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"ander, librarian of the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History;

PREFACE

|

The Koreshan Unity, a post-Christian community of re-
ligious socialists, came to Florida in 1894, cleared land near
the Estero River, built an experimental‘utopian town and be-
gan to prosper, then suffered a disaster from which it never
fully recovered. The UnitY's activities in Florida during
the dynamic years of growth, and the disaster and its immeéiate
consequendes, are the subject of this essay.

A number of people aséisted me in this study. My in-
debtedness to them can only be inadequately expressed. Never-
theless: Mrs. Mildred Merrick originally suggested the topic
and contributed to every phase of my research. Miss Heéwig
Michel, pfesident of the kdreshan Unity,‘Ihcorporated, kindly
allowed me to read many books and documents in'Unityvarchives

and graciously consented to interviews. Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau,

who guided my research and writing, helped me in a thousand

ways.. Others to whom I am indebted include: Dr. C. Harold

King, Dr. James W. Foley, and Mrs. Alice G. Palm, members of
my thesis committee; Mr. David T. Alexander, director of the

Historical Museum of Southern Florida: Miss Elizabeth Alex-



Frederic E. Conkling, III, M.D.; The Deltona Coxporation;
Mr. Howard D. Fine; James D. Little, Esqg.; Mrs. Anita
Richards; and Miss V;VA. Webb. 'My thanks, my graéitude,
my affection go to them all.

EJIM, Jr

Coconut Grove, Florida
June 1971
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INTRODUCTION !

"The accentuation of character
called eccentricity of genius
"is generally a normal departure
from the artificial deformities
of social etiquette with which
the fashionable world labels
its accepted associates."l

~-Koresh |
Fort Myers, 1906

Five passengers from Baltimore were among those on
board the train which pulled into Fort Myers, Florida, on the
afternoon of bctober 13, 1906.2 Their final destination was
Estero, sixteen miles>further south, but at'that time the At-
lantic Coast Line's tracks ended at Fort Myers, and the last
part of their jdurney was to be made by boat.

The five passengers were members of the Koreshan

lrhe Immortal Manhood (3rd ed.; Estero, Fla.: Guid-

ing Star Publishing House, 1931), p. 106.

2The information contained in this section is taken,

‘except as noted, from affidavits sworn by Drs. Cyrus R. Teed

and c. Addison Graves, Messers W. Ross Wallace, Claude J.
Rahn, and Rollin W. Gray, and Masters Roland Sander and

- George Henry Danner, in the American Eagle (Estero, Florida),

- November 8, 1906, Supplement, pp. 1-2. /The American Eagle
will hereafter be cited as AE./




Unity, a religious and fraternal commonwealth which had in-
corporated the town of Estero as the headquarters of its
socialistic experiment, ‘and the boat on which they planned
to travel was owned in common, as were all material things,
by the Unity. The party consisted of Mrs. Elizabeth Rahn;

a woman of about seventy, her son Henry N. Rahn, her twenty-
one year old grandson Clauae J. Rahn, and two boys of fifteen
and fourteen, Roland Sander and George Henry Danner. This
was the first trip to Florida for each of them, but they had
written ahead to Estero and expected to be met at Fort Myers.
The three boys planned to join the Koreshan community; Henry
Rahn, the Unity's representative in Baltimore, expected to
stay at Estero with his mother for only a few‘weeks.

The train arrived at about one-thirty and the Eoys
recognized Richard Jentséh; another youﬁg7Koreshan, whovwas
waiting for them on the platform. The party descended from
the train and were intréduced by Jentsch to Dr. C. Addison
Graves, the mayor of Estero. After collecting their hand
_baggége they set out for the Hill House Hotel in the éenter
of town, Dr. Graves conducting Mrs. Rahn aﬁd her son, Jentéch
taking in charge the three boys.

After walking two blocks they came upon a crowd gath-
ering in the street before R. W. Gilliam's grocery store.

~In the middle of the crowd a bareheaded man in light clothing
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velled, "Don't you call me a liar." He seemed to be yelling
at a’stocky man who was wearing glasses and was dresséd in
a biack suit and hat. He shouted, then hit the bespectacled
‘man three times in the face with his clenched fist. The man
in black quickly moved toward his assailant, putting up his
hands to protect his face, but he did not strike back.
Richard Jentsch, followed almost immediately by
Claude Rahn, sprang forward into the crowd. They had quickly
realized*thét the man in black was Dr. Cyrus R. Teed,’fouﬁder
and Prime' Counselor of the Koreshan Unity, and they were
anxious to defend the man whose teachings, so they believed,
would lead them to immortal life. Jentsch, attempting to
prevent a further attack on Dr. Teed, struck the bareheaded
man, J. I. Sellers, and was then himself struck down by blows
from the surrounding crowd. Claude Rahﬁ,;wﬁile trying to
separate Sellers and Dr. Teed, was hit in the mouth by a
stranger. George Danner, seeing this, dropped his valise,

ran forward, kicked Claude Rahn's attacker; and then retreat~

- ed. The man yelled, "Grab the kid." Someone did, and Danner

was knocked into the crowd.

