4.
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necds irom thase of the Unity, as well as lest all rights to participace
in a government where they were the winerity and where the majority was
required to block vote, They lobbied for their individuality and their
independence, and won., The Koreshans could easily be cast as the
villains here. But were they? They sought to include people who had
nothing in common with them, and planied to tax those who would have no
representation in the govermment (that is the non-resident property
holder). Either viewpoint, though, could be argued in persuvasive fashion.
No doubt they would have treated the non-members well, for they needed
their support te add legitimacy to their moasures., 4As far as the taxing
of land speculators is concerped, that is taxing land which was purchased
with ne intent to settle om it, it is a common source of state revenue
today and it is certainly justifiable to tax speculative land. Whe is
the villain Chea? Perhaps neither sinee both groups sought only to ful-
fill their conflicting needs,

With the aftermacth of the controversy, once again the ;ﬂunty was
gble to conduct ite business in peace, at least momentarily. The tran=-
quility did not prove to be lasting, however, becsuse during the preceding
vear the Koreshan family had increased in size with the removal of the
Chicego group to Estero in 1903. For the firast time the Koreshaps had
the ability to be a power in leocal pelitics, and as "Dr." Teed had
warned Che county, "I am going to bring thousands to Fleorida. . . and
make every vote count in FPlorida and Lee Eﬁuﬂty;”al

While Teed had net brought "thousands" to Florida, he had in-

creaged Che Koreshan wote to around fifty-eight registered voters.

El"Hﬁssiah o Longer," p. 1; "Weritas," "Improvements at Estero,"
FHP. December 15, 1904, p. B.
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Certainly he could not control county politica with just under sixty
voles, but he did have sufflicicnt votes to act as a decisive factor in
any close primary clection. With this in mind, Teed was willing to play
fast and loose with his now found power. Perhaps it should be reiterated
that Tewd exercised abroalute control aver his membora, lor the Koreshan
conatitution provided that all members wern required te not as a unit,
Under ideal conditions there wns the possibility the dector could elect
@& condidate if he could form a coalition with the county Socialist Party
and disenchanted members of the other two partics. But for the time he
was satisfied to play the role of the king msker and work within the
dominant pérty im Lee County politics--the Democratic Pﬂ:‘t}*.]z

Lee County displayed identical voting trends as the rest of the
"8olid South," the Democratiec South., There was a token Republican Party
in the county which boasted of two hundred of the county's "one thousand"
registered voters, but it is difficult to accept the partisan claims of
the time, for the elections of the period never demonstrated such
strangth. The Republican voting record proved enly forty-nime voters
strong. Fluctuating betweén the claim of sixty vetes and an election
turnout of Fiftyv-eight voters, the Koreshans were able to prove a match
for the Bepublicans. Assuming that the Democrats veted along party lines
whare there was no contest, or when the Republican and Koreshan votes
could be plainly identified backing their party candidates, there were
four hundred and forty-six Democratic voters, Whereas the Koreshans
claimed there to be one thousand registered voters in Lee County, only
five hundred fifty-three could be counted on in an election which stirred

much political intevest.

"Election Returns," p. 1.
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TABLE 1

PARTY MEMBERSHIP IN LEE COUNTY - 190675

Demo- REepub- Soci-

icTats licaops Eorashans alists Total
Estimate in
the American T40 200 LE18] 1 1,000
Eagle
Analysis of
1906 Elcetion &40 49 58 7 553

Dr. Cyrus Reed Teed had actively souvght power in Lee County for
a mmber of vears. He therefore must have been pleased when the Demo-
eratic Primary came up (n the spring of 1906. The election promised to
be a close race. Close enough for the Koreshan votes to make the differ-
ence between victory or defeat, The importance of the clection wes that
it would set a precedent. Never before had the Kereshaps participated
in an election where their vote could be effective. Perhaps this power
hid from Teed developments which would decide the fate of the Koreshan
vote, To begin with, Teed alicnated the Democratic Executive Committes
by pledging his votes to the county and state ticket, but he claimed the
right to follew his conscience on the Congressional tieket., Adding to
this problem he failed to see that the Executive Committee was partial
toward one of the candidates for state representative, and he threw his
support to Lhe wrong candidate. Had Koresh supported W. L. Long for
State Representative instead of W. D. Bell, the Exccutive Committee
probably would have spoken ¢ulogies in Dr, Teed's honor praising his

honesty and his belief in democracy. But instead he supported Bell, and

33
“"Election Results," FMP, Wovember 8, 1906, p. 1l; Koresh, “Oppor-
tunity for the Public Voice," AE, June 7, 1906, p. 1.



