Interview # 15- Mrs. Evelyn Horne, Koreshan Authority-Feb. 27, 1990

Today is February 27, 1990 and we are here at the Koreshan Library located at the
northeast corner at the intersection of Corkscrew Road and US 41 to interview Mrs.
Evelyn Luettich Home for the Fort Myers Beach Oral History Program. Mrs. Horne, now
of Estero. Flovida was born on Mound Key in 1922 and is a descendent of Koreshan
families who settled Mound Key and Estero Island, now known as Fort Myers Beach.

We are going to let, may I call you Evelyn, and you will ¢call me Jack, if you would please.
This is Jack Remington, Jack and Martha Remington, conducting this interview. So, we
are going 1o ask Evelyn to give us a history of the Koreshan Unity in its earliest days and
bring us up to her coming into the world and being a part of Fort Myers Beach. Now this
project that we're working on , is a history of Fort Myers Beach with background music(?)
for the Koreshans because they were settlers before Fort Myers Beach was what we know
it as today. So, if you Would Mirs. Horne, go ahead, if you would please.

I'm Evelyn Luettich Horne. I was born on Mound Key, August 11, 1922. My Doctor
Parnell arrived by boat rom Fort Myers to deliver. My parents came to Mound Key, June
14, 1913, Charles and Dora Luettich.

Tack Remington: You were born on Mound Key, then.

Fvelyn Horme: They came to their new home which was a 40 f. houseboat. They docked
it at the southeast end of Mound Key. the island. Tt was beached on the south side. My
Dad built fishing docks and net spreads, where he spread his nets for the fishing, The
Koreshan Unity owned Mound Key, except for 10 to 12 individual neighbors, who also
owned their land. My parents and uncles are all on the map of Rolfe Schell's book, on page
18 or 19 and you can see it.

Tack Remington: Mrs. Horne, the title ol Rolfe book, Rolfe Schell's book is entitled "One
Thousand Years on Mound Key". Excuse me.

Evelyn Home: And I was there before Rolph was and here's his autograph "To Evelyn,
who was there before I was aware of me.” Mound Key God Bless you, Rolfe Schell.

Tack Remington: (Laughter) Very good.

Fvelyn Horne: So anyway, the Koreshans owned the land and the neighbors who owned
the land, the Koreshans later acquired from my own father. The Luettichs, Alvarez, the
Sacos, they were all my uncles. The Fernandez were my grandparents. Then the Cuff
family, the Lesmonts was another uncle. The Colliers: John Furan, Stanley Hampton,
ITarv, Bill and Frank Johnson. And John Furan's daughter was Flora Furan Carmichael, a
teacher in Fort Myers, Florida and then she owned her father's land.

Tack Remington: They all had title to Jand.



Evelyn Home: Yes. we got the deeds.
Tack Remington: [ see. You have the deeds right here in this library.

Evelyn Home: Yes, the Koreshans bought it from them. Okay, well that's the beginning of
littls ole me. . already have two sisters, Henrietta and Mary Luettich, who were born on
the islanid. Henrietla was born in 1914 and Mary in 1916. So we three daughters were
born on that island. And then our parents, they had to move up to Estero in 1925 for the
daughters to continue their education. They had already went to school , to Damkohler
School on Mound Key. So, the school closed in that year, 1925.

Martha Remington: Was their teacher living on Mound Key or did the teacher come by
boat.

Evelyn Horne: The teacher lived there, I guess with some of the families. 1 know her
name, she lives out on East Fort Myers today, she's still out there. And then she came to
Estero and taught me in first grade.

Jack Remington: Tl be darned. Now, how many students were there, how many children
were there on the island at that time.

-

Evelyn Horne: Well, my sister has a picture with maybe 16 children in that little one room
schoolroom. Yes.

Martha Reminglon: Was it a part of the Koreshan. the school. -

Evelyn Horne: Damkohler was who Koreshans acquired the land from. Oh, 305 acres
here. It was a gift to the people. In 1965 the Koreshan Unity gave to the state of Florida.
All of us.

Jack Remington: The whole island.

Fvelyn Horne: Except these three who were at Mound Fail (7)

Jack Remington: Oh, okay, I'm ahead of the story here.

Evelyn Home: There were three. There's Furan Carmichael, is here name and Calvin
Callier and Stanley Hansen, Jr. But now I learned in later years, they acquired the Furan
property and the Stanley Hansen and this Collier still owns it. And Calvin Collier died a
couple of years ago and now his two sons own it, Mickey Collier and Jay Collier.

