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A Fote To Readers

This booklet is not the complete history of Estero, nor was it
intended to be.
We feel that Estero has an exciting, colorful history locked in

the memories of our pioneers and old-timers.

. These memories will not live forever.

Unless, ef eeuree, someone takes ifdall down, on paper, in a
nook; on’tape, by photographs or the old stendby, word ef’nouth;
Whet we have attempted to do ie to preeerve a emall fractien ¢f 
the vibrant history of Estero, and in d01ng so, we hope to get
our p01nt across.

We couldn't talk to everyone.

' We only print a sampling of what we have gathered.

Let s all keep our history straight and know where our grandparents

came from. Let's get out, find out, and help remember all of
this for the next generation.

The people written about in this booklet are our heritage. "

'We are our children s heritage.

What do we give them?

The Estero Go-Getters 4-H Club

Page Vi




oresh

-
u

Cyrus Teed, also known as I
Founder of Koreshan Unity

Teed's burial
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The Spanish word astillero (Fs te ya'ro) means ship-building place.
On early maps, there is a place called "Mosquito Creek". Gustave DamPohler, .
a German whn. homesteaded there in 1c82,-asLed the people along the coast what the’
name of it was, and was told that the island entrance was called ' astlllero .- To
Damkohler, this sounded like " ter 0", and he named the creeI the littleryillage,'
and his son, Istero Ostego Damkohler, after this. :
In 1804 Damkohler was 77 years old and all alone except for one son.’ He found'an,l

1nterest in rellglon and through h1s 1nterest became aqquainted with a man named

‘Cyrus Teed,lalso known as Koresh. Teed was 11V1ng 1n Chlcago at this time. Through ;

correspondence, Teed and three women came to v1s1t Damkohler s homestead in Estero and
almost at once, Damkohler 301ned w1th them. He deeded his property to the communal

organlzatlon.' In October, 1804 Teed and fourteen followers from Chicago moved to

;Wstero where they cooked outdoors, and slept on palm and pine pallets. To Damkohler's

orlglnal 300 acres, the Koreshans added 1000. and planned to build "the New Jerusalem"

which was supposed to accommodate 8 mllllon people. In 1898, they set up a sawmill on

'the south end of Estero Island (Ft. Myers Beach) where they planned to build their port

city. The ‘commune practlced cellbacy strlctly, so separate dwelling places for men and

:womenuwere bUllt., Two other Estero settlers at that time were Frnest Franz and Charles

Welland, who were cltrus growers., In 1898, the huge,A.D.G. Floweree Grove was Planted.

*Cltrus was harvested from thls grove untll 1974., By 1908, Floweree had became the
flargest c1trus grove owner 1n the U Sey hav1ng some 60 thousand trees. Although the Floweree
'Grove in rstero 1s st111 produc1ng somewhat today, 1t does so only by nature., It is

Vno longer worked. It 1s now 1n the hands of a land—holdlng company and plans are being

lmade to sub d1v1de it 1nto flve—acre homes1tes. _fjf

In 1000 a group of Portuguese flshermen settled on Mound Key. Among them was

kKlng Alvarez, Anton Fernandez, Joe aoto, and Charles Leuttich., From this group descend

three of the :stero Go etters 4 H Club today. There was a palm-thatch school on Mound
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Key, with Mrs. T. Henderson as tea.c'her.;k; Later’,y ,,G'u'stave Da:ﬁkohler built a second school
on Mound Key. : ‘

By 1900, some of the Koreshan converts ha,d become dissat:.sfied a.nd wanted to .
leave the Koreshans, but had signed away everything they owned when they Joined the

commune and could get nothing back.

The local paper and the maJor political party opposed all Koeshans and in one
election, all Koreshan votes were th:rown out and Ko:r:esh was hung in efflgy from a -
telegraph pole in Ft. Myers. Lo : ”

In 1907, the local paper :ceprinted a Chi:c'a;’go scandal regaiding Ko:nesh. The Koreshans

retaliated by printing the American Eagle, in addition to their Flaming Sword, and ran

thier own printing plant in Estero to tell their side of the news. Then, the legislature

abolished "the town of Fstero" and Koresh claimed it was "a conspiracy of the press."