1
fmmad Intely the Committeo wmoet and with only the dissenting voté from
W. B, Bell, the Koreshan vote was throwa ovt, "on the grounds that the
members of the Koreshan Unfity weve mot legally entitled to vote under

the call wade by the Exccutive l.':.i:ll':lm]1.'I:v|:~1E:."3'£I

Perhaps Toed threw his sup-
port in favar of the candidate who seemcd most aware of Koreshan opecds,
for later in the race the Fagle eritieized W. D, Bell of "whoring" after
votes, Quite probably Ball sought to sell himself to the Kereshans
first. The argusent concerning the eligibilicy of the Koreshans to vote
euriovsly wvas not offered until after they had voted., 1[0 cthey were not
eéligible te vote, why was it that their vote was accepted? The Committee
finally came to the conclusion that Koreshans could not participate in
the next primary election, "for the reascom that thoey are net regacded as
proper membars of the Demecratic Party. .”35

As both sides prepared to do battle, the Unity réecognized its

distinct disadvantage. In thelr previous controversy concerning incor-

poration, the editor of the Fort Mycrs Fress, the town's only paper, had

been newtral and thus allowed the Koreshans the use of the paper. But
Phillip Issacs, the editor of the paper, was alse the chairman of the
Board of County Commissionors as well as the chaleman of the Executive
Comnittee of the Demooratiec Party. Thus the Unity was oxcluded from any
vse of the paper during the controversy. Sensing fts immediate need to

be heard, the Koreshans set their press to work and published a new county

weokly--The aAmerican Eagle. The paper's purpose was to defend the Unity

in the vpcoming politiecal fight as well as to propagnte the ideas of the

Sﬁ"PrDEEEﬂi“Hl of the County Democratic Commictee,' FMP, May 24,
1906, p. 1; R. W. R. [ons], "Can Mo Explain,” AE, Juna 7, 1906, p. 3,

35"cuunty Democratie Committee," p. 1; "Results of the Primary,"
FMF, May 17, 1906, p. 4.



Korvshan sepported new political party, the Progressive Liberty Fatty.jﬁ

Considering the genesis of the American Eagle, and the history
of typical political slander sheets, the new paper war quite remarkable.
It provided ioteresting and tasteful reading, and above all, it was

ereative. As the November election drew near, Lhe Fort Myers PTress re-

varted to a weekly exposce of past rumors concerning Teod and the Unity.
It was especially indebted to ten year old publicatlions of Chicago papers

for moterial with which to slander Teed. The Amcrican Eaple responded hy

developing its own original material, whether it was a parody ol the
actions of the Democratic Exccutive Coemittee or a play on words and
names, OF course the people about whom the articles were written felt
the sting more than they saw the humor in the columns. As the election
drow near tempers bepan to flare, for the Progressive Liberty Party had
offerad the Lee County Democrats the only competitifon they had ever known.3/
One afternpon Just two wecks before the November electiom, Teed
and several of his prosclytes were visiting Fort Myers. Koresh had fre-
quently worried about the toun "mob" "getting him," and thus he zlways
traveled in the company of several of his male followers. On Saturday,
October 13, 1906 Teed's fears were rcalized when a street fight developed
cantering around him, There were conflicting reports concerning the can-
frontation between the Koreshans and several town citlizens, One thing
for certain was that "the Master" (Teed) ended up in jail afcer resorting

to fisticuffs with the towun n-l:rlhul.33

35“Pragrcssive Libarty Party Platform," AE, June 6, 1906, p. 1.
M ipambastes Tead's Ultimatum," TMP, Novwember 1, 1906, p. 1.

Hugepd Starts a Straet Flght," FMP, October 18, 1906, p. 3:
Kareah, '"Will Myers Redress the Wreng," AE, October 25, 1906, p. 1.
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Lt appears that a few words of disagreement tock place betwecn
W. Rosa Wallace, a Koreshan candidate in the planned cleclion, and a
Lee County citizen "Mr. Sellers." When Keresh becape involved in the
argument: 1t changed froem a heated debate to a stroct brawl. The near
riot ended when Marshal Sanchez gave Teed 2 '"good thrashing and then
haaled him off to jall. Townspeople claimed the fight resulted froem
Teed meddling in the affsirs of others, while the Korveshans insisted
that the brawl was instigalbed when R. A, Hendersen, the lone cendidate
for the office of County Treasurcr, offered five deollars to vhowever
would "thrash" Teed., If such was the case the Koreshans were = remarkably
forgiving pecple for they block woted for Henderson in the ensuing elec-
tion. W¥hatewer problom triggered this incident, ita uvnderlyving cause
was to be found in Che animosity ereated by the Korezshanz cffering the
First real electlon contest that the Democrats had ever encountercd. As
the campaign progressed, passions f£lared apd this resulted in Teed's
being attacked in town. It is claimed that Koresh never completely
recovered from Che beating due Lo several nerwves being shatbteved in his
ﬁhaulder+3gl
Az 2 Tesult of Ehis confrontation, Teed began making several
demands upen Feort Myers, including the remeval of the town marshel., He
said of his ultimsta, "WE DEMAND THEM OR TUE COMSEGUERCES OF FORT MYERS
AS A WINTER REFORT." Editor Issacs replied sarcastically:
Have pitty [sic] on uws, 0'¥oresh! Do not wreck wvengence

on a poor, defenseless people. We heseech the [sic],
oh tho Most Gracious Humbug of the Universe, bave mercy!

