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Abstract 

Th" I("ro,hnn Unitv wne f,,"nd ed in tllp I!lth Century by Cyrus Read Teed, a New Yor k 
ph~:~ idnl1 . '1'11(' Unity ~' n~ hi\ ~cd o n 8 complex ~ynlhe~i~ of p~eudo .~cie n ('e, Rocial economic~. 
n,"1 r"n,lnl","lnl ehri,tinllity, but ber nrooe rooost well known for Teed's espousal of the 
"h"llow enrlh" Ih".,rv, The ,t",lv docurooellts the eorly deve lopment of the movemen t in New 
York, Ihen roll"w. Ih~ ~rowlh "rthe Unity Ihro,,~h tI,'ree distinct stnges in Teed'8 later life: a 
formnlivo p"ri",I, In'R.I.v H' lnl"d to the City lOr Chicago; the cosmological investigation period , 
ovrrlnpping 111(' locnlion of th e 1110\' (, OIl'nl. in Chicngo and later in Florida; and the period o f 
""cinl rof"rmnlilln, denlin~ with the <'"mmunity in E,tero, Florida, and the aftermath of 
Tood's , Ion lh in I !IOR. To,'ct'. " illuminntion ," the Source of hi. inspiration, is examined in 
relAtion to kno ..... n n('( 'ollnl~ A~ well n~ in the context of Teed's basic belief structure 85 it seems 
to hove bt'elt in the rnid-I ... !..Xh cC lllury. 

The emergence of communal life in 20th century America has brought 
increasing attention to €arlier attempts to found utopian communities, 
Although all such groups have individual histories, a few, at least, seem 
to have been founded by leaders increasingly confounded by religious, 
technolog ical, and social developments of the 19th century, The 
emergence of newer forms of Biblical criticism and theological ex­
pression, the rise of the scientific, method of analysis as exemplified in 
Darwinian biology, and the scale of social change emanating from in­
dustrial capitalism, among others, had upset what was, to many, the 
established order of things , Disturbed by the conceptualization of an in­
finite universe , of an organic evolution stretching backward into a vast 
unknown, and of social rearrangement only yet dimly understood, there 
was, to some, comfort to be found in finiteness, boundedness, order and 
less complex arrangements, 
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Emanating from the un' , 
host of individual perspec~~~: :I;~:n~~:n?es of the, late I !Jth century, a 
discomforts: a flat earth or a hollo~ klllg a~ eflurt to reconcile such 
limits; a definate time and place i I ~arth, wl~h the safety of known 
social structure and social life whil~l~ ~Itl creatIOn became n,lanifest; a 
take advantage of the new b t .' one and the !'ame tillie, could 

I ' u remall1 rooted in th I I I I p e Universe which by mental leo ( , n s IOrt, a silu_ 
ordered arrangement and n t~a ~gy w~s one with beauty, !'ymllletry 
this is a frame of ref~re;ce I~r e~~t ~m!~ortant, godliness, Perha!;~ 
Koreshanity and its founder C I' :~"ll1ng an understanding of 
th ' , yrus ~, I eed For it t 

e uniqueness of any single I I' f ' : was no !'o nluch in r ' )e Ie as It was IIJ tI 't ' 
re IglOn, and social economics tI ttl' Ie In egratlUn of 1;cience, 
known, la Ie movement of Teed became 

Cyrus Head Teed 
In 1839 Cyrus R d 'I' I ' 

C ea eel was born n' T ' 
ounty, New York the 1;ecol d ' ~ar rout Creek in lJeleware 

b ' h "I son III a fan 'I f' I Irt the family moved to Ut'. d II Y 0 elg It.1 Soon aner hi~ 
h ' Ica an at cleve I C I ' on t e Ene Canal LII'S! t I, yrus eft 1;choo l for a )',,1) , ~ , )arell 5 were a I 

Teed was urged to stUdy for tl ,~,parent y, devout Illlptists and 
t I Ie nlllllstry bec f I ' ora ory, nstead in 1859 he I tl ause 0 liS powers of 

S ',Iegan Ie study f d" , 
amuel Teed, his uncle in Ut' fJ ,0 me IClne In the office of 

t ' Ica. le married D r M I 
o a son Douglas (who later becam . f e la ,{ow, was fath('r 

Binghamton areat) and )'oined tl eUo , some renown as an arl.i!'t in the 
th C' , ' Ie nlUn Arm d' I ' 

e Ivl! War where he was attached ,y me, Ica servIce during 
Teed continued his medl'cal t d ' to a fIeld hospltal.~ After the War 

d s u les at the N Y k 
gra uated, and in 1868 estallll'sli d I . ew or Eclectic Col/ege 

b r ' • e liS own pr ,t'·, ' 
year elore the remarkable ' ac Ice In Utica just one 
h' I' expeTlence that t ' 