Roland Sander, who also recognized Dr. Teed, was

‘mpushed into the crowd as people milled about. His valise

was pulled from his hand and thrown in the street: when a




stranger asked him 1f he were a Koreshan and he answered
“"Yes," he received a blow in the face which sent him sprawl-
ing to the gutter. From~there he saw Sellers draw & knife
on Dr. Teed, but another man seized Sellers' arm and forced
him to put the knife away. )

The town marshal of Fort Myers; S.}W. Sanchez, who
had been standing no more than three feet from Sellers and
Dr. Teed, but who had not hindered Sellers' attack, is re-
ported to have then seized the doctor by his coat and'to ﬂave
said, “Yoﬁ struck him and called him a liar."

"I did not strike him," Dr. Teed replied, "nor call
him a liar."

Thereupon Marshal Sanchez is said to have replied,
"Don't you tell me you did not strike him," while at the
same time giving Dr. Teed 3 SIap‘which‘éiSlodged his glasses.
The marshal then took hold of the doctor and claude Rahn,
telling them that they Qere under arrest. Before he could
proceed, he was hit in the face by Richard Jentsch who had
';freed himself from the crowd. Felling Jentsch by four or
ﬁfive blows with his billy-club, the marshal was then heard
to say, "You hit me again and I will kill you."

Dr. Graves, who had witnessed this scene with Mrs.

and Mr. Rahn, hurried his charges down the street into a




store as the crowd began to attack Richard Jentsch and his
defenders. The free~for-all was short-lived, however. Henry
Rahn collécted the boys and took them to the Hill House. Dr.
Teed, Richard Jentsch, and another Koreshan, W. Ross Wallace,
were arrested and forced to post ten dollars bond each against
an appearance in Fort'Myers municipal court.3

They did not, however; appear in court the following
Monday,4 but in neither Estero nor in Fort Myers was the in-
cident in the street forgotten. Nor should the attack on\Dr.
Cyrus Teéd—-who, in his capacity as leader of the Unity, called
himself "Koresh"--be forgotten in any consideration of the
history of the Koreshan Unity. The attack foreshadowed and

caused an event which was to be the turning point in the

history of the Koreshan Unity at Estero.
Beginnings

Cyrus R. Teed was born in Delaware County, New York,

“in 1839, Although he once listed his middle name as Romulus, 5

3nTeed Starts a Street Fight," Fort Myers Press,
ctober 17, 1906, p. 7.

41bid.

N SGeorge Frederick Tuttle, The Descendants of william
and Elizabeth Tuttle (Rutland, Vermont: Tuttle and Company,




he later decided upon the use of a family name, Read, and
customarily used the initial letter R in signing his name.
His birth date is also unclear. He once listed it as July
3,6 but later in life celebrated the anniversary on October
18.7

Cyrus was the second son and second child of the
eight children of Jesse R. Teed and Sarah Ann Tuttle Teed of
Moravia, New York. Jesse, a farmer and inventor, and his
wife both sprang from educated, mildly-distinguished pionéer
stock.8 Shortly afte? the birth of Cyrus, the family moved
to just outside Utica, New York; at the age of eleven, accord-

ing to later Koreshan tradition, little Cyrus left school and

toock a job on the nearby Erie canal.?

1883), p. 256. (Courtesy of the Newberry Library, Chicago,
and the Utica Public Library, Utica, N.Y.) Dr. Teed supplied
the compiler of the book with the record of himself and his
~family. /Hereafter cited as Tuttle, Descendants./

61bid.
7ngolar Festival at Estero," AE, October 24, 1907, p. 1.

8Tuttle, Descendants, p. 256.

9carl carmer, Dark Trees to the Wind (New York: David
McKay cCompany, Inc., 1949 /1965/), p. 266; John S. Duss, The
armonists: A Personal History (Harrisburg, Penn.: The Penn-
lvania Book Service, 1943), p. 297. Mr. Duss was Trustee
bPresident) of the Harmony Society from 1890 to 1903 and a
friend of pr. Teed and of the Koreshan Unity for many years.
ereafter cited as Duss, Harmonists./
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While still a boy, Cyrus is reported to have exhib-

Sibiiais

ited a precocity of feelings and a desire to help his fellow
meﬁ. Urged to join the ministry of his parenﬁs' Baptist
faith;lo Cyrus initially chose instead the study of medicine.
Ultimately he combined science with religion and founded a
new church.

This fusion of faith and science was not surprising.

