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Leet We forgoet the most influential evenis related to eur
ultimate connection with the Kereshan Un%ty and the inauguration of
its péioneer efforts to build & city in Lee County, Florlda, in the
township of 1?‘ts’s:e:c'm, we will record a fow of them as ‘an inbroduction
to the story of the greatest event of 1893.

In the year 18%37 business necessities caused the removal. of the
Boomer FPamily (Mr. ﬁ.S‘Boomer and wife, and three childrens L.M?B.,
H.B°B. and BofeBe) from Ghicago 'to Johnstown, Pa. There they found
a home in the sﬁburb of'Woodvale, end Mr. Boomer became the business
'manager of the'Geutier steel department of the Cembria Irop-cogpany'e
works.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Boomer had from childhood an intense 1nterest
in religious movements. In Chicago they were active members of the _
Immanuel Baptist Ghureh and Dr. George He Lorlmer. They were much
lnterested in Bible study, pgrtioularly of the propheciee relating to
the second coming of the Ldré' to eetablish his V1sib1e kingdom of
heaven in earth. This kingdom in earth the Lord had tsught his dis-

~ciples to pray for, work for, and anticipate as the crowning glory
of human life. ' ¢ 4 T

Mr‘ Boomer had been & member bfsthe Y. M: Co Ae at Yale University
and in Ghicago, end miseed its fellcwehip advantages in Jomnstown.
The opoortunity c~me for a local organization, largely hrougb the

" work of the local W. C. Te U This society at the time of the Boomers!
coming to Johnstown had been holding religious meetings for the cause
of temperance. They were conducted by two evangeliats named Swartz.
Many Johnstown young men under this 1nf1uence had signed the WeGoeT. U.
pledge, and to ald each other 1n keeping it, desired some form of

orgenizetion for elcse fellowship.
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During the last three or four weeks of the temperance campaign
the Swartz brothers were guests of the Boomers, and they were eager

to have ¥r. Boomer serve as chairman of the reformed men's organiza-

. tion. Then the idea was suggested that the organization might well

take the form of a nucleus of tho YeM.CohAs Soon a social gathering
of these men was held at tﬁe Boomer home., The proposed form of organ=-
ization was talked'over'andimet with such approval that seventy-five
men decided then and}there to join it, with Mr. Boomer as President,
end a. cousin of Mrs. Boemer as Secretary.
' The Organization prospered and with the aid of a Woman's
Auxiliary also organized soon after, suitable headquarters for the
Johnstown Y.M.C.As were opened, and served their purpose well during
the four years of Mr. Boomer'slservice.

" PFrequent talks were g%veh'in Johnstown by the Boomers on the
importance of a thorough knewledge of the biblical prophecles.
These talks led the Secretary, Hr. H ,;%o purchase one day
from a colporteur a copy of the "Millenial Dawn" by C. T+ Russell of
Alleghany; This book called the Boomers' attention to the importence
of many unfariilisr prophecies relabing to "the times of the restitution
of all things" to be instituted by the coming of Elijah the Prophet,
as the-fererunner~of the Second coming, and gave a new impulse to a
st111 more careful sbtudy of the Bible's "sure words of prophesy" and
all the sggns of the time.

After four yeoars residencs in Johnstown, the call of a better
position in Pitteburg, better Opportunities for the education of children
etc., led the family to move bto that city, with many regrets, but also
many pleasant anticipations, emong them the possibility of a better
acguaintance with Mr. Russell, his Zion's Watch Tower Soclety etce

ady,
]
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The family located in a comfortable home on Neville Street, next
door to a most culture§ and neighborly family nemed Bidwell. One of
its members, a widowed daughtef, was a most thorough and thoughtful
secker for truth, and read with interest the book.Miilenial Bawn,
loaned her by MHrs. Boqmer. This cormon interest 1ed ¥r. and Mrs.
Boomer and Mrs. S to attend Mr. Russell's lectures in
Alleghbny. While all felt they learned mich from this enthusinstic
Bible-teacher, tho he'seeméd to lack rational light on many important.
subjects and offered hié diseiples no scientific basis for considering
his private 1nterpretétiohs of the prophecies corrects A correct
interpretation that could be mede acceptablevto all rational minds,
seemed absolutely essentlal to a faith and zeal according to knowledge,
that would enable one to give a reason for the faith avowed. This
dissatisfaction with_everything short of a demenstratively. scientific
interpretation led mény of the students of C¢ Ts Russellls publications
to read those of others, in their‘seardﬂ for more sclentific Iinterprete-
tions. | |

What 4s known as "the higher critieism" of the seriptural record
of the involutién of the Universe as the "Word made flesh" was at this
time eiceedingly busy deatroying the faith of many in.the divine or
supernatural origin of the scriptures constituting what 1s oalled the
Holy Bible. These scriptures, written by men inspired by the M;né or
Spirit of God, having and being the supreme source of Eternal 1ife,
‘and.havingkbeen the source of the highest inspiration to human endeavor
to become Godlike in word and deed, lovers of these-precepfs, prophecies
and promises could not surrender without effort to reconcile their
authority with the discoveries of Modern Sclence interpreted - as Koresh
found them to be - on a false basls of reasoning: from an hypothesis