Tack Remington: On Mound Key, they have--

Fvelyn Horme: Yes. they still own it.

Jack Remington: How many acres--how much property is that? An acre or----
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Fvelyn Home: No, probably three to five acres.

Tack Remington: Three to five acres.

Anonymous: Is the Sheraton family sold?

Evelyn Horne: Oh yeah, they sold to Koreshan Unity many years ago.
Tack Remington: Frank Scott. |

Evelyn Home: Frank Scott.

Tack Remington: That's before whom though Johnson Park is named and Blythe Irvin,
isn't it?

Evelva Homne: That park is Carl Johnson, the big engineer.
Jack Remington: That's correct. Carl Johnson.

Fwvelyn Horne: This Johnson family lived down here at Coconut. Several still there and
were good friends and ---

Tack Remington: Well, who was Car] Johnson related to then?

Evelyn Home: No, no relation whatever and his widow still lives in Fort Myers, she's on
our mailing list. So---

Tack Remington: She was not, they were not Koreshans then, Carl Johnson?
FEvelyn Horne: No, fiiends of Koreshans.

Tack Remington: I see, friends of Koreshans. Now how did the people on Mound Key
exist? What was their livelihood? How did they--

FEvelyn Horne: Fishing industry. And they farmed. Koreshans farmed there, oh big crops
of sweet potatoes. And than there was tropical {ruits growing there, the key limes, the

papavas. Avocados grew so well there, the Koreshans having avocado groves there.

Jack Reminglon: What is the size of Mound Key now? How many acres do you
remember?

Evelvn Horne: About a 100.

Tack Remington: About a 100 acres.



Martha Remington: We didn't realize it was that large, you know. We been over there
hut--

Jack Remington: Now did they, did they do any farming on Estero Island, then, during that
time when they--7 |

Evelyn Horne: The Koreshans?

Jack Remington: Yeah. Or were they strictly confined to palm ?

Lamoreaw X : ‘
Evelyn Horne: Roy Iamray had the papaya groves and he weathered one of the worst
hurricanes in the top of the coconut tree, this Roy Famsoy. He grew tropical fruits over
there on Fort Myers Beach. ' Lamoreacy

Jack Remington: On Estero Island, which is now Fort Myers Beach.

Evetyn Horne: And he and Edith Trebel. who was a former Koreshan, had the Tropical
Fruils and Products Company here in Estero, Florida on the Highway 41. And they
preserved all these tropical fruits, and she made candies out of each and every fruit. Iwas
telling someone just recently how she stuffed the roseapples with its own fruit and nuts
and brown sugar. Oh they were delicious! And she shipped all this to the Waldorf
Astoria, in New York who was a former Koreshan , Boomer.

Tack Remington: A man by the name of Boomer?

Evelyn Horne: Louis Boomer. He was over lwenly years President of the Waldorf Astoria
and drew a larger salary than the President of the United States. Now my Dad told me
this, that's how [ knew. And Dad and Mr. Boomer were boys together here in the
Koreshan Unity. Lifelong friends. So--the parents came here so we could go to school in
the beautiful two story house right across the highway, the road here from Corkscrew Road

from this beautiful Library. That's where I grew up. We weathered the hurricane, the
1926 Hurricane there and that house blew off the foundation. And we were in a brand
new Model T 1926 Touring Ford. We finished that hurricane in that Ford and we went a
quarter of a mile, right through the pine woods. (Laughter)

And then we get back to Thomas Edison, I knew him as a child. He would come to my
father's house on Sunday afternoons and visil. Because my Dad had a rubber tree as large
as the one in the gardens, in the Edison gardens.

Jack Remington: A Banyan
Evelyn Horme: No, the rubber tree.

Jack Remington: Didn't you also have a banyan trec? [ think I read--



Evelyn Horne: Yes. So anyway, but my Dad was a friend of Thomas Edisons’. And than
one Christmas the Koreshans had such an orchestra and Dad loved the music. My Dad
played five or six musical instruments. And his children were taught, I don't if they-- My
Dad never read a note of music. He played by ear. The accordion, the piano, stringed
music. So anyway, one Christmas he said " We're going to Fort Myers to hear the
orchestra”. The Koreshan Orchestra would go up there, they came from all over. And it
was where City Hall was in the '40s, the city park. And--we drove in there and parked, in
this Ford Touring Car. (Laughter) And, there was a lighted Christmas Tree. We had
never saw electric lights in our lives. And I think I was about ten years old. This beautiful,
you know what, they live out the Norfolk Island pine and they're just ---

Jack Remington: That was their Christmas Tree.

