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KORESH AND VICTORIA GRATIA.

From the Detroit News Tribune.

A 1roligious and cconomic settlement
that promises 1o rival Dowie's in size
and importance has sprung up in Florida.
The founder is Dr. Cyrus T. Teed, who
does not claim to be n second prophet, but
who does claim to possess more brains and
kunowledge than the majority of even our
so-called learned mien. The basis of the sect
seems (o bho purely material. His re-
ligious cognomen is Koresh, which Is said
to be the YMebrew word for Cyrus. He
claims to have discovered the secrct of
man’s redemption, not through miracles,
but through scientific processes. What
these processes are has 1ot been disclosed
'to a vulgar and profane world that might
scoff. His scientiflc system, if it may be
called such, is known as the Xoreshan
Universology. and it denies pretty much
averything our scientisis think they have
demonstrated. Tor Instance, it is claimed
that we are dwelling in the center of the
carth rather than upon the exterior ot
a sphere. All our astronomy and other
sciences are said to be wholly wrong.

No religious vagary is too wild to at-
tract adherents, and. of course, Dr. Teed
has his disciples-who are giving up thefr
wealth to help found their settlement in
Florida. They are said to have hundreds
of square miles of land on the scacoast,
and they have-started a small communily

called Estero -City. which -they hope to
malke the largest city .in. the world. The
way they have 1aid. it out and the flatter-
ing terms in which they advertise their
venture make it ‘all sound like a, redl
cstate speculation. but it is elaimed that
the city .will be run on {he commumgtxc
plan. The city as incorporated ‘incliides

a larger arca than.ihat of Greater New
Yorl\
_»thel!' commuuhlic life the ]\oreshﬂ.ns

Thgir secuhr -organization is
L han, Unity, which: is in-

New.. ‘Jersey. .
sh ¥

miles ‘of l'md.

The founder of I\orethqmtv_)
e liIe' but
th"a edm~
P lements of
posslblc achlevement and hig‘h attzuu—
ments.

Ordway?}}
ﬁiﬁqz’r’

way Is about sixty years of age. Victor!a.
Gratia is =z forceful character of gréat
executive ability, a splendid disciplinarian,
and is greatly beloveda by her people. She
is well calculated to enforce the govern-
ment of a scientific and religious body,
having for its aims the highest good not
only of its own sociely, but the Improve-
ment of the conditions of the entne world.

The secular government of IEstero City
is entirely distinet from the governmen®
of the religiovs colony. The munleipality
is regulated by the statutes of the State
of F!orida, having its town officials elect~
c¢d by popular voice through the function
of the ballot; and the incorporation wiil
be conducted upon the basis of hberahty
carried out in all of the dertails of an
ceconomically adjusted business svstem.

The basls of the Koresnan cosmogony is
that all life is cellular, criginating in cells,
all living structures being composed ot
cells and propagating cells; whence the
conclusion that the universe, the "réat
aggregation of all cells, must itself be i
cell, the material walls of which aré Cdm- .

prised of the shell of the earth.

Recently the scientific staff of the Ixore-
shan Unity undertoolk the wori of demon- ’
strating the truth of the cosmogenic con=
ceptions by actual experimentation. They
claim to have found by gecdetic survey of.
the gulf coast of Florida that a recn"ne
extended over a portion of the earth!s ur |
water’'s surface, which is the choxd of @
concave are, and not a tangent to e -
vex curvature; and that ths surfac-, of "
water, from the basis of visual and ot ‘
tests over long distances, cannat po<sx}bl§i -
be cenvex. T

For irstance. on canals, lakes, and the:’
- Gulf‘ofMexico, targets on the water wi

viewed at such distances from the
Zets. as wouild be scemingly mn)oss-b
the waters . presented a convex- surface:., '
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