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Locally produced TV premier to provide clues on

| those who called Florida home for 12,000 years

By MAUREEN BASHAW

News-Press staff writer
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MASK MAKING: A Calusa artisan and his
helper.
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PREMIERE: Echoes of the past
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“The purpose of this video is to tell
the story of Florida in language every-
one can understand,” Cotten Brown
says.

It's a story that has the Brown broth-
ers awe-struck.

“Where we walk, they walked,”
Stuart Brown says. “I think we have a
tendency to feel like we're the discov-
ers, but people have been in Florida for
a long, long time — not just since the
first land boom in Miami in the "20s.”

Until the Spanish explorers landed
on Florida shores in the 16th century,
tribes of American Indians lived along
the mangrove forests, creating cul-
tures as cumplex as any in the 20th
century.

Tribes rich in history

St. Augustine writer Marshall Riggan
wrote the script that’s laced together with
voice-overs by Naples resident Peter
Thomas (a frequent “Nature” and “Nova™
narrator) and accompanied by ethereal
music composed by Kat Epple of North
Fort Myers. The video weaves together
images painted by Sarasota artist Ted
Morris with interviews with archeologists
to tell the story of Florida’s early people.

There are hunters killing giant
mammoths and mastodons with noth-
ing but flint-tipped spears and knives.
There are women sitting in circles talk-
ing as they shape clay into bowls,
some plain and probably used to eat
from, others ornate enough to accom-
pany people to their graves.

There are men hauling nets teeming
with fish, women roasting fish on
wood fires, children playing beneath
the setting sun.

And there are the chieftans, their
bodies tattooed, their faces covered
with brilliantly painted masks, presid-
ing at ceremonial burials.

There’s a scene at Mound Key, an
island in Estero Bay that archeologists
consider this the imperial and ceremo-
nial center of the Calusa.

The clues for all of the film’s images
come from skeletal remains, pieces of
broken clay pots and masks, head-
dresses, weapons, painting$ and writ-
ings by the Spanish explorers and
other European settlers who took the
land from the American Indians.

Unlike the settlers who came after '

them, the Calusa and other tribes lived
in Florida for thousands of years with-

THEODORE MORRIS/Special to the News-Press

POTANO QUEEN: The Potano were a warlike people who lived in

north central Florida.

out spoiling the land.

“They were here for 12,000 years
and they took from the land only what
they needed,” Morris says.

State’s rich heritage

Morris hopes this video will help
people, especially children, under-
stand some of Florida’s rich heritage.

“People should appreciate who went
before us,” he says.

Epple thinks the video will help
Florida’s current population under-
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stand something about the state’s
roots. “It gives you a connection with
all the people who used to live here,”
she says.

Some think their souls may still
linger in the shadows of the man-
groves and the reflections of the rivers.

The narrator ends the story:

“Who’s not to say they are not with
us still, silent companions accompany-
ing us on our journey.”

And the music of a flute fades, like
echoes from the past.
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