38ugsreat Fight," p. 3; "Redress the Wrong," p. 1; Martin Gardner,
Fads and Fallacies in the Wame of Science (Mew York: Dover Publications,
Inc., 1957), p. 26; "Teed Poses as & Martyr,' FMP, October 18, 1906, p. 1;

"Election Results," p. 1; William Linton, "Taped Conversation.™
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alteinative to the cut and dried election of Democrats. Democrats in
Lee County had abandoned the vse of a party platform by 1206,92 Any
candidate elected by tha Democratic primary in the sprinpg was assured of
election in November, for the Republicans could muster enly forty-five
votes and the Sccilalist candidates dropped out of the election in both
1904 and 1906. The new party stimulated both animosicy and interesc
as Hovemher advanced,™~

1t iz interesting teo note what zort of rule the Koreshans pro-
posed (o impose upen the county. Teed displayed s certain palitical
adeptiess when he played down the theocersey which he advecated in favor
of a milder form of "preogressive" leadership., Sensitive to the intercsts
of the electorate, he advocated a system of recall by which an official's
constituents could demand his recall wpon dissatisfaction. In another
bid for public support the Liberty Party demanded an equalization of
taxes which would ferce large land owners, especially those from oulb of
state, to pay their "fair share" of the taxes. In line with their doc-
trine of comminal ownership, the Eoreshans alszo offerced as part of their
platﬁnrﬁ publiec ownership of "public utilitics,"5%
The process by which these policies were chosen was through an

open convention which adopted both the party platform and party leadership.

.

ﬁiThe only thiog which the Democrabs offered which bore any re-
semblance to a party platform in the 1906 election was their criticism
of the Progressive Liberty Party and Dr. Teed., '"The Progressive Lying
Party Platform," EMP, October 25, 1906, p. 1, is a Cyplical example of
the Democratic stance on party issues.

#S“Electinn Results,” FMP, p. 1; "Progressive Liberty Party Plat-
form," AE, June 7, 1206, p. 1l; "Wanted: A Platform for Lee County
Demoeracy," AE, August 8, 1906, p. 1.

S i berty Party Platfovm,” p. 1.
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geveral explanations for this marriage, Obviously the first to come to
mind would be that for all her praise of celibate life, desp dovm she
was a hypocrite, Or possibly she was never comsitibed to celibacy, On
the other hand, it may be that while Dv. Teed was alive she could sub-
limate her sexual desires hy worshipping Tead and by managing the busincss
of the community. When Dr. Teed died she reverted to her physical needs
and married Dr. Graves. 5till another possibility was that she married
for security. This scems like the strougest possibility, for she was
foreed to leave the community due to increazing dissension. Thers were
several people deeply committed to her and to the belief that she was
the chosen one, At sixty-three years of age there was little she could
do to support herself, and having a single man support her might cause
people to suspect her worality. With this in mind, it seems likely that
Ir. Graves married her tﬁ suppart and care fer her, and thusz there woere
no conflicts of belief involved in the marriage.

After Teed's death the colony began to slowly lose momenbum as
the older members died and the younger members left for more exciting
lives, With the passing of Koresh little excitement was generated be-
tween the two communities. Following Teed's death and the loss of
membership, Fort Myers no longer had to worry about the possibilicy of
the Koreshan Unity becoming the guiding pelitical force of the county.
The towm wes content to let utopla languish in its southern home,

declining, =3 its celibate membership, with age,



2l

CHATTER ¥V
UTOPLA WITHERS AWAY

With the death of Dr. Teed in December, 1908, the Korveshans re-
groupad in order to determine the direction which they would follow
in the coming years. From the various branch cowmunities in the county
came Koreshans for their mecting in Estero., Heanry D. Silverfield, the
community's vice-president, returned from his activitics at the group's
manufacturing plant in Bristol, Tenncessce, and from Washingten, DLC.
came Annie G. Ordway, the Koreshan president. Before the coming of the
new year the Board of Dircectors had met in an effort to delormins
Koreshan policy.l

It was quickly decided to follow Teed's plans and to have Ordway,
whom Teed had designated as the chosen one, impleoment his p!aﬂsfa Even
without Teed as their "earthly" leader, the community expected rapid
growth and presperity until the coming of the new adv&nl:.3 Infortunacely
for the Korezshans, propress was not to be as smooth as thev had anticil-
pated. Undoubtedly ope of their most costly ventures for the Koreshan

Unity had DBeen the Ordway Manufacturing Plant im Bristel, It was this

]"mnu Head of the Koreshans or the Scene,” TMT, December 27,
1905, p. 1;: . FMF (reprinted from the Atlanta Georgian, December 30,

1508}, p. 1.

“loed, Tribute to Vietoria, p. L.

j“Hﬁw Euler of Eoreshan Unity Gone to Take Charge,' TMT,
December 26, 1908,
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plant which tested the cohesive force holding the Unity together.®
Shortly after the death of their "master" the XKoreahans were

confronted by financial problems originating from Bristol. In order te
“set up shop™ so to speak, the utopians were forced Lo borrow money and
purchage equipment on cvedit, Even before Teed's death the ereditors of
the plant were demanding a relurn of their investments, With Teed in
the forefront the community was able to present a unified defense in
exploining to creditors that paymonts would be made. But without Teed's
personal magnetism to hide bohind, the commmmity was aleost helpless. The
probles arose frem the group's Lnability to unite behind "Queen Victoria

