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THE SETTING IN HISTORY

Man had been' knowvn to take a distance, divide it in half, and in

half again, repeating the process ad infinitum in an cffort to reach the

end of the measurce. le has never been able to reach the end; though in

reality it is so closc, in actuality it is so far. Similarly, man has

tried to reach Utopia, that clusive idcal place which is somewhere, but

nowhere. Many men have tried to recach it; all have failed. The account

that follows is the history of one such attempt. It is an account of

one of the longest lasting of the nincteenth century communities, The

*

Koreshan Unity, founded in 1880 in Moravig, New York, By Dr. Cyrus R.

Teed,

1. Definition of "utopian cemmunity"

"What's that?" is a most common reaction to the term '"utopian com-
munity'". To define it has been like a plague to numerous authors, for

the diversity of these communitdces is akin to the perception of Chinese
DA T

characters to the uninitiated eye. Iu Utopia is found the state of

ideal perfection, It is a coaummunity wherc a group of pcople act as a

unit in meeting their common nced, with ceongenial affect and concern.
A utopian or intentionzl community is a group of people who have

withdrawn from normal interaction withh the rest of society, in an ef-

fort to crcate and live a life of ideul perfection. The vision of that

ideal perfection has been as varied as the snowflakes of winter. These

communities are rooted in visioas that have unot been unique to any period
of time, They are visions that have influcneed such diverse character-
ey, woral frecedom, relipiousness,

istics as communalism, comsunicm, ccelibacy,

XY

sccularism, charisma, and wmillenialism.,
1

St wage ¢




ceyd

R

ThEe

2. Tssenes to New Harmony

f

History has been witness to many utopian cupeviments., One of the

carliest known commnunities was that of the Essenes, who lived in scat-

‘tered groups throughout Judea. They held their property in common and

practised a strict recligious and celibate life. Their ways of life
"were based in a profound pessimism and were intended not as a solution
of social difficulties but as a mechanism of ecscape therefrom."l Mark
HolloQay writes that the Esscnés were possibly connected with‘thc
Pythagorean and Orphic religions, helping to form—a—link between the
Indo~Persian religious ideals and thé ideals of Gnosticism.? Recent
findings of Decad Sea Scrolls show the e%iétcnce of another very carly
utopian communal group, the Qumran Community.

The period of six hundred to three hundrc& B.C. saw the expansion
of the Greek city-states. With the multitude of new cities being built,

there was ample opportunity for ecxperimenlt and variation. It seems that

many plans were proposcd f£or construction and reconstruction of both the

’
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citices and their-sotial ordcf{;fLittic remains of these plans, though
Aristotle discusses the ideal states designed by Phaleas and Hippodamus.3

The ecarly Christians at Jerusalem, as described in Acts 3:44-46, made
an apparently unsuccessful experiment in communistic living. The mem-

bers of this group held property in common, sharing all they had with

onc another, sclling their goods and belongings, and dividing the

lEImer T. Clark, The Small Sccts in Amcrica (New York: Abingdon
1949), p. 136.
éMarlc lolloway, Hleavens on Farth (ilew York: Dover Publications,
Inc., 1966), p. 26.
3Lewvis Mumlord, The Story of Uropias (Gloucestewr, HMass.: Peter
Smith, 1959), pp. 29-30.
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procceds according to individual nceds., Though this voluntary group
ate together and prayed together, their community did not succeed in
establishing itself permanently.

The Christian community cxperiment at Jerusalem gave rise to others.
In the fourth century there can be found the conmumity of the Civcumel-
liones of North Africa. Later, by the twelfth century, the Waldenses
entrenched themselves in Moravia and Germany, This zealous religious
groué lived within a communistic cconomy and by the cend of the fiftcenth

century had an estimated 150,000 mcmbers.h

The Reformation followed, and many utopian groups sprang into

\
¢

existence, One such community is the Huﬁtcrian Brethren, an Anabaptist
group, who led by Jacob lutter evolved into a solidified body in the
early siﬁteenth century. This group still exists today in over a
hundred and fifty withdrawn communistic communditics in Canﬁda and the

United States.”

Within the great thruip of_éhc Industrial Revolution and with the
growth of socialism can bc"foﬁha the establishment of ideal communities,
such as New Lanark in Britain. Robert Owen, in 1797, when he became
managing partner of a textile factory, started a humanitarian experiment
in creating model living conditions for his workers and their families.
After recasonable success and increcased profits, he attempted to start

ﬁ utopian colony at New llarmony, Indiana, which will be discussed later.

It was a dismal failure.

4Holloway, op. cit., p. 27.
Victor Peters, ALl Thinpgs Common: 7The Nutterian Way of Life

(Minneapolis, University ol Minnesota Press, 1965).
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When some of the utopian communitjcs ave kraced through history, a

conmon clement of greatly manifest social problems can be found in the

times of their occurrence.

"Outbreaks of the utepian spivit were strongest in such
troubled times and places as the Lsracl of the prophets;
thie Athens of the Peloponnesian wars; the Roman Fmpire

at the time of Jesus; at the breakdowmn of Furopcan fcudal-
ism; and during the industrial revolution."

Today the nuclear age is a period of troubled times, a time when the
utopian spirit is again rampant.

3,  Tarly American communities

In overlapping succession, CEurope éé& the Age of the Enlightenment,
the Industrial Revolution, and the rise of soc;qlism. All three move;
ments were intcracﬁivc and intendependent, all fostering in the minds
of men the promisc of a more ideal way of life. At the same time
America became freej the ﬁnitcd States was born oul of the ideals of
men, who wanted a better sogiety scparated from the troubles of the

v -
.o

old world,

The promising future for manking was taken up in the United States
in many ways, with onec of the most obvious being its proliferation of
utopian colonists, A;‘carly as 1694 there was the community of the
Woman in the Wildernesé;.ﬁith the foilowing century witnessing an in-
crca§ing number of "utopias'. The nincteenth century set the scene
for an onrush of diversified communities, that can be dclipcatéd (at

times with a shochorn) into three types: religious, secular, and

67, p. Seymour Bassectt, Socialism and Awervican Life, 2 vols., cds.

Donald Drew Egbert and Stow Persons (Princeton:  Princeton University
Press, 1952), 1I, p. 03.
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charlatan., Today,;in the tweuticth century, can be found an increasing
prélifcrntion of intentional comnunitics,’

During the eighteenth century, there were a number of.communitics
such as Ephvata, Zionitic Brotherhood, aod the Banmemites.  The present
town cl>f Fphrata, Pennsylvania, had its woots in the Uphuata colony
started by Johann Conrad Beissel in about 1733, This paclfist group
cous;dcred celibacy desivable and danied the dJdoctrines of original
sin and eternal punishment. They were vegetarians and led a wvery
ascetic way of life, There was a strong cmphasis on religious devo-
tion, education, and an all pervasive simplicity of life. This
charitably oriented group adhered Lo ﬁﬁ; doctrine that the sabbath
should be on the seventh day of the weelk. The fact that this doctrine
had resulted in the expulsion of Beissel and a few followers from a
Dunker community, and the fact that Be ¢l fled to America to escape

religious persccution in Germany, account for the existence of Ephrata.

A related conmunity, £01mcd due to differences in belief with Beissel,

i ;\
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was Lhe Zionicic Brothevhood, on neorvby Zion HLLL, MHatthias Bauwman,
who came [rom the same arca of Ceuvmany as Beisscl, started about 1725

a community of the Newborns at Oley, Pennsylvania. 'llis followers held

7Some good surveys are: John Humphlo" Moyes, History of American
Socialisms, reprint of 1870 ed. (New York Dover Publications, Inc., 19606);
Frederick A. Bushee, "Communistic Socieliecs in the United States't,
Political Scicnce Quanrterly, XX (Dec. 1903) 625-64; William A. Hinds,
Amervican Cowmunitics and Co-opevalive Colondes.  3rd ed. (Chicago: Kerr
and Company, 1908); Erncst 5. Hooster, (meHnJLJP' off the Past and Present

)

(Newllano, Louisiana: Llano Colunist, 1924); halpn “albe ertson, ''A
survey of mutualistic cowmunities in Awperica,” Towa Journal of Ilistory
and Politics, XMXIV (Oct. 1936) 375-%444; Julia Llizabeth Williams, An

analyr' cal tabulation of the North Aucrican utopian communities by type
lOnVOVJLy and location (Unpublishoed (AL thesis, University of South
Dakota, 1939); 1907 Dirs clnxv of Hocial Chameoe: Inbentjional Cowmmunitics,

, tahendng Flo ettt l]l' e, Govial l.‘.n.m;;n Acencies

Dsvchedelic Chn.ah‘
(hudf01u, Moss.:  The Hode i Htupc:n liu/)




extreme views such as attaining sinlessness through "new birth". The

colony lasted only a short time because of outside social pressure.
Towards the end of the century, the sceds of other comumitics were
sown, and in the future years these communitics rcached the pinnacles

of success,

4. American communitices of the nincteenth century

Religious communijities. Among the many religiously oriented groups

of the nincteenth century were the éhnkers and the Rappites. The Shakers
or United Society of.Bclicvers can be. traced back to France at the time
of Louis XIV, when a small group of peasants began preaching a return
to the way of the primitive Christianxghurch. Later their followers in
England, including Ann Lee Stanley, fa;cd persccution. While in jail
in 1770,.Ann Lee claimed that she had visions andAdiVive manifestations
presented to her. 1In- 1774, she and a group of follonwers came to New
York State and by 1772 established their first community at Mount
Lebanon, New York. The group was still struggling Ly 1800, but there-
after it tlirived. As religiéhs revivalism swept the country, the
Shakers followed its path, gaining many adherents and founding new
communities along the way. They are a celibate ascetic group, who
believe that Mother Ann Lee was the second coming of Christ upon
Earth..8

Another religious group was the followers of George Rapp, who
first scttled in 1805, at Harmony, Tenusylvania, later moving west to

New Harmony, Indiana, and then back cast to Economy, Pennsylvania.

8Ldward Deming Andrews. The People Called Shakers (llew York:
Oxford University Press, 1953).




This group c¢f gcrmun pictists and scﬁuuutists came to America for frece-
dom of worship, away from the persecutijon of Lutheran Germany. The
existence of the community was mainly attributable to the very strong
and able leadership of Ccorgé Rapp, so that after his death in 1847

the community slowly deteriorated. The members spoke Cerman, and
practised celibacy and community of goods. They based their liveli-
hood on agriculturc with both mén and women working the fieclds and
;incyards. Asceticism was the way of life, with toil and suffering
revolving around a long work day that included five meals. When
Robert Owen wished to start his cﬁpcrimcnt in America he bought out-
right from the Rappites iheir comm%ﬁity of New Harmony, Indiana,for
$150,000 in 1825. Thec Rappites were happy to sell it even at a de-
valued price, for they 'had suffered fro§ fever and ague and unpleasant
nelghbors, and were determined to,move",g and return again éo Pennsyl-
vania. In addition to the Rappites and Shakers there were a good
number of other religiogs‘uEOpian communities, such as Onecida, Amana,
Zoar, Adonal Shomo, Bcéhéa; and Auvrora,

Secular communitics. During the 1800's the sccular communities

included Owenite New larmony and the TFourier Phalanxes. Owen arrived
in New York, in qugmber 1824, and promptly began to barnstorm the
country and talk thé p§pular lecaders of public opinion into support

of his ideal community. In the spring of 1825, his colonies from the
ncarby west started to arrive; they were misfits, a heterogencous col-

lection of individuals with little appreciation for the ideals of

ICharles Mordhofl, The Cormunistic Sociclies of the United States,
reprint of 1875 ed. (Mew York: Dover Yublications, Inc., 1966), p. 70.
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Robert Owen. The spring of 1826, saw an influx of better qualified
f f

workers from the cast come to the aid of the ailing community. Many
were intellectuals, scieutists, and teachers who knew not nor desired
to lecarn the frupal work by which the Rappites built, sustained, and
made the colony prosper. With red tape and a great mobility among the
diverse residents, no unifying spivit could be developed among the
community members. There was a lack of financial success and finally
insélvency. The community ended in'idcologicnl disscension. Owen's
experiment to cope with the growing industrial revolution, within the
context of a liberal non-sectarian socialism, ended in reclative un-
successfulness. 10 3f

The next basically secular utopian movement in America was begun
around 1840 and was known as Fouricrism, théugh more aptly it should
be known as Brisbaneism. Albert Brisbane took the thcorics of a

Frenchman, Charles Fourier, amended and adopted them to American life,

giving cmphasis to those theories which he felt were important. DBris-

e s

bane achicved publicity and %Support through a daily column, starting
P Y Pp & Y .

in.March 1842, in llorace Greecley's New York Tribune. A national organi-

zation was started in April 1844, ''Setting out upon its Pauline mis-
sion, the American movement proposed to be all things to all men, a

veritable popular front of rcform.”]'l Brook Farm, which began as a
pop y 8

por a full description of this movement sce: Arthur E. Bestor,
Jr., Backwoods Utopias; The Sceotarian and Owenite Phases of Commuunitarian
Socialism in Amervica, 10063-1829. (Ihiladelphia:  University of Pennsyl-
vania Press, 1950). '
Lp.p. Scymour Bassctt, Socialism and American Life, 2 vols., eds.
Donald Drew Egbert and Stow Persons (Urinccton: LPrinceton University
Press, 1952), 1I, p. 176.




rria

b

Transcendentalist community in L8hl,.wuu won over Lo the cause of Bris-

f
bancism aund became thé Brook PIarm Phalanx in May 1845. This farming
community was noted for the great number of visiting intelligentsia,
its excecllent boarding school, and its social and cultural life. This
new sociallstic community had an claborate povernment and changed the
cmphasis from mere education to an ecducation of missionaries for social-
istic ideals. Their school was neglected and indebtedness and fi-
nancial distress increcased. With hope of projected cxpansion, the
communily constructed a lqrgc new building or phalanstery, which was
destroyed by fire when almost finished in March 1846. With no insurance
to cover the loss, bankruptcy sceméa inevitable, and thué, it was dc:
cided in 1847 to close the books of the community. The community that
had developed to spur on the cure-all féf'thc problems of AmericanA
socicty, such as producing a éougcnial atmosphere for the intelligentsia,

in the final analysis had failed., Brook Farm was only one Brisbaneian

community, of which there were at least thirty others throughout the

LN
'

United States. All these similarly plonned Phalanxes had a short life
span of about two and a half ycars.

Charlatan comrunitics. The United States in the ninctcenth century

was also the scene for what this author designates as charlatan-led com-
munities. These communitics arce defined as being led by men, who in the
perspective of history scemed to be insincerc in their moral, cthical,
and/or business dealings, as revealed in contemporary historical sourccs
including court records. Also, it is most important.to take into account
the degree of deviation between their espousced ideals and their apparent
and knowa behaviours., The communities of Thquu T.ake Harris 5ud Denjamin

Purnell arc of this charlatan variety.
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Marris, iy 1861, founded the Brotherhood of the Mew Life which had
a community first at Brocton, New York, and later at Sauta Rosa, Cali-
fornia. The community was celibate and patrimrchal-authoritarian, center-
ing around Harris who believed in a vague mystical, csoteric sbiritualism.
Robert V. Hine writes that: '"rhe Brotherhood of the Néw Life was thus
the product of ecclesiastical revolt, a deep feeling for social reform,
Christianity, spiritualism, and Swedenborgianism mixed in the mind of
Harris with later additions of Oricﬂtal mysticism and late ninetecnth-
century anti-monopoly socialism."'2 Converts included (until withdrawl
and lawsuit) wealthy Lady Oliphané; her son Lawrence, who was a former
secretary to Lord Elgin when England signed the Treaty of Tientsin wiéh
China in 1858; and Lawrcnce'é wife. Law?epce was soon separated from his
wife and mother, who joined celibate Harfis'and his other lady followers
in Harris's central house at Brocton. When the Oliphants decided to with-
draw, they were ablé to recover only a small amount of their total asscts
from Harris. Though %%ngs did not believe in private ownership, he per-
sonallf ﬁeié zitlc to Aiilthc former assets of his adherents. Though he
preached celibacy, he married his chief secretary and assistant Jane Lee
Waring, in February 1892, Later with his wife he toured Europe and then
settled down in retirement in MNew York City, with winters in Florida, all
the while 1ivingléff his frugal workers at his community in California.

Few charlatans can rival the life of Purnell, better known to his

followers as the "seventh messenger' ov King Benjamin, Purnell received

2Robert v. Hine, California's Htopian Colonies (New Haven, Conn.: -
Yale University Press, 19066), p. 16,




his revelation in 1895, and it was just beyond the end of the century.

when he established his House of David at Benton Harbor, Michigan. His
community was commuunistic though Purnell held title to all possessions.
Purnell preached that he was on earth to prepare for the end of time, as
the divincely appointed, He was supreme in alll temporal and spiritual af-
fairs in the eyes of his followers. Elmer T. Clark writes that:

...King Benjamin lived in great luxury at Shiloh 'palace' sur-
rounded by the young girls of the colony, whom he clothed in
the finest silks.,  Theve weve sordid tales of sexual "indtia-
tions" and the seduction of these girls by the sixty-two-ycar-
old "angel.'" To avoid cxposure the girls were at intervals mar-
ried in groups to the young men of the community; at one time
twenty couples were thus united at the comnand of the leader.

These and similar allegations were proved to the satisfaction
of the court,

In 1923, members of the community obtained a judgment against Purnell for
irregular sexual practices. The case then went to the Supreme Court of
Michigan, but Purncll died before the verdict was delivered. 14

Concluding comments. Utopian communities have not been limited,

whether they have been religipus, scculav, or charlatan, to the nincteenth
Lo RO 7 /.‘
century., For the twenticth century also abounds in experiments that have
continued up to the present day and promise to proliferate in the future.
Most of the current groups want Lo get away from the militarism and
materialism of American .socicty and attempt to live a creative life in
harmony and fellowship with others. Some of these communities such as
Koinonia near Americus, Georgia, arce farwming communities. Others, such

as .Father Divine's Peace Mission and Reba Place Fellowship, are urban

communities,

L3y 1mer T. Clark, The Small fects in Amervica (Mew York: Abingdon
Press, 1949), p. 154,

FSince writing this briecf sus

the community and is unsure as to

that occur in all the accounts he |

=J
he validity of the negative impressions |
s seen, including Clark's.

ey of Purnell, the author has visited
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didealize and
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Utopian communities, ther have been; utopian comnunitiecs, there
!
arc; utopian communities, there will probably be. As long as man can

want somcthing better, there shall probably be utopian

communitics.