Evelyn Florne: That was their Christmas Tree, hugh and tall, maybe 50 foot high. And so
all to see a lighted Christmas Tree. So we all, they had folding chairs. We sit and listen to
beautiful music. And then it was Santa Claus time and sitting at the base of this big,
beautiful lighted Christmas Tree was Thomas Edison giving each child a little gift.

Tack Remington: That was greal.

Evelyn Horne: And Henry Ford, a shiny new dime to each child. (Laughter) Wasn't that
the thrill of your life. It must have been. And then coming home on this darkened
Highway 41. back home to Estero. But, that was a dream of a lifetime for a child.

Martha Remington: Oh, sure.

Evelvn Horne: To see its first Christmas Treg, Hallelujah! Now take ten(?) And then I saw
my first movie when [ was about twelve. And it was a Shirley Temp!e movie, ohhh, so
bheautiful —-to see a movie. (Laughter) Probably black and white.

Jack Remington: Undoubtedly, there weren't any color. Now you said Highway 41, that
wae called South Trail. yes?

Fvelyn Horne: Well it was the Tamiami Trail.
Jack Remington: Well, the Tamiami Trail, correct.

Tvelvn Horne: And than, I knew several of those who blazed that trail. There was three,
four Koreshans, Koreshan men who were in that party who blazed the trail.

So, my life was wound around the Koreshan Unity. My Dad being a boy here, and how
he loved this place and the close touch. The children grew up, they left this Koreshan
Unity (o find their way of life. The boys went out and married girls also in the community.
My Dad married Dora Fernandez, who was a--they came {rom Portugal to that island,
Mound Key. That's where they settled when they came. And my Dad came from



California, from San Diego, California o Chicago, where they joined the Koreshan Unity.
He had heard Doctor Teed lecture in California.

Martha Remington: But that was your grandfather, Mel.

Tvelyn Horne: Yes, and my father, an eight year old boy. And than they followed Doctor
Teed. And than they left Dec.ember 1894. They came to Estero, Florida. My Dad was
with the second group, like 22 came and so many kept coming until they were about 250
people. And they seltled in Estero, Florida. :

Jack Remington: Could you give us a brief history of the Koreshan Church as a group as it
was formed or what their Faith---

Martha Remington: Or what their tenets were.

Jack Remington: Yes.

Evelyn Horne: Was it 250 people that settled here , in Estero, Florida. Acquired the land
from Mr. Danforth. The religion---

Tack Remington: I asking now, Dr. Teed, yes he organized this in Chicago.

Evelyn Horne: Yes, Dr. Teed had a vision believing he lived inside the world. The earth
was a hollow sphere and we were on the inside. That was his illumination. And he was a
medical doctor. He was a Baptist Minister. He had learned it from an uncle and he--the
group, the big home in Chicago that they had started on Third and Fourth Place in

Chicago. Tt was named and the group--
Jack Remington: Mow, this was what year?

Evelyn Horne:---- the group got larger and laig,ex 1893. Dr. Teed came with the three
ladies he called the triangle. Was Mary Neafé the Secretary and we're going to celebrate
her birthday, Victoria Graffa now in April 7th right over here at the State Park. We have
this festival each and every year and (Georgine Boomer not Georgine Boomer ---
Berthaldine Boomer.

Tack Remington: Berthaldine.

Tivelyn Home: Ahah. And that was the three ladies, the triangle. And.they came to Florida
lo acquire the land. And they met Mr. Damkohler over---in Punta Rassa. There was a
hotel over there and that's where they met Damkohler. And so they talked it over and went
back to Chicago. And so than, in the next fall of that year they came to Estero and started
bringing the people. They had a move you can not believe. All this beautiful furniture you
see around here.  All these antiques, they brought each and every thing they owned to
Fstero (?) by train to Punta Gorda and than from Punta Gorda by boat up the
Caloosahatehee, San Carlos u&;he Estero River where they arrived here at the Bamboo
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Landing over here at the Koreshan Garden. So my father was only eight years old and a
boy. He grew up in this Koreshan Unity all these years without a mother but the teachers
were just beautiful. The teachers that he had in this school, they were going to get the
founders home restored now. We're working on it, our Koreshan Alliance, our friends of
Koreshans. And so, it will be beautiful, that founders home. Tsit in the class here where
they were planning and everything and I said "Oh, the house of many porches". They
would build a porch and tear it off next year and build some more. ( Laughter) So when
the gal wrote about it in the News Press not too long ago, I was I was the one that said that,
"the house of many porches". So when it is restored, it will have two porches. I think the
East Porch will be like a front door and the porch to the river, where they came from the

Bamboo Landing.