rather than a demonstrated premise.
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While living 1n Pittsburg as neighbors to the Bldwells, Mrs.
Stotler - Mrs. Bidwell's widowed daughter-obtained from her mother's
friend, Mrs. Oliver, who was an Interested student of prophecy, a
great variety of publications devoted to its interpret;tioh. Having
looked them over, she passed them on %o her neighbors the Boomefs‘
Among them was found a copy bf "The Flaming Sword"., This paper
avowed the discovery'by Dr. Cyrus R. Teed in 1870 of a genuine sclence
of the earth éé embracing_the‘material universe. This he proved as the
propheﬁically forefold "Man with & plumb line in his hand."
wlth the plumb line he.estdbliéhed the premise of the Koreshan
System |
and proclaimed the Science of the Koreshan System as the promised
science of truth, to be given to the begotten of God - Jesus,; the
Jehb&ah pf-Israel - by His prophetically credentinled Messenger, in
whom-aéVHis "New Neme" of.the promised "Spirit of Truth" He would
qltimately aprear at the end of tﬁe Age.

The Science of the.Koreshan System proved to be to the writer
of this record the promised appeal to reason on a scientific basis,
which th? seriptures of both old and new testaments led one to hope for
and await, as the fulfillment of the promise that the begotten of
Jehoveh the Lord Jesus shall know the truth end be freed by the iove
of 1t from sin and death. Soon after discovering "The Flaming Sword"
events in the business world caused the Boomer family to return to
dhicagoo Ruth Sterling Boomer was born in Johnstown shortly before
their removal to Pitfsburg. So they returned to Chicago with - -four

children. Ruth was born in a house on Napoleon Street, and which
being on s slight elevation and well buillt of brick and stone, wilthstood

the devastation of the Johnstown flood and proved a refuge for many.
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Shortly after locating in Chicago, Mr. Bodmer became the
representative of several Pennsylvania steel companies and sold rails
and structural steels on commissibn, and the family resided in Medl-
son Park, on Madison Avenue between EQth aﬁd 51st Strbets, Nob
long after locating there, Mrs. Boomer riding one day in a Cottage
Grove Avenue Car, spied nea?'31st Street the printing offiée of the
Eoreshan Unity, "0ffice of the Guiding Star and Flaming Sword."

The desire fqr truth caused her at once to leave the car and call at
the office. There she met Mrs. Bubbett and several pioneer students
in thé College of Life which Koresh had chartered, for such as elected
to learn the Koreshan System and make a practical effort to apply 1ts
prinéiples to all the normal uses of life: this irivolved co8perating
1ndu§trially for their commonweal.,

Heving securéd most of the Koreshan literature then published,
she began its careful perusal, with Mr. Boomer. Its statements seeméd
irréfutable, but “too good to be true" to our "doubting Thomas" spirits
The Scriptures,teach“however that the things prepared by the God of
divine origin and destiny, the God of Israel, the Savior, are good
beyond mortal power to cbnceive. Seelking the know;edge of the best
_ever ih*the mind of God, they felt they had located the source of
divinely scientific instruction, and became members of the Soclety
Arch Triumphant, ofganized by Koresh'for the benefit of hls students
desiring to learn how to live righteously,,guided by the science of
the Liviné qud of truth. Koresh as the Messenger, which he had be-
come by virtue .of being born pf the quickening spirit of the Word,
thru his‘illumination and mental conjunctive unity with that spirit in
1876, was the Prime Counsellor of each instution he founded: The
College of Life; The Society Arch-Triumphant; and the Church of the
New Covenant;.a triunity of departments of one Institution, later

incorporated for essentlal business with the world - a world to be

conquered by the soclence of truth.
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Having joined the Society Arch-Triumphaent, we returned no more
to the churches of the old order, which we now knew were to pass away
as the o0ld heavens and old earth were foretold to do when the promised
Sign appeared who was to mark the end of the old,‘Piscatorial, dispen-
sation and the beginning of the new, Aquarfian, age. This Sign,
being the man with the spirit of truth in its scientiftc aspect, is
foretold to be the Eliljah (meaning: God the Lord) the Prophet, who
was destined to swoep away every refuge of lies created under the
dominion of false seience, by false prophets upheld as educators by
the Church in édulterﬁ with the pagen compétitivé system, which
unwittingly serve as the diseiplinary system of the tree of the know=-
ledge of Good and Evil, which 1s ultimately known to be the tree of
life.

" To become the Sons of God men must learn to know good and evii,
and wisely shun that which 1ls evil and cleave to that which 1é good;
therefore they must eab of the fruit of that tres, to gain wisdom and
undgrstanding. Geining this they are ripe to receive the Sclence of
God which bringeth joy. Joy comes to the world thru the applied knowl-
edge of Godliness, This knowledge 1s in the Sclence of the Decalogue
as given by Koresh, with the science of 1ts appiication to all the
uses or functions of life, to be learned from the analysis of the

universe In least and greatest form.

The -least form 1s that of the Seedman, Jehovah, called Jesus or
"Bavior. The greatest form is the earth or physical universe with 1ts.
contents, whidh include all things visible.and 1nviaiblex.sun, moon,
stars, planets, atmospheres, terra firma, etc., ebe., to the outermost

rind or shell bf platinum. The whole earth is the Lord!s, with the
fﬁllness thereof, the heavens and they that dwell therein. There is

nothing else to went and know how to enjoy. It has inherent power to
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reproduce itself from its seed or microcosm, wiﬁh every concelivable
variety of attractiveness. |

Periodically the Lord of the whole earth appears to meke all things
new., He appears as g man among men who knéw him noti and he takes thelr
measure, and renews tbeir.knowledge of Himself, for.their'renewal and
age-lasting benefit. Somepimss HefisAmost epparent thru the office
o: the Priest, atAoﬁhers'in'that of the Pfophet, end again in that of
the King. The éne office however alﬁays involves the others. In each

he 1s perféct after his kind. The Spirit of Elias was in Jesus,

and the fatherhood of Jesus becomes manifest in E1ijah the Prophet
as the Spirit of the Word. Christ, 1.e. the Anointed prophet, came
te Chicago and found things there as ¥Wm. T. Stead}s book, "If Christ
came to Chicago," indicated He would find them.