CHAPTER IX

TEEDSVILLE TO CHICAGO AND BEYOND, 1839-1903

Dr. Cyrus R. Tecd has been regarded by many people as the-lecader of

a charlatun-led community, the Koweshan Unity. He was a man of peculiar

and varied talents. In the words of The Chicago Herald, "A man of such
unusual persuasive powers, of such tremendous encrgies is well worth
studying.”l An cxamination of his life shows the growth of his powers

and energies, and how they were strong cnough to influence the lives of
others even aféer his death, Some have considered Tecd a Togue; others
have considered him a sincere, unselfish ipdividual. Many have labelled -
and dismissed him as a charlatan, but a giose scrutiny of his life shows
that he should be neither easily labelled nop'di;missed to the oblivion

of history.

1. Early life

o s

Cyrus Read Teed? was born on October 18, 1839,3 in a small settlement

called chdsvillc,’in Delawdre County, New York, on the site of present
-

day Trout Creek. Cyrus was the second son of Sarah Ann Tuttle Teed and

Jesse Sears Teed. During the childhood of Cyrus, the Teed family moved

lapril 8, 1894, p. 30, col. 1. |

2The middle name of ‘Cyrus Teed may be: Read, which is used by The
Koreshan Unity; Reed, which is used by the Library of Congress; or Romulus,
which occurs in early sources, such as Tuttle, below.

30ther possible dates of birth are July 3, 1839, Ceorge F. Tuttle,
The Descendents of William and Elizabeth Tuttle (Ruthland, Vt.: Tuttle

& Co., 1883), p.—ESG, and October L3, 1839 (scc fn. 23).

13
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to join his clergyman grandfather, Oliver Tuttle, on his land in New

Hartford, New York.” It was here that Cyrus attended school aboul the

year 1850, while his father was a local farmer, and his uncle, Samuecl

F. Teed, was an allopathic physician at the age of twenty—five.s It is
undoubtedly duc to the influence of Samucl, that Cyrus became interested
in medicine and began his carly training in the late 1850's under his
uncle's guidance in New Hartford.

It seems highiy'probable that the social climate éf Utica in the
middle years of the nineteenth century had a marked effect on the life of

Cyrus. le and his family lived nextdoor to his Baptist clergyman grand-.

gfgyer, so that Cyrus would have had first-hand exposuré to ‘the evan-
gelical emotional missionary work of the Baptists and their conflicts
with equally cmqtional and dogmatic groups, such as, the Methodists and
Presbyterians. Religious recvivalism, liell and brimstone, was pervasive
throughout the atmosphcre of Upper New York State, for this was the
Burncd-qur D%§t§ict, sed%c%ﬁby the flames of the waves of revivalism.
There was a pervasive Spirgt of optimism in the belicf of an early occur-
rence of the millennium in the arca. "Just as the American political
system would lead the world to cquality and justice, so would American
revivals inaugurate the thousand years' reign of Christ on earth before
the second coming and the end gf the world."® From the age of thirty,
Cyrus took up this theme of millemnialism and used it to his own ad-

vantage,

( boneida County Nceds, Book 2062, pp. 512-513.
S0ncida County Census 1850, IL, Now Hartfoxd, p. 70, i
OWhitney K. Cross, fhe hnrned-Cuver District (Mew York: llarper &
Row, 1965), p. 79.
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In 1859 when he was twenty years old, Teed marvied Delia M. Rowe,
P 1 U,

! .
the daughter of William and Polly Mavia Tuttle Rowe--another Teed mar-

ried another Tuttlc°7 Delia and Cyvus had a son, Douglas Arthur Teced,

who was born shortly after their marriapge on Februavy 21, 1860. Doug-

i

las wag destined to become it later years a leading American artist.
Cyrus moved his family to New York City at about the same time the

Civil War broke out. He enlisted to scrve the Union cause in August
/-—-—’A‘ s it .

1862 'and was mustered in as a corporal in Company I' of the 127th New

York Infantry. After serving for only fiftcen months, Cyrus was dis-

charged for "disability' from the hospital of Alexandria, Virginia, in

October 1863,8 But from this point on Teed is no longer a normal com-

placent citizen.

Cyrus is next said to have lived in Hamiigon Mew York; but the
only evidence that scems Lo exist is a short newspaper article, which
may not be wholly truthful.

In 1867, Dr. Teed appeared in Hamilton, it is said, represcent-
ing himself as a §;u&1e man just from the University of Ann
Arbor, Mich., le¢ wasithe posscssor of an extraordinary know-
ledge of anatomy and soon Found cuployment in the office of
Dr. Kimberly. lic made himself a social favorite in the vil-
lage in an almost incredibly short time, but in a few wecks
after his arrival heve Dr, Himberly, it is sald, recceived a
communication from a lady claiming to be the abandoned wife
of Dr. Teed, and enclosing a snapshot photograph of a man

in prison.garb, taken through the grated window of a cell.
When confronted. with the cowmunication and plcture, Dr. Teed
is alleged to have acknowledged that the photograph was a
likeness of himself and went to Treanton, where he opened a
photograph studio, but becuwe iuvolved in trouble there.9

7Tuttle op. cit., pp. 256-257,

8Annual Report of the Ar utant-Ceneral of the State of Mew York

for the Year Y03, 4 “vol. (\JDJHV, MUYz Iﬂﬂﬁ), 111, 1144,
“Yltica IU]HLd*”L‘”‘ ci, December 29, 1908, p. 7 and also in Utica

Daily Plﬂh:, Deccmber 29, 1903, p. 9, col. 2.
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Later in 18067, Cyrus rciurned to New York City to attend the Felectic,

Hedical College of the City ol Mow York. 'O 1o Februacy of 1868, the
B - e A

Eclectic Medical College of the City of New York graduated one Cyrus R.

Teed, M.p. 11
Dr. Cyrus R. Teed soon veturned to Htica, thew York, to join his
. . . . 12 A . .
uncle Samuel in a joint medical practice.*= Among other things their

office gained dubious distinction from a large sign, with letters ncarly

'
-

a foot in 1cngth,13 proclaiming a slogan. The sipgn was plainly visible
from Genesse Street, the main street of the city. “The slogan the two
Teeds put on their sign possible rcad '"lle Who Deals in Poison Deals in
Dcath”,l4 but the wording was more probably as reported in the Utica
Daily Presé:

The two had an office on the sccond floor of Wells llouse at the
corner of Columbia and Sencca Strects. Their medical school
was one of theiv own, a mixture ol medicine and veligion, and
it accomplished the purpose for which it was desipued--to make
money. To show that they had no faith in drugs the Teeds put
‘out a sign with the inscription, "le who deals out poison,
decals out death.'" It was a large sign cxtending clear across
the front of the huﬁldlng The fivst floov of the bhuilding,
which 15 still standing, was occupied as a saloon by a man

who had formerly been a policeman., And the public reading the
sign, applied it not to the medical methods of the Teeds, but
to the dispenser of beverages on the first f£loor, and the boys
about town had a good deal of fun at the expense of the saloon-
keeper. The Teeds got more notoviety through that sign than

in any other way, and it all hclpcd business, for both occu-
pants of the bulelng 15

{ lchlectic Medical College of the City of Mew Youk, Register of
Gradunto : 867-1908 (New Yorlk: 1903).
[2Jo5cph ATTOLL, comp., Arnott's Utica City Divectorvy, 1809-70
(Utica: RUbLlLu, lb69), p. 339' scee also Joln L Francis, ‘comp., Utica
City Directory, 1869-70 (Utica: White & Floyd, 1869), p. 319.
I37he Utjea Dnbcrvo“, DLVLmbcr 16, L1908, p. 4, col. 6.
CLbphe Ueica Sunday Teibune, Deccochou 27, 1908, po 3, col. 3.

L5Utiea Daily ress, December 28, 1908, p. 7, Col. 2.
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"illumination", and though there is no contemporary evideuce,18 he

It seccms that Dr. Cyrus R. Teed did not prescirbe drugs in accordance

with his training in New York City, for an established and busy drug

.store of the time, a half block away from his office, apparently has no

record of filling a Teed prcscription.l6 In late 1869, Cyrus left the
joint practice with his uncle and set up his office next door to his
residence. 17

2. The illumination

:

In the winter of 1869-1870, Tced at the age of thirty, claims to

have had a most unusual and mysterious experience. lle called in an

did describe what happened in writing, probably about twenty years
later. This illumination was to become the central justification for
Teed's leadership and view of life. Appfopriatcly, he further justi-~
fied his mission with biblical reference.
-Isaiah 11:10, "In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as an
ensign to the pecople; him shall the nations seek, and his dwelling shall
K ey W /(‘
be glorious.'™ TIsaiah 44:28, "I am the Lord...who says of Cyrus, 'lle is
my shepherd, and he shall fulfill al my purpose.''" Dr. Cyrus R. Teed,
son of Jesse Scars Teed wrote:
In the autumn of 1869, I sat contemplating in my electro-
alchemical laboratory...
I had succeeded in transforming matter of one kind to its
equivalent "energy," and in reducing this "energy," through polaric
influence, to matter of another kind...

The "Philosopher's Stone' had been discovered, and I was the
humble instrument for the exploiture of so magnitudinous a result...

167his statement was concluded after a scarch of the relevant ycars
from a collection of all presevipitions [illed since 1853, (when the store
started) of the Watford Drug Store, Utieca, ‘ :

73ohn 1. Francis, com., Utica City Directory, 1870 .(Utica: Curtis
& Childs, 1870), p. 283. . .

L8No confirmation was found in a scarch of Utica newspapers for the
years of 1869 and 1870.




’ T sat in a thoughtful attitude, with all the "energics'” of my

mental soul congentrated in desire to watervialize the concept of

, ‘my innetrmost realmm. T boeut wmyself to the task of projecting into

J tangibility the creative principle.  Suddealy, [ expevience a re-

) laxation at the occiput: vr back part ot the brain, and a peculiar

buzzing tension at the forchead or sinciput. Succeceding this was

a sensation as of a Faradic battery of the softest tension about

the organs of the brain called by Lyra, cruva pincalis, and

conarium,
"~ There gradually spread from the center of my brain to the
extremities of my body and apparcatly to me, into the auraic

sphere of my brain, miles outside of my body, a vibration so

] gentle, soft, and dulciferous that I was impressed to lay myself

f - upon the bosom of this gently oscillating occan of magnetic and

spiritual ccstasy.

[ I recalized myscelf gently yiclding to the impulse of reclining

’% upon the vibratory sea of this, my noewly-found delight,..

5 I looked to behold myself, but failed to find my visible
presence; instead, I saw before me the wost fascinating, gloviaualy
[2 ~regal and majestic vision possible Lo human conceptbion and contempla-

tion. In swectest cadence, most musically orate, so tender, with
voice so unaccountably modulate as to thrill we with profoundest

I and most intense passion of supernundane f£ilial felicity, she said:

{5 "My Son, behold the formulation of thy Maternity! I am the

Goddess, and the enviromment of that which thou hast becowme - the

% inherent psyche and pneuma of my own organic form. T have brought

{§ thee to this birth to sacrifice thee upon the altar of all human

' hopes, that through thy quickening of me, thy tother md Bride,

; the Sons of God shall spring into visible creation..." .

B Graccfully pendant from tlie head, and falling in golden

tresses of profusecly luxuriant prowth over her shoulders her

hair added to the adorgment of herw personal atiractiveuness. Sup-

! ported by the shoulders md falling into a long train was a gold
and purple colored vobe. Jller Feel rested upon a silvery crescent;
in her hand, and resting upon this crescent, was Mercury's Caduccus...

She turned to go from me, hesitated for a moment, then turned,

. and with a look of pathetic yearning and sadness, raised her hand -
and pointing downward said: 'Look there, my Son! Iu that surg-
ing mass of huwnan woe, thou seest one into whom I shall in time
descend in my sensory ultimates, and for a time in the fulure -
not now - shall wall, with thee. In this, thy going, the divine
hand shall lead thee lest thy fect stumble",..

) ««.I had made the discovery of the insulating law, and the

’ , . actual process of the creation of thae wediuwm of astral projection.

The great mystoery was solved.  To the Fommalation of wy anthiropo-

i
i
|
!
H
,,J

f biologic battery, and to the ushering into being of the organic
form of immortal lifec, heucelorvh all my conergics should be de-
voted,
J I left my laboratory and procecded to my homc...lj9

wocreshis Marvelonn Runorionee

of the CGreat Alchemist at Utica, Uew Sovk Ca. dmp.) pp. L, 4, 5, 6, 9,

11,713,715, 16. )

' 19Cynus R. Teed, The Tllumination of
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A new era had begua for Teced. The fewmale part of the Mother-Father
CGod had appeared to him and had told him that somctime in the future he

would be led by the divine hand. lle now knew the sccret of the Philosopher's

Stone and the knowledge of the crecation and structure of the universe.

While the languagé uscd in describing the iLllumination may pose a problem
in understanding it, many have claimed not only to understand it un-
questioningly, but also to believe in it. Cyrus in later life changed
his name to Koresh, which is the tr&nslitcrutiou of ulﬁ:):], the llcbrew

‘traqsliteration of~tﬁe Persian translation of Cyrus, as mentioned in
the book of Isaiah.

Dr. Teed soon left Utica, and during the next ten years lived in

various places in New York and Pennsylvaﬁia,zo In 1873, he visited the.

Harmonist community at Economy, Pennsylvania,zl where he saw ab first

hand the operaiion of communal life,

3. Moravia, Syracuse and New York City

Moravia, New York, had become the home of the parents of Cyrus,

P
s s

about 1878.22 ' About 1880, Cy:ugharrchd home with his now invalid

wife and his son Douglas. It was here in Moravia that Teed's first
. lecd 5 LItst

-

£

community was founded in 1880. Little is known aboul this community

and its members. It was, probably small in numbers and may have in-
cluded two later followers, his sister, Mrs. Emma Norton, and a friend

from Binghamton, Dr. Andrcus.

ZOBinghamton, New York, The Press, May 25, 1929 and City of Bing-
( hamton Directory, 1877 (Binghamton, N.Y.; 1877).
lLetter from Miss Hedwig Michel, President of the Koreshan Unity,
May 27, 15068.
Z2Moravia Valley Register, January 28, 1878, in a lelter from T..
Juther, local historion in Moravia, Mew York, Decewmber 20, 1967 and
Census 1880, Cavupa County, North Povtion of the Town of Movavia, p. 8l.
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It scems that in Moravia, Cyrus was thouph of as a crank.23  But
crank or not, the New York Times on ils front page, onc day in 1884,

said:
When he was in Moravia it was supposcd that he was at the
head of an establishwent after the order of the Oneida Com-
munity. UHe lived in o house just outside of the village, Lt

was said that he had eloped with trs. Flila Wolsely, whose
husband keeps a livery stable in Moravia. 2%

Whgther the elopement occurred or not is uncertain, but what is certain
is that the community had started. In latcer years rumors of his sexual
misdeeds became lawsuits against him. Though Cyrus, despite rumor

and charges gained converts, his family did not wholehcartedly join

his communal group.25

About this.same time, Dr. Teed wus rcported as being the cditor

and publisher of a daily newspaper called the Herald of the Messengern

of the New Covenant of the New Jerusalem, supposedly published at both
Moravia and Sandy Creek in Upper Hew York State.20 One issuc of this

paper had an article entitled "Message, Preparatory to the Real Mes-
. bl .

» n

ST e P .
sage of Elijah, the Lord's’ Annointed."27  There do not appear to be

( 23The Syracuse Standard, August 10, 1884, p. &, col. 4.

24New York Times, Aupust 10, 1884, p. 1, col.- 5.

25Lcslic L. Luther of Moravia, wrote in his letter of December 28,
1967, the following. remembrance of the Teed family and Cyrus' brother
Wilson. ‘''"There evidently was a strain of unbalance in the family. Our
electric liphting plant, two miles from the village on a stream in a
gorpge was started in 1891, and Wilson Teed was its fivst operator. One
night the village lights kept getting brighter and brighter, and there
was no answver to the primitive telephone in the plant, Teed was found
on a hill above the plant waving his arms and talking with the spirits
on the wires! (I ran this plant, 1904-1908)." ‘

( 20Kcyw York Times, August 10, 1884, p. 1, col. 5.
27The Syracusc Standard, Aupust 10, 1884, p. 4, col. 4, T have

taken the liberty to change the First word to "Message' From "Massage"

as it scems to have beon a typopvaphical cvrror, and olher contamporary
reprints usce "Message't.

-t



any‘known copies offthis paper in cxistcncg. Claude J. Rahn, a former
Vicé—Presidcnt of The Koreshan Unity, is silent on the above ncwspaper,
but states that, "Koresh published the 'lerald' in 1879, followed by

"The llerald of the NMew Covenant'! in 1880." Mone of these publications

are available, but a few avticles from these were reprinted in the

'Tlaming Sword' of October 18, 1901.28

;1, The influence of his publications is uncertain., In Moravia little
is remembered or recorded of his acéivities. When he died a Moravia

i newspaper noted: 'Here Teed gathered around him several followers,

principally if not all, women, and lcaving lhis family took thewm to

Syracuse where he hung out a doctor's sign.'2”

1§ ‘ After being left by Cyrus, Mgfngggd, who was-in failing health

‘since the mid 1870's, went with her son to live with her sister, Mrs.

7 Wickhqm, in Binghamton, New York. Mrs. Teed died there in 1885.,30
| Cyrus Téedfs‘son; unglas.Arthur Teed, was for many yecars a leading
artist in Binghamton. He aQRarqntly had little to do with his Eather;
but was more Egnﬁérgéd with giéf;rt; While in his twenties he spent
five years painting in Lurope and later:

..o His portraits of Charles E. Whitwman, former Governor of

this state and of the late Tra Llbertus llubbard won him
national fame...Teed pictures have been displayed at the

28"Some Brief Phases of Koreshan Universology', The American Lapgle
(March 1967), XLV, 23, p. 7. There sccems to be no other confirmation
of Mr. Rahn's report, and it seems likely that the llerald and The
Herald of the New Covenant arve possibly merely later abbreviations fou
the Herald of the Messenger of the New Covenant of the New ‘Jerusalem,
for which there is contemporary evidence.
( 2NMoravia Republicoan-Racister, January 1, 1909, in Leslie L. Luther,

Moravia and Its Past (Indianapolis: The Frederick Luther, Co., 1966),
pp. 199-200.

30petter from Miss Hedwig Michel, President of The Koreshan Unity,
May 27, 1968.
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Royal Academy of Canada, the Cuild Hall exhibition in London,
ngland, the Lty tal Palace at Monich and the Tnternational

‘Exhibition of Fine Airts at Rowme.
Douglas died in May 1929, at his home in Detroit, Michigan.