Cyrus, born and brought up in that district called "burnt"

or "burned-over," could hardly have been immune to théref;
fects of the religious excitements which had so often swept
like fire across the region. Running westward from upstate
Vermont across New York from Albany to Buffalo, the Burned-
Over district had fathered or fostered a variety of original
faiths and cults.ll Among the leaders of these movemeﬁts
~were John Humphrey Noyes; founder of thé Peffectionists‘at
Putney, Vermont, and Oneida, New York; the Fox sisters,

ediums through whom spirits rapped messages;+2 Joseph Smith,

to whom the golden plates of the Book of Mormon were given;13

10claude J. Rahn, “"Some Brief Phasés of Koreshan
Universology," AE, March, 1967, p. 7.

Halice Felt Tyler, Freedom's Ferment (New York:
arper Torchbooks, Harper and Row, 1962), pp. 68-69.

21pid., p. 69.

131pi4a., pp. 88-91.



and Thomas ILake Harris, founder of the Brotherhood oflthe
Nuew'Life.l4

The years bf cyrus's youth were also aAtimefof grow-
ing public excitement over the new wonders of science. Prac-
tical inventors and pure scientists were together introducing
to America sﬁch servants as the telegréph, vulcanized rubbér,
and long-distance raillroading. There was a growing intereét
within American universities in the natural sciences, includ-
ing--not incidental to Cyrus Teed's ultimate theory of thé
cosmos--the beginnings, at Harvard, of scientific study of
astronomy.15 Conversely, the quality of American physicians
and medical science declined between 1830 and the Civil war.l6
But it is hardly uncommon for a bright young American to enter
a field in which considerable advancement is both possible

and needed.

cyrus began his medical studies with his uncle, Dr.

: l4grobert V. Hine, california's Utopian Colonies (New
Haven: vYale University Press, 1966), p. 12.

, 15160 Marx, The Machine in the Garden (New York: Ox-
ford university Press, 1964), pp. 209-217; Samuel Eliot Mori-
son, The Oxford History of the American People (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1965), pp. 533-536. '

o lémorison, The Oxford History of the American People,
Pp. 473-474,




Samuel F. Teed of Utica, in 1859.17 1n that vear he also
married a distant cousin, Delia M. Row, of Meredeth, ﬁew

vork. A son, Douglas Arthur, was born the next year.l8

Cyrus moved his family to New York City in 1862,19 1later join-
ing the Union Army in which he served for fifteen months.20

After the end of the war he attended the Eclectic Medical

College of New York /City/,2l graduating in February, 1868.

Returning to Deerfield, near Utica, he began the practice of
eclectic medicine, a discipline which includes the use'df \
many diverse remedies and herb cures.22

In Deerfield Dr. Teed set up an "electro-alchemical*
laboratory in which to conduct experiments in the transmuta-
tion (or "reciprocal interchange") of matter and energy. It

~was his theory that the two are different forms of one sub-

stance. Proving the truth of such a theory would, he hoped,

l7Tuttle, Desceﬁdants, p. 256; Rahn, "Some Brief
Phases of Koreshan Universology."

lSTuttle, Descendants, pp. 256-257. Mrs. Teed has
also been referred to as "Fidelia."

l9Rahn, "Some Brief Phases of Koreshan Universology."

20ryttle, Descendants, p. 256; Duss, Harmonists, p. 297.

2lpyttle, Descendants, p. 256,

22Rahn, "Some Brief Phases of Koreshan Universology."
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help him in the practice of medicine by showing him a way of
winping "victory over death."23

In the autumn of 1869, alone in his laﬁoratdry late
one night, Dr. Teed succeeded in discovering--so he later
claimed--the secret of “transforming matter of one kind to
its equivalent energy, and in reducing this energy, through
polaric influence, to matter$of another kind":24 nrhe 'phi-
losopher's stone' had been discovered, and I was the humble
instrument for the exploiture of so magnitudinous a résﬁlt:"25

This discovery proved, he later said, that the uni-
verse is all of one substance--limited, integral, balanced,
"constantly regenerating itself from and in itself'--origin-

ating in and returning to one center: God.26

23goresh /Cyrus R. Teed/, The Illumination of Koresh
(Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing House, /ca. 19007, pp. /1 /-
4. Dr. Teed did not immediately inform his family or friends—-
so far as is known--of his illumination, nor did he publish
his account of the experience until several years had passed.

241bid., pp. /17, 5.

251pid., p. 6. Dr. Teed is elsewhere quoted as saying
that: “Knowledge is power; and the knowledge of the universe
~at once puts into the hand of the Discoverer, the supreme
‘bower over the world of mind and matter. It is the key to

all realms of thought--the Philosopher's Stone." See:

Richard S. Berrey, "The Koreshan Unity: An Economic History
of a Communistic Experiment in Florida" (unpublished Master's
thesis, uUniversity of Florida, 1928), p. 10.
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Deity, i1f this be the term employed to designate

the Supreme Source of being and activity, cannot be com-
~prehended until the structure and function of the uni-
verse are absolutely known; hence mankind is ignorant of
God until his handiwork is accurately deciphered. Yet

to know God, who, though unknown by the world is not 'un-
knowable, ' is the supreme demand of all intellectual
research and development. .

