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AMONG THE NEW BOOKS.

GAYARRE'S LOUISIANA,

A New Edltlon of the Celebrated His-
tory of the Southern State.

F. F. Hansell & Bro., limited, of New Or-
leans have brought out a new edition of
Gayarré's ‘' HISTORY OF LOUISIANA.”
This Is the fourth edition since the orlginal
publication from 1854-79, and it has the ad-
vantage over Its predecessors in that it is in
four volumes and is better printed and edited
than they. It contains, too, an appreclative
preface and biographlcal sketch by Grace
KKing of New Orleans, and a carefully com-
piled bibliography of all Gayarré's writings.

The first two volumes arc devoted to the
French, the third to the Spanish. and the last
to the American domination. The work has
a flne portrait of the author and several
maps, both ancient and modern, of the stnta
and of the city of New Orleans.

In some respects Gayarré was the benu
ideal historian. His life began two years
after the consummation of the Loulsiana
purchase., French by parentage, he was a
loyal son of the state, as the last sentence
of his work proves. He had the tempera-
ment, the education, the leisure, and the
wealth to be a historian, and his wqrk will
always remain one of the best upon any sec-
tion of the country. Hlis style was literary,
with the usual efilorescence of the southern
wrlter, but it {s pleasant reading.

The work should be in every library. Tt
:l[EI ‘Ivorthy of a place beside Parkman and
Fiske.

THE LIVING TEMPLE.
A Good Work iIn Physiology. by Prof.
John I. Jepl.

Practical lessons in * HUMAN PHYSIOL-
OGY,” personal hygiene, and public health
"Is the subject of John I. Jegi's little text
book, issued By the Macmillan company, The
author has presented the subject In such
manner that the pupll can see the relation
which the varlous topies sustain to each
other and to the entire body of knowledge.

Beginning with the cell, he learns the life
history of the amceba, how it feeds and how it
eliminntes {te waste products.

The relation |

of each cell to the human bodyis shown, and |

then the organs, bones, and muscles and their
functions are treated in order. The central
thought of tha book 18 personal hygiene and

public health. There are many other new
features which will commend themselves to
teachers. Most of the drawings in the book
were made by Prof. Jegl's pupils in the Ml(l-
waukee Normal school.

RECOLLECTIONS OF AN ASTRONO-
MER. .
Simon Newcomb Publishes Some Inter-
esting Reminiscences.

The life of one who gazes through a tele-
scope is Interesting, but one might wonder
what Simon Newcomb's "REMINISCENCES
OF AN ASTRONOMER " were. A reading
of the book, which is published by Houghton,
Mifilin & Co., soon satisfies curiosity on that
point, and proves that an astronomer's life,
while It may be comparatively uneventful,
nevertheless Is worth recalling when told 50
engagingly.

The veteran American astronomer recounts
his boyhood In Canada with something of his
puritan ancestry. Hls schoollng was ele-
mentary, but his father who was the master,
instilled a love of learning, and especially of
mathematics, into the lad, who came tobe a
wonder to the illiterate farmers,

" It was not till he himself was teaching
school on the east coast of Maryland that
the thirst for mathematics really made it-
self apparent. His successive introduction
to the Smithsonlan institution, the office
of the Nautical Almanac, and the Naval Ob-
servatory, are all told in a way far from dull,

Newcomb {8 by no means a man merely
to bury himself in the dry mathematics of
astronomy, and it was not long before his
name was known wherever sclence flour-
ished. His sclentific achlevements he tells in
a modest: manner, and the most agreeable
feature of the book i{s the warm praise he
gives to his many assoclates. The volume
is the first book, we think, to tell how such
ald as the government has given to astronomy
was brought about.

The making of the first large glasses for
telescopes and the gradual enlargement of
the glasses and the Improvements in the In-
struments make several readable chapters,
He tells, too, of the government expedittons
for observing the transit of Venus and other
events” He mentions the fact our govern-
ment spent $375,000 In the Venus expedi-
tions and then persistently refused to pub-
lish anything about them save some brief
statements.

He has an amusing exposure of the ridicu-
Jous Koresh theory of Cyrus Teed, well
known to Chicagoans.
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