The germ of the communily temporarily withered when Cyrus moved to

.

Syracusec, where in 1883 he lived with his sister Emmu,32 and later was
e e~ et B

e

joined by his brother Oliver in a combined medical office, the Syracuse
. — ettt - e ettt

Institute of Progressive Medicine.

. wid. Artel, h. 20 Kellogy — T . j‘ M)
wid. <hm~\~- ¥ 11‘ 152 B West | Syracise lasUlate of Prozressiys Madi m., =
mmj"u"n “- g: i} g““““ WITI A AFXCIAL DATARTHAINT OF -1
nm.enli;(l‘“cbn{' }". Gcn:uccr Prodlont Mleasalolds. o
acmum h. 70 8aytour .| Yo are aiviow 'f‘i?ldﬁ‘i?&ﬁlﬂf (ha freauimd of =3
Learnenter, B. 70 Ceuter - - | { walf Dlock, W, Ouondsra bt Syracaan, K. 1. | 8

." --adlson Orricx fUW 10 4.5, “an €]
snloon, 180 5. West, h. do Houxa:lfrom 1t 3 8 710 roa, 0.2 1oy, U.D,
-t

Throughout this time in Syracuse, Cyrus was gaining "'friends",
as well as positively and negatively influencing people. It was a slow
process that culminaﬁed in the summer cf 1884, when people in Syracuse
overtly reacted to Cyrus. 1In the fbllowing newspaper article of 1884,

there can be glcaned Lhc per:s ﬁaqﬁve power of the man and some of his

1 P

carly and b451c phllosophy.
SURE HE IS THE PROPHET CYRUS
A Doctor Obtaining Money on the
Ground That He Is A New Messiah.:

Syracuse, Aug. 9.---Dr. Cyrus R, Teed has an office in West
Ononodaga-Street, in this city, which is considercd one of the
most aristocratic streets in the city. le has been here for
only a fow years, but has gained a lucrative practice among
some of the best people in the city...

Mrs. Charles Cobb, a member of the Plymouth LonglugaLlonal
Church here, has been treated by Dr, Teed for nervous prostration.

31Binghamﬁon, New York, The Press, May 25, 1929,
Ygyracuse City Divectory, 1883 (Syvacuse, M.Y., 1883).
33§x racuse City Divecrory, Taok (byracuse, N.Y., 1884), p. 371.

.




She charges him with obtaining nioney from her and from her mother,
Mrs. Willis, of Camden, N.Y., under the plea that he is "Sccond
Christ'". Dr. Teed claims that he is now the Prophet Cyrus, who,
according to the prophecy in Isaiah, XIV, 12, was to appear on
carth., lle also claims that when he was 30 years of age he re-
ceived divine manifestation, and that when he is 46 he will be
translated to heaven, whence he will return in 50 days to found a
kingdom where all will be love. DBy love he means only mind love
of great purity and clevation. Thos who follow him as the great
exponent of this belicef will live forever in this world,”"

In the above article is secen the first contemporary cvidence of the
et s 1 e i it e ettt

revelation and role of Cyrus. The actual allegation against Teed,
revesat Lol .

by Mrs. Cobb, was that he extorted the total sum of twenty dollars
from her, and that her little boy gave Cyrus five dollars from his

bank.3? Cyrus, in a letter to Mrs. Cobb, offered 'the return of your

free donation....if that is required to satisfy your féclings.”36

Cyrus seemed to have both friends and cnemies:

Dr. Teed is the exponent of what the Rev. J. ¥. Clymer, pastor
of the First M. E. Church, calls "a peculiar religious belief
which is altogether too advanced for the present materialistic
world." The honesty of the doctor is endorsed by Mr. Clymer

~and other reputable citizens...Attcmpts [Dr. Teed] says, were
made, to intimidate him into leaving the city, tar and fcathers
even being threatenced. But PF defies his encmies.

ce o L? R o
It also seems true that he politely defied his "friends'. On the fol-

lowing day Teced wrote to the editor of the Syracuse Journal, concerning

Rev. Clymer. "I believe him to be my personal friend, but no an ex-

positor of my religious principles, as they are cxactly diverse from

any prescentment of Biblical interpretation made at the present day.”38

* - 34§gﬂ York Times, August 10, 1884, p. 1, col. 5.
35The Syracuse Standard, August 10, 1884, p. 4, col. 4.
3671e Ivening Dispatch, (Auburn, NHew York), August 13, 1884, p. 4,

col, 1,
377he Syracuse Standard, August 10, 1884, p. 4, col. 4.

O8rhe Evening Dispatch, (Auburn, Mew York), August 13, 1884, p. &,
col. 1. ' '
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Cyrus stayced o? in Syvacuse for a while, and on Sunday, August
H e

31, 1884, gave a free public lecture on "The Science of Tmmortal Life."39

Soon, for one reason or another, Cyrus left Syracuse for '"better™ fields -
cLb vyracut

IS

beyond.

It has been reported that Cyrﬁs'next lived in "a third-floor New
York flat at 135th Street necar Eighth Avenuce. Koresh established there
the nuclcus of hisg colony--four ladics, of whow one was his sister and
one his cousin. A yecar later he hadbfailed again.”ao It scems that
Cyrus may have been in New York City, until he appcaréd elsewhere in
1886.1’rl From Teedsville to New York City was a long struggle for Dr.
Teed, a struggle that lasted aboul forty-six years; however, his next

move was to be more fruitful.

4, Chicapo--the carly vears: the growvine group

Chicago in 1886 was the scene fovr the Haymarket Riot, "t was the
year for the Mental Scientists convention aud also the year in which

Dr. Teed moved to Chicago. ' Compared Lo the financial depressions of

A,

the mid and late 1870's and th& middle 1890's, this period was a time
of relative prosperity.
The convention of the Mental Scientists was held at the old Chuxch

of the Redeemer in Chicago, from Séptcmber 8th to September 13th, in

397he Syracuse Standard, August 29, 1884, p. 4, col, 1.

40car1 Carmer, Dark Trces to the Wind (lew York: David mcKay Co.,
Inc., 1965), pp. 269-270.

GlThere arc no listings in the New Yovk City Dircctories of the
1880's that would appear to belie or counfirm his vesidence-in that city.
Furthermore, there is no vecord of Dr., Cyrus Teed, for the same years,
in the Physicians and Surgeons Records of the New York County Clerk's
Office, which is a register of "all" plysicians and surgcons who have
practised or do practise in Mew York County.
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1886 and scemed to enjoy a good deal of pOpulurity.az The Saturday

afternoon session was attended by about fifty people who wished to be

curced and by:

a still larger number brought by curiosity Lo sce what the
metaphysical belicvers were Like and what they could do. Tor
over an hour before the wmecling opencd a steady stirean of Ladies
was cnterving the church, f£illing it to its ulwmost capaclly.
Chairs were placed in LhL aisles, and many availed LhCHbClVCa

of the steps leading to the platform to use them as scats

The session was presided over by a Mr. Swarts, who attempted through
metaphysical power and prayer to cuve those who so desired. le failed.

Later an appeal was made for contributions. 'The hint of the contribu-

nulily

tions cleared the church in quick time.
The following afternoon, the last day of the convention, Dr. C. R.
Teed of New York delivered a lecturc of “Thc'Braiﬁ”. This time the room
was only about half-filled, primarily by women. Following.tcn minutes
of éraycr, Dr. Teed to&k_his place at the front of the room between

two buxom matrons.

Taking up a Bible, Dr.} Tcéd held it out in full view of the
audicence. - This book, he’ baxd is sometimes called the word

of God, but nowhere in the book itself is it stated that it

is God's word. In his opinion there was but one God's word,

and that was God himself. As a book, the Bible was the great-
est scicentific work extant....An cxposition of metaphysical
theory followed, in which the lecturer was assisted by a chart,
showing 'the longitudinal division of the brain and its left
hemisphere.' The scientific features of the subject were dwelt
upon technically and the lecturer attempted to illustrate the
battery which generates the brain forces and how it can be applied
in restoring iunvalids to health...Dr. Teed said that it was for
the metaphysician to rid the world not only of suffering, but of
death itself. Religion and scicnce must be married and the re-
sult will be the wedding of hecaven and LathQAS

42Thc Chicago llerald, September 4, 1886, p. 2, col. 2.

437The Chicaro ULLt]l, Septewmber 12, 1886, p. 3, col. 7.

4hThid, s p. 3, col., 7. '
( 45The Chicamo llerald, Septembev 13, 1886, p. 2, col. 4,




The reeeption given Dr. Teed and his views must have been congenial for

he remained in Chicago. 1is views, as cxpressed at the convention, had

<

a3

~not changed significantly from the time he was in Syracusce. lle was

S

still cmphasizing the scientific, and the possibility of eliminating
death, but he had added a new bent, for Chere was now a battery which
J generated the brain forces.
Cyrus lost no time in capitalizing on whatever populaority he had

won. By December 1886, C. R. Teed, M.D,, was proprictor of the Guiding

Star Publishing House and editor of a monthly periodical, The Guiding

I Star, which was "A Magazine Devoted to the Science of Being" with

: 4
"Spiritual Healing an Essential Depart:ment:.”*6

{ ' In October of 1886, Cyrus had charteredg.TEe Worid's College of
( ‘ Life, also headquarterced in Chicago. The College published a leaflet

; of advertisement called "Metaphysics'". It shows that Teed was finally

I

f ; on his way in establishing a stable following of believers. He had

founded the three bhasic d@yigioué of his socicty, the College of Life,

e

the Church Triuﬁphant and the Socicty Arch~Triumphant. While Cyrus

was still not referring to himself as Koresh in print, he was using

such terms as "Koreshan Theology'" and "Koreshan School". 47

Teed continued in his mobility by moving around the Chicago area.
Eventually he and his College of Life appropriately settled down in a

home on College Place.*8  This home was where a utopian community,

46From the front page of Vol. 1, No. 1, in a letter from Miss lledwig
Michel, President of The Koreshan Unity, May 12, 1968,

Horld's College of ILdife, Mctaphvsies (Chicago, hand dated June 11,
1887), 4 pp. TFrom the collection of the Chicapgo Historical Socicty.

ASRcubcn ll. Donnelley, comp. The Lakeside Anunal Divectory of the
City of Chicagn. 183Y (Chicago: The Chicago Directory Co., 1888), p.

1660; 1889 cd., p. 1754.




The Koreshan Unfty, was finally to grow dand blossom. The monthly

JJ Guiding Stav was packed away to oblivion in May 1889 and in its place

in December 1889 rose the monthly Flaming Sword, under Teed's editor-

{} ship. By 1889, Tced was publishing material under the name Cyrus,49

{‘j and by 1891 he was calling hlmaclf Koresh.20

It was during these years that Cyrus met the men and women who

(%ﬂ were to become his most ardent supporters. There was Professor O. F.

| L'Amoreaux from Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois, who wrote pamphlets
Ié : and endless articles among the publications of the Koreshans.” ! Dr.
{5' | ‘A. W. K. Andrews became the‘Vice~fresident of the College of Life,
anong his many other titles and duties. Mr, James II. Bubbett was
secretary of the Cuiding Star Publishing ngse;Sz and later Mrs., LEvelyn
Bubbett was its manager.53 And then there was Ulysses G. Morrow, former

principal of the Corning School of Shorthand in Corning, Iowa, who had

taught. "the Isaac Pitman System as improved or revised by Mr. Andrew J.

{ Graham.”s4 After joining ;hc Koreshans, he collaborated on writings
] N o
: | with Cyrus and became an instrumental figure in conducting the scientific

experiments that "proved" the world's surface was rcally concave. TFinally,

there was Mrs. Anniec G. Ordway, also kuown as Victoria Cratia, who was

”} : to become Teed's co-~leader.

: 49I‘or example see Cyrus, Koreshan Scicnce and its Application to
: Life (Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing louse, 1889), 43 pp.

50For cxample sec Kovesh, Proclamation (Chicago: Cuiding Star
Publishing House, 1891), 4 pp.

5lyheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois, reports no record of Professor
L'Amoreaux having been there.

52Donnul]cy, op. cit., 1889 cd., p. 732,

J'*de., 1891 cd., p. 939 and other years to 1898,

Slysses G, Morrow, Phopouvravhy; or phonctic shorghand. Hhat it is
ad how to learn it (Corning, Llowa: Lublished by the aathonr, 1883), pp.

2"3-




5. San Frauciscoiand the confederation schemo

With growing popularity and optimism, Cyrus R. Teed, the "young
man Koresh' went west. In late 1890, Koresh appearcd before a small

audience in "lower Metropolitan Hall"?? jn Sen Francisco. llo told this

RIBI
ke

group-~'"the ladies represented the bull of his heares -"that he was

the re-incarnated Messiah who was promised to ccme for the final re-

demption of the race.">’

.Koresh stayed in San TFrancisco for a number of months while con-
verting potential followers and then established the Golden Gate As-

sembly of The Koreshan Unity. The Assembly was a community of celibates

58

who lived in a Noe Street housc. It was reported that: '"They live

under one roof and are fed and clothed from one purse, which is the

property of the community.”59 Dr. Teed at this time explained that

his new religion was 'divided into four gencral departments, the cc-

clesiastical or churches, the collegiate system, the society and the

militaryvarm.”6o e X
P
~ /,

3

Cyrus, at thg time he foﬁndcd his San PFrancisco community, scemed
to envision the crecation of a confudevation of celibate societies. Tor
this end he ventured on an castern tour of the country. Apparently he
first went to thc‘Harmony”Socicty at Economy lennsylvania, for a few

days, arriving on October 20, 1891.61 Cyrus spoke with two trustees,

555an Francisco, The Wave, Novemberw 14, 1891, p. 7, col. 1.

5607bid.

S71Ibid. |

58Back leaf of Proclamation and Judenient:, printed as one pamphlet
(Chicngo: Cuiding Star Publishing lNouse, ca. 1892).

59The San Francisco Moruing Call, Februavy 11, 1891, p. 7, col. 2.

GOEDEQ, For a description of the different depavtments see Chapterw

GlPittﬁhn:gb Post, Octobher 22, 16YL, p. 1, col. 8.
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Mr. lenrici, who was over cighty years of ape and reported as going scnile
i
; . - 7 . .
and Mr. Duss, a firm believer in Fccd.O“ The Pittsburgh newspapers

charged Teed with attempting to gain control of the Harmonists' asscts,
but Cyrus scoffed and said this was not at all his object and anyway
his society in San Francisco '"had a surplus of over $IOOO,OOO.“63

At this time John S. Duss was trying to liide Economy's great

. . . . : . Vi .
financial crisis from its bankers and creditors.0% The press claimed

that Dr. Teed was at Economy negobtiating a loan of one hundred and
fifty million dollqrs from Duss and llenrici. According to Duss these
reports were printed long before Teced's visit and so Duss concluded
that '"some ncwspdpplmuﬁ have amazing imaginations, cven more fantastic
than that which they assigned to Dr. Teed. n65 Accordlng to Duss: .

After a time, Dr., Teed did appear on Lhc scene, but his
main object, as I remember, was to cnlist our moral support
in his endeavors.with the Koreshan Unity, and simply for his
own benefit, to find out about ocur communal orzanizacion. le
scemed to be an altogellher sincere and friendly man, with end-
less courage and spirit. We treated him with utmost cordiality.
He was even given a hecaring by the Board of Elders; it was a
pleasant aLfablc “but UOW“CQMMJLL&] meelbing.

v /,

Teed ''was trylng to bring about a confederation of various com=

munistic socicties."®? oOn leaving the Harmonists, he said: "I will visit

the Shakers' society, and I also have a mission to Washington to fulfill
———hp— . v

before going back West.”GB While seemingly little occurred rcgarding

621pid,

63P1trsburph Commexcial Gazette, October 23, 1891, p. 2, col. 1.

643ohn S. Duss, The Javmonists; ﬂ‘pnrsmqgl‘h1nlu1v (Harr Lsburg,
Penn: Pennsylvania Book Service, 1943), p. 286. :
' 5Ibid., p. 300.

661pid., p. 301.

67Ib1d., p. 286.

68Ditr:: ttsburgh Commercial Gazette, Cctober 23, 1891, p. 2, col. 1.
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a confederation wit% thie Harmonists, probubly because they were a dying
community, Teed's visit to the Shakers was in a sense more fruitful as

evidenced by future cvents.

After his castern tour Kovesh recturned to San Francisco. A news=-

paper, The Wave, felt that in going cast, Cyrus had taken the money of
his San Francisco disciples.69 The Wave described Cyrus' trip cast:

The day dawned at length when the Messiah was no more, and it
was then found that he had flown with golden wings of hard cash
and left the faithful flock excecedingly short grass to nibble
on. This displcased many, and there was much disscnsion on Noe
Street. In the course of time it was learncd that Cyrus was
sojourning at Economy with a view of affecting an affiliation
between the societies of Koreshans and Lconomites. 1le designed
to return the other day, and reported his mission a success,
and that he had come to take back with him half a dozen of the
most worthy of his fold. The Iconomites arc reputed to be
worth $40,000,000 and Cyrus Teed cxpects to get control of it

all.70

Being in San Francisco, Dr. Tced was next able to visit the Brotﬁcr—
hood of the MNew Life at Fpunta%n Grove, ncar Santa Rosa, California.
This "celibate" group was led by Thomas Lake Harris. who like Tced,
began his communi?x;in UppcﬁﬁNgﬁlYork State. Teed, after speaking to
Harris, said '"his object had bécn simply to try to combine their
material interests to establish thc’nucleus of a commercial and in-
dustrial sys_t:em.”7l Cyrus then planned to extend this system to all

the celibate societies'iﬁ.;hc United States./?2

69This report may have been caused by an outcery by former Koreshans,
Royal 0. Spear and his wife, that Teed was “an ultva-relipgious exhorvter
...base imposter, a man whose fanaticism is assuwmed for purposes of gain.'
Pittsbunrgh Post, October 22, 1891, p. 1, col. 8. :
70 The Wave (San Francisco), November 14, 1891, p. 7, col. 1.
;;San Francisco Chronicle, February 26, 1892, p. 5, col. 1.
Ibid. ‘
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In February, 1892, a reporter for the Sau Francisco Chronicle
; .

interviewed Cyrus:

... the Koreshan lome on Noc Street is not exactly palatial,

but it is more than comfortable. When the reporter first called
there yesterday the "doctor' was not in. "le has a room and a
welcome at the homes of many Koreshans,'" cxplained a matronly

lady who came to the door. "Sometimes he spends the night with
one friend and somebimes with another. We all have the utmost
freedom," said she, and the pretty young girl who just then came
down the stairs, dressed in a charming neglige, gave silent
testimony to the statement...The Korcsh sat in one of the cosiest
of apartments imaginable while talking to the veporter...he scemed
particularly anxious to impress upon the visiltor the absence of
everything monastic from the establishment. "We are not ascetic,"”
said he., '"We are a family of nearly forty here and we try to
enjoy oursclves. Our interests are common. There is but one
purse, the strings of which are held by a board of trustees. My
‘people would give me all their money if I would let them, but I
only get my living with the vest." The "doctor" smiled as he
spoke and appeared perfectly satisficd with himself.