He worked faithfully there, and travelled from coast to coast
trying to enlighten the people of the great citios with this Science
of the truth. But few welcomed the 1light. To do so involved too
mueh self-sacrifice;of this world's glory. After residing in Chilcago
g8 his headquerters, and finding it generally unripe to receive his
message, His Wisdom led him to debtermine to start the buillding of a
new city with his handful of followers, as the vitellus of a new
civilization, on a platform of sclentific righteousneés, providing
for the welfére of all humanity. About thé time of this determination,
he became active in visioning the city to be prepared for the descent
‘of the Néw Jerusalem. The architects of fhe Chicago Columbian Exposi-
tion or World's Fair at this time began having their visions of the
Grent White City as 1t was called £ Koresh having visions of the
Holy City to become to the New Era, the New Jerusalem of the Glory of
God., Koressh once told the writer when visiting the Exposition that
it was but a refiex of his own visions into and through the minds of

the aspiring architects.

.i‘_
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Abput this time Koresh when returning from a lecture tour in the
east by btrain, sat in the seabt with a éentleman whom . in the course of
conversation he interested somewhat in the Celluler Cosmogony, and
the tearing its reception would have on the coming new oiyilization.
As. the conversation proceeded Koresh disclosed to his listener his
plan to build a oity, from which the science of the laws of the
universal new 1life of the world would shine forth as the Sun. He
further declared that his Selence of Astroblology had led him to
locate the site of the vitellus of that city in south Florlda, end
that without ever having been there. Thereupon the interested
1istener declared, "Well, I know just the place for you to begln
your‘wbﬁk, and possibly I can secure for you a railroad pass that
will take you to see it." He then described the work of a certain.
development company that had been undertesken at a place on Pine
Island’they had named St. Jemes City. The company hed built a fine
1arée dock and erected a good ship chandler's store, also an attract-
ive hoteijof some 60 rooms,and a number of good dwelling houses.

The hotel was called the Sen Carlos.

The gentleman said the whole development could be had at a
sacrifice price, with a 1érge area of valusble land. The promised
pass belng again ?eferred to, Koresh said he could hardly profit by
it, as when he went to south Florida:he folt it necessary to be
accompanied by the lady,[Mrs. Annie Gf Ordway whom he had made the
;Presidenﬁ of his Soclety at large, and that if she went she woﬁld
need a lady in attendance. The friendly traveler on parting told
Koresh he would see what he could do sbout the reilroed passes re-
guired.

The Columblan Bxposition was due to close the last of October,
and Professor Totten of Yale had been predicting some definite great

event of world importance to take place about that time, which
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failed to come off as predicted,_bﬁt Koresh said one of greater
importance did take place unrecognized by all save the Lord¥despised
and rejected Messenger, due to make a most important move himself,
which He did. This great event was the mo§e he made to establish
the local vitellus of a new civilization to be evolved from the
heterogeneous group of followers Wpo woelcomed His leadership out
of the old order into the new. |
His effort was furthered by the arrival of three railroad passes
from the gentleman'he had met on the train, to enable the parties
mentioned to visit St. James at Pine Island, not far from Ft. Hyers
in Lee County. The writer was the lady Koresh invited to accompany
Mrs. Ordway (or as she was known in the Koreshen Unlty - by the
title, Victoria Gratia Koresh) on her journey with himself, to inspect
the site suggested.for the City to be founded for thebdissgmination of
the science of truth, to be kriown as the Koreshan System bf.Universology.
Tho living as the wife of HNr. Bdomer and the mother of thelr four
children, both Mr. and Mrs. Boomer had found the Koreshan System of
interpreting Biblical prophecy such an apveal to thelr rational
faculties that they were quite ready to aid in any movcment that
would ténd to educate Bible students in the knowledge of it and 1ts
éppiieation to the uses of life, thru the creation of a Clty in
harmony with the pians of Koresh,vwhich He revealed to be admirable
beyond anything hithertowpresented for human contemplétion.
‘ The iast of October saw the party off for Florlda, anticlpating
divine guldance made evident in all attending clrcumstances. The
railroad ended at this time at Punta Gorda, where a boat was taken
to St. James. The great hotel, a favorite resort for sportsmen fond

of fishing, and et the present time owned by Mr. Barron Colller, was
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the objective of tourists to that part of the west coast. “While
walting for the boat to Bt. James we were entortaineq by an
interesting and onthusiastic pionecer couple from Kentucky; xr. and
Mps. Trébeauxe Mr. Trébeaux felt quite sure Koresh would do well
to locate his proposed colony at Punte Gorda. That location on
the Gulf is btruly beaubifimfyul and will doubtless be inclﬁded in
the area of the Sun Clty to.be. Mf. Trébeaux wished to know ;f we
had ever eaten ffesh guavas,~ Learning we had not, he nroceeded to
find éome of the strawberry Qariety, which he slliced and served us
with sugar and canned creams To his satisfaction we pronounced them
delicilous, and the pleasan£ mémory remalns of their hospitalitye.