If we accept the logical deduction of the fallacious
Copernican system of astronomy, we conclucde the universe
to be illimitable and incomprehensible, and its cause
equally so; therefore, not only would the universe be
forever beyond the reach of the intellectual perspective
of human aspiration and effort, but God himself would
be beyond the pale of our conception, and therefore
beyond our adoration. s

The Koreshan Cosmogony reduces the universe to pro-
portionate limits, and its cause within the comprehension
of the human mind. It demonstrates the possibility of
the attainment of man to his supreme inheritance, the
ultimate dominion of the universe, thus restoring him
to the acme of exaltation,--the throne of the Eternal,
whence he had his origin.27

The limitation of the universe was defined in the
_same place in an axiom: "Form is a fundamental property of
éxiStence; therefore, thét.which has nd£ form has no exis-
tenge. Limitation is a property of form. The univérse has
existence; therefore it.has form, hence it has limitation."28

On the night of his discovery in 1869, elated because

278 oresh /Cyrus R. Teed/, in Koresh and U. G. Morrow,
The cellular Cosmogony, or, The Earth a Concave Sphere (Chi-

go: Guiding Star Publishing House, 1898), pp. 6-~7. /Here-
ter cited as cellular Cosmogony./

281bid., p. 15.
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of the success of his experiment, Dr. Teed felt that he could
cause God the Father to appear before him in bodily form.
Concentrating upon this thought, he fell into a‘tranpe.

Strange sensations affected his brain as he moved into a

state of disembodied ecstasy. Soft, sweet music sounded as
though from a thousand miles éway« A feminine voice, that
of the Divine Motherhood, began to speak, telling him that
she had, though a virgin, borne him and that she was both his
mother and His bride "from which the Sons of QOd shall“épring
into visible creation."22 sShe told him that she had nurtured
and supported him through countless incarnations, and that
he was now at the end of his transmigrations: "The broken
continuity of perpetual dying is gone from thee forever, 30 -~
Then, appearing to Cyrus in an aurora of pﬁrplé and
gold light, the Divine and beautiful Moﬁher‘revealed to him
the duality of the parental God (i.e., God the Father-and-
V;Mother in one). She also told him that he had been chosen
to redéem the race apd that, although his struggle in this

‘would be difficult, she would lead and assist him in the

future by again assuming mortal form and joining him in the

29Koresh, The Illumination of Koresh, pp. 6-12.

301pbid., pp. 10-12.
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world. Adding that the light of Jesus's life was to be con-

sidered truth and a model of earthly perfection, she turned,

and Dr. Teed fell deeper into the trance.31 ‘ :

The vision and trance-state at an end, Cyrus returned
to his home and slept for two hours. Upon arising he heard
the sound of a hurricane and éhe voice’of chariot wheels in
the night. These sounds were twice repeated. When silence
returned, Dr. Teed began to hear delicate, rhythmic murmurings.

Slowly these sounds revealed to him, by gradual unfoldihgfover

a period of time, "the mystery of Immortal Life,"32

Although the period of time necessary for the com-
f@lete unfolding of the mystery is not formally recorded, Dr.
Teed continued to write and lecture on the subject, explain-
ing and elaborating, for the rest of his_life, and major

~W0rks from his pen appeared regularly for at least thirty
‘e'rs after the.vision.‘ In the meantime, while continuing

e practice of medicine, Dr. Teed began to spread word of
hégprophecy with which he had been favored. His patients
’d;not generally, however, accept his combination of physical

spiritual healing, so he began to move from town to town

3l1pid., pp. 14-18.

321pbid., pp. 18-22.
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in New York State. Ridiculed by the public, estranged from
his wife, he gathered few disciples during the }8705.33

Among the convefsions he'did effect in that ;eriod,
the most important were those of Dr. and Mrs. A. W. K. Andrews
of Binghamton, New York. They aided Dr. Teed in establish-
ing a society of communists in Moravia, New York,34 which was
later moved, with the doctor's practice, to Sandy Creék; in
both towns they issued a periodical which was generally,reT
ferred to in later years as the Herald>> but which was appar-

ently published under several names including the Herald, the

Herald of the New Covenant and the Herald of the Messenger of

the New Covenant of the New Jerusalem.3©

Doctors Teed and Andrews corresponded with the trus-

‘tees of the Harmony Society at Economy, Pennsylvania, during

- 33raurence W. Bubbett, Biographical sketch of Dr.
Cyrus Read Teed (Koresh) (leailet, Estero, Fla.: Guiding Star
ublishing House, n.d.), p. 12”7; Duss, Harmonists, pp. 297-298.

