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passes over it, and canoes and
kayaks can continue even farther
east.

“We all knew it was going to hap-
pen,” said Chris Stratton, conserva-
tion chairman for the local chapter
of the Audubon Society, which owns
acreageontheriver. .

“As long as the developers follow
the rules, we can't really complain,”
she said. “But we want to make sure
that information about it is shared,
and all the regulationsare met.”

The acreage the developers are
acquiring also includes a majority of
lands now owned by the Koreshan
Unity Foundation Inc., as well as
most of Chapel Ridge, a natural line
of high-elevation sand dunes lying
between Estero Bay and Haliway
Creek, a tributary to the Estero
River.

George Romese, an official inthe
agency that oversees the state’s Con-
servation and Recreational Land ac-
quisition program, said much of the
property is on the state’s list for pur-
chase, but hasa very low priority.

Neither officials for WCI, the
land-development arm of Westing-

. house Electric Corp., nor Atlantic
_Gulf, suécessor to the General Devel-
opment Corp., are willing to discuss
what plans they may have for the
land.

WCI is the parent of the 2,400-
acre Pelican Landing development,
immediately south of 'the lands in
question, as well as of the Gateway
community, east of Fort Myers, and
the Pelican Bay, Pelican Marsh and

Pelican Isle developments in North-

Naples.

Miami-based Atlantic Gulf is one
of the largest real estate devel-
opment companies in the country.
Currently, it owns 67,000 acres in
Florida, and another 5,500 acres in
Tennessee. Its predecessor, GDC,
developed the communities of Port
Charlotte and Port Labelle, among
many others.

Both Atlantic Gulf and Westing-

- house Electric are publicly traded
companies.

Atlantic Gulf is on NASDAQ and
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WATER WATCHER: A blue heron watches afternoon boat traffic
on the Estero River, across from property now controlled by WCI
Communities. The company, along with Atlantic Gulf Communities
Corp., has been acquiring acreage along the river's south bank.

“No plans have yet been
made for the acreage,
and the company will not
comment on any other
acreage purchases that
may be under
consideration.”

KITTY GREEN
WCI director
for special projects

around 14.

Much of the property under WCI
control currently is zoned for resi-
dential use. Much of the Atlantic Gulf
acreage is zoned agricultural and
subject to agricultural exemptions

- from property taxes.

While the westernmost areas are
wet and covered with mangroves,
much of the rest is flatland filled with
pines or arid, almost desertf-like,
highland.

Thursday, Kitty Green, WCI's di-
rector for special projects, said,
“Qver the last year, Pelican Landing
has purchased approximately 134
acres west of U.S. 41 in Estero. The
acreage was purchased in four trans-
actions: two with the Koreshan Unity
Foundation, one’ with William G.

is listed in the News-Press as AtIGulf - “Campbel], and another with Ann,
and is trading around 10. Westing-
house is on the New York Stock Ex-
change, is WstgEl and is trading

Thomasand Edward Kelly.
“No plans have yetbeen made for
the acreage, and the company will

Firms aren’t discussing plans

not comment on any other acreage
purchases that may be under consid-
eration.”

A review of the land records at
the Lee County clerk’s office shows
that only one small tract among hun-
dreds in the area is held in the name
of either developer.

In October 1993, Pelican Landing
Community Inc., a subsidiary of WCI
Communities, purchased 12.36 acres
at the western end of Corkscrew
Road from the Koreshan foundation.
It paid $275,000, or $22,500 anacre.

Subsequently, a trust adminis-
tered by Fort Myers attorney Jay
Brett paid nearly $3 million for an-
other 120 acres along the river. The
purchases included one from the
Koreshan foundation for 12.13 acres.
The price: $285,000. A member of the
foundation said Westinghouse has a
contract to purchase an additional
150 acres.

Jo Bigelow, Koreshan Unity's
president, said, “I have no comment
tomake about any of our business.”

Jack Sims, a Naples real estate
broker who has managed several
land trusts in Estero since the 1980s,
said he has been working asan agent
of Atlantic Gulf to acquire title to the
numerous tracts along the Chapel
Ridge.

He said to date the rights have
been obtained to at least 600 acres. If
other contracts can be finalized, the
number could reach about 1,000
acres.

The bulk of the property includes

tracts that he and Timothy Hains, a"

Naples attorney, have held in trust
for years.

David Kersey, trustee for 203
acres that skirts Pelican Landing
property north of Coconut Road, said
Atlantic Gulf signed an agreement
with him this summer to buy his
holdingsbefore the end of 1995.

Kersey's tracts are the ones that
Affcom Inc., a Delaware-based com-
pany, sought a year ago to develop
into a nudist resort. Affcom’s option
on the property lapsed earlier this
year.

The north bank of the river is
mostly developed with communities
of manufactured homes.
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Wells' news conference and many
gasped and sobbed as Wells said Smith
would be charged with murder.

Alex and Michael’s great-grand-
mother expressed shock at the
events.

1 just couldn't imagine that Su-
san would do that. She always
seemed to be such a devoted
mother,” Sara Singleton said in an
interview with KNBC-TV from Syl-
mar, Calif. Her grandson, David
Smith, isthe boys’ father.

As late as Tuesday, Wells said he
was treating the case “as a carjacking
that happened as it was reported,”
though investigators were perplexed
about how the car and the boys could
have vanished so completely.

On Wednesday, investigators
searched Smith’s home and took
away several bags. Authorities had
refused to comment on what they
were looking for. There also had
been reports that Smith had taken a
lie-detector test and that the results
were inconclusive.

Smith told authorities an armed

man had jumped into he
stoplight in a sparsely

area at the edge of town, 0
to drive several miles, tt
her out and took off with hu
stilistrapped in their safetf;

“Our lives have been
by this tragic event,” Smit
lier this week, her estre
band, David, by herside.

The couple filed for
September, and Smith w.
custody of the two childre:

Smith had been on k
visit her friend, Mitch Si
night the children di
Wellssaid earlierinthe w
was not a suspect.

Smith, who is white,
the carjackerasan armed
wearingaknit cap.

The unraveling of Sn
bears similarities to the 1!
Stuart murder case in
which Stuart, a white m:
lice a black man shot hi
wife to death. Stuart later
his death from a bridge &
torszeroedinonhimasth
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Late-season storm for

The Associated Press

CORAL GABLES — Tropical
Storm Florence formed in the Atlan-
ticon Thursday evening, the first

- time in five years a storm formed so

late in the Atlantic hurricane season,
forecasterssaid. .

Florence is the sixth tropical
storm of the season, which lasts from
June 1 until Nov. 30.

At 10 p.m., the storm was located
at 26.1 degrees north latitude and
52.6 degrees west longitude, or about
840 milessoutheast of Bermuda.

The storm posed no immediate
threat to land, said hurricane special-

ist Lixion Avila at the Nat
cane Centerinsuburban M
Avila said the last trop!
form this late in the seaso:
cal Storm Karen, on Nov. 2
“The active part of
goes from August to O
we've had many tropice
the past in November,”
1985, Hurricane Kate ¢
United States, and in 1f
Hurricane Liliaround Ch
Florence's maximur
winds were 40 mph — th
strength for a tropical s
casters said Florence °
toward the northwest at ¢