In due time, the Koreshans regained their voting rights and ihe American Eagle
became a horticultural paper.

In 1908, Cyrus Teed, Koresh, died,,claiming to be immortal and promising to rise
again,. |

His more avid followers truly believed this, and waited by his 'bier." As nature
took her course, even tho most fanatic of the Koreshans agreed that Koresh's body should
e buried, so his remains were placed in a tin bathtub at the end of Estero island, and
a brick tomb was 'buil't around it., A 1ight was kept burning and a guard was on duty all
the time. ! On Octo'ber 26, 1921 )y & hurrioan washed all but a few bricks and plaque which
| 'is in the Gardens today, ou'l; i_nto “the Gulf of Mexico. Some devout Koreshans beleived
the hurricane had been sent to cover Teed's exit from Earth and entrance to Heaven.

By 1924, the Tamiami Tra.il ha.d pushed through Estero and the Koreshans, dwindling
in number, were almost forgotten. |

( By 1922, the rai]:coa.d ha,d ma.de it's way through Estero.

" : During the la’l;e 1930's, almost a.ll tha.t remained of the New Jerusalem was lush

y tropical frui'b trees and exotic ga:r:dens. The few remaining members of the cult did

. not .live in hamony. Mrs. Edith Trebell ‘opened up her shop where she made jelly and
Preserves of the tropical fruits. |

‘Tfieé Marshall Brothers opened up their .citrus stand at about the same time.
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THE 787ErC UHITYD ML THCORIDT CIURCH
Fatero

The’Estero Unitgd HMethodist Cburgh was organized about sixty years ago and services
were held in a one room school house on Frantz Avenue which’is now known asHHighland Avenue,

We did not have a regular minister at the time we statrted. Once a month; we ha@ a
minister from Ft..Myers who came ih by freight boat on Saturday, spending Sétﬁf&ayvaﬁd
Sunday nights at different homes and returnihg to Ft. Myers on lionday. On the remaihing
Sundays we had local men filling the pulpit.

Sunday School was held every Sunday. FPeople came on horseback, by horse and bgggy.
or by foot. It was always a good day for our community. Ve had song service every Sunday
night, as well as occasional dinners, which were enjoyed by all. As the community grew,
our Church and/Sunday School grew.

Rev. Willie Page was our firs{ pastor, who joined us in_1919. wé,shared'hiﬁ with
Bonita Spriﬁgs.il ’ , o

In Maxch 1929,_Joe_and Rosa Soto gave the,Estero Methodist EpiscopaIVChurch'a 19t fdr ,N
the first Methodist Church to be built in Estero. A small church was built with donaiions

from the community,,and help from theyconfergnqe,

In August, 1934, R.L. Graham exchanged property with the Church by giving us two lots,
#9 and #10, of the Oak Ridge Subdiy@sion,_for,the,one on which the Church was built in’1929.

In August, 1934, R.L. Graham exchanged property with the Church by giving two lots,
#9 and #10, of the Oak Ridge Subdivision, for the original lot given in 1929, The Church
was moved, and changes were made to make o bigger and better church.

In March, 1959, a Sunday Sehool building was built. On June 17, 1959, and adult
Bible glass was organized and had Frank Godbey as president. The called themselves the
"Loyal Hearts". |

In June, 1960, lots #1-4, Block B, of the Oak Ridge Subdivision were donated by Mr.
and Mrg, Thomas H. and Alice Atkinson. The present church was’built on these lots.

On September 10, 1960,,hurricane‘"Donna"ydamaged the Church beyong repair. 'Plané were

made to build a larger church. A drive for community pledges was made.
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During the 1940° s, the time of war and gzs ratlonlng, there was very little
traffic on the Tam1am1 Trall through Estero. During thle time, nllen Andrev:

became pre31dent of the Unlty and he complled all of the pepcrs oF Dr. chry -'hrilww

and published Tﬂxe Plant orld in Fla. and Ny Garden in 1a.' Andrewf was ararded the‘
Thomas Barbour medal for Outstandlng Hortlcu]tural oerv1ce..' )

In the late war years, Niss Hedw1g Nlchael 301nea the Voresh*n Unlty, coming from
war-torn Germany._ She quickly became an ofrlcer in tho Unltv. ‘Around 1948, T.u.
Bubbet was made pre51dent and Miss Ilchaei became secretary-treasurer because thoy :
vere the youngest members. Allen Andrews; at ?7, was replaced after 32 years as pres1dent.
His prlntlng plant was destroyed by flre in 1051 and Andreus died soon after that.

