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FOREWARD

Interpreting the life styles of the Caloosa Indians is a difficult

task as they did not write and were only discovered in their late soci-
ety by the European explorers who reported their contacts in a biased
manner. Most written records were by learned priests who tended to
look through Jaundiced eyes at the pagan savages.

Only artifacts and old Spanish records remain. Although one can
learn much from artifacts, much remains to conjecture due to simple
guesswork upon the assimilation of artifactual data., Spanish records
were written in their vernacular and many documents remain today in the
library in Madrid, Spain., Some documents have been translated into
English but are found only in the larger libraries.

Due to this, secondary sources of information have been utilized,
obtained from local libraries. Also used are what few Spanish transla-

tions were available,

A beok of paintings by the French artist LeMoyne, show some very good

examples of the life style of the early Florida Indians. Although the
paintings tend to represent a theme of realism, they are mostly of the
Northeastern Florida tribes. For the most par¥, however, generally one’
tribe did not differ culturally from another, except for religious and

assimilated minor beliefs.



INTRODUCTION

The Caloosa culture was possibly at its height when the Spanish and
French first landed on the peninsula of Pascna de Florlda in the fifteenth
qenturyo

The Caloosa havgﬂiraced back to 2,100 BC using carbon fourteen tests
on Marco Island artifacts.

" Whether or not these early inhabitants were the Caloosa Nation is
undefinable., Possibly they were a matriculation of groups from the Yucu-
tan area of Mexico or whose ancestors had come across the Bering land-bridge
and had assembled into a distinct culiure. Usually in primitive socisties
this meant the emergence of a strong man who became their leader. Agree~
méhts were reached by his dictates and later by his appointed sub leaders.
Thus a social class emerged. A social stratification system became evident
éﬁa laws, beliefé, and agreeméﬁts as to th;ir roles were enacted, This
process. of instituﬁionalization brought %oéether a society such as the
Qaidosaq n .

| There were several different culturesiof the early Florida inhabitants,
be they Caloosa or early man,

" The Weeden Islagd Culture appears to mark one of the transitional
poinfs from the WOOdland Tradition to the Mississipian Period and from the

Burial Mound II Period into the Temple Mound I-Period.
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These early inhabitants who occupied a four hundred mile stretch of
the Florida Gulf Coast were round-headed people who practiced skull defor-
mation and lived in small villages on the coast and fifty miles inland
along the rivers,

Gordon Willey'infers throughout his teit that the mound builders,
especially the Weeden Island I and II, plus the Safety Harbor Cultures
were buily§t before the Caloosa had become established as a culture,

The archaeologist, H. F. Cushing, who did his excavations in South-
west Florida around the turn of the century tended to believe that the
widespread finds of Caloosa artifacts proved they were empire builders.

After the Europeans explorers had long since given up their search
for gold and returned to the old countires, Cushing believed the Caloosa
were yet still expanding due to the many younger finds of trade goods and
artifacts.

The Caloosa had a distinct culture wih@ many towns in Southwest
Florida but moved away from the white man only to fade into oblivion in

the seventeenth century.

1. Robert Silverberg, Mound Builders of Ancient America (Greenwich, Conn.
New York Graphic Society, Ltd., 1968), p. 297




ARRIVAL OF THE CALOOSAS

Florida was one of the last areas of land in the con‘tin@ﬁtal United
States to become land mass. This came about approximately ten thousand
O MOTe Years ago. 1he first inhablitants were probably remnants of stone
sge peoples who hed come from Asia across ﬁh@ srea called the Bexinz lend-
widge 4o Alaska. BEventually they worked their way southward to the conti-

. nental Americas and some to the peninsula of Florida.

Frank H. Cushing states in o paper hs read befors the Americen Phili-
sophical Soclety bmn November 6, 1896, "There is no guestion in the author's
mind tut that there is a decided correspondence betwesn the arts of the
Caloosa and those of the ancient Yucatecans.” Rolfe Schell also sgrees with
the wind curvents that flow past the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico toward the
Southwest Florida coast, He feels also that these currents have been con=
dusive for habitation from that ar@aai

Trade was evident as a Jjade necklace found near St. Auvgustine was
found to bs of Mayan origin. Possibly these Florida peoples were of the
Uentral American 3%01{52

Polaentologicts thoorize that ancient man entersed the Amexricas by

elther means about 40,000 years agoo.”