And so then the teachings, they had the school. The little girls went to school each and
every morning. No, I got it wrong, the boys went to school every mormning. So the
afternoons they could spend working the truck garden that they had here, working on the
tropical trees and all their chores, the boating and they learned other skills, boat building,
cabinet making and all these things. So than the little girls went to school in the afternoons
where they had their sewing classes and their fun-- : '

Jack Remington: All practical stuff, they did.

"

Evelyn Homne: Yes, practical. When these boys left this community they all had a trade
and the printing trade was the biggest thing, the money that came into the community.

Tack Remington: T see.

Evelyn Horne: We were the largest printers in this end of Florida, to---from Tampa north
to Miami south. ‘ |

Tack Remington: Is that right.

Evelyn Horne: Of the printing trade. They even printed the school year books for Fort
Muyers, Florida. Yes, and I researched all that. And--- then when the boys grew up, I want
to tell you how they left here to find their way of life. Many went to Miami for music and

the printing, and they went to New York and Chicago, the daughters especially.

Tack Remington: Now did they go as missionaries for the Koreshan Community or did
they separate themselves.

Evelyn Home: Well, they believed it and taught it all their lives.
Tack Remington: But I mean did they--
Evelyn Horne: They went on their on.

Jack Remington: They went on their on,



Evelyn Home: The family members. Yes. But what a tight family group the Koreshans
were. They came back. Each year we had celebrations. The lunar festival, now in April,
hecause that's Victoria's birthday, April the 12th. (Laughter) And than the solar festival in
October which was Dr. Teed's birthday, October the 18th. So the closest Saturday, we
have that big celebration. And I work in the Koreshan kitchen and dining hall over here in
the State Park. I lecture and tell the history and sell the baked goods and recipes I've
collected through the years, the Koreshan recipes. The miost famous is their ginger cookie.
[ could never bake enough to sell them (Laughter) It's one big bake sale. .

Jack Remington: Now is the Koreshan-—Church, is that what you call it, was it--the
relation---is it still active. Now did you have services or ---

Evelyn Home: No, not anymore. Not since about in the forties.

Tack Remington: [ see.

Evelyn Home: When Miss Michel came here, they didn't have it any longer. But as a child
[ went to IsfhE-Hall each and every Sunday evening of my life. Daddy took us to hear

the beautiful music and the poetry. They read poetry and they read Dr. Teed's lectures, his
t¢achings, and that was the religious part of it. He wrote beautiful religious--- writings that

any Protestant can read and understand.
So--—-we looked forward to going to that art hall, really. it was beautiful,

Tack Remington: Yes, now than--- they came to Estero. And than, did they go to Mound
Key from Estero, than? :

Evelyn Home: Yeah, they acquired land over there and settled over there. And the
fishermen stayed there. See my father and grandfather, they caught the fish to feed the
250 families. And my Dad, he----my grandfather sank the boat, the Ada, because he put

3000---5000 clams on one boat (laughter) and they sunk the boat. They were so hungry
for the good food and you know our Florida clams are 10 inches across, not like the little

cherry clams in the north.
Martha Remington: Dr. Teed was buried than on the beach?

Fvelyn Homne: On the south end of Fort Myers Beach He died December the 22nd, 19---
where did T get that 1908. Yeah. '

JTack Remington: Ah huh. Now why was he----your establishment was mostly here on
istern---- .

Fvelyn Horne: Because they had a big recreational home over there, a beautiful two story
home on the end of that beach where the Koreshans' went for their recreation. They



would go spend several days at a time lo get away from the traffic and the work here at the
unitv', '

Jack Remington: Yes, was that where the Holiday Inn is now or can you relate it to
anything?

Evelyn Horne: Sure I can. On the other side.
Jack Remington: On the Bay side.

Evelyn Home: Yeah

Tack Remington: On the Bay side and up north in the Matanzas Pass area. Ah huh

Evelyn Horne: And than after Dr. Teed died, they built a little cottage, and my father
stayed there, one of the head ones that walched the tomb. And different men would come

and stay. ‘

Tack Remington: That cottage--is that cottage still there, but it was there 'til almost--just
recently?