IS Ife, but also that of count! C II Was 0 transform not only 
Teed was a learned lIlan f II efss 0, o~ers to come, ' 
, b u 0 cllrlOslty I t 1 ' " 

SCIence egan to learn more t() tl I')U liS trallllng in medicnl 
1 h Ie OCCll t a I 1 a cerny, According to his OWII I 1)( Ie wa!' preoccllpied wit h 

d . account t I" , 
rewar , because he immodestly I' I ese pursuIts were not without 
h dId c alllle( to I d' . a e u ed the sages of count! ' lave IScovered that which 

ess centuries !)fior to 1 ' liS own work : 
I h~d succeeded in transformin ' 
equIvalent energy and il I' g 1Il,ltter of one kind lo its 
illl . , I ref UClJlg this el tl 

I uence, to matter of an tI k' " lergy, Irollgh poillric 
ston "I I 0 Jer IIId TI" I 'I . e la( been discovered I I ' " Ie p II osopher's 
for the exploiture of so lila' a,I~( u' was the humble inslrllll'l'nt 

gnl u IIIOUS a result,4 
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According to Teed, it was near midnight on an autumn eve in 1869 as 
he sat in hi~ "electro-alchemical" laboratory pondering his successes 
and hoping to perfed further the laws of transmutation when an even 
more singular incident occurred. In Teed's words one can feel the 
creative force of his prose, recognize the scientist at work, and come 
close ' to his very Relf. 

I bent myself to the task of projecting ,into tangibility the 
creative principle, Suddenly, I experienced a relaxation at the 
occiput or back part of the brain, and a peculiar buzzing tension 
at the forehead or sinciput; succeeding this was a sensation as of 
a Faradic battery of the softest tension, about the organs of the 
hrain called the lyra, crura pinealis, and conarium, There 
gradually flpread from the center of my brain to the extremities 
of Illy hody, and, npparently to me, into the auric sphere of my 
heing, miles outside of my body, a vibration so gentle, soft, and 
dulciferolls that I was impressed to lay myself upon the bosom of 
this gently oscillating ocean of magnetic and spiritual ecstasy, I 
realized myself gently yielding to the impulse of reclining upon 
the vibratory sea of this, my newly-found delight, My every 
thought but one had departed from the contemplation of earthly 
and material things, I had but a lingering, vague remembrance 
of natural consciousness and desire,S 

Af'o Teed luxuriated in his plane of astral projection he suddenly saw a 
"light of dazzling brilliancy"6 which slowly materialized into the form of 
a beautiful woman who addressed him: "Fear not, my son, thou 
satisfactory off!'prillg of my profoundest yearnings! I have nurtured thee 
through countless e'inbodiments,"7 A lengthy dialogue followed, but two 
statements of the celestial vision which had visited Teed's laboratory 
stand out as being of special significance': 

I), "OfffllHing of my lIlost potential desire, thou art chosen to redeem 
the race," Hand, 

2), "I have brought thee to this birth to sacrifice thee upon the altar of 
all human hopes, that through thy quickening of me, thy Mother and 
Bride, the Sons of God shall spring into visible creation,"9 

lllere was no doubt that Teed was to be the new Messiah, 
As a result of this illumination Teed began practicing medicine in 

conjunction with preaching, Finding Borne succor from his immediate 
family he soon began to preach to his patients, But Utica was, at that 
time, not the scene for a doctor to begin espousing strange doctrines, for 
it lay in that psychically fertile earth of a broad mystic highway running 
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acros~ New York Sta~e." 10 New Yorkers, already having met with the 
Happltes, Joseph Smith and his Mormons, the Oneida Community of 
John Humphrey Noyes, Anna Lee's Shakers the Society of 'I'r . 
I . f . t d th '. ue nsplra IOms s: an e strange beginnings of American spiritualislJI nt 
the Fox home In Hy?esville, h~ld little tolerance to what, they bcl ieved, ' 
was anot~er expressIOn of deViance. Teed's meclical practice Innguishcc\ i:J 
an~ he dnfted from one ~ew Yo.rk town to another, discovering lhat hi9 f~ 
p~tlents preferred ?~cto~lIJg to IllS style of strange preachings. 11 In J880, U 
dIscouraged and dISillUSIOned, he moved to Moravia where he to()k ;<::i 
th . . over t", 

e o.peratlO~ ~f hIS parent's small mop-making busincss lind f. ~ 
establtshed hiS first group following . Known to many as "Cyrus tl f;' 
Messenger "12 T d I ' If IJ b . Ie ", ' , , ee lIIlIse 'Ie raized his given name inlo tl fo,' " 
pseud "K h" d IC ,,_ 
. onym ores an went by lhis name until his dcath, liJrsnkillg r,. 
It on.lY ~n~e when he author~d a work of visionistic fiction under thc r: 

