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FARM WAGES.

The statistician of the Agricultural Depart-
mont has issued a report on farm wages in the
United Statds for half a century. It is an in-
teresting document and bas the rare aavan-
tage of being brought down ncarly to date,
but it appears to be lacking in one important

respect. its tabulations of wages irom lsvb

to 1892 are represented graphically on page !

14. They show a general decline from 1866 to
1879, then a steady rise from 1879 to 1882, and
from that time on a slight rise except in the
Pacific and Mountain States. For all the rest
the figures representing the average wages in

the first five-year period are stated in acurren-

cy $141 of which was required in 1866 to buy
what could have been purchased with $100 in
gold, and from that date till the close of 1878
the gold premium was gradually reduced till
it became zero. Reckoned on the gold basis
the wages of 1866 were but 19 per cent higher
than those given for 1879, instead of being
some 67 por cent higher, as indicated in the
diagram,

This fact should be borne in mind in rend:
mg the following synopsis of facts as given by
the statistician: The rate of farm wages,
with board, fifty years ago may be fairly rep-
resented as averaging $8.30 per month. In
1860 the general average was about §11,a
rauge of $10 to $15 being commeon in the East,
while iu exclusively agricultural districts it
as $9 to $10, A rapid rise fullowed when
8,000,000 soldiers of two armies were with.
drawn froni'¢onstructive and commercial in-
dustries to the fields of war. In 1866 the
average (with board) had risen to $17.45. It
sank gradually to $10,43 for 1879, rose to $12.41
in 1882, was $12.34 threo years later, and $12.54
for the beginning of the present year. The
average rate of wages ou the farm is thus 20
per cent highet now than at the beginning of
1879, when specie payments were resumed. It
is nearly double that of fifty yearsago. In
recent years the farmers have suffered from
low prices for their produce, but have been

unable to reduce the rate of wages. Many a
farmer complains that {abor costs too much
and that the prices he receives for his produce
do not warrant him in paying the rates de-
manded. Yet he requires and employs the
labor. The report notes this fact as an indica-
tion of general employment and a fair degree
of prosperity, It might have added that the
amount of labor per acre has been much. re-
duced by the employment of machinery on
the farm,

The report notes that in most of the States
‘there are complaints of the scarcity of farm
labor even at the higher wages now offered.
Many workera prefer the more highly paid
and more congenial occupations’of the cities.
It states that the returns give a true explana-
tion of the appareat anomaly of low prices
and high wages. There is a ditference in em-
ployers. Sowme are progressive, increase the
fertility of their lands, use the best methods
and implements, employ labor, pay good
wages, and make money, Others are less en-
terprising and progressive, muking small net
profit or none at all. As margins grow nar-
row skill is at & premium, wastes are ruinous,
the skillful succeed, and the carcless go to the
wall, “The returns are full of indications
that the present is a crucial test of the indi-
vidual farmer, They teach the nceessity of
progress in agriculture, and especially a facil-
ity for prompt adaptation of current effort to
changing -condition.” The present rate can
only bo maintained by keeping up the fertil-
ity of the soil, utilizing the best results of in-
vention and skill in implements and machin-
ery, advancing the status of practical agri-
culture, supplying all domestic demands for
all required products, and seeking foreign
markets for thesurplus. The reported spareity
of farm labor over a large portion of the
country, owing to the increasing demand for
workers in the diversified industries of the
cities, must be regarded as showing that the
industrial situation generally is far frofh being
the gloomy one that some labor orators repre-
sent 1t to be, and the recent stoady rise in the
rate of wages, in the face of lower prices for
most of the things the worker has to buy, is
additional proof of increasing indastrial pros-
perity,