Evelyn Horne: Yeah, got pictures of it.
Martha Remington: No, not the same one.

Tack Remington: Oh, not the same one.

Martha Remington: There was another one that's up acro;s from the Gulf View Shops.
Tack Remington: Yeah, yeah.

Evelyn Home: Oh, it's still there.

Tack Remington: It's still there.

Evelyn Horne: The Rising Tide, yeah. That was our recreation in later years, where the
Koreshans went and stayed. And when we got house gucsts-----Ernie Kramer, famous
architect from Germany. When we would get house guests, come over here to visit Miss

H‘H@t‘]‘ﬁt‘hd drieh Michel, we would take them to the island, Fort Myers Beach for their vacation.
eduli j

Jack Remington: 1 see.

Fvelyn Horne: People from New York came, our doctors, our family, our friends. We
would take them to Fort Myers Beach.

Tack Remington: That was their recreational house--



Fvelyn Horne: We had big parties down there ol the Fort Myers News Press. our best .
Correspondent. I was a correspondent [or the News Pregs for'15 years. (?) of Estero, by
Evelyn Home.

Jack Remington: OR yeah.

Martha Remington: But than was there a constant watch at the tomb?
Evelyn Horne: For a long time. Until the hurricane of 1921, it washed away.
Jack Rcﬁu’ngton: What was the tomb physically--

Evelyn Horne- Cyrus Shepard, Stone of Israel. That was the stone down there and it was a
little concrete fomb, they built.

Martha Remington: Was it above ground?

Evelyn Horne: Yes about a six by ten, Yeah, we have pictures of it. And he was buried
there and this horrible hurricane came in 1921 and washed it all out.

Martha Remington: But you were able to retain the---
Evelyn Horne: To save the marker. Yes that's the only thing,

Tack Remington: Now, do we have that in our library? .

Evelyn Horne: They landscaped around it and have coconut palms all around it and it was
quite picturesque.

Tack Remington: Do we have pictures in our librarv or 3 book on this in our library at the
beach?

C-L//q/dr
[ivelyn Home: You've gol the Saytor Cosmogeny and that was the Koreshan textbook, it's
over there,
Tack Remingfon: Does that have the pictures of the tomb or anything on i1?
Ivelyn Horne: Yes

Tack Remington: Okay, so if anyone wants (o refer to that, they can get more information,

Marthg Remington: I don't know if it ?) did you? The pictures for her of the tomb and
the house, do you remember?

Evelyn Home: I don't know, it was when some celebration of Fort Myers Beach.
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Martha Remington: Recause she had----
Evelyn Horne: --she had copies made.

Martha Remington: She said she has a photocopy of the news clipping of the large house
at the beach and where jt was and the location of the tombp.

Evelyn Horne: Yes, it's on the southeast end.
Martha Remington: She had wondered where it was.

Tack Remington: The fomb was on the southeast end of the island. ---on San Carlos Bay
Evelyn Horne: Yes, on the bay side. Yes.

Tack Remington: On San Carlos Bay, there. Okay.

Evelyn Horne: At the point almost, because as a child--

Tack Remington: Where the bridge is--

- Evelyn Horne: ---we had picnics: we stood there. you know. It was at the point,
Tack Remingfon: Wﬁere the bridge is now?

Evelyn Horne: Where that big marina is over there on---,

Tack Reming(on: Oh, Fishtail Marina.

Evelyn Horne: Fishtail Marina. That was the first thing that was built. See

Tack Remingfon: T see. And that land than, Santini---Leonardo Santini bought that,
Fvelyn Horne: Yes, he was a close friend, he and his wife fo my Dad and Mother.
Jack Remington: He bought it from the Koreshan's than?

Fvelyn Flome: Yes,

Jack Remington: Okay, that gets us oriented there.

Martha Remington: Yes, that Wwas a question that ﬁmnted an answer,

Tack Remington: Now, Evelyn, the Koreshan's came from Chicago down here and there
were roughly 250 ol them, did you say?



Evelyn Homne: Yes.