It IS difficult to reconstruct Jusl cXllctly whlll il wns lhllt 'I'l' I l I ' i':; 
in the early days. Although many writers 14 and 'I'c'ed's latcr (' cl'l( illig It t' J 
]" " () owcr~l ."I L. __ 1" 

c .alm that IllS teachings had been revenled to him thnt !<lrllngc nigh~ 'ill .... 
hiS laboratory, one searches in vain Teed's a.·.·oullt r I ' ., " 'II . . ,t . I . ~ '- '- () li S " 

I ulnmatlOn for any speCifiC doctrine, religious or seculllr othcr 1I 
vague referen t·. , 111 11 
. . ces 0 remcnrnatlOn, nscendancy to the II stral plnll l' 
Immortaltt~, and the annunciation of Teed 's messiahship . Teed, himsl'lr' 
maddeh.m~.~tlOn .of t~e ~~ct that his discovery of the laws of translllutnt iOl: 
an IS IlluminatIOn were separnte events By 188U I b . d . . , IOwevcr, severnl 
a~lc _octrllles crxstallized which would later be refined nnd bettrr 

1 a~tl~.u~ated. Am~ng these were the communalization .QLth.lLsocinl orc/r[ 
a 0 ItlOn of pnvate yroper,br, the sanctity of celibacy, and ( a V;-;I ~ ' ." 
Fareness of the comllll{ of the milenn~~ Teed's communal id~' . 

ave ~ev~loped as .a result of his contacts with the Shnkers, th e 

h
PedrfectlOnJsts at Oneida, and especially the Hllppites or lIarmonists Ilh ,) .. 

a returned from Indiana a d t bl' h d I . 
at E . n es a IS e t lelr new communlll orll"r . , 
follo:~~somy, Pennsylvanla. 16 At one time the Hnrmonists And Ihr ,.' ' 
th . of Teed contemplated some sort of merger, but the dem is!' f,r , 

e s~clety at Economy prevented this from taking place 17 Cell' l " , ' : 
a major tenet of the Shak • . . Hll.\ \\ 11 ' " ' 

f 
. ers, but feed espeCially empha~ized chast il I' n • . 

a means 0 preservlllg sexual energ d t" ' 
mu h t th O ' . y, a oc nne which mny hllve OWf ',f 

c 0 e nelda cololllsts The '11 . I d . . . . ml ellla octnne, of coursl' II'n < A 
common relIgIOUS topic of the nineteenth century . 

These were not, however the d ·t· th ' . • 
distin tl d'ft' .' uc nnes at made I eed's III!)\'!,"" ''' ! 

c y I lerent. He Illtegrnted th . t . 
structure h Id t th b em III 0 a ulllque lIlI in 'I<1I 1 

e oge er y the con cept C I . h I I 
noted th t f 'th h II ur w lIC Ie 11l!l bl'l: ()III C I"" '! , a 0 e 0 ow earth Teed d ' 
Isaiah 40 ' 12" h ., pon enng the signilil'nll ff' .. ( 
hand and ' , k' d' w

ff 
0
1 

has measured the wnters in the holloll' or I, .. 
mar e 0 t Ie heavens with a spun, enclosed the dllst ,,[ life 
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earth in Il measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in 
a balance?," becllme convinced that man lived "in" th!l ~I,uth rather 
thlln "on" it and was impressed by the key scriptural words "hollow" 
and "enclo~ed." It was, apparently, this attack on the Copernican view 
of astronolllY thllt earned Teed the appellation in central New York of 
"thllt crazy doctor."IK 

Teed revealed this ideo, which he termed the "cellular cosmogony," in 
conjunction with his idells on the nature of the social order and referred 
to his belief's IlS Koreshanity or the Koreshan Universology. One can 
only specuillte on the origin~ of the hollow earth concept in Teed's mind, 
but the bllsic idea had illustrious proponents before his time. One was 
the Scottish physicist Sir .John Leslie, known for his works on the 
properties of heat. Even earlier, Or . Edmund Halley, of comet fame, had 
theori7.ed ~uch a possihility as did the Swiss inventor of binary 
logllrithl11!l, /..conhllrd Euler. I!) Such an idea had also been espoused by 
Cott.on Mat hl'l'; hut the most devoted apostle, prior to Teed, was a 
veleran of the War of 1812, Cnptain John Cleves Symmes, who spent a 
fruitless life trying lo convince the world that the interior of the earth 
was hahitable and cou Id he reached through two large entry holes 
locllled Ilt the poles.~f) A copy of Symmes' work appeared in 1868 under 
the nnme of Professor W.F. Lyons, entitled A Hollow Globe, published 
just n year before Teed's illumination. Jules Verne's fictionalized 
version of the hollow earth first Ilppeared in 1864. Doubtless Teed was 
influenced by some of these writings. 

Whatever th'e hackground of his thinking, Teed's later years appear to 
fnll into three distinct periods. although overlapping chronologically; an 
early, or formative period, centered largely around cosmological ideas 
nnd contemporary science; a middle, or investigative, period, during 
which Teed and his adher-ents made prodigious attempts to validate his 
beliefs el1lpirically; and a lnte, or social, period during which he 
synthesized his ideas and translated them into a new form of religious 
movement nnd social order. 