Gratia,” otherwize known as Anmie G. ﬂrdway.ﬁ

Female equality had always been one of the Koreshan's supreme
tenata, With the creation of the College of Life, Teed had found women
to be ita teachers. Ewven the Unity's constitution reserved positions of
leadarsbhip io all three branches of the Koreshan organization. The
Society Arch-Triumphant, the Koreskan Co-operative, and the College of
Life were all gufded by a board of directors consisting of men and women,
and headed by a woman president--Annie G. Drﬂwuy.ﬁ From the time of the
Montanist movement areound A.D, 175 omward, "the history of enthusiasm is
largely o history of female emancipation. . ." Ik would be hard to
fgnore the parallel batwean the Montanists and the Koreshans, for with

the Montanists, like the Koreshans, "the female converts [especially

'&“Tuttnring,“ TMT, January 6, 1909,
*1bid., p. 7.

ﬁﬂnresh, Equalize the Burden and Reward and thus Perfect Life
(Mo place of publication, M.D.), p. l; Eoresh, Women's Emancipation
(tio place of publiecation, N.D.), p. 1; Koresh, Constitution of the
Koreshan Unicy, pp. 1, 7, 21 and 24,
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Priscillo and Maximilla)] of the group ranked next to the leader himself.™
The Koreshans then wvere merely following along the lines of tradition
where enthusiasts supported [cmale r1ght3_?

Alrhough the group had supported female equality and had accepted
women in managerial positions when the Poctor was ip the lead, there was
a4 different reaction to this practice in 1909, Dissent saomed to develop
Almost at once, or so it appeared, Ordway had actually baen the group's
preeident for many years bofore its offieial move im 1904. As early as
1894 Ordway had been ono of Teed's closest advisors when she was one of
the three women to accompany him to Estero for the first visit. On the
first listing of teachers [or the College of Life, Ordway's name iz to
ba found.® Thus the group was ¢ortainly familfar with her ideas and
leadership. There are two possible interpretations te explain the actions
of the communicty in their failure to unite behind Ordway's leadership.

Henry Silverfriend, the Unity's vice-presidenl, sugpested to
various news publications that o5 Ordway asserted more control over the
group she began to visualize hersell as the communicy's "Queen Bee,™ and
her leadership became difficult and thus the workers wore forced to
vevalt, discharging her from her duties as ]:-r:sui.dnnl:.gl Considering that
Ordway had slways held a special position in the cemmunity and had always
been granted special privileges, such as having her own home within the

commmity, this conclusfion seems faulty. A stronger possibility in

ponela A. Eoox, Enthusiasm, pp. 20, 568, 37 and 29,

8
Tead, "Metaphysica," p. &.

g”SilverfriEhﬂ.” - o
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explalning the Koreshan rejection of "Jueen Victoria" seems to be that
the wale members of the group were not willlng to be subjecced to the
rule of a woman, As long as Teed was on tho scene the men could satisfy
themselves with the idea that whereas Ordway served as the commuunity's
president, it was actually Teed {n the position of "prime counselor” who
directed the destiny of the Unity. This ratlonale was sufficient oanly as
long as the "Master" was alive. Following Teed's death the men were con-
fronted with the fact that the leader of the community was mot only in
name bul fn fact Annie . Ordway. As jealousy took reign, dissension
concerning Orduay's leadership grew,

Their cholce was 2 simple one. Either aubmit te rule by a voman,
in a period of history which did not cherish women's rights, or else make
her loadership difficult to the point that out of Ffrustration she would
abdicate her “throne,"

Perhaps this interpretation secms all too simple. The men refused
to follow a woran's leadership and thus they toppled her rule. What role
did the other women play im this struggle for power? Why did they not
go to the ald of their fellow feminist, and fellow community director?
Though thea Infeymation on this peint of Koreshan history is extremely
skatchy, there Is one clue which might explain the action of the group's
woman, who it must be remembered represented the majority of the Unity's
mamhurnhip.ln

To digress for one moment, it might be rememhered that one of
the pillars of Xoreshan theology was reincarnation. Teed was the
reincarnated son of God, having passed through various physical manifes-

tations such as Jesus, Elijah and Enoch., At the some time Ordway was a

luwilliam Linton, "Taped Coaversation.™
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physical manifestation of Teod's "illumination™ for, "thou hast been fn
prepacation from the sges lmst.."” with sovch a dynamic duo on hand, and
vith the concept of reincarnation es official religiovs dogma, it is not
hard te perceive why other ertmunity members began to vie for similar
status, In their jealousy many women began to [antasize as to their
erigin whether it be Rachel, Sarvah or Rath. 12 Thera daveloped then
direvt competitinn betweoen the women ag to who was the most “"exalted one,
Regretiably, such comperirion eften has victims, and when Ordway's
authority began te be questioned it was 2 logical step 2lso to question
ber "holinezz.™ Thus for their various reassons, the community members
bagan to unite in their opposition to Queen Victoria.

In August of 1909, Ordway with several members of the Unity left
Estero and moved to Tempa, Florida. among lher followora to Tampa was a
Dector Charles Addison Graves, Dr. Graves had been a close friend of
Teed's for many years. He had been with Teed in Fort Myers during the
political street brawl in 1906 and he was also the Koreshan Mayor of
Fatera, 1t was this zssociation of Graves and Ordvay which caused quite
a bit of surprise and digillusfionment among Koreshons, as well as the
rationale for rejecting Ordway as their official hadnr.”