>

In spite of his apparcent satisfaction at the community's situationm,

Koresh found it necessary to lecave San Francisco within two months of

this interview because of bickering that broke out in the group. lle
. - — ~—

74

and about twenty-five of his 'supportcrs moved to Chicago in 1892,

6. Problems in Chicaco, the-Shakers and the wav out
" s ’/’A
Shortly after arriving in Chicago, Teced bepgan Lo encounter problems
that were to drag on for yecars. In the first in a series of law suits,

on May 14, 1892, legal action against Teed was begun by Sidney C.

Millcr,75 who was at -the time President of the NMational Publishing

Company,76 an independent Chicago firm, Teed fought the charge.77

731bid.
74Chicago Record-llerald, Deccember 25, 1908, p. 3, col. .6,
75M{1Ter vs. Teed, Circiut Court of Cook County, Illinois,
Case G. 103382, _ A
70New York Times, June 10, 1892, p. 6, col, 6; scc also Chicapo
Evening Journal, June 9, 1892, p. 9, col. 5.
77Cyrus R. Teed, "Plea", Millev vs. Tead.
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Miller's DcclaratioquOHEaincd a long list of chavrges against

Cyrus. The charges centered avound Teed's depriving "him of the

of Jeannic L. Miller...'" and poisouning the mind, and alicnating and
destroying the affection of Miller's wifcj8 e accused Teed of
fraudently representing himself as LElijal the Prophet on his sccond
advent on earth, and for claiming miraculous powers including "the
power to give and take life, and [that he] would eventually destroy

the world."79

...Teed and the wife of the said Plaintiff would on the 18th

day of Oct. 1890, be translated and arise and that the wife

of the said Plaintiff would be made Coddess--Mancrvia...
Miller stated that his wifc was persuaded by Teed to believe 'that a
woman's body was her own,'" that marriage, '"sex and ;Exual love" éhould
be abandoned, that she should "leave her husband and join the Koreshan
Community' and that she should ~lso turn over all her "earthly possess-
ions" (which Miller valued at $5’9002> to chd.81 Miller contended that
his wife was harboréd byéchd auditﬁét Teed persisted "in harboring the

n82

wife of the said Plaintiff, for a vile, unlawfull and wicked purposec,

As redress for all these wrongdoings, Miller asked Teed for damages in

the sum of $lOO,OOO.83 When the case went to court on March 13, 1894,

the suit was dismissed by Judge Hanecey on motion of the defendant, as

d

it

the attorncy for the plaintiff was sick. The case was reinstated and f&

: i)

again dismisscd on Aﬁril 28, 1896.34 .@ﬁ
4

78Sydney C. Miller, "Declaration", Miller vs. Teed, p. 1. ' : ﬁ
791bid., p. 2. E
SOLbiQ., Miller probably means the goddess Minerva. , .
8lybid., p. 3. i
82_1.._131'.(!., v. 4. ' :
83Ibid., p. 5. ]

8MMiller vs. Teed, passim, o
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Three days after Miller began action agalnst Teed, a second Chi-

: [
cago husband toole similar action.SJ The charges of Thomas Cole were

substantially the same (even worded the sawme) as those of Miller, and
it should be of no surprise that both men rctained the same attorney,

Wm., 1. Hill.gﬁ Koresh, again represented by Charles W, Creenficld (in

later years a Koveshan), denied the chavges. In his Declaration, Cole

echoes Miller word-for-word, cxcept that his wife was nob to become the

goddess Minerva. lHowever, he chavged that ou many occasions before and

after June 20, 1890,v”the said Defendant committed the crime of adultery

with Annic the wife of the said Plaintiff."d’ Cole, like Millexr, claimed

$100,000 in damages against Teed.88  The case was dismissed and rein-

stated a number of times.%9 It would appear that the dismissals were

the result of the plaintiff's lawyer's being absent from court.
On February 25, 1897, Teced in answer Lo Cole's charges, signed an

affidavit for Coutinuance.go Teed said he had a material witness Sarah

Crosten Teed, the sister of Anng, M. Cole, who lived with the Coles from

. .
the time they began Liviug topgether until their souriage broke up cight
years later.9%t Basing his statement on the sworn accounts of the two
sisters,92 Teed stated that:

...scarcely a week passed without a quarrel between the Plaintiff
and said Anne M. Cole, most of which quarrels grew out of the
fact that said Anne M. Cole was continually in 111 health, and

85¢Chijcaro Fvening Journal, May 17, 1892, p. 2, col. 1 and also
Chicago lLvening Journal, June 8, 1892, p. 7, col. 2.
86Cole vs. Teed, Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. Case G.

103461,
87Thomas Cole, "Meclaration', Cole vs, Teed, p. 3.

881bhid., p. 5.

Yo . .
89Cale ve, Teed, passim,

g Yt Lood, passim. o 5 -
J0Motice ond Afridavit Lor Conbinuce', Cole wva. Toed,

911hid., p. 1.

9 ?.]P.izfl_' b p . 5 .
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frequently conswltcd Physicians, and chat the Plaintiff was
always accusing said Anne M. Cole, his wile, of sustaining
improper relations witlh her Physicians, aud often threatened

to lill her;...carly Spring off 1890, and on one Sunday Horning...
Plaintiff scveral times declaved that he would leave...and never
return, and packed his goods and personal effects...Anne M,

Cole begged him to remain, and...said to the Plaiutiff, that 1if
he crossed the thresh-hold of their home with those threats on
his lips, he should never return to her...the Plaintiff{ then
and there left her...?3

The sisters shortly afterward moved to another apartment, went to
work, and sold their furniture and belongings to support themsclves.
Anne made repeated applications to join the Koreshans aud was only gd—
mitted after becoming ill at the Koreshan home during a lecture. She
was allowed to stay the night, but "prevailed upon them to allow her
to remain, for the reason that she was homeless, and scemed to have no
one to whom shc'could look for home or shclter.ﬂ94~,TeedAfurther stated

that he could completely defend himself against all the charges of

Thomas Cole.?® On Junc 23, 1897, Judge Burke, on motion of the Plain-

tiff, granted a judgment of non suit, and thus the whole matter was

droppcd.96 . . A i
; s

A week after Cole bcgén action against Teed, on May 25, 1892,
A. A. Exline began an action for $200 (the specific grievance is mnot
recorded) and was awarded $59 and costs. The judgment was appealed

and the appeal was dismissed on May 28, 1894,97

9?}kii., P. 2. Punctuation and spelling are as in the original.
P4Ihid., p. 4. |
951bid., p. 5.

96Cole vs. Teed, passim. Mr. Cole's "affections have been transfer-

red since...to sccond helpmeet'", Torlt Mvers Press, July 1, 1897, p. 1,

col. 6.
9TExline vs, Teed, Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. Case

G. 104606, passim.
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With the beginning of this period of legal crises in May 1892 and
i
while it dragged on through the years, Koresh seecms to have begun look-

ing for a more congenial climate to live in., Just after thesc cases

were instituted against him, in the late spring of 1892, he revisited
the Shakers in the cast. '"Cyrus and three Sistevs visited Mt. Lebanon

(North Family, spring of 1892)”,98 in an cffort to form a union with the

Shakers.?9 His "dual-associate", Mrs. Amnie G. Ordway, became a member

of the North Family of Shakers at Mt. Lebanon, Mew York, on June 26,

1892,100 This marked the time when the lecaders of the Koreshans, Teed

and Mrs., Ordway, were also Shakers,

One of the lcading Shaker elders, Frederick W. Fvans, wrote to
Teed on July 3, 1892, He at first expressed some doubt about Teed's
aims, not in regard to Teced's being called by the Spirit, but rather,
the usc that Teed would make of this calling.101

The wonderful document you have sent for us to sign, clears up

the little doubt and plainly shows you as a Christian and that

it is not your intention to 'sct up a post by God's post' and

to build up yourselfl with the spivitual truths revealed to open

the sccond degree of the sgven that will coustitute the full

testimony of Christ's Secdnd Appearing,lV2
The document that Elder Evans mentioncd concerned Mrs. Anniec G. Ordway's
confirmation as an cldress of both communities and her authorization to
publish "the GCospel of Sexual Holiness."}093 1In his letter Elder Evans

warned Teed of some of the pitfalls that the Shakers had fallen into,

such as over cxpansion of land holdings and poor sclection of members,

98Catharine Allen, mss., inside cover of bound Koreshan pamphlets,
Western Reserve listorical Society, Cleveland, Ohio.
99Frederick W. Evans, Shakers and Koveshans Uniting (MMt. Lebanon,
(Ncw York: 1892), p. 1.

100mhid., p. 3.
101.[1)&.(1_., P. 4.

1027hid., p. 5.

1031hid,, p. 3.
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Becausce of this s%tuntion, Rvgns repovted, the Shaker conmunities be-
came "elcemosynary institutions."10% “Elder kvans wished the Koreshans
better fortune than that of the Shakers:

And we pray that you dear people may clean escape all the evils,

corruptions and abowminatious of the wovrld inherent in your own

natures, the products of fleshly lusts that war against the

soul.105

While Elder Evans's doubts were abated in July, other doubts were
soon to develop among the Shakers. Another clder, Danicl OFford, wrote
to Tced on November 16, 1892, asking crucial questions concerning re-
cent Shaker discoveries and interpretations of basic differences in
belief between themselves and the Koreshans.lo6 There was a concern
with differences in theology, such as thclintcrprctation of marriage,

the nature of their god and whether Teed saw himself as the Messiah. 07

'
Teed answered Offord's letter point by point., On the matter of Messiah,
Teed answered in the affirmative---in terms of his owmn definition. "Our
idea of Messiah is an authoritative teacher, or one who has the right
to teach By the qqthority oL gﬁying the truth... I am anointed... be-
cause the Shaker authority rcéard me as called of God..." 08 Whether
Tced's reply satisfied the Shakers is still unccrtain; Shortly after-
wards, Koresh asked the Shakers for a loan of cight thousand dollars,

which they refused to give him. 'Cyrus became vchcmcnt,“lo9 and contact

between the two groups cecased by the end of the year.

1041hid., pp. 7-8.

105Tbid., p. 8.

L06haniel Offord and Cyrus R. Tued, psecud. Koresh, Letter from
Daniel Offord with renlv by Koresh (Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing
louse, 18G2).
j~O7Ibid., pp. 1-3.

1081l3d., p. 9.

1091len, op. cit,
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The ycar of 1893 appears to have been rvelatively quict for Koresh,
Ap&rt from the usual threats and harangues of sociecty, and a possible
attempt to lynch him,llo little happened until Koresh went to Florida
in the last quarter of the ycar. By ecarly 1894 he had begun the
establishment of his Mew Jerusalem at Lstero, Lee County, Florida.
Slowly he moved his followers from under the noses of the press, Lo
the rclative scclusion cf Estero.

The community in Chicago was nol findiunyg Life as pleasant as
possible. In 1895, two of its members wrote:

... When we opened our work in Chicago nine yecars ago, the press
of Chicago opened a warfare of slandevr which it has pursued almost
uninterrupted till the present time. Ve do not object Lo being
called cranks, visionaries, iwpracticables, ectc.; but it has been
difficult for us to stem the tide of the lying slanders of a
vituperous and monopolistic press like thie great dailies of Chi-
cago. Despite the efforts of the press of Chicago and the country,
abetted by the orthodox clergy, we have made some progress. We
have held our comrrunity together in the grecat Babylon of modern
church and’court.'ll

With such an uncomfortable atmosphere in Chicago the wmembers looked

»

to the south for a haven. - ;Q

7. The latter vyears in Chicaro

Teed spent considerable time during 1894 and 1895 in Estero, giving

impetus to the building of his New Jerusalem. When not at Estero, he

110ytica Hcrald—Diébhtch, December 26, 1908, p. 8, col. 2., and

other newspaper articles.
LlFrank D, Jackson and Mary Everts Danicls, Koroshan Unity. Com-

S munistic and Co-operative Cathering of the People. Burcau of Fquitable

Commerce (Chicago: CGuiding sStar Lublishing House, 1895), p. 7. Jackson
later left and married the notorious criminal of fraud (convicted on
several counts), Dis Debar. Sce Fort Myers Press, January 5, 1899, p. 1,
col. 6. Danicls after moving to Estero left the Koreshans and joined

the Shaker's Florida community, Olive Branch., Sce Russell 1. Anderson,

XAXVIIL, p. 37. '
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{ was often in Chicago, where thg court cases continued to drag on. lere
‘he lived at tthKorcshnn home, "Beth Ophrah" (home of Gideon; sece Judges
6:11), on West 99th street. 12 Phe house was a very large luxury mansion
often referred to as the "Hilliand Mansion", after a former owvmer . 113
The Koreshan publishing housc was the primary means of support for
the community. The followers proselytised in and around Chicago with
their leaflets, magazines, and street corner meetings. As members
joined they brought into the cbmmunity all their asseés, skills,; and
talents, Sometime bétwccn 1890 and 1895, the Koreshans werce reported as
having one hundred and sixty communicanlts in Illinois, fifteen in Cali-
fornia, and fifteen each in Massachusetts. and Oregon.114 ’
Teed returned to San Francisco on August 29, 1896, for about a
month. 115 lle claimed that he had about one hundled followers in San

f/Flancxsco, Cyrus was out to win converts. On September 7th, he lectured

"to an apprecciative audience upon 'The Coming crises'".117 e told them

about the coming order and kingdom in the new time of Christ, when men

SR
G

shall be ifmortal. To prevent exclusion from this new kingdom, he

urged his audience to join onc of the three orders or levels of membher-
ship of The ¥Xoreshan Unity, namely, the celibate order, the marital order,
or the co-operative relation and be active in one of the four gencral de-

partments mentioned:earlier, 18

o

N 2Rcuben 1. Donuelley, comp., The Lakeside Annual Divectory of the
City of Chicago. 1895 (Chicapgo: The Chicapgo Dircctory Cowmpany, ld‘)/r)
p. 1708. .
113Letter from Chiccago listorical Socicty to Mrs., F.HM., McComnmell,
Tawpa, Florida, September L4, L1962,
il‘H K. Ca110ll The Religions Ferees of the United States rev., od.
; ' (New York: The Christian Literature Cuupdn), 1896), p. 118.
' I]SIHQ San Frauncisco Mornineg Call, August 30, 1896, p. 16, col. 5.
1107pid. p. 16, col. 5. ‘
r—C 1171&& Q1n;b.qggiﬁgg.ﬁggpjuq‘ggll, September 8, 1896, p. 16,
118 hid., p. 16, col. 2. ror a duscription of these groupings sce
Chapter 4.




Later in a letter to the Call fucd defended his teachings. In
? . :

‘particular, he said that, '"My demonstration of the cellular cosmogony
is geometrically accurate, and will stand the test of true science when
all the modern and scientific fools ave dead."t19 During a lecture a
few days later he "procecded to prove by scriptural quotations...that

. . . , 2 i
the beliefs of modern scicentists were crroncous.“l“o lle used the theory

of cellular cosmogony to illustrate his point. This theory of the shape

and construction of the world was the reason for a lengthy interview
by the lel,_which occurred shortly before Teed left San Francisco for
the last time.l2l

In 1897 Koresh was once more in the midst of legal action, with a
number of charges being brought against him in.Chicago and Estero. 22
In Chicago, in December 1897, Vienna A, Paggons sued Teed along with

) his fellow Koreshans, Aunie G. Ordway, Virginia K. Andrews, Bertha

Boomer, Mary Maycomber, Henry G. Silverfriend, Eveline Bubbett, and

James H. Bubbett for thirty-five hundred dollars.t23 Mrs, Parsons, in

) q‘t‘ /\‘
the form of a promissory nete, had lent this money to Teed on July 13th
and November 21st, 1895, at DEstero, apparently for the use of the
!

y : Koreshan Unity. It was on Tced's shoulders that the suit actually

] rested. 124 Tced answered the cliavge by pleading that he

] 119The San Francisco Morning Call, Scptewmber 13, 1896, p. 21, .col. . 4.
WJ : 120The San Francisco Hdorning Call, September 14, 1896, p. 12, col. 2.
lz}Thc San Frauncisco MHorning Call, Septewmber 19, 1896, p. 12, col. 1-2.
| 122%3rsous vs. Teed, Cirvecuit Court of Cook County, Lllinois. Case
L G. 179040, Tor cases in Florida sce the next chapter.

’ 123"praccipe", Parsons vs. Teed.

124Parsons vs. Teed, passim,




was unlawyfully imprisnued and detained by the plaintiff (and

others in collusion with hev)o.ountil by the force and duress

of imprisonment, he made the sald notes and delivered the

same Lo the plaintiff...and this he is ready to verify...

Vicnna Parsons denied that Teed h#d signed the note while imprisoned or
under durcss.lzG When judpgment was handed dowm on May 23, 1900, Vienna
Parsons was awarded $2,244.11 and costs.l?7  The Sheriff went oul on
April 23, 1901, to raise the judgment awarded from the assets of the
defendants. (le was only able to find Cyrus R. Teed in Cook County,
and from his resources the money could not be raiscd.lZS) Teced listed
his assets to the Sheriff as follows: "Necessary wearing apparcl, Onc
share of the capital stock of the Daily Englewood Company, a corporation.
Membership in Koreshan Unity.”129 lle also l%stcd: "Cash on hand --
None. Debts due and owing to me -- NoncfhlBo There were no furthcr.
procecedings in this case.