On the way to st; James, Xoresh talked with people as he had
opportunity and distributed 1iterature presenting the fundementals of
the system. At St. James the man in charge of the dovelopment com-
pany's store and interests generally, a Mr. Vhiteside, met.uS'and took
us to a véry~comfortably furnished house next his own, where his wife
met us with most cordial hospitality and invited us to take our meals
with her, which we were glad to do. She made such an impression with
her cooking, with her woell-fried mullet, a fish new to us, that alter

thirty vears it is recelled as a rare treat. Hr, Whiteside was most

‘abttentive to us, and falthful to the company represented.

Everything had to be seen by riding on an old surry thru a dense
growth of great weods and clouds of mosouitos and other insects. I
remembef how they settled on the back 6f Korosh's neck to a tormenting
éegreé - without lessening his interest the slightest degree in the
ovident possibilities of the ﬁlace, properly edquipped and cared for.
The priceAhcwever at the time,.tho‘most reasonable, was beyond the
Unity's available resources. So a return trip to Chicago had to be

made, without anything apparently accomplished. Nevertheless en-
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thusiasm for the scientifically indicated location - South Florida -

was increased in the naturnl minds of the three travelers, and the
convietion established that something great would come of the trip
in the near future. E

Stopping en route at Punta Rassa, where there was a’good-sized~
hbtel kerb by Mr. Shultze, who also had charge of the U. S. cable
station there. Koresh sought to intevest those he met there in his
gystem ond hié plaﬁs, and left with them a supply of his magazine,
The Flaming Sword, and his ieaflets. The return trip was apparocntly
uneveﬁtfui, but delightful. It was always delightful bto travel with
Koresh. He was so‘practiéally considerate of his companions, and 80
entertalningly instructive in expressing hils thoughtd by the way.
He thoroughly enjoyed a good jJoke and was inciiﬁed by hearty quiet
laughters. He was very observing of all forms of earth culturc and
gnimal life. |

We had been long at home in Chicago, when letters came relating
to property for salé in.the sectlon of Floride we had visited. Among
them was a letter from an'elderly Germen who had taken up a sectlon
of government lagnd in Lee County,on the Estero River. The letler was
in Geruen, aad in an envelope issued by the Zion's Waten Tower Socleuy
headquarters in Allegheny. On the envelope's sealed side were printed

many prophecles relating to the second coming of the Lord s together
with the bibliecal quotations. The letter was in German - our sensitive

Victoria Gratis sald when she held it in her hand unopened that she
‘seemed. to know that it would lead us back to Florida that ﬁinter and
to the right place to begin.

on ﬁranslating the letter, it was found to communicate the deQire
of the man that, since reeding the leaflets giving the fundamentals of
the Koreshan Svystem, he felt sure the Lord had come, as the sclentifle

prophet and Messenger promised, and not to conslder the choosing of .
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any land on which to establish the assembling of his people till
he had seen the land which he, Gustave Damkoeler had held for the
Lord, whose coming he had aweited on it for eight years. Naturally
the desire to know all the facts regarding the offen;awoke a great
desire on the part of the Master and Victoria to meet the man and

gsee the place, but funds for the trip and the start were incking.
Another letter was from a ;eal eséate man in the 1little settlement
called Ft. liyers, 5 village or town of possibly 800 or s thousand
peopie, aboﬁt forty miles ffcm the railroad terminus at Punta Gorda,
'and reached by a small boat line. He told of an empty cattle-men's
hotel at a cattle shipping point ealled Punta Rassa, Lee County -
where we had stopred st the shultz Hotel and cmsble station. Thls with
1te small stock of furniture he offered the Unity for $7000 and highly
recommended the plece. Seven thousand dollers sounded ver§ reasonable
to obtain, as @pmpared with the $150,000 asked for the Pi;';e Island
development.

Muech thought was glven to the matter, but == eﬁary cont obtained
was required to msintain the Guiding Star Publishing House and its
fémily of to-workers. Koresh hed said in regard to the matter of
reaching thinking people seel-ing the knowledge of the truth, that at
~that time the way of the press was the line of least reslstance, and
wise to follow. He also said thet is science which he comnitted to
his writings. He often talked as a natﬁral man among men, to suld tﬁe
cccasion's recuirements, without regafd to the requirements of serious-

Amindsd students, In his Home Talks, like Lincoln he lllustrated

counsels with stories and correspondences otc., making them very potent,

as to thé requirements of courageous pionecr work in this work-a-day
world.,
The White City of Chicago went up in tho smoke of a raging fire,

and its congress, "Congress of Religions", set fire to the discontent
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of the masses who attended 1%, with modern ﬁaganized Christienity.
On thelpefistyle of the Wwhite City's nobly-arched water way entrance
was transeribed the cuotation from. the apostolic epistle & "Ye shall
know the truth and the truth shall make you free."” Under the peri-
style walked the reincarnated spirit of truth of Elijah the Prophet
as bts promised Messenger, and the world knew him not. As of old,
He was not admitted to prodiaim th; promised knowledge of the truth,
at: the congress of modern religions; the mmbrical strength of His
disciples being too small to meet the requirements of its organisatior