"hen the Tamlami Trail was renamed U.u. L1, and was wvﬂened through Tstero in the

1950's, many tropxcal trees and plants were destroyed.

In the late 1950's, Thomas H. Atkinson purchased a large tract of 1and west of -
U.8. 41 in Estero: The old eaboard rallroad at one tlme went through thls property
and there was a spot that old-timers called the "sand flats" because they could catch
riddlers therefor ﬁsh bait. - Kr, Akinson developed this land into fstero's flrst

subdivision since the boom of the ZO's. There are now many famllles 11v1ng in the .

o

“stero River Helghts, whlch once was a favorlte uaturday afternoon Pl hlng snot.
uhortly after Fr. Atkinson began developlng h1s property, mob11e homes became

Popular for retirement,in Florida. There are now two 1arge moblle homes devoted to

'retirees only on the rlver side of Broadway and ‘one- moTwWe home -park for families on' the

north side. Estero proper ‘has three other mobile home parku for retlrees or travelers

and two more for families along U.S,.Qi. A o

S T

The Estero School closed in 1949 when almost allvschools were“consolidated in
T't. Hyers., lost of the parents of our 4—H Club members started school in Fstero.
Today, the school is being'oqpyerted_ryto a prlveye home.by.ur. Tan Hoble and hlS it
In 1961, lilss Michael donated 100 acres of Koreshan land along U.Z. 41 to the

State of Florida for the KoresheﬂVState'Reereation“Area'andleO_acres on Found ey whiCh.

wvere also Koreshan proverty. .. . i~ .
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Frs. Jen Jesher licKeown
Bonita Springs

"We arrived in Esfero on Thanksgiving Day, 1927. Ue épent fhé nightkthere and
went to Coconut, landed a job beginning.the next Moﬁdaj. Ve stéyEd in Cogonut two
years. Times were getting hard and some of the fish hpusesﬂwere‘not buying mullet
anymore. This was election ye@r,'1928, Coolidge was president and Hoover was elected
that year. Coolidge insisted that Prosperity was Jjust around the‘corner, although
many hundreds of people were out of jobs. |

"We moved to Fstero just before school started in 1929. They built a dock and
fishehouse that year, Whlch were owned by a fish company in Tt. Myers. The school
at that time had four teachers and 100 kldS, grades from beglnners up to 10th grade.
Ve called the road Tin Can Alley in my day. MNrs. Soto was where she is right now. -

"There were about 125 Koreshans at that time. Tt was virgin timber from

Ft. Myérs on down to Fstero. Stanley Hanson, Sr., lived where Calvin Collier does

now, he was county commissioner at that time. Tstero was a nice quiet 1little town

to live in.
"Hub Johnson and his famlly lived on Hickory Igland then, h1° mother, Grandma

Johnson, lived at the sand flats.

"I cen remember the Istero River was and is the most beautiful river in the

world."
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On November 5, 1961, the new church was dedicated. Dinner was held with 137
attending. The dedlcation was preslded by Dr. H.H. Uali’cer, Dist. Superintendent,
and the Rev. C.A. Webb was minister. | |

Tn 1962 Fellowship Hall was built, later named Godbey Hall in memory of Frank
Godbey. Used for various club and ohUrch funotioris, the building is a recognized
r huri'ioe,ne shelter. Through‘ ge'nerous local eff orts, the 'huildihg was built for less
than $100, ‘paid out for labor.

'On March 12, 1968, Thomas and. Alice Atkinson generously gave the Church Lot 8,
Block 3 in the Estero River Heights for the purpose of building a parsonage. It

was this year the Church beéame the Esterc United Methodist Church.