1. Rolfe F, Schell, 1,000 Years On Mound Key (Ft. Myers Beach, Floridas
Island Press, 196859 Do 8

2, Christina Wescott, "The Puzzle From the Past,” Lee Living, May, 1980,
Pe 9=11

3 1vid, pe 9-14
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Man has been on the sarth for only & second in the year of time.
Proconsul Man lived 25 million years agos Next came Zinjanthwopus Man
some 23 million years later. This would roughly cover the Miocene
Period. Zinjanthrvopus Men could not speak because his parvow Jaws did
not allow any free tongue movement. Apprcxima;ﬁely 2 million years ago,
Homo Habilis arrived. He could speak and developed some useful hablis.
Then came Homo Sapﬂ.ena, the Galcmsaaa'

- The earliest traces of the Calooss wers found on Marco Isiand.
Cushing disecovered the largest find of Calcosa artifacts known, in 1896,
Preserved in the muck were tools, weapons, and beautiful carved artwork.
Carbon fourteen tesis on wood charcosl established human habitation from
about 1450 4o 1140 BG. Pieces of pottery wére Pound dating back to 2100
Ba,

John M. Goggin, a2 Florida archaeologlet, dates the najor shell con-
structions of the Caloosa to the period from 500 to 1,000 AD, He esti-~

nates the helght of Caloosa civilization between 850 to 1000 AD,S

DeSoto’s
seribe wrote that a shipwrecked survivor who had lived for some time with
the Indians claimed they were still expanding their empire and enmgaged in
mound tuil p 2lthough it may have been more of & mound maintenance

PYOgran.

i, Charles B, Bennett, Setilement of Florida (Gainesvilles University of

BT

Forida Press, 1968) pp. 1-25

3. Westoobt, pp; 9-11

6, John M, Coggin, Indian and sh Selected Writinzs {Coral Gabless
University of Miami Press, 19%% TP 12-29



Carlton Tebsauw, in his History of Flowids mentions six major tribes
exdsting in Florida jusi prior to European discevery. The count wes
probably done by Huropeans or given to them by the Indians. The tribes
wers, the Timucuans who numbersd 14,300 and lived fxom the Tampa aves
northeast to the Jacksonville areay the Caloosa mmbering 2,375 including
550 Mayaimi in the lake Okeschobee megiong the Als and Jeaga who lived
on the East Coast near West Palm Deach and numbered 8003 the ‘Apalache@
with 698 including 500 Chatot, 800 Apalachicola, and 300 Pensacola who
were nostly farmers of Noxth Floriday and a:mm;xd the Niemi aves, 800

Teguesti.
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IOCATION OF THE REMPIRE

By the time Cushing hed excavated most of his axézma he hed counted
7% shell mounds scattered throughout Southwest Florida, maﬁy batwesn
Charlotie Harbor and the Celoosahatchee River, Nany more mounds werse
found south to Merce Island tut were not included in his cmumai
, Lopez de Velasco, a Spanish explerer, deserlbad thel kingdon of Gamlm
as "E&campaﬁa“ situated at 261 degrees latitude, The old Spawnish charts
were srronsous tut the 26% degree fix allows for o margin of exvor in
their esloulations, This area falls arcund the Fort Hyers Beach/Mound
Key m'ea,. Velaseo believed that ths center of the Caleosa empirve, thelr
nain city was at Mound Key or neerby. He described furthery that the
izlend kingdom was one helf lesgue in cireunference, only 20% off the
gotual arsa of Mound Key. Also Estero Pase or Esterc Island was meationed,
A paptive Spanish Priest named Rogel tells of belmg moved by Carloes (the
chiaf 7) %o “apether 16land” Smplying that they were already on an island
4n the firet placs. The only available nearby refuge was possiltly Fort
iyers Deach or Estere Island, Mourd Key also fits all the requivemenis of
the Spanish narratives, especislly those authorized by Solis-de-Meras,

Parrientos, and Father Z?og@laz

i, Ghristﬁ.?a Westeott, “The Puzzle From the Past®, Lee Livine, May 1980,
P 91

2, Clifford M. Lewis, “The Calusa”, Tachale, (Gelnesville:s University of
Flevida Press, 1978}, and Mound Xey, ppe 1-3



Mound Key dizginge show pottery in abundance; Glades Flain and
Glades Red, Othar artifacts include animal and humen bones, a pendant,
and a granite implement of some kind.

Menendes, the explorer, claimed thet he had established a fort om
an island in the vieinity of this area and had emplaced some cannon
there, Thirty-six cabins and a place for mass was inside a walled en-
élaaur@; Caxlos @vacuateﬂxﬁhe'isiand &bnuﬁ 1570, Some Spanish orna-
ments wers found st Nound Key per Mrs. Johnson, the wife of an early
local settler, and alse by H. E. Damkohler, another dcmestica$a°3

 From the many diggings it is asewmed that the Empive included

Chokolosckee and Marco Islands, Caxambas, the Coodland area, Neples,

Meund Key, the Pine Island Sound avea, and the Charlotie Haxbor avef.