"Wictoria Gratia Weds the Mayoer of Estero," read a headline from

the Tampa Morning Tribune on August 29, 1909, ¥ino days carlier the

1 i
l’n:ed, Tribute to Victoria, p. 1; Linton, "Taped Conversation."

12
“Silverfriend," p. 1; "Wictoria Gratia Weds the Major of Esters,"
IMT, August 29, 1909, p. 13; | FMP, Avgust 2, 1909, p. 2; Linton,
Tapod Conversation.,"

1 . :
3"511?Erfrlﬂﬂd," p. 1; "Gratia," p. 13; « FMF, August 2,
1909, p. 2.
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cevemony, whick surprised mest if not all Koreshans, had been performed
ab 2013 Florvida Avenue in Tampa ]:r:," .]:,LﬂEE I!}.I.'E'I..hi'l:l'nlJI Circudt Courl jUﬂEE for

Hillsborougn Cuunty.lﬁ

On teceiving word from Tampa rveporting the sexagenarians’ mwar-
riage, the Koreshan beard of directors expelled Mr. and Mrs., Graves Ivom
their ranka for violating the vow of ﬂelihﬁ:3115 Obviously Lhe dirvectors
at Estero had no proof that the couple ever violated the oath. As pre-
viously mentioned in chapter four (page 80), there could have been a
variety of veazonz for this marriage. The fact that Ordway and Graves
were mirried was presumably only a rationalization te explain Chedr
expulaion. The question sUill remained, though, could Teed have been mis-
taken when he called Ordway the "chosen one''?

In order to negate az much of Victoria's influence with both
Koreshans and oulsiders as possible, the community leaders had to explais
to the best of their sbility how Teed could have been wrong when he
reported that she was "the chosen one.” Unfortunately for the directors,
they lacked the creativity needed in explaining how a manifestationm of
the Deity such as Teed cpuld bave made a mistake, Thercfore they were
forced to vely merely on the rationale that celibacy was one of Teed's
teachings. Ordway married and therofore violated that tenet and could
tiot then have been the personification of ¥oresh's vision. Teed then
must have made a mistake in depicting Victoria as the chosen one, This
argument was simply based on the fact that she had marvied, and the

aasumption that she had failed to honor her vow of celibacy. Actually

1&"Grntia,“ p. 13.

]5"Silv¢rfricnd,“ . 1,
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this arpument had litrle effact upon the Rpraahan5,15 for by this time
most of the utopians had already decided upon their allegianpce,

Although Mrs. Graves had been vemoved as the "pre-eminent
Koreshan by the group's offieials, this act had little effect on
Foreshans who deeply believed in her. Az late as 1918 there was a group
of Eoreshans gathered around Mrs., Graves in Sefiner, Florida, just a [ow

miles east of ']_‘Eu?np.a_]‘:r

Thig group, which was quite small, remained
faithful teo her until her death in 3t, Petersburg on January 3, 1923.18
Even today Chere are those whoe knew her in Seffner whe still bLelieve sha
was the personification of Teed's wision and the "chosen nne.”lg hs the
sears have passed, Ctime bazs taken its tell on Che Eoreshans, both in
Seffper and in Estero.

Following the death of Dr. Teed 2nd the expulsion of Ordway, the
grouvp began the process of slow deterioration, For the first fow years
this process was retarded by the inerxrtia which the mevement developed
while Teed still lived. Preceding his death though, the group's leader-

ship found themselves unable to sustain this inertia. ¥ Parhaps the

problem can best be explained as the failure to institutionalize Teed's

charisma,

lE”Eilverfricﬂd," P Be

1?Lint¢n, "Faped Conversation."

5
"Certificate of Death, for Annie Grace Graves," Japnuary 9, 1923,
Bureau of Vital Statistics, State of Florida,

19

Linton, "Taped Conversation.'"

nﬂichﬂl, eanversation with Bobert Lynn Rainard,''March, 1973,



It hids heen noted in Chopter I7 that the elements which Teed
PjEﬁESRDd would characterize him 42 a charismatic Eigure, Certainly a
pan whe could lure two-hundred and fifty northermers into the swamps of
Florida must be seen in thie light. The problem confronting the Unity
in 1909 was: could they find a way of transferring this charisma from
the aura of Teed to his crganmization? Could Eoresh charisma be institu-
tionalized?