T A i e e R L el | R
L LR e R

Through donatlons, the organ was bought - in December, 1969. The Church was air o
comditioned in 1970, - D
! In August, 1971, the Church bought an acre of land from Mr. and Mrs. W. S chwarze.
| Membership iricressed so an extra parking 1ot was “graded.. o

In June, 1973, a grand piano was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Buswell. Carpeting

| ‘was installed in-Décember of the same year: '

* In 1974, the-building fund reached $23;000.  In.April, Mr.: E. Young suggested that

the standing church be enlarged, in liew of ‘building a,fnew one.
\ . Plans were drawn up and-were approved by Dr. @, -T. Hamilton in May, 1974.
f[n, 1974, Rev. H.L. Costolo became Dii"ector of Ghristian Education and Parish Activiies.

¢

- In ‘the spring of 197 5 the Church addltion was built. Dur:.ng 'hhe "s‘ummer"‘ several
local men worked on the worshlp area. On Noverm'ber 23, the bullding was consecrated by
Dr. P, Ha.rtsfleld. The total cost of expa.nsmn wa.s approxhnately $55,000.o ,‘ ‘

Dr. Wesley H. Bransford, the mmlster for several yea.rs, held his 1a,st ‘service on

May 16, 1976. The present minister is Rev. HoLe Costolo. 5

Condensed from The History of the Estero United Methodist Church written

'by Mrs. Della omith, Mrs. Cora Horne, and Mrs. Helen Horne, 1975. -
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"These are the Trailblazers. They{went,on their trip in '2Z or '23, 1 really
don't remember. Dad had two cars in that group, but Stanley iansorn wes the ringleader.
He was the one who.got them all together. Alan Andrews was in that, and the Tlorida
Growers man. About two-thirds of them, T'd cay, had never uscd an ax in their life.
They had two Indians with them, Abe Lincoln was the younger one., They were going

to be gone four days and clear a trail Qown through the Iverglades. They made it to
Iverglades City after three weeks. Alfred Christiansen was in that group, he was

the one that Raymond studied under, le was about the closest thing to a father that
Raymond had. Well, Raymond wanted to go, but they said he was too young. Ho Alired

left Raymond in charge while he was gone.”

"The Boomers had one of the first Céfs around here, They bought it and Dr.
Richards drove it., Now, I don't know what kind of a doctor he was, he was an
Englishman, that't all T know. But he was sweet on Pertie Boomer. Dr. Richards and

Bertie rode in the front, and eld Mrs. Boomer szt in the back and kept an eye on things."

changed a lot on the highway for a while,.. but off the highway,

"Lstero hasn't

T can hardly”belive

Sandy lane Bridge, Fstero River




Mrs, Alma Hill Trebell
Estero

“I can remembeér that big flood. You don't know about the flood? Well, it was in
1936, because Raymond and I got married in '35, Well, anyway, we had five days of

rain. Real rain, like we used to get: The water ran in and out of these windows."

Fdith had all of those turkeys, and when the water started to comc in, so did they.’

i e e ettt S L ]

We had everything up on the tables, and the turkeys right up there with the rest. And.
we also had a real bad freeze in the winter of 1934,
"Now, -at that time, the roads were just real sandy duét. The Koreshans used
f' boats almost all of the time to get around, and they‘did‘éll of their shipping that
| Way. ’ | -
L’ "To get here, when we’got tq Jacksonvillg we got on a tréin to Fi. Myers,:aﬁd’théﬁ

from Ft. Myers to I'stero by boat.

e
e B A ]

The Trailblazers
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irs. Fvelyn leuttich Horne
Estero

"T was born on Mound Key, an island near the moutﬁ of the Estero Rivér.
Ye 1lived in a 40-foot houseboat until 1925 , when we moved to Estero.

"Tn 1926, we weathered one of Florida's worst hurricanes in a new 1926
Ford. Our two-story house was blown off its foundation.

"Tn 1927, I started school in Estero's new schoolhouse on Broadway Road.i'
R.M. Bailey was the contractor. Miss Minnie Lee vas the first grade teachér;'

"As a child, I femember Thomas A. Edison and Henry Ford stopping by fof
Sunday afternoon visits with my father, Charles Luettich. Ve had.a huge Banyon
tree:énd many tropical fruits and ornamentals that they were interested in.

"In-1o43, 1 recievéd a War Emergency teaching certificate after taking

‘°tate Teachers exams in Bartow, Fla, I taught school for four years during

:the var, at the Estero school.k

'; "I have worked at the Foreshan Unity for the past 30 years, in the K.U.