He was quite interested in the marvelous symbolism of the accept-

ed groups of. statuary, much of which he translated for the writer.
e commented on the Ferris Wheel, symbol of the Iron ﬁge of which,
asAthe most lMarked Man of its close, was referred to by Ezeklel the

prophet in his exclamation ealled forth by his visions of God: -

"Oh Thou Wheelq% He enjoyed a ride in it one day ~ith Sr. &sther -

Stotler and haed a grand view of the humanity beneath. 1In Novémber,
the ﬁight befoée Thanksgiving of'1895, the Boomer family was awalened
by a violent ringing of the door-bell followed by the announcement
from next door, that the building was on fire. All had to make a very
hestiy haif-clothed exit 1ntd‘ﬁhe park, covered with snow. The alamm
having begn given, the firemen were soon busy. The children were
cared for by lkind neighbors. Aftef the fire was oub, the parents re-
turned to the house rendered uninhabitable by Tire and water, and
~ paddled about doing what they could to save thelr cinder-loaded
water-soaked lares and penates rendered so dear by the love of homeg

At the same time the writer's mind tended to get busy With the
proposition to find a way to secure a location for the vitelius of

the higher civilization (to be inaugurated by Koresh, as the 'Overcomer"
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of fallacy and evil) in South Florida. It flashed into the mind of
the writer that pcssibly she could help more than she knew, by the

sale to a relative of her right in some valuable Bfidgeport property,
at a sacrifice. The thought soon filled her mind, and in the midgst
of the debris.of the fire she sat at her desk and.wfﬁte'her offer to
sell, hopeful of the consent of her husband, who had the hébitrof
being helpful in the servibe of truth, he being a man of finely
tralned mind, and an carnest student of the Biblef,

 The 1e££er brought a prompt offer of $4000 cash., With the
cash in hand and lend offered by the Gorman lover of the Lord,

Aanother trip céuldﬁbé madé and something acéomplished in gaining a
foothold. 8o, as Koresh was delighted, he summoned the writer agaln

to accompany himself, Victoria, and her private secretary Mary C. MMllls,
'the day after Chrlstmas 1893 to spy out the lands offered, and re-
quéstéd the ageﬁts to meat us at Punta Ressa.

Arriving safely, bﬁt finding no agents to meet us, to save un-
necessary eXpense wo proceeded to camp in the vacant cattlemen's hotel,
It'contained severel old besds snd cook-stove, tables and chalrs, and
cocking utensils of & sorte. Victoria with motherly forethought of
neosibilitics héd nertly £1lled her trunlt with bedding. Sc we clcancd
ur the solled beds and the rooms so unclesn, and Koresh seeing a passing
schooner at tﬁe dock, obtained some fine fish and?Salt pork, coffee etec.
and we made & goad meal in high and hopeful spirits, and slept well.

The next day, Oustave Damkoeler, en route from Ft. Myers to Istero,
" stopped ot the cable station Bor his mall, that being the distributing
point of mail for all dettlers for many miles eround. ihile there he
heard of the campers at the old hotel, and learning thelr leader's nawe,
came over to mest him. Tor tero days‘the old man and his small boy

3f eight or ten lingered there, asking the Master for the solution cf
his many problems snd tclling Him his own sad story of afflictlon so
disciplinary. ' |
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He had settled on his land with his wife and several children. His
wife and 2ll but one child, Elvin, diled and were buried not far in
the rear of the old‘post offices He related thab tﬁus left so alone
he sought to get away from the place, but'every timgjhe aid so,
as g result of his studles of the biblical prophecles reiating to the
Lord's coming in His Prophet, which wmxx truth was his comforter,
he seemed to hear the Lord‘say to"keep it $111 He came. The EKoreshan
litersture which he found at Tthe cable station, left theré‘bj,Korenh
on his first tbip to Pine Iéland, led him to feel that Koresh was
realiy the 1ong—desi:ed Lord of the harvest in His prophet; hence the
ietter he wrote to him. c

As Koresh oxpounded the doctrines of the Lord, from the standroint
of his Scilence of Universology, tears of joy rolled down his checks, and
he would often oxclain, "Masterl Hasteri the Lord is in 1t} The Lord
is in 1t\" He bthen besought us to look no further for laﬁd, but to
come with him, snd seo the land he had neld for hisg Masber.

The query then was how could we all get ﬁheré, 23 his sail boat
was quite too small to cerry us wlth bagpage. Ie said he could bobbow
a larger sailbeoat from some coast-dweller friend, so we conssnted %o
go 1f he could oubtuin bhe boat and the needed supnlies, and this he aid
with alaqrity; and on the morn of January lst, 1894 we started off
with joy in our hearts.

Victorie wes & fine contralto singer of choir fame in Chicago,
and Nary Nills a fine sopreno who had'sung in choirs in Brooklyn and
“St. Louls, end the wrlter sang naturally from the heart but with much
less muelcel 1ns£ruction‘and'dhoir fame. We indulged in much song en
route, to the dslight of our new German friond. He was a tall man,
rather dlstinguiched looking with rather long gray hair and beard,
and minus the sight of one eye. iHis favorite emong our songs was ths

0ld 8Sunday~-school song, "I wlll gulde thes with line Eye." We would

*

e
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8ing 1t over and over for him at his recuest., "Sing it again, my
Sisters," he would say, &nd exclaim: "Haster, the Lord is in it,"
meaning, T thought, in our responding to his invltation. fio secemed
1ike one of the in his state of spﬁritudl exaltation.