Teed in the Formlltive Period 
Within two year!l the mop-making business at Moravia had failed, 

and Teed with several followers, went to Syracuse for a short time. 
Failing tu receive con verts, they moved to New York City in a third floor 
flnt nenr 135th Street Ilnd Eighth Avenue .21 Here Teed established a 
Koreshnn colony consisting of himself and four ladies, including his 
sister and a cousin . They were about to abandon New York when Teed 
was asked to address the National Association for Mental Health in 
Chicllgo in September, 1886. His oratorical powers must have been at 
their best for he wns elected president of the association and invited to 
present more lectures. Immedintely, Teed and his devoted little band 
moved to suuth Chicllgo. 

\ I 
I 
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The next seventeen years were extremely productive ones for Teed . 
Organization was rapid. A communal, celibate colony wns established in 
a large mansion, called Beth.Ophra, in the suburb of Wnshington 
Heights (now part of Chicngo). In the Englewood District of south 
Chicago, he also established a central office; the Guiding Stnr 
Publishing House; and the College of Life, soon renamed t.he Koreshan 
University. Teed was also able to purchase several small businesses on 
the west side of Chicago through which he hoped to demonstrate the 
fallacies of the capitalistic system. 

The rationale for this system of orgnnization wns beautifully 
articulated in Teed's typical neat and tidy manner in a schemati'c 
diagram in which the universal and earthly systems are woven together 
to form the Koreshan Unity.22 The triangular, tripnrtite orgllni7.Rtional 
systems are obvious. Within the Koreshan Unity were to he three 
hierarchies of fo!lowership: the pre.eminent unity, which included the 
com~~nal,. celiba~e f?llowers; the department of equitable 
administratIOn, which IIlcluded the non·communal and mnrried 
~ollowers; a~d patrons of equntion, which consisted of those helieving or 
Interested In Koreshanity but choosing not to live aC(;ording to 
Koreshan precepts. These three hiearchies were further subdivided into 
three aspects of the social order; the secular system, the educntionnl 
syste~n: an~ the commercial system, ench of which WIIS further 
su?dl.vlded II1to three units based on the hierarchies of followership . 
Within the secular system the Society Arch.Triumphant included the 
communal: celibate followers, the others being the mnritnl order 
(monogamIc), and the investigative court. Within the commercinl system 
the Church Triumphant was to be the J(oreshnn agency which ~"ould 
take ch~rge of the communaliwtion of nil business. The other 
~omme~clal systems were the bureau of equitable commerce lind the 
tndustnal co.,operative union. Within the educationnl svstem the 
Ko:eshan .Untv~rsity was pre.eminent, the others being the (iepartment 
of lI~dustrtal sClen.ce and the depllrtment of industrial ccollflmy.1:1 

With the establtshment of the Guiding Star Puhlishing 1I0use till' 
~~resh~n~ began sending forth a steady stream of liternture prllc~icnll~ 
a consl.st.lIlg of Teed's writings. The first issue of their wee'klv journlli 
~he Gu~dmg Star, was published in 1887, hut the nallle was ci,anged il: 

ovem er, 1889, to The Flamillg Sword (" .. . and he plnced lit. the easl 

(
of the garden of Eden Cheruhims, and a flaming sword whit-h turn~d 
~ery, way, t? ke.ep th.e way of the tree of life," Genesis :1:24) . One list of 

eed s ,publtcat:ons Included 31 titles, and 'It was T d not cOlllplete. 14 
h dee s o;~tory, powers. of persuRsion, and his doctrincs nppnrent.ly 

a appea or south ChIcagoans, and his number of adherents gre~. 

.; 

t 
,~ . 

r 
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Within a few veal's he had 126 members at Beth.Ophra and at other 
locat.ions in E;lglewood .25 Before the turn of the century the Koreshans 
claimed to hnve 10,000 members, of whom 505 were members of the 
Society Arch.Triumphant (celibate, communal). They had a communal 
hI'RIH';l in San Francisco, and organized groups in Baltimore~ Boston, 
l'ittsburgh, \)cnver, Ogden, Tacoma, Portland, Lynn, and Sprlngfield.

26 

In II:HJI Teed gave n talk in Pittsburgh in which he captivated his 
audience with some of the practical applications of the power that would 
he unleashed whcn the governments of the world had fallen under his 
leadership. lie proposed to employ ·a million men to build a six track 
railroad rrOIll the Atlantic to the Pacific coasts, to construct a pneumatic 
tunnel thal would carry persons on non .wheeled vehicles from New 
York to Sail Frandsco in twelve hours, and claimed to have applied for 
a pall'nt ror n device hy which he could sit in his office in Chicago and 
sel t~'pe hy wire for every newspaper in the c()untry.27 Although some 
see in Tcl'(\'s words t.he delusions of grandeur, it is just as easy to see a 
sort or tcl'ililologit-al prophecy akin to that of Jules Verne. 