”'3'grocerv store, the Rlver View Inn resturaunt, the Botanical Gardens, and caring

fOrzclder1y members,‘ I,now~work in the Koreshan Unity office, where we publish

. The American Eagle,7gfmohthly paper, "for the wise use of Natural Resources".




’ “Then, daddy got to making a little more money, and aiter a while we got to nave a
pretty good place over there.
"Mama and daddy rot a 1ittle shack over here, and then,I gqt married. 7T vas Just a
kid, I didn't wvhat marriage was or anything.
"Tt's terrible vhen you get to thinkiﬁg about it,,..I used to think about it a’lotd
at night.

2T

"‘e sure did go hungry. I sure hope nobody has to go hungry like we did.

"Then, we bought this place and built the house.

"Aunt Tosa"... a while ago.
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Mrs. Rosa Fernandez Soto
Fstero

“On the way over, daddy got sick and we stopped in Cuba, where fhey had a doctor
for him. e stayed there'maybe a month and then went to Key llest fg@r a month or so.

"Then, 01d Man Gomez got so mean to daddy and mama, so we got en a boat there and
went to Punta Rassa. Ye stayed there and the mosquitoes were so bad!

"Daddy couldn't talk, mama couldn't talk. They just had us three kids.

"We stayed there for a while and this fisherman came along and got daddy. ¥Ye went
to his camp. We were starving to death, and we didn't know anything,

"0ld Man Gomez put us out on this little island. We was eating the bark off the =

trees and getting the water off the leaves in‘the‘morning.‘ Yell, dgddy;éduldnft~$tand =

that, so he swam off, hoping to get somewhere'where somehddy c¢u1a~séé him.d

"Then, this old Joe Alvarez came along, and san daddy, plcked h1m up, and, after
daddy told him about us, he picked us up.. He took us to his camp and told the men at
the store to give daddy anything he wanted and he (Alvarez, would pay for 1t. That

was Joe Alvarez.

“Then, 01d Man Gomez come again, and'daddy went with him’agaih;df':

"S0.sese We come to Mound Key."

- "Mama was working in an onion fleld, and old Laura got so mean. Mama was slck

and she told Laura that she couldn't 80 to work that day, so Laura took the axe and hit

mama over the head with it. Mama was crylng and daddy was flshing in Hockory. Laura

said she was going to burn us up in the llttle shack, so she come algng w1th a flve-gallon

can of kerosene. She thought mama was asleep, hut she wasn't. | . .

"S0.e.« here we go, through the woods on Mound Key. Ue went to Grandma Johnson s.": 

: Ve finally got there, crying and hurtlng., We had went through the sandspurs and the prlckle
Pears..Uell, she took us in and the next mornlng she sent one. of her sons, Hub, ______ to get daddy.
She gave daddy five acres of land on Iound Key. Daddy bu11t a palmetto shack.,fig |

“IThen Joe was born we didn®t have any sheets, or dalpers, or anything., 01d Grandma f;;
Johnson, she tore up her slip and used it and the belly band to make a daiper. Joe was L

born there on the shells at Mound Key.
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JUST REMINISCENT
by Mrs. Eva Driggers

As George Simpson and wife came a‘.’c“i'oss 'th;a’i‘ivér inkEst’ero, they were greeted
by Mr. Lou Staton, “What do you mean having the American Eagle on your trailexr?”

This was in front of the store, still standing but not used. We had our canoe
on top of the car, and sald we were going down the river, which we did. The Estero
River is one of the most beautiful I've ever seen., An hour later, on the way back to
the traller, we wre met by Mr. Allen Andrews, the President of the Unity and editor

of the American Eagle.

"Why not spend a few days here?', he asked us. Ve did, and not just for a few
days, but for months.

We were invited. to have supper with all of the brothers and sisters, as they
called théms'el#és. " George sat with the men: J ohn W., Theodore N., George and Charlie
H., Conny Se, Jessie Py., Dr. Richards, Georgé D., Alfred C. and a very dear little
Irishman ‘caﬁlled Mac., I sat with the ladies: Etta S., Emma N., Vestz N., Bella A,
Ada P., Ida F., Warie F., Rose G., Florenge G., Hmma G. and more. We had such a-
g00d time and the grounds were so pretty at night.