“THE antagonism of the administration to
silver has brought on a crisis in the affairs of
Colorado,” said Mr. E, S. Brown of that State
at Thuraday’s session of free silver men in
Washington, and he was followed by Senator
Colquitt, who professed to be in hearty ac-
cord with overy effort for the remonetization
of silver. These pecople cannot mean what
they say. They know that silver is already
being used as money in the United States, or
as tho basis of a note circulation, to nearly
the extent of its home production, and that it is
s0 used because the government buys each
month 4,500,000 ounces of the metal at its full
value. What thess men want is the free coin-
ago of eilver, not at its real value, which
would permit gold tocirculate rlongside with it,
but on the basis of 16 to 1, which cannot be
conceded without lowering by onethird the
value of the monetary unit of the country
and driving all the zold out of use. And for
what? To prevent a crisis in the affairs of
Colorado, or rather in the affairs of a few
men thero who want to grow rich by impover-
ishing all the rest ot the people. They have
held inflated views of the matter, prepared
for a debasement of the dollar, laid all their
plans in accordance with that expectation,
and now ask to bo saved from the conse-
quences of their owa folly, The administra-
tion has not antagonized silver. On the con-
{rary, it has earried out to the lotter the pro-
vigions of the law of 1890 in the purchase of
4,500,000 ounces of the metal each month, and

‘dqne its best towards helping the holder of &

silver dollar to obtain for it a gold dollar’s
worth of property when he undertook to
spend it. Senator Stewart, the holder of
twenty-four mortgages, each of which is con-
tracted to be redeemed in gold, had the au-
dacity at the same meecting to say they would
compel the President to signify to the people
of this country whother or not he is in sympa-
thy with “the gold trust.” Stewart has de-
fined his own position in the matter as being
decidedly in favor of ‘*a gold trust” for himself
and a debased dollar for the people. What
do they think of his wretched want of con-
sistency?

Tug Louisiana Planter takes the position
that though the jetty system at the mouth of
the Mississippi i8 ar unquestiovable success
and a great commercial benefit yet it has in-
creased the danger and extent of floods in the
Mississippi Valley., It says the question how
to safely dispose of the surplus waters of the
mighty river has beeome 85 important in the
interest of agriculture and the protection of
life and property as in affording a channel
adequate to the requirements of commercial
navigation. It intimates a conviction thatthe
outlets of the river have been so far reduced
in the effort to deepen the channel that
greater floods are threaténed than ever be-
fore without anything in the natural
conditions to account for this increased
danger, which opens up *an issue
between the agricultural and commercial in-
torests of the State.” This is a grave prob.
lem, if correctly stated, and may well engage
the attention of the most acute minds in the
cffort to solve it, But the investigation
ought not to be conducted without a full
recognition of the changes introduced by rail-
road construction within the last quarter of a
century. Reasonings on the subject of in-
terior navigation are not necessarily applica-
ble to conditions of the present because they
scemed to fit accurately those of the past, and
the jetty question cannot be properly argued
without taking into the account the levees
which lino the banks for many miles. Is it
worth while to go to an enormous expense in
the enlargemeoent of those already dangerously
artificial levecs in order to protect adjacent
bottom lands while keeping the river opeun to
competition with railroads as a commercial
route from the interior to the gulf scaboard?
The question becomes a very important one
when it is remembered that the action of the
levees i8 akin to what that of the jetties is
alleged to be. Itis a romedy every applica-
tion of which increases the danger from the
evil it is meant to stave off without hope of
curing it,

Ax English member of Parliament asked
the Home Secretary this week whether, when
the United States sent immigrants from any
part of Europe back on the ground that they
were paupers or lunatics, the steamship com-
panies turned them loose on the Liverpool

docks, ““leaving English ratepayers to man- '

tain pauper aliens,”

This question would be an eminently proper
one were it not for the fact that for more than
a century English poor-unions and work-
houses have been unostentationsly shipping
vaupers, lunatres, and criminals to the United
States, Only the other day one disreputable
young Englishman who had become a local
nuisance was sent across the ocean by the
Mayor of his town, For onc ease whichis
discovered a hundred are never found out.
There are today in tho Cook County Ineane
Asylum men and women who should be cared
for in English institutions, but who were
emuggled over here. They oughtto be re-
turned, but the patieat and ;zood-t';atured peo-
ple on this side of the ocean have consented to
pay taxes for their support. '