Toward sunset we stopped at Mound Key, not far from the mouth
of the Estero River. 'The bay qu”glorified by the sunset; as we made
a beach fire, and then a pot of coffee. We looked in wonder_at the
name of our.saii boaﬁ Which;till then we had not noticed, and found
1t to be "The Guide." Weéll our traveler!'s gulde told us we would next
have to teke his row-boat and that of a fisherman friend, as he and
Elvin would -have to pole us up the Estero River, in the way open
through‘the logs wiﬁh which the river was then filled.

The short winter day was closing with a wonderful sunset light
as.we rowed across the bay, and the brlilllant stars spaﬁk;ed thelir
brightest as we neared the mouth of the river where the poling was to
begin. Our songs were again asked for by Custave. Once the Master
ross for a.change of position and sang the verse of a hymn. It was,
"0h hanpy day that fixed my cholce

on thee my Zavior and my God.
Well may this glowing heart rejolce
And %61l 1%ts rapiure all abroad.”

He sanpg wlth svnet clear tones, and never having heard him sing before,
w8 Were uhrllled by the words and melody. We found poling up the nine
wlles of the windi river!'s length - "sald to have 52 turns" - among
the loge; ond wlth the water as molbten silver, filled with schools of

" mullet radiant with the nhosphorescence, very exciting. The magnificent
wildness of tﬁe abarlit scenes so unique and awesome finaily slleonced

ue sll and held us spell-bound in the cool darkness of tho dszepening

niglht.



At abdut half past ten of January lst, 1894, we stopped et
a 1ittle board lending, tied the boats and climbed the bank of
the'rivar in a tiny pathway from what i1s.now the beputifui
Bamboo Landing #ith fine stone steps leading to,tﬂé broad
parkway above bthe river. A 1little further on we came to-a one-room
cobin with a small attic ‘above the room reached by a short step-
ladder. The cabin had a ffont porch and a back porch, where work
éouid be dﬁne, meals egtén’etc. On the back porch at the south
end .was a broadAshelf the height of the ﬁéble, where we zald on
boxes and sto our méﬂls;

%o were quite cold and weary on arriving, sc that coffee would
tnste good; =nd Custnave made a fire on the ground 1x the reoar of the

cabin and put on wabter to boill; butbt before going further the Master

géthored us_all nesy the fire~light end in words snd bonés most
solemm and sweebt dedicated the land helld for his usze so leng by
Custeve Rmn bto his_coﬁing ¥aster!'s Use) to the descent of the
¥ew Jorusalem whiéh 5t. John sew descending in his visions of the

coming of the King of Kings bto creabe the kingdem of lleaven in sarbhe.

b
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Then we =te bogethsr and prepared for tho night. The chilefl
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wng in the one living-room cabinj the :“aster assignod it to the
thres sisters, wnile He and Gustgﬁ%ﬁ@nd the boy contentsd themasolves
s8a S

with camo cots or niles of o0ld sacks on the floor of the attlc to
whiech thoy climbed by a short step-ladier.

The iaster found it all smusing and kept us busy seaing the
funny‘side of our pioncer situation, and we nesded to soé that, as
the place lacked all common creature comforts. The big bod ﬁas of

rough pine lumber, its only watitress a2 stretch of sall~-cloth, »iled
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with old sails. Vietorims got out her stock of bodding, and
did her best with it to make us all comforteble. Weisisters slept
crosswise of the bede Victorla belng tall, her foet had to rsat
on somo soap boxes. Of chalrs there WﬁPé none,‘bo;es being used
for seats. Be'ng oubt on the water all day nndo us equal to slesplng
nost enywhere. v

The morning dawn Waéjmost woleome to all sager to sec our
.newv‘heavénly home" site;’ There was a little cleabing about the
cabin and a few'citrué trees growing in 1%, rnd Mistave maintained
guitc an array of béehi?es; and frenm thelr honey he derived part of
his liviné income, which he further incressed by sales cf oysters,
when he went f£or supnlies. Mrips to Ft. Fyors sad 3t. Tames, Pine
Island, for our imnediata necessitiss had to be maede by boat almost
immcdiately. Good cots, chairs and beds were sacursd, ohnd o few
dishes, bed scfoens cte. -

Tho lkeen interest we =11 felt in the Haster'e plansg, ~nd doing
our worls, made thé days fly by in grest joy, Ve sav visglons and

dreemed dreams, ns we did all we could with Your hands to make things

«

l1+an and stiractive in simplicity. Tre the first Sunday ocame arnind
the Mastor and Gusbtave hnd wade a 1lititle elaaring near shet is now

callcd the Imperial Landlng, and nlacsd a'great log acrong the blg
diteh - the home of numerous allipgabors - and then they lnvited the
ladiocs te the clearing beyond the log, wherc btho MNaster agrsed to
give us a Sunday discourse.