Jack Remington: And from what parts of the country-- they didn't all come from Chicago?
But your family came from California--

Evelyn Horne: My grandfather heard Dr. Teed lecture in California. And the Koreshan's
started a movement there also. So than those people camie to Chicago and joined the
gtoup. But the people came from all over. One man, a machinist, who took care of our
power plant and all, he came from Copenhagen, Denmark, Alfred Christiansen. Beautifu]
person, he was. But the Koreshan members were well educated people. They really
Wwere, and that was their love of music. They played cvery musical instrument there was.
Have you ever been over in our art hall? We have quite a few of the instruments there,
Steinway piano. And they all learned the music and the arts. This Burton Boomer was a
beautiful was a beautiful artist,. And she---me growing up a grahddaughter of Koreshans,
and watching her, the paintings. Oh she inspired me to paint. And than I studied painting-
----and for about ten years, private lessons, studied the old Dutch Masters. And I learned
all I wanted to, to amuse my own self. And than I started teaching classes at the Estero
United Methodist Church, summer, children about 30 of them. And they learned painting
and just allowed (0--

Tack Remington: Now a good part of the income for the Koreshans was from the---
Evelyn Horne: --the print shop.

Tack Remington: The print shop plus you said the farming that was going on on Mound
Key? )

Evelyn Horne: The truck farming, yes, but that was mostly their food
Tack Remington:--the fishing, Oh, just for themselves.

Evelyn Horne: Yes, that was for themselves.

Tack Remington: Oh, they didu't sell that,

Evelyn Horne: But honey, they raised a lof of honey and we sold the honev. And the
tropical gardene, ~hat 4 nursery they had.

Tack Remington: 1 see.

Evelyn Home: Now the plants went all over the state of Florida, beautifu] plants and the
horticulture, They always had a head man, head of the horticulture. And than the boys all
learned that also. And the tropical fruits, they'd bring the trees in from the experimenta]
stations in Tomestead and north of here, Gainesville. And plants came from all over the
world, because they ordered seeds, the melaleuca. that everyone is swearing about
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(Laughter), the cajeput trees, they brought here from Australia in 1912, Allen Andrew
took the credit, and he wrote his book over there "Yankee Pioneer in Florida”. The Yank

Pioneer in Florida, Allen Andrew.

Jack Remington: Now, you mentioned changing the schools and so on. Were they, were
they necessarily a part of [ ce County' s educational System? :

Evelyn Home: No, it was not. It was a private consort,
Jack Remington: You had your own schools.

Evelyn Home: Yeoge---

Jack Remington: which---other faiths have their own schools today, same sort of
arrangement. .

Evelyn Horne: Yes. Other religions have private schools,
Martha Remington: Did that go through the eighth grade or Just----
Evelyn Horne: I think s0.

Jack Remington: This interview with Mirs. Evelyn Horne, an-authority on the Koreshan
Unity is continued on the other side this tape. .

This is the continuation ol Side B of the February 27, 1990 laped interview with Koreshan
Unity authority Mrs. Evelyn Horne. This tape 1s one of many made by "The Friends of the
Beach Library" to document some of the history of Fort Myers Beach. Now we continue

Evelyn Home: My Dad had a good education. He was well voiced and read, they loved 1o
read, and the music,

Jack Remington: Now how about your------- doctors and su on, what was their philosophy
on medicine. You see, Dr. Teed was he a medical doctor?

Evelyn Home: He was a medical doclor.
Jack Remington: He was a medical doctor.,

Evelyn Home: And Baptist Minister. Dr. Teed had a little sister in the north, that's another
whole chapter I could tell about. She was the dearest, cutest liitle thing. And she was one
of the teachers in the school. But she grew her herbal garden all outside her front dooy and
there will be a wall around that Founders Home like it was back in those years. And
Emma Norton grew the herbs in there. \nd she mixed home remudies, medicings, oh boy
she was quite a doctor. (Laughter). But---yes they belicved in medicine, And, but we had
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the chiropractor doctors t0o, we had a sanitarium down the Estero River, west. And oh
that was really something else. T hey had their nurses. They had their own cook and they
did the foods, They had a separatc building out back for kitchen and dining room.

Martha Remington: When you said the sanitarium, was that for tuberculosis or---

Evelyn Horne: Any sickness. Arthritic, mostly the elderly people. They had to go by
boat to that sanitarium, imagine, :

Tack Remington: To get there.

Evelyn Home: Yeah,

Tack Remington: There were no roads or anything,

Martha Remington: To be admitted, must you be a Koreshan? --—to the sanitarium.

Evelyn Horne: --Sanitarium, friends came from Fort Myers, yeah and we had a Doctor
David Richards. They had their own dentist, Frank Wilson, Oh, he was a dear man,
Filled everv tooth in my head. (Laughter)

And--but the Koreshans were really educated people. I mean from all walks of life, the
ones [ knew. Iknew about 50 original Koreshans, because I went to work there in 1940,
Its going 1o he 50 years, (laughter) ------ this year. -

Tack Remington: Don't give away your age.