In IHU:I the Worl(1 Parliament of Heligions was held in Chicago. The 
illlpnct of prcsentnl.ions 011 eastern religions, metaphysical philosophies, 
occult topics, and t.he personnl appearance of teachers from throughout 
lhe world, wns enonnO\ls. Some writers claim that Teed borrowed most 
of his hasic idem; from various doctrines discussed at the Parliament,28 
hut this woul(1 imply that he come to Chicago in 1886 without having 
some well.developed system of his own. His activities in south Chicago 
between 188G and 189:3 seem to belie this, although his interest in 
mediulllship seellls . to have emerged from contact with 

Swedellborginnism at lhe Parlinment. 29 

In 1894 the Koreshan group in Chicago had become, in a small way, a 
success. It was at this time Teed entered the second, or investigative, 

period of his movement. 

Teed the Cosmological Investigator 
Although Koreshanity appeared to be in the ascendancy, Teed was 

not without his critics, and he readily admitted that many did not 

believe. 
In this effort we have been held up to insolent ridicule and 
Illost bitter persecution, consonant with the public sentiment 
is subject ... We have pushed out claims to a knowledge of 
cosmology until the advocates of the spurious "sciences" 
begin to feel their insecurity ... 30 
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It is small wonder that scientists of the day were not responsive to 
Teed's teachings. In addition to his denial of CoperniciUl IIstronomy he 
rewrote Huttonian geology. To Teed the earth's surface wns ('olH'ave 
and contained the entire universe. Outside the earth was nuthing . The 
crust of the earth was composed of 17 layers and wos hut 100 lIlile~ 
thick. The "inner" five layers were geological strata which were 
underlain by five mineral layers. The "outer" seven were layers of the 
noble metals, the outermost one being pure gold. Beyond gold, the most 
noble of the noble metals, there could be nothing. 

Within the earth's surface wos found the centml sun, alwa~'s holf-lit 
and half-dark, thus explaining day ond night, and this was t.he power 
battery of the entire universe. Our sun, however, was only a projedion of 
the central sun and followed the path of the ecliptic. The planets were 
reflections of mercurial "disci" !lollting in spnce between the vario\J~ 
loyers of the crust, and the moon wo!;! a sphere of crystallic energy 
forming an X-ray picture of the earth's surface which was rndialed to us 
on the surface through the moon's own energy mdiatiun . Stnrs w('re 
focal points of light and llIere rellections of the llIercllrinl disci .:11 Energy 
was motter and matter was energy, energy Ilowing inlo lind out of lhe 
central sun , materializing into matter in the crust, and re-energizing lind 
re-radiating back to the central sun. 

It had long been Teed ' s opinion that persons assumed the earth ' ~ 

surface was convex only becouse t.hey did not understand the principl E'S 
of perspective and the laws of optics. Social and scientific pressure SOOIl 

convinced Teed that explanations of the laws of optics were not enough 
to convince a cynical public of the truths of Koreshanity, ond he began a 
diligent search for empirical proof of his beliefs, a search which hnd two 
major dimensions. The first, to find an area suitable for his constructioll 
of a New Jerusalem where he could gather t.he Society Arch -Triumphant 
in a single body under his leadership and vindicate his views through 
living example. The second, to scientifically validate his theory that thf' 
earth's surface was actually concave, t.hus vindicating t.he principl es "r 
Koreshan Universology. The two searches were inextr icably intertwinrd . 

Whether coincidence, revelotion, or messianic destiny, Teed recei vrd 
in 1893 a leller from Gustav Damkohler, a German imllligrant who h" d 
settled along the Estero Bay area of Florida soulh of Fort Myers 0 11 II", 
Gulf Coast. Damkoh ler had accidentally come across sonll' of I li p 
writings of Koresh and this strange German, who had nlso dailll('d I" 

have received celestial vibrations of Rome sort ,n invited Teed to (' (J I II~ 
and investigate the area. Accurdingly, un ,)nnuary I, IH!I-1, Tl'l'd nil" 

three Koreshan women from Chicago reached !Jam koh ler IIlId W"I (' 

greatly impressed by Estero. Teed concluded this section of Floridn W /I ~ 
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"the vitellus of the cosmogenic egg, the vital beginning of the new 
order." 33 Estero was to be the site of the New Jerusalem. The first 
search had ended. .. .... . 

In the meantime, plans were made to conduct experiments on the 
nature of the shape of the earth's surface. Teed's major assistant in this 
work was Professor V.G. Morrow, about whom little is. known except 
that he was an "astronomer and geodesist."3. The first experiments 
were conducted in .July, 1896, along the Illinois and Michigan beaches 
in south Chicago and !toby (now part of Hammond), Indiana . 
Encouraged hy the work, Teed and his group decided to complete the 
experiments along the flat, sandy beaches near Naples, Florida, close to 
the site of the Estero settlement which had attracted a score of 
residents. 

