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have been a bit unusual, but he was
way ahead of his time in technology.
Koreshan had electricity long before
nost places, and the type of steam
oenerator they used is On exhibit here.

Under Teed’s leadership, Kore-
<han was transformed from a wilder-
~ess into a thriving town. Nearby farms
raised produce that was sold in the
community store.

Koreshan grew and prospered
under Teed’s leadership until 1908
when. despite his belief of being 1m-
mortal, he died. Without their charis-
matic founder, the group began to
decline in numbers. Another factor
was that anyone joining the religious
order had to be celibate—despite
the fact that Teed was married and
had a son. Families could join the
cooperative order, but not the reli-
ojous group.

Fifteen buildings in the historic
site have been restored, each with a
different story. Ranger-guided tours
are conducted Saturday and Sunday
Afternoons. Camplfire programs arc
held on Saturday nights. “Ghost walks,”
with living-history participants, arc
planned for weekends in January and
February, to coincide with the full
moon. The Solar Festival, in October,
celebrates Teed’s birthday. Novems-
her’'s Music, Arts and Trades Festival
features Native Americans, artists,
musicians, special crafts and food.

Don’t be surprised to see Some
gopher tortoises ambling across the
grounds. This rare species is thriving
here. along with burrowing owls, plus
a variety of birds and butterflies.

Koreshan is close to the Sanibel
Island beaches, and birds abound at
Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge.
Inventor Thomas Edison’s home 1S
1 must-stop. Shell shops, wilderness
safaris and boat trips to Mound Key
can add adventure to your VISIt.
Koreshan State Historic Site 15
a good place to reflect on the past
while you enjoy the warm sunshine
of southern Florida. §

For additional information, cOm-
ract- Koreshan State Historic Stite,

PO, Box 7. Estero, Florida 33926,
(041) 992-0311; or the Florida Tourist
Bureau. (888) 246-8726.

[ could get my kicks driving another
but it wouldn't be the same.
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For a free travel packet. call the Arizona foice of Tourism at 1-800-575-56063.
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You pack up your RV to get away from
-+ a1l But sometimes you're faced with other
<sues. Like the stuff you put into the latrine
that hurts the environment and only masks
odors. It’s a nasty subject, but now you can
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ODGRLOS right away. Then you can

really breathe easy. o L "
' ODGRLODS solves your holding tank problems.

LR The 32 oz. bottle 1s enough to last you all summer.”
Working With Nature - Not Against it! _ _
*For D'E'ﬁigf/Customcr Inquiries: Available At:
1-800-869-8764 CAMPING WERLD,

www.odorlos.com
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Pineapples were sold in
the community store to
provide income. The camp-
ground’s secluded sites
nestle among palms, pines
and live oaks. Buildings
such as Planetary Court—
home of the seven women
on the governing council
of Koreshan—featured
wooden cisterns outside,
which stored water for

the residents’ use.

Koreshan State Historic
Site is an ‘ideal place
to visit the pas
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donated to the state of Florida.
The buildings have been restored,
so you can tour the grounds with
a self-guided map, walk through
the houses and imagine what life
must have been like in this early
utopia. Take a few days to relax—
fish, hike, bike, canoe—and ex-
plore Koreshan.

The campground is just a

he founders of
Koreshan wanted to
live in a community
where there was no
crime, tobacco or
drugs. Not a bad
idea in 1894— or
even a century later. Koreshan
State Historic Site, south of Fort
Myers, Florida, is where they set-
tled. The old buildings mark the short walk from the village, or
town where their belief in com- you can rent a canoe and paddle
munal living and religious ideals were put into practice for — up the winding Estero River to Bamboo Landing, like the
more than 60 years. settlers did. There are 60 spaces, with electricity and water,
In 1982, the last resident died, and the property was neatly tucked into secluded sites amid the palmettos, pines
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STAINLESS STEEL arms are self-
supporting no precise alignment required

Just two pins are required for hook up
to towed vehicle
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Stored and Secured on
Motorhome.

Self-lubricating, maintenance
free FLEX-JOINT bushings.

NO BALL & COUPLER

The Excali-Bar™ capacity when attached to

Class IV receiver, 6000 pounds.
. Class 1l receiver, 5000 pounds.

Demco’s Excali-Bar™ comes standard with
4 position Storage Lock ¢ Storage Rod for Coiled Electrical Cable
e Coiled Safety Cables ® Lock Collar Release Tool
Base Plates are available for a wide variety of late model towed vehicles.

For Free brochure call 1-800-543-3620

N (PRSI Doing Our Best to Provide You the Bes
O CZ76L& PO. Box 189 ¢ Boyden, |IA 51234
Dethmers Mfg. Co. PH: 712-725-2311 ¢ 712-725-2302

Dethmers, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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New & Pre- h " i mlw/l | Parts &
Owned on ' Accessory
Display! Store!

Diesel Pushers
* Monaco
» Holiday Rambler

Mini Homes

Motor Homes

 Winnebago
* Pace Arrow » Winnebago
» Coachmen * [tasca
* Holiday : 'RV CENTER, INC. :
Rambler

Hwys. 15 & 23 » 37th & Division * St. Cloud, MN 56302
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and live oaks. You would be wise to
make reservations if you plan to stay
overnight during the Christmas holi-
days or the winter season, as it IS a
popular place. Half the spaces are on
1 first-come basis, but you have to be
there early in the day.

Dr. Cyrus R. Teed came to Estero,
Florida, from Chicago. Teed’s “divine
illumination” to found a “New Jeru-
salem” took him to this spot in 1893,
and he returned with his group the
following year. He believed everyone
<hould work hard to lead a useful,
happy and productive life, so he in-
sisted on a good education with job
training. Children went to school and
learned a trade, while adults worked
at various positions in the print shop,
machine shed, boat works, farms,
bakery or store. The Art Hall was the
literary center for the community,
hosting band concerts, plays, read-
ings, literary discussions, art lessons,
classical music and courses in higher
mathematics to improve the mind.

Teed wanted to change the
world through a peaceful revolution
in the industrial system that would
have its center in Koreshan. (Koresh
means Cyrus in Hebrew; hence the
name of the group.) Landscaping
plans, with a variety of fruit and nut
irees, duplicated the many kinds
of plants in the Garden of Eden, as
described in Genesis. Teed made con-
tact with leading horticulturalists to
exchange information and plants. His
desire to bring in new plants made it
a unique botanical treasure of beauty
and diversity, which can still be
enjoyed today.

Teed believed the world was
inside out, and we are living on the
inside. He went to great lengths to
pr(wé this theory and was obviously
very convincing to some people. His
many followers provided money to
buy more than 7,000 acres, including
an old Indian mound where Calusa
indians once had visions of a totally
different world.

Seven women were the planets
in the Planetary Court, where the
governing council lived. Teed was
the sun, Victoria Gratia the moon,
and the planets revolved around them.
Teed’s idea of the solar system may