34Duss, Harmonists, p. 299; "Sure He 1is the Prophet
yrus," New York Times, August 10, 1884, p. 1. @

35Rahn, "Some Brief Phases of Koreshan Universology."

361bid.; Duss, Harmonists, p. 299; "Sure He is the
Oophet Cyrus," New York Times, August 10, 1884, p. 1. This
iter has not seen copies of the Herald.
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the 1870s, and visited Economy in 1878 in order to study the
37 pr

©

organization of that successful socialistic community
Teea moved to Syracuse, New York, early in the‘1889§, to join
in a lucrative medical practice with his youngest brother,
Dr. Oliver F. Teed. Cyrus, who had begun publicly referring
to himself as the Biblical Préphet Cyrus, there began receiv-
ing the national notoriety which‘was‘to follow him until his

death. 1In an article appearing on the first page of the New

vork Times on August 10, 1884,38 it was alleged that he had

gained a large amount of money from a female patient by posing

as a "Second Christ." Dr. Teed 1is reported to have defended

himself against the charge by saying that indeed he was not

~a second Christ but, rather, the prophet Cyrus, a fact which

‘he could prove.39

Dr. Teed and his band of disciples moved on to New

Yofk City from whence, in 1886, he was called to Chicago to

address a convention of the National Association of Mental

ence meeting in that city. So impressive was his eloqguence

on -that occasion that he was elected president of the or-

nization. Deciding to remain in Chicago, Dr. Teed quickly

37Duss, Harmonilsts, p. 299,

38usure He is the Prophet Cyrus,"New York Times, p. 1.

397hid.
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began gathering converts in increasing numbers .40 A church
and an educational institution were organized in the fall of

1886, and a magazine, the Guiding Star, began to appear in

pecenber.4l The church was initially named the Assembly of

the Covenant, or Church Triumphant;42 the educational insti-
tution, called the World's College of Life, was "essentially
a school of metaphysics" teaching mental healing and "the
science of Immortal Life.n43

The Society Arch Triumphant, "a sort of vestibﬁle ;r
porch to the church" into which prospective members of the
church itself might be taken, was organized by early 1887.44
Mrs. Annie G. Ordway, perhaps most important among Dr. Teed's
converts, became president of the Socilety Arch Triumphant,
and soon rose in the hierarchy of Dr. Teed's church to\assume

the position of dual associate prophesied by the Divine Mother-

“hood in 1869.45 The duality and equality of divinevand earthly

40pybbett, Biographical Sketch of Dr. Cyrus Read Teed,
'P. /2 7; Duss, Harmonists, p. 299.

4lGuiding Star, I, 1 (December 1886).

421pid., 3 (February 1, 1887), p. 23.
431pid., 1 (December 1, 1886), p. 15.
441pid., 3 (February 1, 1887), p. 23.

4SIbid., 4 (March 1887), p. 64. Mrs. Ordway seems to
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authority was reflected in the Unity's strong emphasis on
women's rights. This compassionate concern for the liberation
of women led to misundérstandings'and difficulties for Dr.
Teed and the Unity and was the cause of much unpleasant no-
toriety.

On September 6, 1888, a cooperative home for members
of the church was established in chicagoo From this occasion
the Koreshan Unity later dated its founding.46 pay print shop,
the Guiding Star Publishing House, was established in)188847
and from fhis began to flow leaflets, pamphlets, books, and
lperiodicals issued as educational propaganda by the group.

~Publication of the Guiding Star was abandoned in May, 1889,

but another magazine, the Flaming Sword was begun the follow-

Lng November.48 A cooperative business organization aimed

ave influenced, at least in part, the Unitzfs emphasis on
elibacy and women's rights, see: A. G. O/rdway/, "The Func-

(May 1888), pp. 148-150.

46grahn, "Some Brief Phases of Koreshan Universology.™

; 47genneth Edwin Arnderson, "The American Eagle: A
que Florida Weekly Newspaper" (unpublished Master's thesis,

Versity of Florida, 1970), p. 13. /Hereafter cited as

erican Eagle, Unique Florida Weekly.'/

; 48Guiding Star, III, 5 (Mav 1889); Flaming Sword,
November 30, 1889). /Hereafter cited as FS./
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at laboring men, the Bureau of Equitable Commerce, was estab-

|
1

lished by late 1890 or early 1891.49

4

Dr. Teed, while living in New York State, usually re-

ferred to himself as Cyrus. In Chicago he began using an

alternative title, Koresh--a transliteration of Cyrus from

Hebrew to English. Gradually the group which he led came to

.,call itself the Koreshan Unity.

A colony of the Chicago group, the Golden Gate Assem-
‘bly of the Koreshan Unity, was established in San Francisco
~in 1890. .This colony included branches of the College of

‘Life, the Bureau of Equitable Commerce, and the Guiding Star

Publishing House, from which issued pamphlets and a radical

hewspaper. The Goldén Gaﬁe Assembly lasted for less than two
Yéars. Upon dissolution, late in 1891, the remaining members
oined the Unity group in Chicago.SO éerﬁaps the most inter-

Sting aspect of the colony was its newspaper, first called

e Pruning Hook, later the Plowshare and Pruning Hook.