The Koreshan geodetic stnff arrived in Florida on ,January 2, 1897, 
established headqunrters at Naples on the property of Col. W. N. 
lioldeman, owner nnd publisher of The Courier Journal of Louisville, 
Kentuckv and under the direction of Morrow, began their work. Morrow 
had dev'eloped a surveying device known as a "rectilineator" and 
extended an "nir line" (a horizontal line rather than a line following the 
curvature of the earth's surface) for four miles along the Naples beach. 
Ncar Gordon's Pnss they discovered that the surface of the ocean, when 
viewed through a telescope with a hair-line had actually curved upward 
above the "air line" rnther than downward as would be believed by 
most surveyors and engineers. 

The scientific cause for this discrepancy resides in the optical 
illusion refcired to above, namely, that on one side of the 
visual line there are two factors entering into the formation of 
n picture on the relina, as follows: The perpendicular post 
producin~ the effect of retinal impression, is shortened or 
elongated proportionably to the distance of the object in 
perspec tive; and in addition to this thegeolinear 
foreshortening (the line along the earth's surface) induces a 
corresponding effect IIpon the retinal membrane. We confront, 
th en. two kinds of foreshorlening - the one geolinear, the 
other perpendiculur - in all geodetic observations' and an 
optical phenomenon which should be attributed to the 
principle of perspective foreshortening is ignorantly attributed 
to clIrva tion .:II; 

With the work of Morrow, providing satisfaction for Teed's basic 
contentions, the two published the accounts of their experiments in 
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1899.37 'Needless to say, the activities along the beach _at Naples did not 
fail to attract the attention of the contemporary press. :I " 

The work of Koresh and Morrow, The Cellular Cosmogony . .. Or . .. 
The Earth A Concave Sphere, remains the basic text for all Koreshnn 
belief. It is divided into two parts: the first, by Koresh, explaining thc 
principles of Koreshan Unity; and the second, by Morrow, describing all 
the survey experiments. The dedication of the volume well describes 
Teed's philosophy. 

This little work is part of the skirmish line of the Army of 
Revolution; it shall never cease its influence until every 
vestige of the fallacies and evils of a perverted science nnd 
religion shall have been relegated to oblivion . To the first 
fruits of the Resurrection, offspring of the Lord, I supremely 
dedicate it; thence to all men in all grades of progresR in their 
liberation from thraldom to ignorance and the hells of the 
competitive system.39 

But it is an inconspicuous parugraph in the book's introduction thnt 
provides the synthesis between concavity and Teed's view of the Rocinl 
order resulting in the Koreshan Unity or Universology. 

To know the Lord Christ absolutely, is to be in thc 
consciousness of the Deity; and to become like him is to sit upon 
the throne of his glory. This knowledge is so relnted to the 
structured alchemico-organic macrOCOSIJI, that to know of the 
earth's concavity and its relation to universal form, is to know 
God; while to believe in the earth's convexity is to deny him nnd 
all his works. All that is opposed to Koreshanity is Antichrist. ,llI 

The fabric was completely woven. The geography of the enrth hC(,1l1l1 
the religion of Koreshanity, and the religion of Koreshnnil.y hecnlll(, til 
geography of the earth. There could be no separation . "The sen!'t i. 
claimed to have been found, the 'philosopher's stone' is being IIppli!,d 
the circle has been squared, baser metnls have been trnnsllluted illt 
gold, the Bible is now understood, nnd its laws clearly nnIlIY7.('d h,' Iii 
founder of Koreshnnity."41 Teed !lOW moved into his life's fillnl pl'ril" 
structuring the social order lit the New Jerusalcm site nlolill thc )o; , ll'r 
River . 

Teed th~ Social Reformer 
Within a month following the arrival of Teed on the Estero HI\'c 

and after receiving a gift of land from DUlIlkohlcr, 24 cnger l{()rI·, llnl 
journeyed to the site of the New Jerusalem. They built a log sirt'III 'r 
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house themselves as they began their work. Teed envisioned a star 
shaped city with streets 400 feet in width ~ It was to be the greatest city 
"in" the earth . 4~ Teed's own description is undeniably ecstatic. 

. . like a thousand world's fair cities, Estero will manifest one 
gre,lt pallor am a of architectural beauty, one great system of 
orderly nctivity, where every obstruction to the free motion of 
every human orb in its circle of progress will be removed. Here 
is to exist the climax, the crowning glory, of civilization's 
greatest cosmopol itan center and capital. We may stand upon 
t he ~ite of nncient Babylon - in the present wilderness of 
As~,\'ria - And wonder at the ,existence of one of the world's 
greatest cities of the past. We may stand upon the site of the 
Greater Estero -to-be, And think not of the past with its ruins 
and its dend, out of the future when, through the influence of 
scienti fic truth in its appl ication to life and human relations, 
t ht're spring!' into the world a new element of human progress, 
whi('h shnll loudly call to all the world for millions of 
progre~sive mind!' lind heArts to leave the turmoil of the great 
lillie of trouble, and make their homes in the Guiding Star 
City. ,t:1 

For a decade, 1894 to 1903, the Koreshans diligently worked to 
develop their colony sixteen miles south of Fort Myers. When 
construction reached A point to accommodate Teed's followers, he 
liquidated his Chicago holdings and the Society Arch-Triumphant 
moved as A 'body to its new home. 