‘ Earlythe "next‘mo':’ming, we were all over the grounds, which made up a real paradise
with all of the different plants and trees, a few bridges and a cottage here and

there, Brother Theodore was the nurseman, and he made many kinds of pots out of

the 'baiﬁﬁbo. The place was lovely with the azaleas everywhere and the bamboo making
music in the wind.

Then we went to Mary's home. She tgok care of the chicken. There were not very
‘many, as there were not very many members anymore., There were only two cows in the
dairy barn. There were quall everywhere, dozens under the Mulberry trees.

After several days of enjoying this ea;sy 1life, we met some of the people of
Estero: Mr. amd Mrs, Harris, who ran the Texaco station, and then Uncle Jack and

Aunt Susie Hall, and their family of seven girls and their son, Henry, whom we became

very fond of.
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lirs. Mary Leitner Alvrus
‘ Bonita Springs

My first memory of Estero is the day we mo?ed to Bonita Springs from Esterqs
in the early summer of 1911, ’ - ’ N
Kother was driving the first horsékand wagon in our party. She had‘her threek
1little girls, one,1% and twins, 3.yesrs old. In her,wagon,\she had;the iron Qook
stove with the blue and white granite coffee pot sitting on it. Dad was driving the
Dad was,driying.the second wagon, loaded with the rest of theyfprnitufe. ’Hith
him was his 4 year old son. : g A ’
About a half mile from our new home, it started raining., The wind blew the umbfelié
wrong side out, so mother arrived at her new home with three scresming, wet 1i§tlg_girls;
-‘Today, we would be driving our air—qonditiqned,quqk‘and our furnitu#e WOUlQ 5e -

in a lMayflower moving vanae.




- s v

e e

Page 7

In the winter of 1937-3%, we helped to clean up the mese_enathe river, vhere
they built their Post Office, barbeerhoP,'dentist”s ehaii,'énd'iiﬁing quaiters;
Tt had burned doun during the sﬁmmer;kand therefﬁés 5'10£ fb3a0; , : |

In the fall of 193¢, we brought dox}h 'oku'r’beat, the é-e"a “itch. Tn Ton. 1929, .
we put her down in Venice and made the trlp to ‘sfeie. 1t was a beautiful tr1r,kk
with porpoises jumping all ‘around us.e A 1arge vacht Uulleﬁ up to sce ifrs 1e needed any i
help, our being only 16' with a [ beam.: ”he name of the Jacht, by the hay, was
the Sea 'oam. Tugging through Gaspariile faes,ewhlch was especvallv nice to u"~
the waler wés jus{ choppy enough to really enjoy;it., ile then went tnrough tho”
islande,.agross Pine Island Sound to Tlack Rock Island, vhere we tied up Fcr the nlght.
During the night we heard a most peculiar sound, which were told was a school of drum
fish under the boat. We saw the coons playing on the banks.

The next mornlng, we went aeross I'stero Bay to the rivef into ¥t. Myers. To
our suprls@ the let our 1ittle boat dock there. Lfter a few hours, we went back up the
river to Estero. ‘e docked at the dock we built in the spring of 1939, near our '
Sunken Gardens. r"he Gardens were ever so Dretty.

One d&Y. Joe Hcﬂeown came up tg us, uantlng to shou us’an alllgatoiﬂhole. ?ith3"
the ald @f a 1ong bamboo pole, and axe, and our hands, we Vere able to. capture an
8' alllgatgr. After showmg everyone our catch, we took the alllgator to Blll Fiper
at the "onder Ggrdens, 1ho was very happy to get 1t. A few days 1ater, he told us
that lt wa’s g, fe’male' . . | R : b : i : V i : i ’ i : ‘ :
o e d1d m&ke a lot’of llttle trlps around here. JOnee;'ﬁe:had fhe priviiege.ofA
gozng into the Fverglades for a week with the Indlan Agent, br.,S. Hanson and lir.
A. Andrews.' "e drove out to Sam Jones old fort. There was nothlng there, Just a

stone, but you gould see that “ecple had been there. There were several sour orange

trees around. Ie v131ted with the uemlnoles, who could.not talk very well, but vho

could laugh a 1ot.V ”e taught a feu of the young people to play Chlnese Checkers.
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¥rs. Della Alvarez Smith
Estero

"I was born on Mound Key, then a small fishing village about seven miles from
Fstero; My father was a commercial fisherman.

