D007 3 .

____ e Citizen, Auburn, New York,
T, Tt

tyln‘ 'Bi n?g:-\q: 7

L
T
'\ i

o
Erki
G

Story by Jean Rademacher
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N 1880, A MORAVIA RESIDENT, Dr,
Cyrus Teed ook the name “Koresh,” 5 biblj-
eal transtation for Cyrus, and founded a utopl-
anereligious community, A

He called his movement, the Koreshan f%}lg
Unity Setifement, vestiges of which can be "-f"",,
seen and studied in Estero, Fla, 38

His futher, Jesse Teed, owned a small busi-
ness in Moravia, which he wmed over to his
son for the colony. The venture failed, the
converts leR, but Teed tried cstablishing
. culonies around the state from Syrcuse to
New York City, aud eventually Chicago before moving
to Flurida in 1394, The Florids property was dunated by
a Gernran seitler, Gustav Dambkobler
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) Teed, une of cight childsen, of Jesse and Sarah Ann (
A / : Tuttle Teed, was born in Delaware County in 1839, He
AN grew up near Utiea and scrved as an opprentice to his $ N
physician uncle, prior 1o joining the Union Army. He grad- PRt '4%‘;. ]
unl(cd from the New York Eclectic Medical, College in ERH TR e
1568, Jersciad
F3 . T was while working in his Insbaratory in 1869, that Dr, el g B3 SRR
: Teed, had Ws visian, & revelation he called a “divine filn 3 iy m&f. AN i o
sination.” e betieved that the Bible was written in sym- g LRl o
iFe is cellatar aml that the eanth 15 a hollow é ki B3y
th the sin as an eleciro-magnet in the conter, 3 X

¢
June ogy, n voluntcer at the Koreshan State {listorie
Site in Estero, Florida, said his i implored him to
“lead the penaple back to true Cly nity.”
Togy said it must have been diffienlt for the city peo-
ple o feave thelr cosmmpe Chieape life fur the fasil,
oty ke and mospuite fnfested “witds "

A7 it was

Flagida, Bt they went, tevertheless, ‘The fullowers
- brosghit thele possexsions, including musical instruments
and hooks via train, steamer and finally 8 sloop up the
Estero River 1o their new home, oy, the art hall shel.
ters mnsical and sclentiffc instruments, artifacts nad painte
ings, tnny by the founder’s son, nis antist of note — Duu-
glas Anthur Teed,

The Koreshan Unfty wos Tnded upan the fdeas of
commmal living md propenty, Whiskey, tobaceo, profanity
ware il tulerated, Wonien were in chiarge of many netive
Hics in the community, but business deatings with out-
siders, was handled by men, There were several levels of
T i in the community inchuding 8 celibate group.
eved in cduention, Children attended school in
. oind i the alternoon, worked as mcssengers
orat vocationa) *jobs™ at the settfement. Community busie
nesses included a print shop, bakery, boat-building business,
machine shop, saw mill, post office smd store where they
sold vegetables, fruhts and jums aud jellies they made.
Community members had the capacity 1o make 600 loaves
ol bread & doy. While most of Othe bread was used with.
in the comnity, some was sohd at the settfement store,
the only store between Naples and Fort Myers,

“They were very enterprisiing, and had their own gene
crated pawer supply, alenting the comnsunity te start up and
shut off of power hy ringing a boll,” Hopg said,

Adults attended ant, docirine and othier lectures, All
were eacouraged 1o study musie and participate in thes
atricals, "They presented cuncests ond plays to which the
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Dr. Cyrus Teed, who betieved he was Immortal, dled In 1908 nt 63,

- The Koroshan Unily, Inc, publishes an sight-pago, blannual papar, *“The American
Eagle,” which s dadicated to the Praservation of Korashan Hislory, Tho Engle flies
In April and Octuber and features nows, history and happenings aboul the
Koreshan Unily and Korashan Stale Historic Site, A subscription Is $5, write

Tead ball
o P.O. Box 97, Eslero, Fla., 33928,
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Story by Jean Rademacher

N'1880, A MORAVIA RESIDENT, Dr.
Cyrus Teed took the name “Koresh,” a bibli-
cal translation for Cyrus, and founded a utopi~
an-religious community.

He called his movement, the Koreshan
Unity Settlement, vestiges of which can be
seen and studied in Estero, Fla.

His father, Jesse Teed, owned a small busi-
ness in Moravia, which he turned over to his
son for the colony. The venture failed, the
converts left, but Teed tricd establishing
colonics around the state from Syracuse to
New York City, anil eventually Chicago before moving
to Florida in 1894, The ‘Florida property was donated by
a1 German settler, Gustav Damkohler

Teed, onc of cight children, of Jesse and Sarah Ann

Tuttle Teed,-was born in Delaware County in 1839. He
grew up ncar Wtica and served as an apprentice to his
physician uncle, prior to joining the Union Army. He grad-
uated from the New York Eclectic Medical College in
1868. . .
It was while working in his laboragory in 1869, that Dr.
Teed, had his vision, a revelation he called a “divine illu-
mination.” He belicved that the Bible was written in sym-
bols, that life is cellular and thit the carth is a hollow
sphere with the sun as an clectro-magnet in the center.

Jane Hogg, u volunicer at the Koreshan State Historic
Site in Estero, Florida, said his vision implored him to
“lead the people back to true Christianity.”

Hogg said it must have been difTicult for the city peo- 4
ple to leave their cosmopolitan Chicago life for the humidd, et L o e
hot, snuke and mosquito infested “ywilderness™ that was : a .
Florida. But they went, nevertheless. The followers
brought their possessions, including musical instruments
and books via train, steamer and finally a sloop up the
Estero River to their new home. Today, the art hatl shel-

ters musical and scientific instruments, artifacts and paint-
ings, many by the founder’s son, an artist of notec — Dou-
glas Arthur Teed. .

The Koreshan Unity was founded upon the ideas of
communal living and property. Whiskey, tobacco, profanity
were not tolerated. Women were in charge of many activ-
itics in the community, but business dealings with out-
siders, was handled by men. There were several levels of :
membership in the community including a celibate group. Co

Teed believed in education, Children attended school in :
the morning, and in the afternoon, worked as messengers
or at vocational “jobs” at the settlement. Community busi-
nesses included a print shop, bakery, boat-building business,
machine shop, saw mill, post office and store where they |
sold vegetables, fruits and jams and jellics they made.
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“We have more than 100 years of five réfnamn_ig members ﬁnﬁl the last,

records, plus artifacts, books, pho- -
She recalls her grandfather was in -
charge of fishing. “When the boats
- returned to the settlement, the women

* Mrs. Hotne says her grandfatfier

and father heard the charismatic Dr.
‘Teed lectire in San Francisco: They
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Koreshan Unity Foundation, Inc. Jo
- Bigelow is president and Evelyn Home

~_toric site is a building housing the
‘journeye

‘reconstructing and restoring the set-

- tlement;
e

* nial in January 1994.
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