The work had not been easy. Lacking any experience in such a venture 
the Koreshans literallY hAcked the New Jerusalem out of the palmetto 
wilderness of western Florida. They dredged the Estero River, dug 
drainage ditches, straightened ravines landscaped and constructed 
mure than 35 buildings. By 1906, the Koreshan Uni~Y acquired nearly 
7,000 acres of land and figured their capital assets at nearly a quarter­
million dollars.H 

Unlike many communal societies the Koreshans were a gay lot. 
Although there were never more than about 200 resident Koreshans in 
the colony nt a time, Teed's intellectual bent placed great emphasis on 
Ruch activities as music, art, and dancing, and the colony had a 
re.nowned ban~1 and orchestrA. Teed ruled this theocratic state jointly 
wllh one of IllS most devoted followers from Chicago, Mrs. Annie G. 
~rdway, \~holll he designated as Victoria Gratia, Pre-Eminent. She was, 
1eed claimed, the embodiment of the celestial vision which had 
provi,ded ~Iim with his illumination. The governmental structure was 
CORmlC, With Koresh and Victoria Gratia being the central duality, a 

r 
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Planetary Chamber consisting of six women, a Stellar Chamber of four 
men and a Signet Chamber of six men nnd six womeli. This represented 
a s~thesis, through what was termcd a proccss of "correspondential 
analogy," of the cosmogony and social order as Teed preached it.. A 
friendly Shaker visited Estero about this time and left the followlllg 
account: 

The buildings are mostly set in a park along the right bank of 
the Estero River for about a mile. This park contnins sunken 
gardens filled with flowers, banana trees loaded with fruit, 
paw-paw trees in fruit, palm trees of many varieties, the tall 
and stately eucalyptus, the bamboo waving its benutiful foilage, 
and many flowering trees and shrubs. Mounds are cast up, and 
crowned with large urns or vases for flowering plants. Steps 
lead down into the sunken gardens and to the wat.er's edJ(e nt 
the river. This land, where the park and the buildings nre 
located, was at times overflowed' with water hefore the 
Koreshans came. They expended $:I,UOO or more in dredging 
the river, besides making a deep rAvine to CArry off the surplus 
water into the river. This rnvine is now heA)llified wit.h !'lIrn 
and Guinea grasses, both nAtives of Cuba, and is crossed hy 
several artistic foot-bridges made of bamboo and other woods. 
Almost. every kind of tropical fruit possible to grow in Florida 

I can be found in this delightful garden, flowering vines cover the 
verandas of the houses and the foot-bridges in the park. Stl'PS 
leading down to the boat landing, made of concrete colored 
with red clay, are quite grand, and were made and designed by 
the brethren. In fact, all the work in this magnificent garden is 
the product of home brains and industry. Koresh says he 
intends parking the river 011 both sides dowlI to the bay, A 
distance of five miles. 45 A conservatory, II library, and A new 
Koreshan University were being planned. 

The sudden influx of several hundred Chicagoans who voted ns a 
block was a great disturbance to the politiciAns of Fort Myers and Lee 
County. Soon efforts were mnde to disenfrnnchise the Koreshan group 
and the customary rumors that surround all communal orders -
immorality, drunkenness, occult and biwrre doings - began to 
circulate. In defiance of the Democratic machine Teed inaugurateri his 
own political party, the progressive Liberty Party, and began Jlublishing 
a secular newspaper, The American Engle, which had no small influence 
on nearby Florida voters. It was 1906, an election year, and the county 
politicians were unhappy with Teed since his influence had made the 

.' 

: , 

Landing/Koreshanity 13 

election outcome uncertain. On October 13, as the Koreshans tell the 
story, Teed was attacked and struck down by the t~wn. marshal of Fort 
Myerfl and suffered grievous injuries from which he neyer recovered. A 
painful nervous disorder developed and Cyrus Read Teed of Trout 
Creek, C~T\lS the Messenger, Koresh, the Messiah, and the founder of 
the City of the Guiding Star, died at Estero three days before Christmas 
in 1908. 