“When I was two years old, my mother, my three brothers, and myself moved to
Estero, as my\oldest brother was ready for school. On the weekends, my father would
come'and'Stay with us. The only transportation we had was by boat, so my father |
caﬁe ﬁp tﬁe Estero River., Lots of times, we would spend the weekend on Mound Key,
which we all.enjoyed.‘ |

" We all went to school in a one-room schoolhcuse, grades 1-8. We had a big
pot-bellied wdodfheater.in the middle of the schoolroom. The boys would take turns
keeping‘ﬁdod iﬁ'the heater. |

"As time went on, more childreﬁ became  school age, so an additional room was
addéd;'vLétef,*there was another added.

"We all had fun at schébl. We had‘spelliné bees ‘and games. ‘Theré was aiways .
some kind of‘fun‘going on. As a kid, T really enjoyed myself. -

“We had our church and Sunday Schobl~iﬁ*the schooihouéé,' I remembér always =
dressing up on Sundays. You didn't wear your sch601'c10thes that day. You wore-your
best.

“We used to have box suppers. The girls would dress up the 5ox real pretty.
We would have reél good food in our box. All dressed up, we hoped thét the boy
we liked best would bid on our box Supper. Then, we would gét'to eat supper ﬁifh
him. Good times were had by all. = . .

"e never had the frills the boys and girls ha&e todéy. But, to me, we éﬁjoyedv

as much or more than the younger generation does today."
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VESTA - A Tribute
, ' by her Canadian Friend

I met Vesta while on one of nmy innumerable walks. She appeered on the
road, a straight, spare Tigure, walking easily but carrying a cane for safgty's
sake. Her silver-grey hair, piled high on top of her head, frened e vair of
piercing bright eyes. Her blue and white ginghem dress was immeculate, fnd,
I being me, and she being her, we struck_ﬁp an inmediate friendship. 4nd now,
after various visits, wthave a thing going between us. And I would iike Vesta
to tell you her own story.

“Yeg, I am Vest, ninety-five years old and the last living member of the

"Yes, I am Vesta, ninety-five years oid and. the last living member of the
original Koreshan Unity here in ¥lorida. Where do you come from, my,dear?f
Canada! Wy, you speak good,Snglish; you emunciate so clearly. Iiy mother was -
a Canadain from near Ottawa. Nylf@ther? He was a schoolmaster from ¥ngland who
had the}wanderlust. His name was Martin Newcombe and when hekimmigrated,té Canada
he met Harriet, whom he married. Because of Hattie's health and his itchy foot,
they moved from island to island in the Pacific, settling in the Fiji Islands.
There tﬁey lost their first child, a little girl. Mother grieved so much that
father'decided te leave that island of memories and start afresh. They gpent some .
time in Hawaii, and finallj made their way to San Francisco, thence to Stockton.
North of there, quite close to iheubig trees, in 1878, I was born,

My mother wgs an idealist with a religious turn of mind.. My father was
more down to earth. It is from him I get any common sense I may:posses. First,
mother became interested in Spiritualism and father went along to~humoryher.y Then
she heard of the Koreshan Unity and took us to all those meetings. "Mr. and Nrs.
Newcombe and family" were just about to be recieved into the Unity when father was
killed in a train accident. He was forty-two years old. The older members of the

sect advised mother to carry on with her plans, which she did. We traveled to

(

hEo]




Chicego where we sﬁent two horrible, horrible horrible winters. Tt was the memory
of those want01s, I suppose, that kept me content with life in Florida.

"A Mr, uonalnsen had a one’hundred—sixty acre homestead in theVstate of Tlorida
which he‘deeﬁed Qﬁer to the Lord represented by the Koreshan Cnity. fo, in 1893,

a group of men,nwomeﬁ, and youngsters (I was only fifteen) started out on this great
adventure.k I} meﬁher and brother James came four years later.