Meanwhile his followers were slowly transferring thcemselves, their
prinéiﬁg~cquipﬁcnt, and posscssions to Florida and "happiness'. Koresh
contiﬁued to writce boogg%jéamphlcts, and articles, which were published
by his Guiding Star Publishing House and printed from 1898 to 1902 by
his Englewood Publishing llouse in Chicngo.lBl Cyrus was President of

both publishing concerns. 132

125Cyrus R. Teed, "Plea", Parsons vs. Teed. Spelling as in original.
Vienna Parsons, '"Replication', Parsons vs. Teed. '
127 paysons vs. Teed, pagsim,
lzs“l‘l:;ucuti.on“, Larnons v, Toad.
l29Cyrus R. Teed, "Debtor's Schedule", Parsons vs. Teed,
OIbid. ‘ ' 4
L3lponnelley, op. cit., 1901 ed., p. 624; 1902 ed., p. 643. Sec also
different addresses, 1893 ed., p. 1764; 1899 ed., p. 585; and 1900 ed.,
P. 604, The IEnglewoed Publishing House was also kuown as The Daily Engle-
wood Company, sce fn. 129,
132Ibid., 1898 od., p. 740; 1903 od,, p. 870.




By 1903,fthc Koreshans had disposced of most of their assets in

Chicago, and Teed had moved f(roum Buth'Ophrnh to a smullcf house in

11902.133 The last Koreshan move was appavently made from Chicago to

Estero, on November 17, 1903.13%

1331p3d., 1903 cd., p. 2086.

41

134C1laude J. Ralm, "Some Bricl Yhases of Koreshan Universology',

The American Eagle (March 1967), XLV, 23, p. 7, col. 3.



CHADPTER TIL
!
ESTERO:  STABILLITY AND CROWTH, 1893-1909

1. The arcival and earlv plaus

& With social pressure mounting against the Koreshans, Koresh had
y to look for more comfortable surrvoundings in which he could continue
building his community, TFlorida appearcd warm and friendly and was
sparsely inhabited in its southern reaches. Apparently, Teed first
went to Florida in October 1893, to explore possible places for his
settlement. One newspaper reported:
Dr. Teed, the founder of Corveshanity passcd through Bactow a
few days ago on his rciturn from aun inspection of Pine Island.
He was very much pleascd, and will purchase the whole island,
including hotel, cottages, ctc. He will, transport a colony of
threc hundred of his faith from Chiicago at once, and maay
others will join them later on.
It scems that Koresh went back to Chicago and returned to Florida

with a few followers around the first of the new year. The Fort

Myers Press hoped he could 'be induced to locate in Lee! County.2

S

Teed's plédns to"secttle at Pine Island scemingly failed and on

Friday, January 5th, he arrived in Fort Myers and remained until

i Monday.

On Sunday at the request of a number of our citizens he deliver-
ed two discourses, afternoon and night, at the Baptist church.
Those who attended were well pleased with the doctor's remarks,
and no one, as far as we have heard, takes any exception to his
religious teachings or beliefs. At any rate he was accorded a
fair and impartial hearing and made many friends in our city.

% 1Fort Hvers Press, October 26, 1893, p. 4, col. 4. Reprinted
from Bartow Couricr-Infoumant.

( ZPort Mvers Press, Januavy &4, 189, p. 4.
42
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We acknowledge a pleasaut call from the doctor and are lmpressed
with the fact that bhe Ls a gentlemen and a scholar, and can, from
his staundpoint, ably present his cawse and battle for the right
as he sces i.t.ﬁ ‘

Whether Koresh gained followers, as well as friends, is uncertain.
lie was in need of a site for his scttlewent and by January 13th,
5

had acquired land from William T. Dodd Four days later, Teed

-
returned to visit the city of Fourt Hyers with the first group of
Koreshans. Tt scems that around this tiwme, an clderly German

homesteader, Gustave Damkoliler, met Koresh and his party and wel-

comed them into his homce in Estcro.7 lle s20n became a member of

“the Koreshans and later formally gave thiewm his 320 acres on

November 19, 1894.8 on this land a great city, the MNew Jerusalem

?

of the Koreshans, was to be built. e
3rort Myers Press, January 11, 1894, p. 4, col. 2,

blee County, Florida, Closed Index to Deeds, L-Z; Grantee from
1887 to Julvy 1, 71922, p. 334,

SAnother accounL of how "feed acqnived Florida land is that he
met Gustay F. Damkohleriit KUHLt Rassa on January 4, 13894,  In the
cnsuing day Lé persuaded Gustav Lo become @ Koreshan and oive his
holding of 320 acres at Estavo to the Roreshans For the site of
their Mew Jerusalem.  Sce Blwin FH. Doakoliler, ), Flao, 1882,
Memiors of a Fivst Sclttler (Fort Myers Beach, ¥

3 a—

FON S a.:  l1sland Press,
1967), . pp. 22-23. The Chicaco Herald (Apvil 8, 1894, p. 30, col. 4)
reported that an celderly German and recent convert, Gustav Damkoehler
sent Teed an offer that Custav wished to cede 340 acres in Lec County
to The Koreshan 'Unity. .Sce also Fort Myers Proess, August 5, 1897,
D. 4, col. 2., Tor anbther different account sece Karl A. Bickel,
The Manarove Coast; The Story of the West Coast of Florida (New York:

\‘ Coward-McCann, Inc., 1942), p. 206Y.

6lnrt_ Myers Press, January 18, 1894, p. 4. Those who came down
with him to Florida may have been "Hrs. A, G, Ouvdway, Mrs. L., M., Doomer
and Mary Mills", see Damlohler, oo, cit., p. 22, More-likely they
were '"Victoria Gracia, Vivginia H. Audrews, Fvelyn Bubbett, James H.
Bubbett, Geo. W. llunt", anon., "tlames - 1893", mss. from the files of
The Keresban Unjty in Matero, ¥Fla.
’Damkohler, nn. cit., p. 22,
8Lee County Florida, Deads, Vol,

8, p. 15,



Cyrus cnvisaged his new city as the center of the world (sce
{

‘Diagram l).9 The city was to be thirty-six square miles and would
have a population of 8,000,000 faithtul Koreshans.

The shape of the city is to be octagonal., In its center is to
rise the most wagnificant tewmple the wvorld has cver scen---the
great fame of the Koreshans...Two principal streets cach 400
feet wide, are to interscct the shole city...The whole city is
to be surrounded by a civcular boulevard, and the length of
the octagon has been taken for the diameter of the circle, the
diagonal of the square of which is ten times that distance---
"which is our way for squaring the circle," says Dr. Teed.
Placed at equal distance, ncar the cirvcumferunces, are to be
twenty-four distribution centers or stoves., That, in short,
is the ground plan of the New Jerusalem as it exists on paper
and in the vivid imagination of Dr. Teed,

The scheme was large and ambitious, but id did not deter the Koreshans
in frontier Estero from trying to make their New Jerusalem in reality.

2. Tarly life in FEstero, the havd vears

The first large group of Koreshans left Chicago for Tlerida on
; 11 L , . .
January 11, 13894. On arriviug they L[ouud life to be different
and certainly not heaven. Times were hard but not for the rcasons

that made times difficultin Chicago. The pcople of Fort Myers

”

were generally fricndly and,hclpful and did not imwediately attack
the Koreshans through the local press. This arca of Florida was
susceptible to revivalism, and as time passed convertg were gained
from the iocal population. However, life in the south was unlike

that of urban Chicago. Virgin land had to be cleared and crops

.planted, while the people fought off mosquitoes. Slowly the

Koreshans woun out over rugged Natuce,

Mo Chicamo llerald, April 8, 1894, p. 20, col. 1-3.

loﬂl_i_\_;imgl_., p. 30, col. 4. ' :

iaude J. Rahn, "Some Brief Phascs of Koveshan Universology',
The Amnrican Fogle (Macch 1967), X1V, 23, p. 7, col. 3.

1ZEQIL Mvoers Press, August 31, 1893, p. 4,

Ll
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In June of 18§94, the Koreshans were ready to begin planting.
frof. 0. F. L'Amorcaux, Capt. CGustav Faber, Messrs, Allon Andrews,
Will Morgan, and Geo. Ordway made their way to Fort Myers and
"gathered a lot of shrubs, trees, soced, cte,, for planting at theirc
place at Hstcro.“lB The citizens of Fort Hyers were most kind and
made the Koreshans liberal gifts of these plantings. The Koreshans
received them as "valuable contributions to [their] future groves and
grounds.”14 By August, the gifts had withered and L'Amorcaux wrote a

letter, to the Fort Myers Press, that was an indirect, sarcastic denun-

ciation of those in Florida who gave him incorrect advice and seceds
to grow pumpkins and squashes.

When W. W. Foose, editor of the Fort Myers Press, visited the
community in September 1894, he was accorded a warm welcome. lle
found the cqmmunity located on fine, dry and scrub land with one
of the finest citrus pfoducing tracts in the county. e was im-

e

pressed by the two-story,,.thizty by sixty or seventy foot dining-hall,
N -~ FAR
e oo £
in which the second floor was used as a dommitory. The dining room

on the lower floor had tables that ran cross-wise, with one table
reserved for ladies and several others for men. Dr., Teed introduced
Foose to the Koreshans; they sang a hymn and ''sat down to a meal of

16

four or five courses, the fare of which was bountiful and sumptuous."

Lport Myers Preoss, June 28, 1894, p. 4.

Wpore Myers Press, July 5, 1894, p. 4.

L5yore Myers Pross, Ausust 23, 1894, p. 4.

16ygrc Myers Press, September 13, 1894, p. 1, col. 2.




Foose reported:

Therce are in this colony about thirty odd in all, mostly
men cvery one a worker, no drones in the hive. Those here now
arce only laying the foundation, theve being large accessions
ready and anxious to come as soon as the colony is rcady to
receive them. They arve making quite an opening in that oaky
woods, and although they are giving much atteuntion to peas,
potatoes and other staples of the country, they are also,
planting ecvery variety of grain, grass, fruit, shrub or Fflower
they can find. I apprchend they will have one of the finest
experiment stations in the state, and if their cnterprise

succeeds, "Koresia', will some day be the gem of the pcninsula.1

Life for the Koreshans was relatively peaceful during this period

of preparation. In November, Koresh delivered another lecture in

Fort Mycrs on the aims and belicfs of the Koreshans. The lecture was

well received and he accomplished '"the feat of receiving the attention

nl8

and interest of his hearers for the space of three hours. He

lectured that the Koreshans obey the commandments to love God and

their neighbors. '"They are peaceful, law-abiding citizens who inter=-

fere with no one, owe no man anything, but love one another. "2

Unfortunately, while the social climate was warm and friendly

. - 4&

to the Korcsﬁans;'ihc weather was soon to becowe cold for all
Floridians. On December 29, 1894, the Dig Treeze struck. The tem-
perature dropped to twenty-four degrees in Fort Myers and all the
truck crops were lost. Lee County was wore fortunate, for the frost

did not last long enough nor did the temperatures drop low enough

47

to affect the citrus trees. The weather turned warm, but on. February 9,

171nhid.
Fort Myers Press, November 29, 1894, p. 10.
1hid. Sec also p. 1, col. 1.



1895, Florida wapg again hit by a frecze.

. 9 ‘
County cscnpcd,“o ineluding the Kores

11 an oproves

Again,

the
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trees Iin Iece

The colonists had

the misfortune of lousing theirv garvdew crops and plants; however,

they had no reason to starve [for the Estero River and Bay were

teceming with fish.

Life began to partake of some of the unpleasant aspects expericnced .

in Chicago. 1In 1896 and afterwards,

the Koreshans were faced with law-

suits filed in Leec County. Cenerally these suits were filed for dam=

ages against The Koreshan Unity.

sued for $2,000. over a boat,

In one casc H.

In another case,

K. lHarvey, in 1897,

Gustave Damkohler

sued the Koreshans for the rcturn of the property he gave them upon

entering the Unity as a member. At this time he valued the threce

hundred and twenty acres, his house and trees at $6,000.

2
3 Through-

out the years other law suits followed and were weatihered by the

Koreshans.

On the coast of the Cu]f of Mexico,

,\

K3

the Koreshang sct out to scxcntificnlly prove that

system was wrong. Their experiment,

4
1897, was avidly followed by the local prcss.zP

20gar1 I, Criomor;ufho Story of Fort Mvers;

just south of Naples, Florida,

the Coperuican

conducted over wmany months of

The experiment was

The History of the

Land of the Ciloosahatchee and Sonthwaest Florida (St.

Fla,: St. Petersburg Printing Coapany,

[to April L, 1908) K shects, p. 39.
Al , y 1

Inc.,

, 1949).
2lgencral Tudex Lo Civil Cases - Detendants - Toee County, Flovida

Petersburg,

134-135.

Harvey vs. Koreshan Unirty, Circuit Court of Lee County, Case

numbor 207, passim,

“Damkohlor ve, Forechan Unity, Cireait

Numbeys 2110, plﬂiﬂi. L settlement he
had to turn all or wmost of it over Lo
fees.

2hpor example see Fort Myoers P'roess

June 24, 1897, p. 5, col. 1; Jduly 22}

the following three avticles aund the foellowing chapter

of the cxperiment,

roece fved
his Tawyer

, April

1497,

a9

o A

D.

Courl

’
-
I

ut
hack

(‘l)/

LO]..

Lee County, Casce

N

sume Land but he
to cuover the lepal

. S, col. 1;
1-2. See also
for a description
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hailed as an cvcntfthat would "make lee County tnmous”,2J and bring
, ' , 26

forth the greatest wonder of the twentieth century', As work pro-

gressed on the experiment and success appearcd jumwminent, the leading

Koreshans expressed anxious desives to mecel other scicntists in an-

other survey as a crucial test of their projected results.,

The editor of the Fort Mvers Press, together with a local doctor,
visited the community in April 1897. Dr. Teed and Mrs. Ordway were
in Chicago at the time, and so, the visitors were entertalned by

. .28 .
Prof. L'Amoreaux and a Mr. Strain. Following their visit they had
this to recport:

Having bLeen at the colony about a year ago, we noted

but very little improvements, more than the completion of the

large three storey building, which is used as a dining hall, a

place of worship, with the female departments in the two upper

stories. They have made little advancement, so far as cleaning
up grounds and planting out fruit trees and truck arc concerned.

They all scemed perfectly happy and are strong belicvers in the

theory of Prof. Morrow's concavity scheme.

The visitors did not note any unpleasant aspects. By local standards

. . A
: . . FA
the Koreshans were faring well at lstero.

The fame of the Koreshan ecxperiwment éo prove the concavity of the
world spread through the newspapers of the country. Curiosity scekers
were attracted. Ncyqupgr reporters from the urban c¢ntérs of the north
began to arrive. Not déba ;o the frontier, let alone the mosquitoes of
Lee Couﬁty, they could not help butlvicw Estero as a dismal place to live.

They wére repclled by the hard work of frontier life and the fish instead

of meat diet of the colonists. They even saw the frontier roads as

fort Myers Press, March 25, 1897, p. 4, col., 3.
200t Myees Pross, April 1, 137, p. 8, col. 2.
2

2

——— - ’ B
2, 1697, p. 1, col. 2.

s Press, April
28wort: Myevs VPress, April 29, 1897, p. 8, col. 2.

s i e 4 v s s




primitive., TLife wps very different from that of the urban, industria--
lized, civilized north.

When a photographer and reporter for the Pittsburgh Daily Nows

visited the Koreshans in May, less than a wonth after the cditor of

the Fort Hyvers Press, they put together an astonishingly different

account. The community was far from a haven of rest, the colonists

experiencing 'hard work, nobpay and little food”.?o A mecal they

attended '"was served without any opologies, ceremonies or blessings...

It was a 'frec-pitch-in' for what there was. The menu would have

n3l

suffered in comparison with that of a cheap boarding housc...
The meal included tomato gravy or sauce, light bread, boiled fish aund

pennyroyal tea. According to this account the colony dwelt "in poverty

n 32

and deprivation",”” and when visited on a Sunday the rcsidents "were

found loitering around (e grounds, with seemingly no object in life

more than to believe the earth is concave...”33 "Teed is what'is .

commonly known as a hustler, and a boomer. Ille was cut out for a land

B . o {

. . . 34, .
agent, but scems to have missed his calling', The representatives

4

of the Pittsburgh Daily News werce appareantly not sufficicntiy impress-

ed with the several thousand acres of land, the products of the recent-
ly burnt sawmill and machine shop on Estero Island, the newly built
wooden buildings, the'ﬁhkté linen oﬁ the dinner tables, the children's
school, - the hats made by the women, the experimental poultry yard,

and the fields of vegetables. They were not impressed sufficiently

( 30rort Mvers Press, August 5, 1897, p. 4, col. 1. Reprinted
"From the Pittsburgh Daily Hews, May 19",
3l1yid., p. 4, col. 4.
327, Thid,
33Ibid., p. &4, col, 5.

3*]b1d p.”S, col. L. They vepovted 44 members in the coldﬁ‘”“
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for their accounty entitled "Misery in Estero', was certainly unfriend-

ly to the Koreshans. Perhaps one of the rcasons for their sour report
was  the four hour, fifteen mile ride to Estero from Tort Myers, through

a primeval forest along a bridle path that was like being in the

-
"secluded jungles of darkest Africa".3?

The attacks on the Koreshans, published in various newspapers

at the time, made them uncasy when they venitured beyond their community.36

When Rev. Eleanore M. Castle of the Unity gave a lecture in Fort Myers
in late January 1899, she was nervous about her audience.

The lady spoke throughout in a defiant tone and manner, as if
she expected her statcments to be challenged, but she was
listened to throughout her long talk with the greatest respect...
But with this outward show of defiance and superior knowledge,
she was evidently feeling her way, not kngihg just how far

- she could go with her audience.3

-

The people of TFort Myers were seemingly not antagonistic toward the
Koreshans at this time.: - The local ncwspaper took the position that
it was an upholder of the constitution and the right of free thought:

-t

Y"and be [a] sbelief ever sd“riéical and peculiar to established ideas

- < 1 >
7

we would not hold this against an onc“.38 If one could characterize

‘ 5.ag Y )

the attitude of the Lee County residents at this time, towards the

Koreshan community, it would be benign neglect.

351bid., p. &4, col. 1-6 and p. 5, col. 1.
Fort Myers Press, January 5, 1899, p. 1, col. 5-6;
Fort Myers Press, YFebruavy 2, 1899, p. 1, col. 4.
381hid,




3. Tater 1ife in Lstero

The first few yecavs of the new ccﬁtury wvere without troublesome
civcumstances for the Koreshans at Estero. Apart from the usual
comings and goings,39 there was little &gcilvmunt until the Unity
was incorporated and more settlers began to arrive from the north.

The Korveshan Unity is a legal corporation holding a charter

under the laws of the State of Mew Jersey, dated September 26,
1903 and is capitalized at $200,000, with authority to issu?
twenty thousand shares, the par value of which is $10 cach.‘o

Incorporation made legal life casier for the Unity, by making it
harder for former members to sue it.
In Florida preparations were procecding to accept the new arrivals.