49The constitution of this organization, dated May
1891, may be found in The Constitutions of the Koreshan
ty and its Departments (Chicago: /Guiding Star Publishing
se/, 1896), pp. 33-40.

p SOBerrey, "The Koreshan Unity," pp. 35-36; The Prun-
Hook (San Francisco, California), I, 1 (February 23, 1891);
Plowshare and Pruning Hook (San Francisco, california),
(May 1, 1891)=1I, 26 (November 14, 1891).
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Publication of the paper was continued in Chicago for a few
years after the colony in California was dissolved.>l

Dr. Teed's fame and notoriety grew as He continued
to travel and lecture.>? The number of his converts also
grew, as did the amounts contFibuted to him by audiences and
by new members of the Unity.°3 A union of the Koreshans and
the then declining Shakers was proposed in 1892 but came to
nothing.54 ‘Dr. Teed also attempted, at about the same time,
to organize a cooperative confederation of the varioué éoﬁ-

munistic societies in the United States; this plan, however,

was also unsuccessful.>>

5l1bid.; The plowshare and Pruning Hook (Chicago),
IT, 1 (July 7, 1894)~ III, 4 (January 26, 1895). s

52pyss, Harmonists, pp. 299-302, which gives some

examples of the headlines and sensationalism with which the
press surrounded Dr. Teed.

53Mrs. Jeannie L. Miller allegedly gave Dr. Teed
+000 upon joining the Unity, see: "Teed Sued for $100,000,"
he New yvork Times, June 10, 1892, p. 6.

» S4pdward Deming Andrews, The People Called Shakers
ew York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1963), pp. 222, 335,
ich cites a Shaker pamphlet entitled Shakers and Koreshans
(Mount Lebanon, New York, 1892).

55Duss, Harmonists, pp. 286, 297.
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Beliefs

The Koreshan Unity describes itself asla religious
and fraternal commonwealth and calls its entire system of
religious, scientific, and social beliefs Koreshan Univer-
sology. The doctrines taught by Dr. Teed and accepted by
his followers are, as a system, probably unigue in the his-
tory of religion. Many separate parts of the system, however,

were possibly derived from--and may certainly be compared

- to--other beliefs and theories. An investigation of Koreshan-

ity moved the respected author of American Communities,
William Alfred Hinds, to observe that "Startling as were the
Sqlaims of Ann Lee, Rapp, Janson, Harris, and other community
unders; they are not to be named with those of the Koreshan

founder, which outrival those of any human being since time

A summary of the main points of Koreshan Universclogy,
ecessarily brief and without the rich elaboration of Dr.

edfs explanations, appeared in the Flaming Sword, February

1901, and is quoted as follows:>’

Sbwilliam Alfred Hinds, American Communities (rev.
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr and Company, 1902), p. 387.

- 57vp Glance at Koreshanity," FS, XV, 2, inside front
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Koreshan Universology 1s a complete system of
Science of the great Universe of Life; and it involves
the knowledge of the Creator and his creation. The
"name by which it is designated, in contradistinction
to perverted Christianity, is Koreshanity; and the
new Religion must supplant Christianity, as Christianity
supplanted Judaism . . .

What does Koreshanity teach?
summary of the System--a few cardinal points . . .

Cosmogony. - The universe is a cell, a hollow globe,
the physical body of which is the earth; the sun is at
the center. We live on the inside of the cell; and
the sun, moon, planets and stars are all within the
- ~ globe.® The universe is eternal, a great battery, and
: perpetually renews itself through inherent functions,

' by virtue of which it involves and evolves itself. . \

We present a brief

cover. An explanation of the details of Koreshan Universol-

 ogy is beyond the scope of this essay. See the Koreshan
~works starred in the text below for further explanation.

*Dr. Teed further describes the universe thus:

"The alchemico-organic (physical) world or universe
is a shell composed of seven metallic, five mineral, and five
geologic strata, with an inner habitable surface of land
and water. This inner surface, as the reader already under-
stands, is concave. The seven metallic layers or laminae
are the seven noble metals,--gold constituting the outermost
rind of the shell. This shell or crust is a number of miles
n thickness. Within this shell are three principal atmos-
pheres, the first or outermost (the one in which we exist)
eing composed of oxygen and nitrogen; the one immediately
bove that is pure hydrogen, and the one above the hydrogen
have denominated aboron. Within this is the solar electro-
gnetic atmosphere, the nucleus of which is the stellar
nter. In and occupying these atmospheres are the sun and
ars, also the reflections called the planets and the moon.
he planets are mercurial disci moving by electro-magnetic
Pulse between the metallic laminae or planets of the con-
Ve shell. They are seen through penetrable rays, ultra
Ctro-magnetic, reflected or bent back in their impingement
Pheres of energy regularly graduated as the stories in
heavens." Koresh, The cellular Cosmogony, pp. 13-14; see
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Alchemy. - The Science of Alchemy is the Philosopher's
Stone, the Key to the mystery of life. Chemistry is
false; alchemy 1s true! Matter and energy are intercon-
‘vertible and interdependent; they are correlates; matter
is destructible; the result of its transmutation is
energy. Alchemy is the key to the analysis of the uni-
verse.