The continuation of & religious organization is dependspnt upon
its passing from the spontanecus €o Ehe igstitutional., EReligiouws groups
throughout history have been confronted by the nocessity to instill the
charisma of their founder into the institution of their church, 7This was
the gituation faced by the Eorsszhans after Teed's ﬂﬂﬂl‘.‘hig2 Soon, though,
the Koreshans found they could neither institutionalize Teed's charis-
matic pature noor prolong the inertia which be had developed, Thus,
following Teed's death the community began its prolonged datariqrstimn_ﬁs

Those who were [irst to leave the Estero commune were the children
who had been brought iote the community by their parents. As they
reached maturity and the Unity could no longer supervise their movements,
they left Esters. There was nothing in the wilderness of Florida that
could satisfy the impetuous curiosity of youth, and thus they left in
gegren for fulfillmwent of their innate needs. Those who staved often did
so because they had established a position of authority within the group

or &lze because they felt insecure in their own relaticnship with the

outside world, 1In staying on they [ellowed the example set by most of

22
Knox, Enthusiasm, p. 40 and ch, IT.

Eaﬂichel, "Taped Conversation."
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the community's old Ehlh'*.i'*:[;,glfL

The primary reason for the Koreshans to stay on at Estero was
faith, They believed in Teed and so they waited at the chosen ground
for his return. Apngther Teason for the "old guard® to remain in their
communal adventure also comes to mind, Most Eoreshans must have felc
uneasy &t the thought of entering into the "outside world' not in their
former middle class status bub rather as paupers, Tor it oust be
remembared that in Joining the communal organization all materizl poods
were donatod to the group, never to be acquisitioned =zpain as permanent
property. To leave the group then meant to leave penniless unless the
community leaders felt compassionate enough to help old comrades in their
new haginning.

With the pazsing of the vears the ranks of the Koreshans were
glowly depleted., At the closzsing of the twenties the last of Teed's
intimate disciples passed from leadership. President Hunb handed the
roele of leadership to the generation which discovered Esters in its youth,
Ope such member of the community was the son of Dr. A. W. K. Andrews,
Dr. Teed's first disciple.

Allen H. Andrews was one of the First settlers to travel to
Estero with the Horeshans, TLeaving his family behind in Chicago, he
helped build the Koreshan home in Flerida, where he was impressed with

the harsh life he cxperienced in the wilderness. While only a youth in

24
Twa examples of the younger members in this group are Allen H.

Andrews and Leroy Lamoreaux, both of whose parents were close advisors

te Teed., Andrews after becoming editor of the American Eagle stayed with
the community until 1949 when he was dismisscd as president of the Unity.
lamorvaux left the community in search of fame and fortune and became
instrumental in the development of Estero Island, now knowa as Fort Myers
Beach. See: Allen H. Andrews, A Yank Pioneer in Florida {Jacksonwille,
Flovida: Douglas Printing Company, 1950); and Leroy lamoreaux, Early
Days on Fstero Island: An 0ld Timer Reminisces,

.
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his early twenties, Andrews had been chasen by Teed to edit the Horeshan

political sheet, The American Eagln.35 The community was impressed with

his abilities, and showed their appreciation by appointing bhim coomunity
president. He held these positions concurrently until 194%. As the
United States drifted tewards the Second World War, and the Kereshans
vegetated in the wilderness of south Florids, there were developments in
Getmany which would z2lter the ceurse of both the naticn and the community.
It hes been reported that earlier in the century Peter Bender, an
ex=gviator in the German army, had become interested in Keveshan ideclopy
end had begun a correspondence with the group., He soon began a group in

Garmany known &5 the Hehlweltlehre or Hollow Earth Doctrine. The concept

developed a certain amount of popularity as demenstrated by the Nazi
expedition, under a Dr. Heinz Fischer, attempting to photograph the
British flect from the Tsle of Rugen with "an infrared camera tilting
upward at an angle of 45 degrees!“zﬁ It ie impossible to learn Bender's
reaction to this expedition, for he died In = Nazl concentration camp.
Before he died though, he was able to make arrvangements for a fellow Jew
and school teacher, Hedwig Michel, to leave Cermany and sojourn in
Estero, F1~:u:i|:1z1.‘2-‘r
With Michel's arrival in Estero the Eoreshan's acquired new Iife
blopd. The vouthful (in her fifties) Cerman had astrong leadership

qualities and thus was elected to the group's board of directors. Perhaps

it was inevitable or perhaps it wae not, but ip the 1%%6G's there developed

=

EEﬁﬂdTEWS, Yank Pionear.

28partin Gardener, In the Weme of Science (New York: Tutmam =pd
Sopa, 1952), pp. 26-27.

271b4d., pp. 21-27.
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dissension within the Unity. The trouble rose over President Andrews's
constant ramblinga. It could be seriously argued whether Andrews was
more interested in hiwself or in his community. In the book he wrote a

few years after he was deposed as president, entitled A Yank Fioneer in

Florida, he reported the growth of his state, his travels, and his growing
list of friends, but he was at a loss when discussing the Koreshan Unity.
Of course, it might be suggested that he felt his book was a story of
the developrent of a Yankee in Florida and not a relipious tract, but
then his cold objectivity towards the religious order of which he was
part makes one wonder if in fact he did take advantage of his position as
president of the erder, as well as the funds made aveilable to him in that
capacity, while others lacked the luxuries he afforded himself, 28

Miss Michel and Laurence W. Bubbett, the son of one of Teed's
gsgociates, were able to convince the directors that Andrews was not
sufficiently interested in either the community or the repaining members
of the order, At that time the two were able to establish a hold on the
organization throupgh the manipulation of the directers. Bubbett held the
reins of leadership until his death in 1954 and Michel has been the com-
punity s president since that tima.2?