The immediate aftermath provided no less. Despite his own 
prediction, made in 1892, that he would suffer martyrdom at the hands 
of a "people who professed the religion of Jesus Christ the God," Teed 
was also a believer in his owri immortality and reembodiment. The 
Koreshans were divided. There were those reconciled to his death, but 
the majority took Teed at his word and mandated that no burial be 
allowed for three days so that the body of Koresh could materialize. 
Christmas came, Christma!l went, but Koresh made no move. Finally the 
counly helllth authoritie!l ordered burial and the Koreshans placed the 
remllin!l of their departed leader in a concrete mausoleum on Estero 
IslAnd, engrllving on the front simply, "Cyrus, Shepherd Stone of 
Israel." ·1'; 

The death of their leader resulted in disunity among the Koreshan 
Unity. One Gustav Faher claimed that on his deathbed, Teed had 
requested lhat he assume leadership. Victoria Gratia claimed supreme 
authority. Other!l rejected both, quietly awaiting the return of their 
prophet. These demllnded lo he allowed to investigate the status of 
'feed's remAins. Denied, they attempted to raid the tomb and a 
walchman had to be assigned. Just how long the watch was kept is 
unknown , but it became unnecessary after a still October day in 1921. A 
terrific windstorm biew across the landscape of Estero Island and swept 
the tomb of Koresh into the Gulf of Mexico. For the true Koreshans the 
messillnic deslin.v had been fulfilled. Koresh was freed from his mortal 
prison and would soon return. 

Estero After Teed 
Disunity wa!l no stranger at Estero. The early days of development 

had been hard ones and many became disillusioned and left the group. 
Since their possessions belonged to the colony some just left to get away, 
but a number sued in the Lee COllnty courts . Even Gustav Damkohler, 
the henefactor of the sit.e of New ,Jerusalem, sued the Koreshans for 
return of his land, hut the courts granled him only half.41 

The mainstream of the colony were the celibates. Without Teed's 
leadership converls to the Society Arch-Triumphant declined, and even 
the families of lhe marital order began to drift away. When historian 
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Carl Carmer visited the KoreshanR shortly after World War II he found 
only six men and six women lert, supported by a trust est.nhl ished 
around the Koreshan business activities and landholilinRs. They ran a 
general store on the Tamiami Trnil, a main north.south artery, a 
gasoline station, a curio shop, and a trailer court leasing much of their 
land. 

In 1947 a dispute broke out among the survIving Koreshans which 
threatened the continued existence of Estero. As a result of lawsuits, 
land had to be sold and the aged management was forced to consider 
new alternatives for perpetuation. 4H Hecogni7.ing that younR people were 
not interested in Estero, and some wished only a place to live, 
leadership passed into the hands of Laurence W. Bubbell, whose parent!! 
had been early Teed converts in ChicaRo. Huhbelt spent most of his life 
in New York City as a copyreader, but returned to the s('ene of his 
boyhood to take over the affairs of t.he colony. He was determined that 
Estero would not become an infirmary for t.he ailed. 

Bubbett WRR authori7.ed to approach Fltlrida stllte ollicials ahout the 
possibilities of perpetuating the remnant of the Koreshan landscape as a 
historical monument. Discussions commenced in 1952 hut it was not 
until 1961 that the State of Florida accepted from the KoreshllnR, "in 
the name of humanity," 305 acres of property to be desiRnated as the 
Florida Koreshan State Park. Most. of the colony buildinRs are now 
within the Park and the large Art lIall, one of the earliest structure!! 
erecled at the New Jerusalem, is now a combinat.ion art and Korcshan 
museum, containing many paintings by Teed's son, Morrow's 
reclilineator, Teed's Koreshanic charts, and his globe showing the 
continents on the inside. 

The Koreshan Unity, Incorporat.ed, is still a functional entity at 
Estero. With Hedwig Michel as President, her presence is eviden~e of 
Teed's teachings. Working as a Headmist.ress in a ,Jewish sdll)() I in 
Germany in the 1930's, she hired Peter Bender, a wounded aviat.or of 
World War I days, to teach mat.hematics. Bender had rl'nd Tced 's 
cosmogony and was successful in converting Miss Midll'l. Bcnd!'r 
himself became so infatuated wit.h the cellulnr cosmoR(H1Y that he soon 
came to believe that he was the reincarnat.ion of Koresh . ,Just hefore till' 

war Miss Michel headed to Estero nnd Peter Bender's messilln it: dcst.iny 
ended in a Nazi concentration cllmp.4!' . 

The Koreshans still publish their mont.hl.\' journlll, 11H! American 

Eagle, now Irugely devoted to historical and conservation arliclr .• 
related to the local area. 111e Hamillg Sword was Illst issued in O('(ol)('r, 
1948, a fire shortly thereafter destroyed t.he Guiding Star Puhlishing 
House. But the maga7.ine did not die with a whimper. On page 11 of LIlli! 
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issue ig a copy of the letter that Bubbett sent to the editor of Life 
magll7.ine pointing out his error ill interpreting a high altitude photo of 
the Bonlleville salt flats as revealing the earth's c~m:~xity. To the 
Koreshans, we still live "inside."5u 
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