Theology. - God is personal and biune, with a trinity
of specific attributes. God in his perfection and power
is the God-man or the man-God, the Seed of universal
perpetuity. Jesus the Christ was God Almighty; the Holy
Spirit was the product of his transmutation, or the burn-
ing of his body.

Messianic Law. - The coming of the Messiah is as in-
evitable as the reproduction of the seed. The divine
Seed was sown nineteen hundred years ago; the first-fruit
is another Messianic personality. The Messiah /Koresh/
is now in the world, declaring the scientific Gospel.¥*

Reincarnation is the central law of life--the law
of the resurrection; reincarnation and resurrection are
identical. Resurrection is reached through a succession
of re-embodiments. One generation passes into another;
the millions of humanity march down the stream of time
together.***

The Spiritual World. - Heaven and hell are in humanity,
and constitute the spiritual world; the spiritual domain
is mental, and is in the natural humanity,--not in the
sky. :

Human Destiny. - Origin and destiny are one and the
same. The origin of man is God, and God is man's destiny.
God is the highest product of the universe, the apex of
humanity. Absorption into Nirvana is entrance into eternal
life-~in the interior spheres of humanity, not in the sky
or atmosphere.

0 ibid., pp. /5 _/-63. Dr. Teed's theory of the hollow globe
not unlike that of the earlier John Cleves Symmes, the prin-
l difference being that Symmes thought that there were

ings at both poles and life on the outside as well.

; **see also: Koresh /Cyrus R. Teed/, The Mystery of
Gentiles (Estero: Guiding Star Publishing House, 1926).

e — .
**See also: Koresh /Koresh /Cyrus R. Teed/, Reincarna-

(2nd ed.; Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing House, 1896).
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Immortality in the Flesh. - Koreshanity declares and
defines the laws of immortality, and its attainment in
the natural world. The first step is recognition of
the Messiah and the application of his truth . , . “**%*

Celibacy. - The saving of human life consists in the
conservation and appropriation of life in humanity. To
become immortal, one must cease to propagate life on the
plane of mortality. The standard of Koreshan purity
is the virgin life of Jesus the Messiah. The Central
order of the Koreshan Unity is Celibate and Communistic.
Celibacy obtains in the central nucleus, never in the
world at large /only members of the Ecclesia or church
are by law celibat§7.*****

Psychology. -~ Koreshanity points to the basis of all
psychic phenomena--the human brain. It explains the
phenomena of spiritism, mental healing, etc., and teaches
the science of the revelation of mind and matter.

The Bible. - The Bible is the best written expression
of the divine Mind; it is written in the language of
universal symbolism, and must be scientifically inter-
preted . . . There is no conflict between the Bible and
genuine science; the Bible and the natural universe must
agree in their expression of the divine Mind.

Communism. - Koreshanity advocates communism, not
only of the goods of life, but of life itself. It has
not only the scientific theory of communism, but is
practically communistic in the relations and affairs
of its own people. 1In this it corresponde to the prim-

itive Christian church, where all things were held in
common. The bond of the true communism is the true re-
ligion, and the central personality of the divine com-
‘munism is the Messiah.

Koreshan Socialism. - Qur Social System is patterned
after the form of the natural cosmos; that form is the
natural expression of the laws of order. We demonstrate
the fallacy of competism /competition/; advocate the
destruction of the money-power; the control of the

***¥*see also: Koresh /Cyrus R. Teed/, The Immortal
(Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing House, 1902).

- FE¥¥**cee also: Koresh /Cyrus R. Teed/, Judgement
1cago: Guiding Star Publishing House, 1900).
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products of industry by the government, and the equitable
distribution of the goods of life . . . '

Church and State. - The true form of government is
"the divine Imperialism, the unity of church and state;
such will be the Kingdom of God in earth. The Koreshan
Government is the unity of the empire and the republic,
involving the principles of all present forms of govern-
ment, which are but fragments of the perfect system which
existed in ancient times~--in the Golden Age of the past.
The government of the universe is imperialistic and hu-
manity will constitute a unit only when every class is
emplaced at rest and liberty as are the strata, stars
and spheres of the physical cosmos.

Beyond the Frontier .