Dften the gquestion has been raised if Michel's leadership had a
positive effect upon the group of which she is now the sole remaining
member, ‘The acid test for this question must be: does the commuenity

still exi=zt(?), and will the Koreshans be remembered? PFrior to the time

Miss Michel took the role of president of the Koreshans in the 1%50's,

2Eﬁ.ndmws, A Yank Pioneer.

Eg”Hﬁllﬁw Earth Cult," Newsweeli, Decembar 6, 1949, p. 26.



the community had lost its newspaper the American Eagie and the periodical

the Flaming Sword to a firve. Koreshan lands were beingz sold off at a

rapid rate. Im particular, Kinley L. Engvalson made over eighty Lamd
purchaszes {rem the Koreshans between the years 1238 and 1%60 with over

85 percent of these transactions occurring before 1954 when Miss Michel
took charge of the Unity. At the rate the Horeshans were selling off
their land they would have sold everything by 1970 had not the trend been

5tﬂpp¢d.30

In 1960 only four Kereshans were left at this community home,
Miss Michel, the youngest member of the group, was in her sixties, The
uvtopians had reached the ape where they could no leonger attend te the
maintenance of their community home, Seeing the dilemma they were in,
Michel offered to the Florida State Board of Parks approximately three
hundred acres of land to be named the "Koreshan State Park.'" On
Wovember 24, 1961, the trvansfer was completed whereas the Unity donated
272 acres of their lend to the State Park System. Michel has retained
the right to swue for the return nf_these lands if any provisions of the
deed are violated. Although the State has violated Scetion F of the
imendment to Deed and Trust and Agreement" by changing the park's name
to Koreshan State Recreation Area, Michel has not filed action against
the state., Her primary interest has been to preserve the cummunity.31

Mot only did Michel guarantee the existernce of the Koreshan

lznds as such, but she has also begun the publication of the American

0vgrantor Records, 1922-1960," Lee County Courthouse, Fort Myers,
Florida, p. 517.

3ipecd and Trust Agreement between the Koreshan Unity and the
State of Florida," pp. 1-3; "Amendment to Decd and Trust Agreement betweoen
the Koreshan Unity and the State of Florida," pp. 1-4.
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Bagle once again., And in a surprise announcement at Dr. Teed's annual

birthday parly on Octeber 18, 1872, she uncovered plans to bBuild a
reading room ot the site of the eold publishing house, and teo begin the
re-publication of Kercshan religious tracts. o

In short, the only action which has prevented the Koreshan Unity
from passing inte historical ebscurity has been Hedwip tichel's actions
to prevent this, This must be seen as a positive effect upon the

Koreshan as well 25 on the state which now has a heautiful and fmportant

slkate parl,

The Kereshan Unity Reassessed

0f all the religious utopian societiez develaped in the nine-
teenth century, the Koreshan Unily was gquite possibly one of the most
bizarre, Tt is diffiecult then to determine whether a study is being done
in ovder te satisfy a morbid curiosity of the absurd, which Mark T.

Holloway has suggested in his book Heavens on Earth, as the case in many

instances; or if the study was done in erder to aid in a greater degrec
of understanding of man. It would be satisfying to those whe depend on
parallels to compare the Koreshans with such a group as the German
Harmonists who had a direct positive impressicn on each lecale they were
gituated in, It could also bring a sigh of relief if the Koreshans had

developed an industry te carry iLs name ecn as did Qneida and Amapa. The

jzﬂpﬂﬂﬂh by Hedwig Michel an October I8, 1972 at the Koreshan
Unity Art Hall; The Horeshan reading room is to be built on property
5till owned by the Koreghan Unity, Inc. "Lee County Tax Rolls" place the
value of the various land holdings in the county at %140,800, according
toe the 1567 assessed values, with $3,287 31 the aggrepate taxes, Con-
ridering the boom in Florida and Lee County land values, the Koereshan
lapds have risen anywhere from [ive te ten times their 1967 asscssed
values, according to a county tax assessor, placing the value botween
704,000 and $1,408,000. These lands include a commercial trailer park
called Trail Acres as well as beach front property.
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theme throughout thi histery of eschatological organizations, and one
which con offer a key to the common bond between man and Eoreshans.
Similar to the experience of the Rappites, the Koreshons were willing to
follow their Messiah into a land that offered them litrle if any security,
This experience sugpeste the scrength of the power of faith thart i=
capable of motivating man. Any inaight into this human facility that a
study of the Koreshan Unity could provide would certainly justify the
work.

5til]l another fnsfight the Unity provides is an understanding of
A charismatic figure such as Cyrus Teed. As with James Rayler who lost
any abilicy to distinguish between himself and the Mazarens, Teed belicved
himself to be the final mani{feststion of the seven Ilncarnations of the
Deity., Thus a5 they embarked on their great adventure to Flerida, not
only did the proselytes have faith in Teed, but he firmly was accepted as
having divine position in the universe. For "it is the experience oi some
wystics that their own personality seems more and more to disappear,
mor¢ and more to be replaced by the divine presence dwelling in them,
identifying themselves with {t. . . The prophet. . . come{s) to think
that he {or ehe) is Jesus Christ. . .:u&

Another purpose bhehind the study of the Koreshans i to see the
social interchange between the community and Fort Myers. Though it never
reach¢d the stage that it did in Carthage, Illineis where Mormon Joseph
Smith vas murdered, it did approach such a situation when Teed was
beaten in the city streets. As with Mormons, the Koreshans actively

angaged in attemptas to gain politieal dominance in theilr own locale.