Crossiné on this log was aqulite a feat Jor us city Qoman,

but we managed to accomplish it, with our soap-~box scats in one

hand and longcheose-cloth vells on heads to keep us from the
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inseckts. With his congrestion of five assermbled, the Master in-

vited the sisters to sing. This we Aid with & most inspliring

pirit. Then the Master enlled down blessings unon us 211, and

nroceeded to discourse on tho descent of the New J%rusalem and
what 3t would sccomplish for humsnity. UHis eloguence was simply
wonderful-his'countenance radiant

with his 11lumined Spirit@ Time was forgotten. It was a day to

" be rememberedl ‘ -

As Brother Gﬁsté&e conbinued olated by the thought of
having a nert in so wonderful an undertaliing zs the Master had
planned: so he was eager bo deed the property over bto bthe Unl by,

4tk the understandling that he and hig son huulﬂ have o home on
it os long as dssired. s the Una*" was ﬁot thoen Incorporeted
the deed was madn oubt to the wwlter, with the understanding that
1t would be turned ovor bto someone ropresenting the Enit@ in
case of her dedath; end she turned over te the Wagter the 4000

to meet the expense of the irmedlate reculrements of the ploneer

buildars the Haster immediately sent Tor te come from the Shicago

home. Among these requirements vns o sloen large encugh Jor the
trangoortation of several pcople end supplles, snd scon the
sloon "Ada" was found in the vleinity mnd purchased. Then

bullders were sent for , these being Bro. John Sargent, Bro.

cr

noch HMorgnn, RBre. Lauritz Petercen.

s

They came gledly end promptly. Thelr worlr neccssiteted a

good ferm team, and the vritcr accomponied the ¥ogter end Vicboric

on a beat-trip to Punta CGerda, heving heeré thet sore horses, a

carloed, hed ccme there by freight from Celorcdo. The Haster and

Victoria had a great love for animals, and were co Tearlese among

them as bo asbonish this timid scribe, who vhen the horse fleld
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was entered for the selection of the team, clung to a fence
dorner, remote from the animals. The Haster and Viectoria made
friends with the horses patting and stroking then lovingly -
which I longed to bs equal to but feared to do. I -once. acked
the Faster Lf Victoria's love for enimals wes something to be
overcome, OY was an‘attainhentvdosirdble. He said a desirable
attn*nment. es the divine kingdom was Lo coma now in tho Haturals

A good teem wos finally selected anﬁ purchased, whick served
the Unity long ‘and woll. REvery trip by beat sdded o few conforts
to tho initial camps The Master and the trio of iisters called in
those days"the Triangle", became more and rore delighted ﬁith the
new situation, which delight kept song aetive with thelr efforts
to make things more homelike. And the Haster showed himself to be
g very practleel worker. With Bro. Gusﬁave, He donred stout cor-
dufoy pents and grubbed rore of & clesaring and traméed twe miles or
more through the pine woods to the K1lan place where he made frién&
with the family aﬂd purchased two 1little black pigs ca2lled "razor-
backs," which he carried baek to our home, one in each hand, making
a very novel bicture to his thres dlscinles who had known him only
in his city garb of black brosdeloth and wnite tie, and always SO
immaculately clean and neat. _

He and CGustave sodn.made a good steut pen for tho 1ittle pigse
The writer had thought pigs rather unclean beasts that had vetter
be left uneaten, and remarked to fha taster, “Is the New Jerusalem
City to begin with building plg-pens etc. ' @e reflied; "Uell, you
want some people to come to bulld the city, don't you? and if they
are coring vou would like to have them have something good to eat,
wouldn't you?" and remarked, "there 1s no healthler betteyheat

to be had dowvn herc" than these razor-beck hogs. lie was always 80

AT S
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ratlonally practical. He defined divine wisdom ohce for a friend
gs "gocd common sense" or "prudence." TLater the Master tramped off

somewhers and returned bringing a rooster and one or two hens, for
wvhich he bullt a coon.

"The Friangle® attended to the domestic aff&m;s, Sr. Maria Mills
being chief camp-cook; the boy Elvin was chief fishermar and rousta-
bout . Mariz was very stout, and cooking over a smoky firé on the
ground, peétered'witb‘biting insects, was not pure fun; so Bro.
.Gustave tﬁied to 11ghten‘ﬁhe lebor by building a sort of log cabin
stove of green.bine-lbgs f41led up to the top, good table height,
«7ith sand, - on which a small hot fire could be bullt and the dutch
aven, @ big hlack lron »nan wlith cover, could be'used and a kevtle
of wator hzated.

Our meals were of the simnlest, meal mush and coffee, fish
'ﬁork and sweet wotatoes, with some canned goods for variety. Once
an ailigator was k1lled and the éliced tail brought in for a meal,
and cocked like veal cutlets; 1t proved to be very good. This seribe
thought 1f the tail was so good, some other part of the "gator” might
te ecnked to the quesn's taste too. So armed with a carving knife,
e wont down to the river bankk where lay the remainag of tha gator,
and abtemnted to carve some of the goladineue body, but found it too
mich tﬁst wos repulsive to the stomach, and returned emnty-handed.

= Vietorio bheing cager to start some cslony-supporting industry,
notlced two or three cashtor beanf trees near by, and beeame thrilled
with the 1des that the ripehesns on them covld be nlanted and a
castor oil érove develored, so she bade us gdther all tﬁe heans we
conld find, ard we'd shell then., So we got industrious and gathered
a 1ot of thz therny-shelled beans, and tore‘cur fingers shelling
them, while the men were working elsewhere. FWhen thery returned, we

lost our *néustrial enthusiasm on being told that ours were not the
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cestor beans of cormerclel use.

In the quiet of the evenings the linster gave us many practical
home-talks on the fuﬁdamentals of our scientific system. Gustave drank
them in - es life-giving water to his thirsty soul = anq we all got to
looking for very immecdlate and marvelous results from the visidns the
Haster gave us of the consequences of the descent of the New Jorusalem

through the acceptance of.the truth hetaught. The commonplace humdrum
of our daily work, and remdining discomforts, probably mede these
visions necessary, and thelr antidipated imnedisteness.