After some years in Chicago, Dr. Teed decided to re-
move the Unity from that city. The Koreshans had moved into
a large communal home which they called Beth-Ophra, and life
there was often pleasant and placid. The newspapers of Chi-
cago were not, however, content to ignore the Unity, nor were
the husbands of women who went to live af'Be£h—Ophra content
to let their wives depart in peace. Several suits for alien-
tion of the affections of wealthy women were filed, including
'he for $lOO,OOO,57 and formation of a committee to lynch Dr.
reed was at one time proposed.58 The newspapers of Chicago

ind the nation reported these events in lurid detail, often

57npeed Sued for $100,000," The New York Times, p. 6.

58ucame Near Lynching Teed, " Fort Myers Press, Octo-
5, 1906, p. 1 (reprinted from the Chicago Times, 1892).
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printing sensationalized articles on Dr. Teed and on the be-
liefs and alleged practices within the Unity.

Dr. Teed proposed to build a new city, é New’Jerusa-
lem, where the Unity might dwell in peace, and from which the
doctrines of Koreshanity might be spread until the whole earth
was converted. He found land on which such a city might Dbe

built on the banks of the Estero River, 7just beyond the fron-

tier, in Lee County, Florida.
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- CHAPTER I.

EARLY DAYS IN FLORIDA

1894-1903

"The world stands waiting on the
verge of metamorphosis,
On the cusp of transposition into
that era which initiates the Golden
Ageo i

~-~Koresh
"armageddon: The Last Battlevl

New Jerusalem

When Dr. Cyrﬁs R.ATeed set out for Florida in 1893,

cﬁe had decided upon the evgntual relocation .of the headquarters
of the Unity, but it is cleaf that he had'choseﬁ no.definite
site for this new venture.? Although it was later to be main-
tained that Estero had been "scientifically located" at "the

vitellus of the great Cosmogonic Egg,"3 one account states

lps, xx, 21 (october 30, 1906), p. 5.

: 2pllen H. Andrews, "Replying to E. E. Dawmkohler," AE
e 30, 1927, p. 2, reprinted AE, August 1967, p. 8.

3Koresh, Cellular Cosmogony, p. 194.

26




27

that he became interested in Lee County through the efforts

of a local real estate broker, and another, probably more

reliable, that he heard of it by chance. He iﬂspecfed sev-
eral large tracts of land, including one which was later pur-
chased by the Unity, but he returned to Chicago without find-
ing a site that suited his requirementé. His first trip did
not include a visit to the Estero Creek area and it is doubt;
ful that he heard more than passing reference to it.4

The land which was to become the town of Esterbvwa;
still a wilderness in 1893. The first settlers had been

homesteaders. Gustave G. Damkohler, a native of Berlin, had

‘pitched a tent for his family near Estero Creek on April 10,

1882, more than eleven yeérs earlier. He had built a small
cabin and homesteaded 160 acres, later purchasing an addition-
al 160 acres, but by 1893 he had cleared only about an acre

of his land and this was planted in tropical fruit trees.>

4andrews, "Replying to E. E. Damkohler"; Berry, "The
Oreshan Unity," pp. 37-38.

5g. E. Damkohler, Estero, Fla., 1882: Memoirs of
the First Settler (Fort Myers Beach, Fla.: Island Press,
©7), pp. 5, 20. /Hereafter cited as Estero, Fla./ Andrews,
Replying to E. E. Damkohler."
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Tt is not known how Gustave Damkohler became aware
of Dr. Teed's interest in southwest Florida; it is neverthe-
less reasonable to assume that he read a newspaper account

of the trip or came across one of the Unity's pamphlets. Dam-

kohler's wife and all but one ,0of his four young children had
died at Estero, the children under mysterious outside circum-
stances. It may be supposed that Damkohler was receptive t§>
any promise of immortal 1ife.® If Damkohler had‘attempted
. to contact Dr. Teed while the latter was in Florida heAwas‘

unsuccessful, but correspondence soon began passing between

pamkohler and Unity officials in Chicago. Dr. Teed, accom-

~panied by Mrs. Ordway, her secretary Mrs. Mary C. Miller, and

Mrs. Bertha S. Boomer, left Chicago by train late in December,
kand met Damkohler and his fourteen year old.son, Elwin, at
Punta Rassa early in theAfirSt week of January, 1894.7

Dr. Teed and the women were installed in Damkohler's
abin within a few days. Although the cabin consisted of

nly one room, a loft, and two porches, and was furnished with
Oodén boxes and home-made furniture, the Koreshans were

eased with their tropical surroundings. The land, though

6Damkohler, Estero, Fla., pp. 18-20.

7Andrews, "Replying to E. E. Damkohler'; ibid., p. 22.
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uncleared, was high and well drained, the river teemed with

fish, and the winter weather was decidedly better than that

of Chicago.8 Dr. Teed eﬁidently décided_almost immeéiately

during this visit that the Estero Creek area was to