34
Knox, Enthusiasm, p. 159,
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Each group suifered ostraciom as they were defeated in their attempts to
control their neighbors.

In delving into the relationship betweon Lee County and the
Koreshans a theme comes to the gurface which has been predominate in
most idealistic societies. When the Puritans traveled to their new home
in North America their idea was to set up a perfect soclsty which might
gorve as a gulde for the mother country to follow, The Koreshins also
gought te develop 2 soclety so refined that others would be anxious to
join in. Dut utopians have had cthe temdency to be an impatient lot, and
have sought to bring about conformity to their standards bofore they
themselves have atteined their ideals, The outcome has eoften been re-
peated, The jealousy that was aroused when the Koreshans attempted to
dominate Estero and Lee County community affairs allenated tha county
and thus prevented a cordianl relationship from ever develeoping, They
attempted to set up a millennial sociecty which would be emulated by the
world. Instead of developing their society [irst they attempted to
develop Lee County emulation., Certainly the effort to develop friendly
relations with Fort Myers must be seen as a failure on the part of the
Koreshans.

With an overview of the development of the Koreshan Unity during
the years which Teed held the reins of leadership to what éxtent can the
community be considered successful, and what would be the criteria for
such a stance? The most obvious view would be that the Koreshan Undty
failed, for utopian experiments are all too often "deemoed™ failures.
These failures are attributed to the fact that the conmunities never
achiove their grandiose goals, It is a valid generalization to note

then that all such communal experiments have been failures. Father Rapp

has pever come to lead the Harmoniste to the new millennium; the



chiliastic cxpectations of the Shokers have never been fulfilled; and
tha ¥Forschens have yet to sce Estero become the center of the new world
order. Each group has in common the fact that they failed to achieve
their ultimate geals, Did the members of these groups evar fulfill
physical and psychological neods and thus satisfy man's quest for
gecurity? Were the Korxeshans successful in offering its members an
alternative to the American life experience at the turn of the ecentury?

To discuss member satisfaction at the Koreshan Unity is a dif-
ficule task. No writings other than religious tracts and nowspapers
romain from the community. But there are a few hints given by ex-
Koreshans who left the Unity for either the "oucside" world or another
communal organization, Both Samuel Armour, an ex-Koreshan residing in
Tampaa in 1908 and Peter Hanson, a former Unity member living at Llano
Co-operative Colony at KFew Llano, Louisianma in 1924, defended the ef-
forts of their former cunradts.35 Their disagreemént with the colony
cam¢ with the explanation of the hollow earth concept. It would appear
then that they had been satisfied with most aspects of their life at
Estero. What did the Unity have to offer those who came to Florida of
their own volition in 18947

First and foremost there was the sense every member of a reli-
glous utopian community felt: the sense of mission. They had come to
Florida to prepare for the earthly millenniwm. This must have supplied

many of the communalists with the innate buman need of job satisfaction,

B arest 5. Woester, Communities of the Past and Present (New
Llano, Louisizna: Llano Colonist, 1924), p. 101, Wooster calls Hanson,
"ar enthusiastic believer in the c¢reed and in the other principles of
Koreshanity."; "Koresh is Not Free Love Says Former Member," TMT,
December 28, 1908, p. B. Amour left the Unity due to his disagreement
with the hollow earth concept.
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Their work, spurred on by their deep-seated sense of duty, supplied them
with all their physical and psychological needs. They experienced
adventure and yet they lacked the sense of competitien within thefir own
field, and were thus able to establish a cortain feeling of security,
These components together gave the wbtopians a life style far superior te
their formcr situations in Chicago.

From a short term perspective, the Koereshan Unity must be termed
a succesaful utopian experiment, True, the community undertook several
enterprises that were abortive: the meost netable being the political
campaign of 1906, Yet these were not projcects which directly effected
the survival of a utopian colony., The success of the Koreshans mavy be
measured in terms of their relative effectiveness in their main endeaver
which was Lo offer Americans an alternative to their conventional way of
life,

Considering the long term perspective, though, Koreshanity must
be deemed a failure, for member satisfaction declipned following Teed's
death due to his inability to fulfill the expected resurrection. In the
final analysis religious communities in general fail to offer permanent
member satisfaction due to the failure of the Teeds to be resurrected
from the dead as well as the failure of the millennium to materizlize.

What iz in store for the Koreshan Unity in Florida? The community
has all but disappeared. MMiszs Michel is now the sole remaining member,
At lzast when she dissz there will remain the Koreshan State Park, sawved
enly by her forethought. In recent years the State of Florida has been
considering the idez of restoring the communal buildings and groonds as

they were in Teed's time, If such a8 worthwhile idea is ever implemented



the "Eoreshan State Nistorical Site™ ¥ shall serve as a constant reminder
to those who wvisit the old compunity that there are no limits to the

power of man's faith.

36 : 1
The name "Xoreshan State Nistorical Site" is the alterpative
name which the Amendment to the Dwed autheorizes,
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