"Anyway, we travelled by train to Punta Gorda, and from there down the southwest
coast in a hired sloop. This was a one-sail vessel with no motor. Hﬁe teckled witﬁ
the wind, t 'hi way and that way, and we were all sick. We landed at Mound Key; where
we were met by an Lndlan woman (a half- breed, I would say) dressed in the natlve
costume- short dress, bure feet, w1th long, black braids down her back. She offered
to help us in any way she could.’ She‘proved to be a most wonderful persen’and a most
true frlend. | | | o |

"From there we rowed in the toﬁ—boat to Halfway Creek, Thence we stfuck’neith
through the buuh carrylng, as well as our own belonglngs, a parrot in a cage. We U
finally reached an ox-tean trail, turned nouth over a rustic brldge and there we
establllshed our settlement. | | o

"I'm listening, my dear. hat 1s 1t you want to know? How did we make out at

_first? Vell, T will tell you. Ue pltched tents and all slept for teo months on

the ground. e cooked and ate around a bonflre. I could stlll show you the exact 7
spot. You Pnow, of cour:e, that this was a group of clever people, 1nte111gent,
and capable oI doing any job. th Just look at me! (tongue in cheek) The Brothers
built a huge dOIMLtlorJ 1n a auadrangle, one hundred by twenty feet, three storles
high. This was for the olsters. The Brothers had a log house at some dlstance and
there was no crossingwthe line.k About 1901 I would say, the Unltj was at 1t s
peak. »

nyou hsve children, T suppose, my deer. Three?’ ¥ell, I had seventeen and I
am an old maid. T decided vhen quite yeung thafymarriage was npt for me, You see,
I had a sharD ear {still do) and I often heard things I wasn't supposed to.

£1lthough all of tnc yomen were cellbatc, some had been married and uldowed, and




they would be talkwng over their marriage cxperiences., Being young and impressionable,
I wanted none of that. Ch, tﬁerc was ﬁetnwe{ edbo:~ﬂl eueut mne, I was all girlf"
“'Ch, the seventeeﬁ chiidre? That was when I was teaching. The older members
educatedkme; and we pitched in where most needed. I cooked. 1 nursed, but at thefd
T rebelled. But I did enjoy teeching. Ohe little boj I can recall was quite a
handful to control; so, when I took the seventeen chlldrcn qw1mm1ng, T would tie a
rope around Carl's waist, give him 1ete’of 1cenayhand tie the other end around ny -
waist. Then, I could pull hlm in whenever necessary.

"I swam and dove like a duck and was very much at home in the water, I can

remember playing w1th my dog in the river down beyond the lower landwng. ‘e were

having a gay time when, eﬁt of the corner of my eye, I eaught sight of an alligator‘

making straight for me. T scrambled up the muddyyﬁankvjuet in time, but T feared for o

my dog. The next fime we ﬁeht swimming, we went to the upper lending. Even here,
the alllgator appeared, and I escaped just in time. Go there was no more swimmiﬁg“
until the river was cleared of thoee anlmals.d | |

"Oh, yes, the Unity expanded untll it was entirely self-supporting. Fuch more
land was purchased and many buildiﬁgs erected. Cne big house‘was called Hofel De
Swamp, but it burned down. Although we grew the food we needed, there were times
we went hdngry. One winter, ne uu:cv1ved on peanuts. The cautor beans were put out
to dry on the floor of the top story where ister Bella and I slept. e had been
warned that they were p01eonous, but one night we were so hungry we decided to chcw
a few, splttlng the hu13 out the’ window (whlch wasn 't hard to do, as there were no

panes). nell...I can tell you that they made us sick all rlght. The next thlnn T

knew T came to on the floor with neople “OIPng over me. There were 2lvays the fleh o

to eat, of course., Jo you know what a ?1re—boat is, my dear? You don't?
"Uell, in the prow of a small boat a flre was 1lit; it was pushed from behind |
by a steamer. The mullet would jumn toward the flame and land in the boat., It was -
then my Job to stand on the deck of the teamer, cook the mu11et on a Perosene stove;”
and ‘serve them on slabs of bark to the hun ry Dcovle.
"That is enough reminiscing for now. 1 do eo ehjoy &our com?dny. Come agein and'

come often. I must admit, my dear, you have stolen'your way into nmy heart."

T
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A Sunday afterncon cruise

on the Fstero River

Terry Park in Ft. Hyers.
Before "The Himalaya" came
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