Evelyn Hormne: Oh Tve got to make 50 years.

Martha Remington: 1 like fo see any reason why you want.

Jack Remington: Well now, your family, what happened---did you have children?

Evelyn Horne: I had two beautiful children, I'm so proud now. My son Billy is an
executive for Winn Dixie, Over 20 year man; went to high school with a white shirt each
day 1o go to work at that store. He was a bag boy to an executive today. And our
daughter, Darlene, she's a beautiful daughter. She has two children; my son had three.
And Darlenete worling fae s e sempany, 3 manulacturing company down in Bonila
Springs that's going to manufacture a little part like this that culs off the electrical gas
Pumps. Turns them on and cufs them off. Darlene going to be making these things. A
new---brand new outfit. She Just started to work, but she worked all her life down at
Estero Woods retirement village. She was their head housckecper with many girls under

her. So we have friends all over. My two children.

Do you want (o hear about my brothers and sisters----my brother Charlie Luettich, Jr. He
learned the printing trade (rom the Korcshan Guiding Star Publishing House. When he

14



came home from the War, it was training on the Job for Charlie and he went 0 work gver
at the Koreshan printing house. Now wasn't that something.

Jack Remington: Hum
Evelyn Horne: And he learned the trade. And today he owng the bigaest printing in Suuty
Florida, Prefis Printing Company. You've heard of it?

ress

Jack Remington: I believe T have,

Evelyn Horne: The whole beach (?). And he emplovs 52 peeple. It's a bigaie. But Jjust
think he got his start here at the Koreshan Unity.

Jack Remington: Right, a good féundation.

Evelyn Horne: And he has three sons and they're running the business. SQ--enm--
Jack Remington: Well, the Koreshans have been very good to vou then,

Evelyn Home: They sure ha\-'e.. (Laughter)
Tack Remington: Your background has been--—-ah very good.,

Evelyn Horne: And than George and I would build our own home. W own o and 1

T N ~ R - o i 1. LS UL | X i o, . 11
S ey n Corkserewy Road. Been offered Mg moeney for i but ot guing 1

r Mo T live on the 18th hole of Country Crolh Lnughtfsr) The oolf
Tack Remington: Never dreamed that would over happen, did you?
Evelyn Home: And my faxes doubled,

Jack Remington: I'm sure. Now, was vour husband a Koreshin?

Evelyn Horpe: My George, he's workod here on the same things us the v all his

Tack Remington: Wl War I?
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Evelyn Horne: No, but the Koreshans met his family from Scotland in New York City. So
that's how the Koreshans touched both our lives. The Koreshans met my grandparents on
Mound Key. The Ferandez family, when they came here from Portugal. The Koreshans
brought Charlie Luettich from Chicago, from California to Estero, Florida. And than the
Horne family that I married into to, the Koreshans met them at New York, the boat that
brought them from Scotland.

|
Tack Remington: I see. Now Luettich, that's a German name, jsn't jt?
Evelyn Horne: Luettich.

Tack Remington: Luettich. Isn't that 1 German---derivation?

Evelyn Horne: Yeah. So, I'had two brothers. Arthur was in the construction business. He
lives on----, I want to say Calvin(?) Boulevard but that's a brother. On ah------ down from

Ford Gatavway. G:a,”owa..y .
Tack Remington: Colonjal?

Evelyn Horne: Colonial. Off Celonial Boulevard. Right down the road there. And---
than there's three sisters and two brothers.

Martha Remington: And a lot of changes---

Fvelvn Florne: Yes, a few, (Laughter;

Martha Remington: Not only here but, not only at the beach but--

Jack Remington: Well now, could we get your impression of the beach as it has changed?
Evelyn Home: Today.

Tack Remington: Today, well that's progress, things move on and things grow and--
NMartha Reminglon: I'm not sure W's progress, but it 1s change.

Evelyn Home: Well it certainly is beautiful but a lot of things have changed. The old
places and old friends.

Tack Remington: Do vou get back there or du you go over there often?

Evelyn ITorne: Yes and I can 80 stay at Rising Tide Cottage for vacations with Koreshan
Unity. We all can go. And right next door te Red Coconut.