On October 24, 1903, Teed arrived in Estero with thirty-five new colonists,

eae t

] . L 4 .
claiming he would soon bring a hundred more.*l About forty more arrived

on November 20th, to swell the community's population toc a new high of

42

about two hundred residents. With them they brought their printing

plant with which they planned to continue publishing the IFlaming

: P
Sword.43 On "December 2nd, Drijucd and Mrs. Bubbett returned from

what was probably their last trip to Chicago.aa

The work of the Koreshans was to make the coming yecar noteworthy

for the people of Lee County. In Fort Myers avound the middle of

1 !

'composed of excellent musicians'

January, the Koreshan band gave a

39Sece Fort Mvers Press, June 12, 1902, p. 8, col. 2; October 9,
1902, p. 8, col. 1; November 29, 1903, p. 8, col. 2.

40Cyrus R. Teed, psecud. Koresh and E. B, Webster, The Koreshan
Unity, Co-operative. The solution of industrial prohlems (Estero,
Fla.: _Guiding Star Publishing Housc, 190772} p. 15.

N1

;;Pnrt Myers Press, October 29, 1903, p. 8, col. 1 and 4.
;SEHKE Myers Press, Movember 26, 1903, p. 1, col. 4.
PIhid,

7
bhvort Myors Press, December 1, 1Y03, p. 8, col. 1.
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. ‘ y | ’
free concert accqnpanlcd by a lecturce [iom Koresh.' Work also pro-

gressed, "surcly but slowly on the new publishing house". %0 As pub =~

- lishing got underway, Prof. U. G. Morrow, cditor of the Flaming Sword,
wrote a series of articles for the Fort Mycers Press. These articles

describing the advantages of lifce in the Estero arca were written under

the pseudonym of Veritas.*? The articles dealt with such topics as

orange groves, Koreshan production of molasses;h8 Koreshan farming of
sugar-cane, cassava, sweelt potatoes, cow peas, peanuts and garden
vegetables;49 AKoreshan plans to build a city;50 bee kccping;51 and

the healthful climéte.52 Also dcscribcd were the following Koreshan
inventions: the oscillating stecam and gasolinc engines by Teced and
Chas. J. Raby respectively, a wireless telegﬁqph relay by Raby, a

rotary explosive motor by Thos. P. Gray, a machine shop centering device
by Johm Irving, a rectilineator and triplex map of the wofld by U. G.
Morrow apqva numbcr of inventions by W. McCready, a loom temple and

shuttle guide, a sanding device for cars and locomotives, a double-

53

{
flange car-wheel, and a burglar-trap.

The community was a hive of activity and while living became more
fruitful for its residents, storm clouds were soon to appear. TFirst,

there was a minor setback caused by nature, and then, the ire of area

45Fort Myers Press, January 14, 1904, p. 8, col. 4.
46Fort Myers Press, January 28, 1904, p. 4, col. 4.
471bid., p. L, col, 1, '

8Fort Myers Press, June 30, ‘1904, p. 6, col. 1.
49%ort Myers Press, August &, 1904, p. 1, col. 4.
50Fort Myers Press, August 11, 1904, p. 1, col., 3-4.
5lrort Myers Press, August 18, 1904, p. 4, col. 3-4.

52y 01t Mvers Press, Septomber 15, 1904, p. 4, col. 2.
S3Fort Myers Uress, Octoberv 27, 1904, p. 5, col. 2-3.




residents was arguscd by Koreshan plgnx. On July 18th, a Koreshan dwell-
ing was struck by ligﬁtning. No sooncer were the vepairs made than on
.July 22nd, a fire broke out in their naphtla launch "Victoria". The

boat was pushed from the dock and was sunk to extinguish the fire. The
damage however was light, and she was expected to make her usual run

a week and a half later,%%

The Koreshans plans for their New Jerusalem included an early in-~
corporaktion of Estero as a city. Iﬁ the summer of 1904 they began prep-
aration for the legal incorporation and arouscd the wrath of some Lee
County neighbors. The Koreshans pointed out many advantages to the
establishment of a city. The cultivation of a public spirit and the
work of a board.of trade could attract indug?ry'and commerce to the
area better than individual citizens., The incorporation of a large

~area could lead to the orderly development of the city, Qnd a constitu-
tion and laws to bar the elements of vice and crime. There would be no
saloons, ''mo bawdy—houseshfno_ﬁobacco shops, no distilleries, no brewer-
. . - {
ies, no gamﬁling'houscs, nov;;khcr forms or dens of vice."?3 Not all of
these advantages appcaled to all the residents of the proposed city,
many of whom were not followers of Teced and had homestcaded their land
long before the Koreshans came to Florida.

Those who opposéd'thé plan met, formed a committec of Fred Schauer,
Jos. llafner, and E. Frantz, and drew up a platform. Their opposition
centered around three points. First, they did not teel they needed the

incorporation as they were strictly engaged in agriculture. Second, they’

Shrort Myers Press, July 28, 1904, p. 4, col. 1.
55Fort Mvers Press, August 11, 1904, p. 1, col, 3~4.
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had worked har% to clear aund cultivate their land and did not think it
was just to put streets three hundred feet wide through their groves.

Third, they felt they would shoulder the burden of taxation as they

owned the grecater part of the improved lands. These scttlers saw the

. . ’ 9
move as basically benefiting the Koveshans .00

Schauer, Hefner, and Frantz continued their charges against the
Koreshans. They did not want to block the incorporation; they just
wanted to be left out. They proprscd to continue their opposition to

the scheme so long as they felt sure that they could have their property

58

these men became more bitter in their attacks

set aside from the incorporation.57 As incorporation day approached
and ccased to do business

with the Koreshans.59

a e

(/ The Koreshans studied the situation and decided that LEstero would

l be incorporated as a town.%0 It was on September 1, léOﬁ, but not
\ before the Koreshans werce wildly attacked and called crauks by the
4 press.61 Whilé the Estego incorporation took place on time, it was
. BTN
only after a compromise inf@ﬁich the lands of the dissenting Lee County

-

. i .
residents were excluded.G“ The town was twelve miles long and twelve

miles wide, but due to its shape was one hundred and ten square miles.

C’ 5671hid., p. 10, col. 4.
57Fort Myers Prass, August 18, 1904, p. 1, col. 3.
58Fort Myers Press, fugust 25, 1904, p. 1, col. 4; and Seplember
1, 1904, p. 4, col. L-2, )
IFort Myers Pross, August 25, 1904, p. 4, col. 1-3; and September
1, 1904, p. 4, col. L-2.
UFort Myers Press, S
6l1pid., p. 6, col. 3
02rort Myers Press, ©
15, 1904, p. 4, col. 3.

eptember 1, 1904, p. 4, col. 3-4,

cptember 8, 1904, p. 1, col. 3; Septecmber
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Eighty~-two square miles were land and the rest covered by water. About

one-cighth of the land, was owned by The Koveshan Unity and comprised

7,500 acres or cleven square miles,63

An clection of officers was held on September lst at the store
of The Koreshan Unity in lstero.

The people of Estero proper are very much pleased with the
character of the ticket clected. The represcentative men of
Estero are to be placed in charge of the new municipality:
Mayor, Charies Addison Graves; Clerk, Henry D. Silverfriend;
Marshal, Chas. tl. llunt; and nine alderman: Jobn 5. Sargent,

W. Ross Wallace, Thomas P. Gray, James M. Bubbett, Moses G.
Weaver, George W. llunt, Rollin W. Gray, Elum C. Miles and
Samucl Armour--they being chosen to serve on and two years as
determined by lot. W. Ross Wallace was clected president of the
board. 0%

With the Koreshan ticket clcctcd,’municipél liﬁc settled down and
local political liveliness was tcmporarily'éﬁbdued.

The Koreshans were alwayes interested in education. - Farly in their
community building, they constructed a children's school. ther, when

the incorporation of Estero was proposed work began on establishing a

. vf‘ P (

university.. v P
The Koreshan Unity is preparing to establish a regularly in-
corporated university ai St. James City, on the San Carlos hotel
property. A branch of this university, a public school or
college, will be established at listero.V
These plans apparently did not materialize. Scemingly in its stead,

the Pioneer University of Koreshan Universology was established about

1904.66 The curriculum concentrated on the useful trades,-such as

63port Myers Press, September 8, 1904, p. 4, col. 1,

64Tbid. | . |

65Fort Myecrs Press, Aupust 25, 1904, p. 4, col. 3.

Othe Piencer University of Keveshan Universology (Estero, Fla.:
The Roreshan University System, ca, LY04, reprinted 1964).
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they established their industries, their band, and their schools.

N

57

construction, pattern making, clectrical, mechanical, and stone con-
struction. There was a music department and an art department. Lecture

courses were offered in Cosmology, Osteopathy, Dentistry, History and

Ethnology and Higher Mathematics. Tn addition there was a Chautauqua

Depavtment,  Students were vequived to tollow a "total abstinence from

. . . 4 . 6

profanity, tobacco, intoxicants, and licentiousness," 7
Through the years in Estero, life had become easier for the

Koreshans. Each October 18th and April 10th, they celebrated the

respective birthdays of their co-lecaders Teed and Ordway. Slowly

With the incorporation of Estero, the future seecmed to look brighter.

5. TPolitical involvement

a e

With the achievement of political power in Estero, the Koreshans

wished to extend their influence. On June 7, 1906, they published

the first issue of The Amevican Facle, a weekly political newspapcr.68

With the byline “Richcsﬂand_Pchrty Cease where the Commonwealth

K - Y
" Ao

Begins'', ﬁhc newspaper began a stiuggle for increased political power

for the Unity.69 Then, as the clection of 1906 approachcd, the Korcshans
were turned out of the Democratic Party by the local county organiza-
tion. As a result.;hchformcd their“owu party, the Progressive Liberty
Party, which was iﬁﬁéaiatcly labelled by the press as the tool of
Koresh.70

The entrace of Koresh into the political sphere caused much bit-

terness between his followers and the residents of Fort Myers and Lee

071bid., p. 3. ,

68500 reprint of part of page o The Awerican Easle (lay 1965),
Vol. 44, No, 1, p. 2.

691hid,

70port Myers Iress, September 27, 1906, p. 4, col. 1-2.



~inflamed the antagonism of the pre

County. Tt alsoyengendered vicious atl

the Koreshnns.7l In Ocltober, wvhat hega

O3 a

phouned Mrs. Sellers of the Flowida

if an individual was there. HMrs. Selle

individual but telephouned Wallace Later

Home,

acks by the local press

noan an Jsolated incident

apainst

furvther

A Kereshan, Ross Wallace, tele-

vy was unable to locate this

whien the individual ariived.

Wallace insultingly accused her of withholding

sult, when Wallace came to Fort ifycrs he was

infomnation. As a re-

physically attacked by

her husband.

including Wallace and Koresh, went to Fort HMyers.

Oon Saturday October 13th about six or cight Korveshans,

About two o'clock,

Marshal Sanchery noticed Wallace aud brought him together with Mr.

Sellers.

closcd.?2 As

The two men agreed to drop the magucr'and the incident was

the political encmy of the Korcshans, the Fort Myers

Press reported:

...it was evident that Dr. Tced was not satisfied.

...He cane into town with a chip on his shoulder

...Thus in this spirit of defiance, walked up Lo the group

just as the.pcace protgéol had been signed...he accosted Hr.
Sellers and openced the old sore by deliuntly statiag, that

no one had insulted his wife, and the coutroversy was on again,
ending with Dr. Teed boldly calling Mr. Sellers a Liar.

That was a fatal remark for Teed...for no sooucr were the
words out of his mouth than Mr. Sellers, who by the way, is a
man of 65 years, struck the Pretender a blow on the cheek., But
did Teed...turn.the other cheek? No, he doubled up his fists
and landed several times on Mr. Scllers in rapid succession...

In a twinkling of an cye 2ll was excitement. ilen sprung
up from every direction. The mayor was onc of the first on the
pround and used his clforts to the combatants, Mavshal
Sanchey then placed both men under arrest.. . Teaod balkaed...The

separvale

1906, p. 4,

190G, 1ist

18
e 2
col.

identity ol

Tlrort Myers Press, September 27, 1906, p. 4, col. 3; October 4,
col. 1; October 11, 1904, p. 4, col. 1-2 and 3-4; October
edo, po 1, col. 1-2 nnd p. 4, col, 1=2 and wnd ed.; p.
2-%. ‘ :
7_ImL col. 4.

1906, 2ud edy, p. 3,

hotel 1u

rirers [‘ e Octuhor 15,
Viede el

the indxv&du&l

souyhl ol the ko,

a Fort Mycrs hotel, inquiring

1

The



marshal tokd him he was under arrest for fighting, and still
full of fight he hurled back the epithet at the wmarshal, "you
lie!" On the impulse of the moment the marshal slapped the
face of Teed, and for a sccond time, all was humiliation in
the camp of the Koreshans./3

‘At this point a strong young man entered the situation and dealth the
marshal a vicious blow in the face. The (ipht started apain but was
SO00On OVCT.

While the political situation is pretty heated just now,
politics did not Iin any manncer entev into the above trouble.

Dr. Tced and two other Foreshans were permitted to go, on
giving bond for ten dollars cach, They failed to appecar in
mayor's court, Mondayz choosing to forfeit their bond, and the

t

incident is secttled.

In the political arena, the Fort Myers Press intensified its at-

tacks on Teed.’d It labelled his party 'The Progressive Lying Party"
and outlined its platform as including: thgt all men should bow dowmn
to Koresh, that the county funds should be held by Koresh with no
questions asked, 'that the man who squecals aud wants a showing for
his monéyﬂshould Be given a chunk of salt fish and turned out into
the ccldi world', .that L'hc;/‘i w;,,,x-.su oppoused bo taxation Lf they could get
the other fellow to pay the taxes and that cevery candidate should lie
so fast and frequently that the truth can not get within one hundred
miles of him.76 The week before the eclection, the Fort Myers news-
paper called Teed'”thé.éreatest charlatan, bombastic and humbug of

the 20th ccntury.”77 All the incitement/8 by the newspaper and

731hid.
Th1bid.
" 75Fort Mvers Iress, October 25, 1906, Ist ed., p. 1, col. 1-3 and
p. 4, col. 1-4 and 2nd ed., p. 1, col. 3-4 and p. 3, col. &4-5,
76Fo1t Myers Prass, Cctober 25, 1906, 1st ed., p. 1, col. 3.
77Fn[t Myvors Press 1, 1906, lst wd., p.o 1,.col. 1.
L,

, Noveamber
PLALUL NS S ' )
/8rove Hyors PPress, Hovoember Toeh, Tut edo, po 4, col, 1=3 and

2nd edy, p. 1, col. 2-5 and p. 2, col. 3.



animosity of some Fort Mycrs's residents led to Koresh being hung in
effigy the night of the clection.’? In the final analysis the Koreshan

candidates all lost,80 but Koresh felt cencouraged by their show at the
polls.8l
After the clection, the Progressive Liberty Party faded from the
political scene. The Koreshans showed no‘grcat concern with the election
of 190882 and 1910,83 although in the latter the women joined with others
in the county in an appecal to the voters (male sulfrage) to support
prohibition as an amendment to the state constitution.84 Political life
settled down after 1906 for Dr. Teed, however; in additioq to a pair

%57 of broken spectacles, he was left with an injury that lingered on,

6. The death of the founder and aftermath

With the fight of 1906, Koresh no longer found southern Florida to
be a haven from his encmics. Uis comnmunity which had cxpéricnced
stabiligy‘and growth under his dynamic lecadership, now felt the growing
wrath ofAiés foes, Thc'pygsggre'of the attacks against them was psy-

ﬂ\ chologicallJiwcgfiug down Koﬁbsh and his followers.

The Fort Myers street fight of 1906 cventually took its toll. On

Tuesday December 22, 1908§5Cyrus R. Tecd, Koresh, was decad at the age

of sixty-nine. According to the Korcshan periodical, The Flaming Sword:

79Fort Mvors Press, November 8, 1900, P. 4, col. 1
Oport Myors Press, November 8, L1906, p. 4, col. 2-3; Novewber 15,
1906, p. L, col. 3-5. For registerwd voters sce October 25, 1906, 2nd
ed., g. 2, col, 1. .
lport Myers Press, November 15, 1966, p. 4, col. 1,
82Fort: Myers Press, Movember 19, 1908, p. 8, col. 4 and voters list
1 . October 22, 1908, p. 7, col. 3.
83Fort Myers Press, October 20, 1910, p. 3, col. 3; Octaber 27,
1910, p. 8, col. 1-2,
Iorl Mveus Press, October 27, 1910, p. 8, col. 1-2,
85Fort Mycrs Precs, Decasber 24, 1203, p. 1.
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DR. TEED, thea in [ull possession of his vigor, never passcd
a day free from pain from the time this attack was made by the
mob October 13, 1906...until reliceved Decembeor 22, 1908, from a
period of the most prolonged and agonixing sulfeving possible for
man to cxpericnce. Four physicians, Lwo {rom Fort Myers, onc
from Illinois, and oue from Lstero, gave it as their opinion that
death was due to ncuritis, following the concussion of the mastoid
cells of the brain, Dvom whence the nerve sheaths transmitted
the action ol the fivst three dorsal vercebrae, hence to the
brachial plexus. The Your doctovs concurved in the belicef that
the injury was [ivst sustained by the blows recelved at Fort
Myers. ’

The Koreshan followers waited for Koresh Lo rise again, for his body
to rematerialize through theocrasis.87 on Wednesday two Fort Myer's
physicians, Dr. William Hanson, and Dr, J.E. Brecht arrived and prd—
nounced Koresh dead.88 For three days his followers waited in anxious
anticipation for him to rise again, but the body 6nly decayed. After
four days had passed, the local health officer, Dr. William Hanson,
ordered the body interred immcdiatcly.89 The same day, Mrs. Annie
Ordway, Victoria CGratia, dual-associate of Koresh and now the sole

lecader, returned to the conmunity from Washington.90 On the following

day she telegraplied the fﬁhpﬂ&Trihune, "Dr. Cyrus R. Teed is entombed in
a vault especially prepared for him for that purpose.”91 Koresh was
placed by his followers

«..in a brick reinforced councrete tomb at the end of Estero
Island, There it remained year after year, until the great
hurricane of Octgbex 25, 1921. Waves swept over the island
and when the storm died dowm, the tomb of Koresh was gomne.
Not a trace of the remains was ecver found.92

80w, Ross Wallace, "Causc of Dr. Teed's Tragic Death", The Flaming
Sword, Vel. 23, No. 2, February 15, 1909, pp. 58-59. '
é7For a description of theocrasis, sce the following chapter.