.The insect pests secomed the 1imit at times, and unendurable.
Gustave harbored a couple of big black snakes under the cabln, which he
sald kent the rats from his honey, and more poisonous snakecs away, and
a0 would not have them killed. Having en exbtreme disfust for a snake

of any kind, thié was indeed disciplinary. 1 remewber one time the -
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¥aster mot a tormenting bug in his ear, and our tﬁying to remove it

A i

with swest oil for a long bime, and at last with success. AL another
time a tick baried itself in his chin, and was removed with difficulty
making a bad sors. We had Ho live on high thinking, so as not to
ﬁécome absorbed with the disagreeable, such as insects, heat etc.

iiapria wes wonderfully adaptabls to the needs of our extremely
pioneer situation and took the brunt of the work of making us all as
comfortable as possible, Victoria‘and Maria finally decided to ramsin
witlh Gustave and Tlvin in the little cabin and/:::}us'g for the brothers
from Chicago, while the Masber and tﬁe writer reoturned to Chicago to
arrenge for the departure of some of the home members for the touth.

The writer had a terrible struggle with herself because of the
pleedings of HMavia and Victorie, who thought that she chould remain
there also. The struggle negrly unbalanced her and had it not bsan for
the Master's tender assurances, that He did not wish her to remain thore“

at present, the upset might have been complets. Being still a devoted
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wife and mother 1ln her private home, she had not recched the requisite
willingness essentlal to good service in a primery nucleus of such
portent, yet had a willingness to holp such as were willink to be of it.
Koresh once told me he 4id not wish me to do anythin for him, or his
cause, the Service of his humenity, till reedy to do so fvom my heart,

Yo had many deligntful experiences in the companionship of the

, .Master during the six weeks the Master qnd I remained there, and many

esscnt*al improvoments were made. Elvin, the young toy, had long
heeded motherly oversight and instruction in the care of himself,

- and Vieboria and Maria wore lovely Lo him; and Justave showed Maris

how to bake bread in his old dabtch oven, &nd e had good bread and
honey nnd coffee all the time, and pienty of fiéh and oysters. I sl
remember that one day when sitting near the end of a nlank laid across
the boat, helping Flvin open oysbvers, I rushed my heq T weight too

near the end of the board and dumpsd wyzel? inte the river, much to

trdz
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Eivin's arusement. The boat was tied %o a » ot the bank, and the

water shallow, so no harm vas done.

&3,

Hueh time was spent on the watsr geing beelr and forth to St. James
and Ft. Hyers for nesded tools and Qomfurta. Ta wmads the combined bed
end 1tving room of the one cabin rcally ettractive for those who were
to be left behind, Their checrfulness mnd nioneer courage seemed ‘to
ne wonderful. I canncet pay too highk = tribute to those two brave
Sisters as vioneer home - makers, Both wers such nature ibvers and
both so misicel and artlstic, and ncither efraid of hard vork.

I renember once goling to Pt. ifyers wiitl: the Meater for sunplies,
and that While we wei's gone Vicbtoria and Maria hunitod un all the
solled clothes and had an old-fashioned wash-day, tlaria doing the
washing and Victoria the ironing; and when we came home T found wy
green end white gingham dress looking as if just in from e French

Taundry.

e
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I thin_k“‘\'- that our first boat buy was o big nmallboat and later

t;hé slooi: "pde ’"j—f.‘or T pemember that on one trip to Fi. liyers we wa%
first blown m;;-fft inte the gulf quite e ways and later becslmed for
thirty-six hour\ s out there, when we hadl ‘c;o stay all:.night with no .
place for us toc rest but in the bobtom of tho boat. Howover, with the"_;
Master on ooara‘ y We f‘elt like the dlscinles on the Sea of Calilese s’ith?‘»‘":'
Jesus on board(} I I‘ecall my sense of rest and peszce, with hin sleeping'
there - beyqnf‘.-:i "anythin@ na’g:ur’al 1% ssomed to me ~ while I waichad the
sea znd sky éo serencly, and listened to the booming of 2 dbig "dmme

fish" benesi&th the boat, a sound new %o me.

Pt’“ ‘fyarq wags such a forlorn 1little seaport thon, with rszor-

L
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Sotr rane

baclr ( nri serub cattle st“qg 11ing through 1ts maln street. .LL was, as
X
it 1 &,é now, beautiful for situation, and even then ba,{c)/éome homes Wi
ga,rde{?ns showing mich tropleal beausy and the results of culbure.
Bdl s&ip then had his w:lnter”homa there, surrounded by grounds 1n which
he. was‘%_ planting specimend of eéverything liable to grow therse. MNrs. Hili"‘

of -the\‘cldtime 1511 House. always showed us kindly hosplitality, to the *?

*{oreshasns in the early days, whenever ws stopred in Hyers.

an carl*;r recollections oft:r visits bo tho villnbo were all pl egs:h'ﬁw
I enjo;y ed overy one %o much, and ths boat trips to thoere. Ve got to Imovr z
Mr, Bejé tey qui te well and found him friendly. The ride to Hyers over Ehe :

wood. ‘ rails and tnrough the cvv'ﬂess swamps took five or six hcurs. \ .‘
A 4

Ther" were no efforts apparent anwzher:—z for »ublic improvements , and
no  ew settler'oni's thereecbouts #1111 the Haster came. e being the
Coueritm of the Grend Man of the New Fra was a vortex of .revelution in

human thought wherever he went - whether =0 recogniged or nots

e