Jack Reminglon: Yeah. Right!
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Fvelvn Horne: And the Gulf View Shop, we've all been friends,

Jack Remington: Yes, Ah huh.

. Brame
Martha Remington: Mrs. Brume is still alive,

Jack Remington: Yes, was she---

Brame
Evelyn Home: Mrs. Brame h

as remembered the (
there celebrating my birthday.

ay. August 11th and was always down

Tack Remington: Tg that right, Well she, we have her on fape 100. Yes we do.
Evelyn Home: Oh wonderful,

Martha Rémington: And----But jt's changed.

Evelyn Horne: op it's changed, but | guess for the better whep You see the big Pizza Hut
and all, (Laughter) Fast Food.

Jack Remington: Wep it's a different way of life than it v
‘ Holmes House , _
Evelyn Horne: The old g °) - they were friends of the Koreshans

ach Holtel there.

q8~--

and---
Jack Remington: A( the Be

Evelyn Forne: Yeah. The Beach Hotel.

Tack Remington: It ywas right next door to your coftage. That's all differen;.
Evelyn Horme: Yeah. We'd have, would have, the Koreshans would ha
the Samples(?) come to me from Germany, come over you know

at Rising Tide and eaf at the Home's houge., We h

ve, I'say we, cause
and all go down and stay

& ad it made there, It was so kind of them,
Ho lmes Hou Le
Tack Remington: Yean,
Martha Remington: Whep Yousay from Germany, hat tomes up a lot and---
Hedwi

velyn Home: Well Hedrich Michel came for Frankfort, Germany. .

Martha Ryeminglon: Okay.

Evelyn Home: So her family and friends, teachers would come over from Germany.
Martha Remington: Yes, she was the last Koreshan,
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Evelyn Horne: She was the last Koreshan member and she died August 5th'82. We
celebrated her hirthday in this beautiful library, her 90th birthday, March 29¢th.

Tack Remington: I'd like to complement you on this library. I pever realized this was back
in the woods here,

Evelyn Horne: Oh its beautiful. We're so proud of it. They built a vault that we house all
the archives in, where I work down there and I than [ have 3 beautiful office upstairs. Just

look at the squirrels in all these beautiful trees.
Jack Remington: I think somebody--
Martha Remington: When was this built?

Evelyn Homne: It's around, it's about ten years old.

Tack Remington: I don't think there are a lot of people that live here that know this even
exists.

Evelvn Horne: It's hidden,
Jack Remingfton: Yeah, it's hidden.

Fvelyn Horne: Oh, we had a class yesterday morning. Each and every Monday we have a }
class. It's real educational. Yesterday we had our own group met, the florict from Reth
Fort Myers, and she did arrangements and than she gave them to the library and we

auctioned them off. But people come from all over. We had a paper making class. We

have wonderful things here.

Jack Remington: Where are the announcements made for these programs that you have?
Roper '
Evelyn Home: Well. Sue Troper is our----

Lk Remington: The an person,

Evelyn Home: Yes. And she sends all the newspaper and all over and-- We're well
voiced, '

Tack Remington: T see. Yeah.

Evelyn Horne: We get crowds in here. Why we had Rolfe Schell in her e, we had this
place sitting on the floor-

Tack Remington: Ah, as a follow-up to this intervies and the one we had---Our last one
was with Rolfe Schell and---
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Fvelyn Home: It was.

Tack Remington: And we would like fo have vou and Rolfe interviewved together. One, -
you bring the history up (o the--old history, up to the Koreshan involvement with Mound

Key and the beach.

Evelyn Home: Yes, wonderful.

Tack Remington: Okay Mrs. Horne, Evelyn Horne, we would like to wind this down now
and we thank you very very much. I'm speaking now for the Friends of the Library of Fort
Myers Beach. And we'd like to thank you for your wonderful input here. And we would
look forward than (o get logether with Rolfe Schell. Do you have any final words to say?

Evelyn Homne: Thank you. Well I told you the Koreshan really touched my life and I have
had a real good life Many hobbies, I paint, garden, two greenhouses. [ just grow beautiful
plants and give them away. But I learned all this horticulture at the Koreshan Unity, the
Koreshan Mound Fnﬂith Historic site. Thanks for corning,

Tack Remington: ¢ Ykay. Thank you ma'am. Bye, bve.
This ends our interview with Mrs. Horne and we hope you enjoyed it and that it is
informative and that it might create some interest with you to listen to some of the other

lapes of other individual and their history in this area and particularly as it relates to Fort
Myers Beach. A
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