Fort Myers Press, Deccmber 24, 1908, p. 1.

89 arl H. Criswcr, The Story of Yort Myers; The listory of the Land
of the Calocsahatchee md Southwsst Flovida (Sk. Petersburg, Fla.: St.
Petvershwrg Priating Company, fne., L249), p. 190. '

99Forh Mycers Tress, December- 31, 1908, p. 3,

?iucprintcd in Pout Mvers Press, Jonuavy 7, 1909, p. 3.

92¢rismer, cp. cibl., pp. lY0-1Yl.




Though Koresh hqd now left the community, the strong influcnce of his

'parsouality and the idcology he had developed were able to keep the

Koreshans going.
Whether Dr. Cyrus R. Teced, founder, strongest advocate and guiding

star of The Koreshan Unity, was a rogue or a sincere uuscelfish individual
1 _Loiu I_a sincere

is most difficult Lo assess, for he shows traits of both classifications.

Though he presented himself as a man of high principles with the grcat-
est of integrity, rclatively few pc&plc saw him in this light., While
the followers of his dogmatic person and soul believed in him as a
"messiah', the writers and ncwspapers of his time and since have almost _
singularly regarded him as a rogue, fraud and blasphemer of the American
way of life. '

An examination of the evidence available scems to show that many
of the charges against Teed were based on ﬁearsay, misunderstanding,

and conjecture. The multiplicity of the charges, however, add to the

probability that some must hdve had substantiating cvidence. Some of

2 r ’

this advcrgé eviaence can be scen in the breakdown of relations between
Cyrus and the Shakers, and it undoubtedly played some part in causing
people to threaten his life with tar and fecathers in onc city and
lynching in another. That many have labelled Teed .a charlatan should
thus be no surprise,'fdr with a conglomeration of hearsay, conjecture
and kernels of fact, the label becomes justly deserved in the ceyes of
the undiscerning public. Yov those who look closer into the life of
Koresh, there will be found a man who appcars to have considered him-
self progressive, serious, honest, idealist, and realist.

D, Cyrus Ro Teed is o wman who has been descvibed hy wany as o oan

"odd @enius'. lle was able Lo establish a community aund leave it with



cnough motivatign to persist over a period of Lime. Perhaps the com=- .

munity's ability to continue, after his death, is in part duc to the

complete system of thought aund life that he developed and left with

his believers.

wy



CHAPLER IV

KORESHAN UHIVERSOLCGY

S U U U S,

1. Theology

The carly and middle yecars of the nincteenth century saw Upper
New York State often sweplt by the [ives of revivalism. It was an arca
of the country that was sensitive to religious influcnces and "character-

nl Religious com-~

I ized by unusual deviations from doctrinal orthodoxy.
munities emphasizing salvation were often formed as an outgrowth of
revivalism. Tﬁesc groups tended to be piciistic and interpreted the
Bible literally. They often tried to emulate the faith and practice
of Christians of apostolic times in their wait for the second coming
of Christ,?2 |

" Koreshan theology is a recflection of these times. Dr. Teed grew

up in the Utica, New York, arca in the middle yecars of the nineteenth

century.. During this time his family lived with his grandfather who

was a Baptist minister andfqu%er. It is this grandfather's influence

S,

that undoubtedly shows in Dr. Teed's theological formulations. Later

—————

when he began to preach, Dr. Teced was influenced by the scientism of

the times.
Koreshanity is a post-christian scientific rcligion.3 The loly

Bible is declared to be the best written expression of the Divine Mind

lelifton k. Olustead, History ol Religion in the United States
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-lall, Inc,, 1960), p. 325,
21bid., p. 339.
3About 1887-1889 it was called Forashim, Koreshism or Koreshan
1, Science and the followers were called Koreshans., By about 1890-1892
the religion was being referred to as Koreshanity. In the late 1890's
the term Koreshan Universeclogy came into use as an umbrella desceription.

6/
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}4 . and must be scicntificnlly interpreted in the light of the theories of

. . o 4
the second most important worl, Teed's book, The Cellular Cosmogrony. "

‘Koreshanity tecaches that man should revert to the communistic way of

I the carly Christian Church. Celibacy is to be practised by the lecaders
{ of men, with fecundation left to the massces.,  The mind of man contains
1. - - -. .

! heaven and hell, which constitute the spiritual world,

{ ’ God is scen as the supreme source of being and activity. Christ

was the Lord in his human perfection.

i“ God is not a universal spirit; he is the Father-Mother within the

- son. He is the man, and from this Son radiate all the forces of

{ the divine character. Cod is not a trinity, a tri-personality,
but he is a triunity of attributed proceeding from the Son, and

from the Son the regeneration of the Sons of God has its origin.

The visible Lord, the Son of God, is the regenerator, reproducer,

of all the offspring of Diety; he is the Crecator of the Universe.”:

God is biune, being the Father-Mother. le is both male and female in

N

one and is "alternately male and female in outer manifestation."® God

is the origin and destiny of man,
Man as we know him, &icg}aﬁd rots. However, Koresh was the Messiah
- . pa .
and after death was to cxpcficncc what he called theocrasis. This. pro-
cess was the rematerialization of the body after death, because electro-
magnetic combustion resulted in incorruptible dissolution of the body

without decay of the flesh. In fact, all men could become immortal if

they followed the principles of immortal life. First, they must accept

QCyrus R. Teed, pscud. Koresh, and U.G. Morrow, The Cecllular Cosmogony;
or the Farth a Concave Spheve (Lstero, Fla.: Cuilding Star Publishing
House, 1905) :

2Cyrus R. Teced, pscud. Koresh, The Tumortal Manhood; the Laws and
{ Process of its Attainment in the Flesh, 2nd ed., (Estero, Fla.: Guiding
Star Publishing louse, 190%), p. 70. ‘

. \e : 6Danicl OLford and Cyrus R. Towd, psecud. Koresh, Letter from Daniel
’ 0\»\ N ( Qfford with Reply by Foresh (M. Jebanon, NLY,: 1892), p.8.
0w

& . .
i ?s\(‘w\ .




Koresh as the Hgssiah and Messenper of the Covenant, This acceptance
also meant believing in the basic Ffactors of the covenant, which were:
...The conjunction of God and Flohim, (lElijah) with the sensual
man in whom Cod must come...lhe conjuunction of this man's ex-
ternal with God, through the potency of desire to he one with
Cod...The counjunction of God with all wen Chrouph the final sex
unity, which will be the blending ot the two forms, the destruc-
tion of the sex dualistic state, and the substitution of the
unistic state, which will be the ncuter, the virgin man-woman,
the eunuch state.
Second, in order to obtain immortal life, man must also be obedient to
the doctrines that Koresh taught. The most important of these doc-
trines was celibacy and the replacement of the selfish love of
marriage with "the love of God and the love of man supreme over all
the tiecs of sclfishness."8
Another important doctrinc was belief in cellular cosmogony. This
theory, that we live inside a hollow sphere, was grounded in Biblical
justification. Isaiah 40:12, "who has mecasured the waters in the hollow
of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust
ae it
of the carth in a measurc and weighed the mountains in scales and the
hills in a balance?" God would not create a limitless universe for
o man could not comprchend it. Only that which is finite is truc, for
the infinite is beyond the recach of human understanding. Thus, the
universe is finite and. contained within the sphere; the inside is all
there is. Man lives on this inside concave surface, Tecd merges the

scientific, the cellular cosmogony, into his religious dogma. le

reasons that all life is scen as developing in a shell, cgg, or womb.

]Cyrus R. Teed, Re-incarnation or the Resurrvection of the Dead.

(Chicago: The Guiding Stﬁ;-PubLiuthu House? 0 L888Y), p. 34.
Blbigx: p. 35.
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"The earth, therefdre, is the great womb of natural development, hence

we are living in a shell.”"? "To know of the carth's concavity and its

relation to universal form, is to know God; while to believe in the

earth's convexity is to deny him and all hi.: works, All that is op-

posced to Koreshanity is Antichrist.'"10

2. Science; the woxrld view

The concepts of ccllular cosmogony can be traced back to early
times. TFor Plato and~ Aristotlelthé finitce universe is our world and
contains all existent matter. "It is a world beyond whose spherical
boﬁndary there is...ncither place, nor void, nor time, since there are .
no material bodies outside the heavens."'l Years later, Dante viewed
the universe as a closed system. The earth isysufrounded by ten
celestial spheres and its inside is hollow with Hell being "a conical
cavity reaching to the center of the carth."12  In later years, Dr.
Edmond Halley, and 5 Scottish mathematician and physicist, Sir John

» 4

Leslie, along with Leonard ﬂhlé& all believed in a hollow carth with
an internal sun in the center.!3 Ti the United States in the carly
nineteenth century, John Cleves Symmes loudly espouscd the view that

the earth was hollow. 1lle conducted lecture tours, gave NUMETOUS NCWS=

paper interviews, and twice petitioned Congrcss.14 In 1864, Jules

9Cyrus R. Teed, pscud. Koresh, The Ccllular Cosmopgony; or the Farth
a Concave Sphere (Estero, Fla.: The Guiding Star Publishing House, 1922),
p. lOL. ' '

10rced and Morrow, op. cit., p. 9. :

IMilton K. Munitz, ecd., Theories of the Universe; from Babylonian
Myth to Medern Science (Glencue, Ill.: The Free Press, 1957), p. 64.

TITLE Dreyer, “Medieval Comwwlozy', in Manitz, op. cit., p. 136.

13Willy Ley, "For your informction: the hollow cavth", Galaxy,
Mareh 1956, p. 75.

athid., p. 79.
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Verne's The Vovage o the Center of the Marth was published, followed
in 1868 by The Hollow Globe by W. F. I..yons.]'5 It was in 1870, that Dr.

-Teed claimed to discover that the carth was -a hollow sphere, with man

living on the inside surface of the sphere (Diagram 2).
For Koresh, the hollow sphere contatned all. “The sun is an in-

visible clectro~magnetic battery, which revolves in the center of the
universe once in every twenty-four year period. The sun we sec in only

a reflection, which scems to risc auﬁ sct because it is half light and
half dark. The moon is a fcflcction, and the plancts are recflections

of seven mercurial discs floating around the center of the sphere.

The stars are focal points of light reflecting off these mercurial discs.
"Comets arc composed of cruosic 'force', caused by condensation of sub-
stance through the dissipation of the cloric substunce at the opening

of the clectro-magnétic circuits, which closes the conduits of solar

and lunar fenergy'".lﬁ

The sphere has a diamcter OF 8,000 miles and a circumference of

o - -
: r 4

25,000 miles. Oune cannot sce across the sphere, from one side to the

4

other, because the total atmosphere is too dense. The total atmosphere
is composed of three atmospheres: the one we live in is primarily com-
posed of oxygcn and uitrogeq, the one above it is composed of pure
hydrogen, and the thirdigﬁc in the wmiddle is composed of aboron. The
shell is one hundred miles thick and wmade up of seventeen layers. The
inner five layers are geologic strata, the middle five are wmineral

layers, and the outer seven ave metallic layers. '"The seven metallic

15Ibid., p. 80.
L16Tced, Cellulax Cosmogsony, p. 105,
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Diagram 2.

The Cellular Cosmopony.

Adapted frém
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layers or lamigac are the scven noble metals,---gold constituting the
outer-most rind of the shell."Y Outside of the sphere is a simple
void.

In 1896, the first experiments were conducted to prove that the
carth's surfacc is concave rather than convex (Diagram 3). The geodetic

staff of The Koreshan Unity carried out three experiments in the Chicago

arca within a month, The ecxperiments werve at the following locations:

on July 25, 1896, on the 0ld Illinois and Michigan Drainage Canal from

Summit, Illinois, northecast along five miles;18 on August 16, 1896, at

- the World's TFair grounds in Chicago extending along the shore of Lake

Michigan;l9 and on August 23, 1896, at Rody, Indiana, on the shore of
ugust 45, 97 >Hore oL

Lake Michigan.20 The chief instrument used in the experiments was the

rectilincator, invented by one of the enginecers of the staff. This
device consisted of a nuuwber of sections of three rectimgular panels,
cach of which contained double T-squanres set: end to end (Diagram 4).

These experiments were appatently inconclusive.

oI -~
» g

Thclécodetic staff uéxt moved theivr apparatus to Naples, TFlorida,
on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico and on March 18, 1897, began an
experiment that did not end until May 11, 1897. Using the rectilineator,
the Koreshan scientists constructed a perfectly straight air line over

a distance of four and a third miles. At one end the air line was one

l7Cyrus R. Teed, pscud. Koresh, and U.G. Morrow, The Cellular
Cosmogony; or the Earth a Concave Sphuve (Estero, Fla.: Guiding Star
Publishing llouse, 1905), p. 13.

18Tced, Cellular Cosmopony, p. 160,

191hid., p. 166.

201bid,, p. 167. Rody may be a misprint for Roby. "The cxtreme
northwest coruer of Hammoud bordering on Lake Michipgan .is knowm as Roby."
Powell A. Hoore, The Calumet Reyion; Tudiana's Last Fronticr (Undianapolis:
Indiana Uistovical Burcaw, 1959), p. Loy, ’




hundred and twenty-cight inches in altitude above the datum line, and at

)* the other end the air line was zevo inches above or below the datum line.?2k

At one end it was onc hundred and twenty-cipht inches above the surface
of the water, and at the other end it extended into the water. If

the carth was convex, the Koreshans recasoned, the second end would not

be in the water, but rather, would be higher in altitude than the be-
ginning end. The Koreshans now had evidence that the world was a sphere,

thar the curvature of the carth was concave, and that the shell bent

upward at a rate of one hundred and twenty-cight inches every four and
a third miles. The Koreshans now had proof and loudly proclaiwmed their
being scientifically right,22 in a religious~like favour.

3 Secular economy o

The Korcshan Unity was to establish its New Jerusalem at Estero,

Florida. TFrom New Jerusalem, the Koreshans' system of sccular cconomy

[ would emanate to all parts of the world through its fame and their
I tract literature. This sy%pgh of sccular cconomy was an attempl to

create, on a larger scale, the communal life of Lhe early Christians
- of Jerusalem. It was in their New Jerusalem that "the competitive
methods will all be overthrbwn and a thorough substitution of the
united life system instituted."23 The economy based on a theory of W

socialistic, communistic, and co-operative living, was to be managed

21lreed and Morrow, op. cilt., p. 123,

221Me result was wany lLarge ncwspaper articles, some being the
Louisville Couvierv-Jowmmal, May 2, 1897, Chicano Tiwes levald, July 24,
. 1897 and the Pittsbursh Daily News, May 19, 1897.
: , 4 23Frank D, Jackson and !ary Evert Daniels, Koreshan Unity. Com-
] munistic and Co-onerabive Catherine of the Peaple.  Bureou of Eaaitable

Commerce (Chicago:  Guiding Star tablishing lHouse.  1899), p. 11,
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by the Burcau of Equitable Commerce, Man was secen as a wage slave: 'A
{

horde of moncy kings, with their henching middlemen, absonrb and waste the

energics of the wage slave living only to cat and slccp.“zlL They be-

lieved the wage slave would risc up in a final strike against the system,

and an universal declaration of liberty would ensue together with the
reconstruction of socicty.

The Koreshans followed the maxim that, "'The love of money is the
root of all evil''.?2 To money, they attributed the problems of the

world:

.es 1t is also true that the love of moucy is the cause of all the
‘degradation that proceeds frowm the poverty of the masses, conse-
quent upon the tyrannical abuse of that power which labor has
placed in the hands of the plutocratic oppressor...we reiterate
the urgen annunciation of the twenty~five years of our public
work; namely that the axe should be laid at the root of the trec,
and the love of money be destroyed by the destruction of the
necassity for its use. ...With the destruction of the money

power will come the destruction of the wage system. "This is

the root of human degradation.® :

Money was ‘to be eliminated% with the labor check or accountaﬂt method

being substituted. A man“s %ﬁdustry was to be calculated in units of
LT 2

labor and these units were to be ceuntered on the books of the Burcau,

The Burcau was to control 'the universal exchange departments in

regulation of supply and demand,”27 and was to see that cach individual's

needs were met (from a cup of peanuts to a mansion), based on their ac-

cumulation of industrial credits.

Public administrotion of the community would be financed by a

graduated income tax. The more labor credits one accumulated the

2b1pid., p. 3.
25Ibid., p. 5.
261bid., p. 5-6,
271bid., p. 10.
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the percentage off income tax one would pay. Deceiving the tax collector
Qould not be possible, as all labor credits would only exist and would
always be rccorded on the records of the Burcnu.28 Income tax would

be collected by the collector by mercly subtracting the appropriate
number of labor credits from an individual account at the Bureau.

The amount of a man's assets, which he gave to Thc Koreshan Unity
upon becoming a member, was not to give him any more or less credit on
the books of the Burecau than any otﬁer member.  The resources of cach
member were to be used to the fullest advantage of the community. An
individual could join the secular order of The Koreshan Unity without
embracing the religious beliefs of the Koreshans., If such a member
later withdrew from the community, he was to receive the amount of his .
assets upon cntering when he left.29

In the comptrollér of the secular economy, the Burcau of Equitable
Commerce,. both men and ﬁomcn stood together as equals. Races were also

considered equal and the New Jerusalem was 'to become a point for the
‘ -0 e d

o Lo L

. ¥ ”
aggregation of eight or ten millious of people, black and white...."30

4, Social theory:; woman's rights

For the Koreshans, God was biune, being both male and female.
Womanhood originally .before the fall had the same power as man. After
the fall women were subjected to the domination of men, but through

Koreshanity were to be restored to their rightful place in~socicty.31

Koresh, as the new Messiah roclajmed an end to the subjupation of women.
3 ] Jjug d

281bid., p. 11,

297phid.

301hid., p. 6.

3lannice ©. Ordway, pseud. Victoria CGratia, Wowan's Restoration to

Her Rightful Dominion (Chicago: Guiding Stav Publishing House, 1900).