It is quite likely that paupers and lunatics
sent here from the continent and refused ad-

mittance are sometimes dumped by the steam-
ship companies on the Liverpool docks, but
for every one of them England has surrepti-
tiously shoved ten of her own dependents off
on the United States. That practice ought to
be stopped before complaint is made of the
misdeeds of others. A bill is now before Con-
gress for the stricter enforcement of the im-
migration laws and to provide fora hette'r
system of ascertaining the standing of imi-
grants, 'That bill, or some one like it, ought
to pass and be enforced.  Otherwise there
never will be an end to the building of poor-
houses and insane asylums to accommodate
the rofuse material sent here from England
aud the continent,

It appears that during the present flseal
year the bounty of 2 conts a pound has been
paid to the producers of 12,000,000 pounds of
beet sugar and 11,100,000 pounds of sorghum
sugar. The making of sugar from sorghum
has been carried on for many years and has
been encouraged in Kansas by a State bounty.
It is not reported that any of the manufact-
urers have failed to take advantago of the act
of Congress. It is a little surprising, there-
fore, that the yield of beet sugar should prove
to be the larger of the two. It shows that that
industry has taken a sudden jump. If the re-
turns for the next two years show & decided
increase in the yicld there will bo reason to
expect that the bounty will do geod work and
may result in the United Statea producing its
own sugar. If the quantity manufactured
does not grow larger, however, the bounty
should be withdrawn. Of the sum of seven
and a quarter millions paid out to all the su-
gar-producers the cane sugar men got $6,900,-
000 fora yield of 346,000,000 pounds. The
money paid them was thrown away, for a
century’s expericnce has settled it that the
country cannot raise the cane sugar it noeds.
During the last fiscal yecar the United States
imported over three thousand million pounds
of cane and beect sugar. Louisiana cannot

supply the sugar needed by the people of the

State of New York, no matter how great the
bounty paid may be. Yet the Democrats do
pot pass & bill to do away with the gratuity of
2 cents a pound because the Louisianians are
stanch supporters of that party.

THERE aro 9,000 places in New York City
where liquors are sold. And the sum raised in
Now York for foreign missions will bo larger this
year, it is said, than evor before,

Tre King of Denmark is not a mighty mon-
arch himsslf, but by tho divine right of Kingsand
Emperors present and prospoctive heis tho father-
in-law of half of Europe, a large slice of Asia. and
of an empire on which the sun nover sets, Don't
turn up your nose at King Christian of Denmark.

SexaTor Perrer’s bill to make everybody
rich has been introduced at last and the Senator,
wo dare say, fecis like a bantam hen that has laid
8 gOOS0-0RR, : R

Taere was a sharp frost in Florida one day
this week, and orange-growers are alarmed.
Check. Nowslet us havo tho regular epring re-
port from Delaware.

Taz Prophet of KEoresh still holds the fort.
The Normal-Parkors appear to have a tedious job
on hand,

FRroat the esteerned New York Sun we gather
the interesting itom of news that Colorado is en-
thusiastically for Hill. This news is protected by
the Sun's copyright and is exclusive.

It would have been in accord with tho fit-
ness of things if the Chicago . pioneers had held
their reunion last Thursday eveaing in the Gov-
ernment Building, It1s the most conspicucus of
all the old * sottlors.”

Ar its best the Hill caydidacy was never
anything but bombast. It is now a boom burst,

Tar Norwegians have about the right idea.
Chicago is at the head of navigation.

Taz St. Louis Globe-Democrat has under-
taken the job of redlecting Vice-President Morton.
In this task it will have the bitter opposition of
the Louisville Courier-Journal, and thero is
blood on the moon,
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