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State, Lee buy Boomer
property for $14.5
million

By CHAD GILLIS, cegillis@naplesnews.com
July 28, 2005

The only Koreshan residential structure still in
existence was purchased by Lee County and the
state Wednesday in a land deal that will preserve
a historic home and allow family matriarch Nola
Boomer to remain on the property throughout her
life.

Known as the Boomer property, the land consists
of 100 acres and sits on the southwest corner of
U.S. 41 and Broadway in Estero. The $14.5
million cost was split between the county and the
state's Florida Forever program.

The state eventually will add the Boomer home
and the surrounding 25 acres to the Koreshan
State Historic Site. The remainder of the land is
undeveloped and will act as green space along
the northern banks of the Estero River.

"I'm very glad about the sale," Nola Boomer said
after a presentation in downtown Fort Myers
where she posed with government officials and
land attorneys. "My husband would be thrilled
(that the land and home are being preserved).”

Nola Boomer's husband, George, was the
great-grandson of one of the original Koreshans.
He died in 1999 at 77.

The Koreshans were a utopian religious cult that
flourished on the banks of the river during the
late 1800s and early 1900s. Berthaldine Boomer,
a founding member of the community, was called
Matrona, a quasi-government/religious term that
essentially meant she was a part of the society's
ruling class.

Although the Koreshan faith was based on
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Mimi Straub, president of
the Estero Historical
Society, left, thanks Nola
Boomer, center, at the
Lee County Commission
Chambers in Fort Myers
on Wednesday for sale of
the historic Boomer
Estate, an 104-acre
parcel that is part of the
Koreshan legacy, to the
state and Lee County.
The estate sold for $14.5
million coming from the
state’s Florida Forever
program and half from
the county's
Conservation 20/20
program. The historic
home, called Mirosal by
the Boomer family,
represents the only
residence still in
existence built by the
Koreshan settlers who
are relatives of the
present day Boomers.
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celibacy, Berthaldine and husband Lucius had
four children. A son, also named Lucius, built the
Boomer home in 1917 for Berthaldine, who lived
at the estate until her death in 1935.

house may one day serve
as museum

Property with historic
home on sale for $14.5
million

The younger Lucius also was a successful
businessman and was famous for his tenure as president of the luxurious
Waldorf Astoria in New York. His son, George Boomer, lived in the home
until his death in 1999 at the age of 77. Nola has lived in the house since
George's death.

Now the home is planned to become one of the area's top historic attractions.

Bill Grace is a member of the park support group, Koreshan Unity
Foundation, and said he's long wanted to see the house in public hands.

"Not only does it add park lands, but it also protects a riverfront that
otherwise could have been open to development," Grace said. "The home
was built by Koreshans, and it's a very important acquisition."

Others at Wednesday's presentation said they also were excited about the
purchase and the fact that the historic home won't be leveled for future
development.

"The preservation of this land gives us a big hunk of green along the river,"
said Estero Historical Society founder Mimi Straub. "I'm very happy. For the
past 12 years I've been interested in preserving this house, really for the last
30 years."
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