To the womgn of this ninectecath century be it announced, that

you arc divinely authorized to mount upon the wall the ramparts

of the citadel of immortal life, and from these heights, and

from thy lips, and f[rom between thy teccth pronounce the lifting

of thy curse. It was said of old, becausce of thy fall, "Thy

desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee;"

but now, by the authority of the Most lligh Cod, thou arec com-
manded, 0, woman, Lo Lift thy hand to biim and. swear by his Most
August Majesty, and by his throne, that the deseccration of maternity
shall hence-forth cease.32

Koresh saw women as being tied down by maternity due to the sexual
desires of man. He stood strougly against sexual intercourse for
pleasure and that if ‘it should be cngaged in at all it should be for

procreation. Instead, he felt the energics from scxual drives should

be channeled into other areas of life. "The wild, lustful, and dis~

sipating pleasurecs of sexuality have blinded the human mind to the

sanctity of the potencies of proliferationﬁéﬁd the higher uses to

which the hidden energies of being should be devoted.'33

Woman had the right to deny men sensual iudulgence.34 She also
had the right to her own religious conviction.3? In the same way that

' A

American imdependence did uppt resull from appeals Lo the British
Parliament, so the independence of the American woman would not re=-
sult from an appecal to men. DBy denying their husbands sexual pleasures,
women could achieve their cmancipation.36

In the Koreshan system, women were treated as equals to men. 37

Koresh had a "dual-associate'", Victoria Gratia, who was his co-lcader.

32Cyrus R, Teed, pscud, Koresh, Proclamation and Judyment (Chicago:
Guiding Star Publishing lHouse, ca. 1892), p. 2. '

331hid., p. 7.

34Ibid., p. 1L,

35}2&&., p. 12,

30Thid., p. 13.

-37(2}:1.‘u:; R. Teed, pseud. Cyvuas, Hereshan Seicnce and iks Application

to Life (Chicago: Guiding Star lublishing House, 1889), ﬁfnao.
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After his deathyshe was destined to lead the 144,000 Sons of God.38 1f
women were to be treated as equal to men then they must be allowed the
same opportunitiecs, Onc of the early managers of the Cuiding Star
Publishing House was a woman, Evelyn Bubbett. -Other women took part
in running The Koreshan Unity while others worked in various activities,
such as teaching and printing. In Chicago, the Koreshans went out of
their way to attract women to the movement by the cstabliéhment of a
Woman's Mission. |

In The Koreshan Unity, women were given the equality that they
were fighting for in the society around them.3? They were an integral
part of the structure of the Unity and had a strong voice in the de=-
cision-making process as members of the qupgtéry and Signet Chambers.
of the leadership structurc.

5, Structure of The Kereshan Unity

The. structure of The Koreshan Unity can best be understood as being

of two dimensions. One dimepsion involves the levels of membership. The

X S

. s
cr of Koresh which contains the four functional

sccond dimension 1s the Ord

departments, Church Triumphant, College of Life, Society Arch-Triumphant
and White Horse Army. The level of a person's membership determined

onc's status in the .community. A person's work activities were deter-

mined by his ability and interest and hence what department he worked

38read, Tmmortal Manhood, p. 93.

39This may be veason for the often veported high percentage of
female mewmbers in various popular accounts. 7This author suggests that
the sexes were probably nearly cven in number during most of the history,
e.g., for adult male members sce '"lList of Qualified Voters'", Iort HMyers
Press, October 20, 1910, p. 3, cel. 3 uand for adult female members see
"An Appeal to the Voters of Lee County from the Good Women of the County',
Fort, Mvers Press, October 27, 19100, p. 8, col, 1-2. :
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in, e.g., a tcughur would work in the College of lLife.

The Koreshan community was compriscd of three ascending levels of

membership:  the investigative, the marital and the celibate-communal,
The investigative level was the third and most sccular order which in-
cluded the co-operative cconomic relation to the community and the

common marital state.

All persons whose morals are not objectionable mzy unite with
this order, on the basis that industry shall coustitute the

right to an cquitable shave in Lhe production of the industrial
unity of the orgunization. The object of this order is to
provide for all who wish employment, cducation, and the resources
of industry in equitable share, the wealth of the vidual being
proportionate to the mass, --- industry and cconowmy being the
assurance of abundance,’

The secdnd level was the marital ordér, a system of monogamy in
accord with the laws of the state and natibh.) This level, while giving
members a higher status than those members of the investigative court,
still allowed marriagg; But there was a basic limitation, for 'no
member of the order shﬁll violate the true principle of propagative
iaw by pr9§tipqping thczaazipal act. Any other purpose than that of
propagation is a prostitut&on ol the act, and a violation of the true
natural marriage."4l

Thg first, and highest level was the celibate-communal leve., Pro-
fessor U. G. Morroq? g leading Korecshan, wrote concerning this level

what follows: '"The sexes are separate, The purest ideals of life are

constantly inculcated. Celibacy is maintained as a stepping-stone to

40Frank D. Jackson and Mary Evert Danicls, Koreshan Unity., Com-
munistic and Co-operative Gathering of the People. Burcau of Equitable
Conmerce (Chicago: Guiding Star Publishing louse, 1895), p. 17.

“IJackson and Danicls, op. cit., p. 16.
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higher natural §nd mental states. ‘The communistic order is comprised

of celibates.'™ 2 Tn Estero, men and wowen lived in separate buildings

-and there werce apparently no children bhorn to the community members. It

has been basically the members of this group, who have lived first at
the Chicago and then at the Estero community. It is uncevtain whether

therc were ever any members in the other levels of membership.

The church or ccclesiastical system, called the|Church Triumphant,)

is one of the four distinct dcpartménts of the Order of Koresh, It

was to this department that the leaders of Koreshanity have belonged.
"During the history of the Koreshan movement only the Church Triumphant,
the church leaders, represented the celibate order.'"#3 - The dcpartmgnt
had a definite leadership structure. The h}ghdst level was the central
duality, which dutring their lifetime, was composcd of Koresh and

Vicloria Gratia. Scven women werce members of the Planctary Chamber,

B )

four men were members of the Stellar Chamber, and six men and six
P e S

women were members of the, Signet Chamber. The names of the chambers

-~ AR

te )

., e A
were apparently patterned from aspects of the cellular cosmogony.

The college system, known as the[ﬁéllege of LiféZ)was made up of

teachers and students. While in Chicago, The World's College of Life
advertised in a leaflet that, '"the principles of the 'Mctaphysical' or
'"Mental llecaling' Dcﬁéfémént, are given in a course of twelve lectures,
embracing one month, for $50.”44 These lectures were known as a full

course in Psycho-Ineumic Therapcutics,

42yilliam A. Hinds, American Communitics and Co-operative Colonies.
3rd ed., {Chicago: Kerr aund Companv, L1203), p. 474,

43In correspondence from Miss . Michel, President of The Koreshan
Unity, July 26, 19067. '

A4ﬁ£t:£hxﬁigg_(lcaflct) (Chicago: hand dated, June 11, 1887). In
the Chicago Historical Socicty Tibrary.




’ On May 31, 1§93, Koreshuun Usnlversity was registered as a corpora-

tion in the office of the State Secretavy at Chicago, Cook County,

Illinois. Among its objects were Che teaching of the academic and

scientific subjeets and Koreshan theolopy.  The univevsily soon moved

to Lstero wheve it became known as Ploncer University. James Al McCoy

reported the following concerning its curriculum at Estero. ''About
!L» onc-half of the courscs were: Cosmogony, Ostcopathy, Dentistry, History
and Ethnology, and ligher Mathewmatics from the Koreshan standpoint. Two

courses were offercd in Art, and the remainder, approximately onec-third

{ ! of all academic courses, wexre devoted to musxc.“‘s This emphasis on

cducation, and in particular music, resulted in the Koreshans develop-

‘Z : ing a popular symphony orchestra and band.

The third department of the Order of Koresh is thc(éocicty Avch~

{ }" .
- Triumphant,}thc department of sccular uses. This sccular society com=-

[ prised the general membership of The Koreshan Unity, and it was also

the Dbody that a pIOSpcctiqd member had to join first, Few demands
- ) EEAN

o e )

B ~
were placed on members other’ than that cthiey try to follow the moral

norms of the Universology.

We will not tolerate whiskey, beer, tobacco, and upium, nov the
vices which usually accompany these factors in commerce...It
must not be inferred... that we reject applicants on these
grounds. DPeople may bLring their c¢vil habits into the outer
courts of the Koreshan System, for we must receive mankind

as we find it; but it is the determination---through the all-
pervasive potency of & new force in the government of man--
to revolutionize their social lives For the Kingdom of
rightecourness...Any person of morval chavacter may cuter the
sccular society...It does uol roquiie mencey Lo join., All

we demand is the purpese and ability to be wseful. We have

i a membership fee ol two dollavs per year, but this is ex-

: _ pected only from such as arc .ble to pay, and desive so Lo do
for the purpose of Cacilitating vthe propress of the work 10

|

457he American Faglo, XLV (Estero, Fla,.: July 1966), 15, p. 2.

G0Jackson and Danicls, op, cii,, ppo V=15,
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It was not negessary for wmembers of the Society Arch-Triumphant to be=

licve in the scientific-philosophic or Lhcological belicfs of Koreshan

“Universology, but rather only in the cconomic aspects as promulgated

by the Burcau of EFquitable Commerce,
A fourth department may have existed but was, in auy cvent, to
e, ..

be of a temporary nature. It was called the {White Horse Afmy and

a——

served as the military arm of the Koreshan system. Tt was to be dis-

banded after the great battle of Armageddon when the Koreshans would
oaueee

triumph over hell and death, To the Army bLelonged all those "who will

- voluntarily place themsclves under military discipline and authority

for the Propaganda of the Koreshan doctrine.'? The Army was an in-
dication of the 'war-like zeal that the Kogqshhns displayed while
tackling the problems of 1life,

6. Koreshan Universolopy

Dr. Teed was a prolific writer and an imaginative thinker. Through-

out the ycars he developed @ complete system of thought and interpreta-
-t FAY

s
o -

tion of life a;ﬁ the uuivé}sc which he called &orcshnn Universology.
Within this system can be found a composite theology, scientific world-
view, social and cconomic theory and the organizational structure of
The Koréshan Unity. |

The basis of Eﬁéisystcm is a literal interpretation of the Bible.
In the Bible can be found that the world was created in the hollow of
the hand and so Teed interpreted this as meaning we live on the inside
surface of a hollov sphere which led to his theory of cellular cosmogony.

God was scen as (dual) male and female and so men and women were equal.

47Cyrus R. Teed, pseud. Koresh, Iroclamation and Judgment (Chicago:-

Cuiding Staw Publishing House, ca. 1892), p. 8.
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The carly Chris%ians at Jervusalem lived communally and so the Koveshans

"believed that cconomics and Life should be patterned in the same way.

The structure of the Unity reflected the male-female duality of the
God they believed in. Koreshan Universology was an organic and closed

system of Dbelief.




/ . CUAPTER V

AFTERWORD

1. Pstero 1910-1955

In the years after the death of Dr. Teed, there were no original
developments in Koreshan Universology or in tlic community. lence
only a cursory account follows of the intecrvening years from Teed's
death to the present.

Koresh was the creative force of the community. His personality
had given the community continual motivation and drive to succeed but
in his absgnce human nature took its course. With no strong leader
to succeed Koresh, the community faltered for many years. Soon aftef
his death a number of members left.l Amaﬁé thosc leaving werc Mrs. |
Ordway and Dr. Graves, who warried and then went to live in St. Peters-
burg.2 The relative prosperity of the community continued. The
commuﬁity ”addcd an electric lightvplant, a wood~working plant, a
machine shop, Llaundry aé&vbﬁkery to the list of its enterprises. A
part of its beach land was developed and sold.”3 From 1909 through
to the 1930's few new members joined.

The 1930's werc hard yecars. The orchestra did not appear after
1935 and the last of.fhe annual music concerts was held in 1939.
Membership had fallen from about two hundred in 1908 to about forty

in the late 1930's, The war approached but the Koreshans were too

1Some left and formed a spliunter group, The Order of Theocracy,
in Fort Myers, . .

‘Part of the information rorv this scection iIs from a conversation
between the author and Miss Hedwiy Michel, President of The Korveshan
Unity, February 27, 1971, in Esturve.

Sarl A. Bickel, The Manrrove Coant; The Story of the Hest Coast
of Florida (New York: Coward-detiann, Inc., 1942), p. 273,

i
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!
old to fight. "Becausc of the war, however, the Koreshans were to

gain a new member who was to open the fourth chapter in the history
of The Koreshan Unity.

In Germany about 1938, a private school administrator active
in the arts was introduced to Koreshan Universology by Peter Bender,
a mathcmatics teacher in her school. As she was Jewish, life was
becoming difficult for her in Cermany. When she received a visa,
Peter Bender contacted the Koreshauns  in Florida. Ou.May 30, 1940,
Miss Hedwig Michel arrived in TFort Myers to begin life again,

Admission into the Koreshan Unity involved a waiting period of
at lcast six months. With the aid of a Kofcsban friend and the sell-
ing of sandwiches, Miss Michel waited until she was eligible to entef.
She entered the Unity in December 1940. Skilled as a botanist, she
voluntarily filed and_lébelled two hundred trees in two weeks. The
beautiful botanical gardens developed by the carly community
members were qgain to béﬁwgll cared for. 1In April of 1941, she
began work in the Koreshan general stove on the highway., During
the war, co=-operation with merchants in Fort Myers was outstanding.
Through hard work, the store gained a reputation for having everything.
After the war, par;‘of the store was made into a restaurant,

The late 1940's saw disscnsion growing among the clderly members
of the community. When about a dozen members were left, énc group
took legal action against another. DBy wmid~1950 the 1egal action was
over as the litigants were no longer available, old age had taken it
toll., The now unproductive communal laad holdings had risen in value

aud so had the taxes. There was lTictle money bhut the coxzeners came
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to prey upon the land. In 1949, publication of The Amcrican Earle
prey up £ ‘ > 1

ended.  Shortly afterwards,the publishing house and corporation

office burnt down. Many valuable records and possibly the only
copies of Koreshan literature were thought lost. (Later, in 19063,
Miss Michel found a military box trunk which contained copics of
much of this material). Through the ycars some of the many minor
fires of Lee County hit the Koreshan_propcrty; The property had
become run dowm, yct there was hope.

Miss Michel returned to Cermany in 1954 to arrange for war
»repﬁrations and pension. In 1955 she received compensation. A new
chapter was to be written in the history of The Koreshan Unity.

’

2. Influences

Throughout the years the Koreshan Unity has had far reaching
but transitory influence on many pcople. In North America it attracted
followers from many locales: Among them were Denver, Boston, Pitts-

burgh, Alleghany, Pennsylvania (where they published the monthly

Lo et

b N
Salvator and Scientist) and Blackic, Alberta, Canada. During the

experiments of 1897 and again with the founder's death, the national
prcess gave the Koreshans prominence. Sometimes the coverage was com=
plimentary; more. often it was critical and sensational. Near Bristol,
Tennessee, a branch.ééﬁmunity existed during 1907—1909.4 lHlere the
Koreshans owned and ran a furniture factory that produéed basically
wicker furniture, including the Qudway Rockuer. Another branch

may have existed in Washington, D.C., about the same time,

4 - . - '~ .

*Correspondence from Mrs, Frauk W. Defricce, a Sullivan County
historian, Bristol, Tennessee, July 22, 1908, hased on a scarvch of
Deced reocords.
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In Lee Coynty, Flovida, The Koreshans left their mark. The
community from its inception pructischCQuality of the scxes and
advocated cqual vights for women. It wvas instrumental in the incor-
poration of Estero as a town. The group, with its publications and
its Progressive Liberty Party, was & wajor [actor in Tee County
politics in the clection of 1906. The Koreshan Band and Orchestra
gave concerts for many years over southern TFlorida. Concerts were
also staged at Estero, for neighboring cvesidents and tourists.  Among

the accomplishments of the Koreshans can be found the introduction of

several tropical and sub-tropical plants from around the world. The .

Cajuput and Eucalyptus trees from Australia may be an cxample of
Koreshan resourcefulness. The Cajuput, algelfeseeding tree, has since
gone native to the arca, resulting in formst where thcrg was previously
brush. Their work in horticulture brought them many friends including
llenry .Nehrling (1853~i929), a noted Florida naturalist, whom ﬁiss Michel

calls "The Patron Saint.of Elotida GCardens!'t,

P n

e ’

Bcfo%é the Sccond WOfia War a group was formed in Germany. The
group still exists and although it has virtually no connection with the
compunity in Estero. It has a similar scientific view of the world
which is based on Koreshan measurcments. Onc notable difference,
however, is that inwéﬁe center is a hollow heavenly sphere and the
plancts are swmaller hollow spheres revolving around the heavenly
sphere.  They do not belicve in the religious~-cultural tenets of
Koreshanity. This group publishes a monthly Cecrman-language news-
letter at Munich, Germany, called Der Kosmos.

In later years the Koreshans kept to thewmscelves nnd Lought no

battlas.
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They livc{quiccly and at peace with their neighbors and the
world. No member of the Korveshan sccet cver burned an obdurate
fellow-man at the stake for refusing to accept Dr. Teed's
conclusions as to the hollow naturce of our allegedly whirling
sphere. No howling group of gesticulating Koreshans cver
screamed about a bonfire made of books which do not concur

in Dr. Teed's conclusions as te the inherent poison in the
competitive systaem or the advantape of collactive owgorship.
Perhaps tolerance is the key to their modest growth.-

They were an island of culture in the TFlorida frontier.

Activity began again in 1955. With an income from Miss Michel's
war reparations, work began on a small scale to repair the buildings.
Plans progressed concerning the future of their extensive land holdings.
On November 24, 1961, The Koreshan Unity, Inc. through its President,
Miss Hedwig Michel and its Board of Dircctors donated about three
hundred and five acres to the State of Flogida,for the creation
6

of the Xoreshan State Park.

In May 1965, The Amcrican Facle uader the cditorship of Miss

Hedwig Michel, again began publication as a horticultural conser-

vation monthly newspaper with the byline, "For The Wise Usc of

EEA

Natural Rc;5urcé;". In 1§6§; The Koreshan Unity deeded cighty acres
to The Nature Conservancy for a nature preserve. In April 1967, the
Koreshan State Park was opened after the State of Florida had commenced
work on restoration of the historic buildings.

The Koreshan Unfﬁ? has had a relatively long life for a nincteenth

century utopian community. It grew in strength from its beginnings

SBickcl, op. cit., pp. 273-274,
GUcdwig Michel, A Cift to the People (kstero, Fla.: The Koreshan
Unity, 1962), p. 7. '
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in Moravia, New ?ork, until its- founder died in Estero, Florida,

While Dr. Teed lived, there was a crcuéivc developwent of the community
and its beliefs. After his death, with no one to replace him the
commnunity lost its momentum, and faltered. With the growing interest
of govermnent, the comnunity property becuame a recreational, histor-

ical and educational site..
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