3. Lewis, Tacachale, pp. 28-29



THE CALOOSA

The names or words Calos, Cellos, Carlos, or Calusa were hm.erb»
genesl contractions by the Spanish am? had several meanﬂ.ng&n In
ﬂhaataw, Calcosa mea«m. f’ﬂ.ercea bmwa or exu&ln ’I‘mm m&y hmm baen
an inference that they may have had dealings with %he Ghﬂe‘c&w H&Mon
m: were theonselves from South@a%em I‘%’oz*th Amm'ican hmagan@%yu ¥o
relation howsver, hss baen fournd linking uh@%e trives nor the maund
‘fmil&era of Etowah, Georgiaa oy the Hopemll Culture of orami Geﬁum
was teken as %h@ tﬂb@ o:ﬁ‘ cultura,, Calos W% their :prineﬂ.ml ’cmm, and
Ca.,,los was the prominent chiefn‘?‘

' | They were a tall race; pasaibly slx %@ seven fa@*t %all, much
unliks '&he shorter tribes of 'Eh@ nore mr@;hernly areas of' the Un:‘i.t@a
States, Excavations of buriel mounds have turned up several human
‘bonee which would validste their size. Also, Spanish accounts tell of
a vory tall race. In the town called Tekanto, an uneavihed grave
yvielded a shinbone measuring more than thirty-three inches, This was
veperted by lends in 1566, Also a skull wes found waighing 15 pgunﬂsGB

1, Christina Hestoott, “The Puzzle From The I’a.a.t," Iee Living, Mey 1980
Ppo 9-11

2, CliPferd M, Lewis, "The Colusa," Tacochale, (Cainesvilles University
of Florida Press, 19‘?8}, p. 19

3. Rolfe Schell, 1000 Years on Hound Key, (Ft. Myers Beach: Island Press,

1962), p. 10



Lauvdonnieve deseribed the réeovexw of two Spanish captives whose
Yholr hung down to their thighs in Indiaen fashion.” The Calossa were
also fond of elaborate body :éaiming and ta:tdoingu 0id aeqouﬁ‘és
relate that the chiefs and theix wivee ornamented their skins with
punchures axvanged to meke various designs, 2 practice that possivly
rade them §1l for several days. The punctures were rubbed with cer-
tein herbs which left indelible cwlumua'

Caloosa men wore their heir about one and a half feet long tled
into a topknod, wi;th a :r?riﬁge of bangs around the face. The wonen
wore skirts of Spanish Moss, made so fine in texture that the Spanish
nistakenly took it for silk;s Caloosa men Wore simple brescheloths
durixig the summer and deerskin garments in winter or on cooler &&.,‘)“Soé

The Calooss did not differ much from the Spanish but for faclal haiw,

size, and dress, The Indians 1iked to touch the skin of the Europeans

as they found it softor and mowe tender than theirs., Alse, the Indiens

liked to touch the Burepsan garments whiech were new to them.

7

s, Bywon D. Voeglin, Seuth Florida’s Vanished People, (Ft. HMyers Beachs
Tsland Press, 1977) p. 9

5. Ibid,

6, Testeott

7. Fred B, Perkins, Narrvatives of Leleyne and DeBry, (translated-Boston,

18753, pp. 1-80
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Celeoosa personal ornements included large labrets of wood for
their lower lips, which were inserted into sma?v.?. holes, Lip-pins,
ear buttons, plates, splkes, and plugs were also used, Most of the
ornaments were mede of shells and wood. Animal bone and coxal stone
wore alse used. They wore fassels, eans%,mé*i;e& mm the dyed cotton
&mega ' |

As was the case with North imerdcan Tribes, they probably smeaved
thomselves with animal £a% to pm%n{: the ever-present bltes end stings
of the meny insects found in this area.

Desplte these difficulties and the threat of hurricanss, they
persevered and dwelled in the land,

8, Frapk Hamilbton Cushing, Key Dwollers Remains on the Florids Gulf
Coagt, (N.Y.t AMS Press, 1073), DDe 370=378

«ii=



CALOOSA TOWNS

Oaloosa vil lagaxs oz %;m*ns were generally aleng the Gulf cmm or
along the navigatable rivers that flow towand the Gulfa

The LeMoyne painting shows a village that is circular, using tim-
bers for a tall pawapet, Only one entramé was used and onlsr Lo
people walking abreast could enter at one time. These representative
podntings tend to show & somewhat realistie me@.‘ of the subject, but
:ﬁ‘o'cus oen tribes other than the Caloosa,

Generally the Caloosa lived around larvge shell mounds that hed
becone solidified by time. Many of these mounds were quite iaz'gea in
circumference and relatively tall. At the tops of the domiceilary®
mounds, they tuilt their huis of timber and watile, possibly Linished
by o coating of clay and ash cement. The largest mound waz a flale
topped pyramid where the temple was erected. The temple was used for
diety worship and will be emhonced in the seetion on zeligion. The
evection of these mounds and thelr structures teok the d@aieaﬁim of
several generations of Indians, nost likely singing and chanting while

laboring, caryying their shells in woven h&gke%soi

* posidence area

i, Christins Ueaatca%g "The Puszle From The Past". Lep Living, Vay
19809 PPe 9"11
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The sholls were found in abtundence along the coast and included conchs;
oysters, and a myrdad of athers,
To galn zecess to the houses atep the mounds, Caxoilase 3’:@1&%&3@

"The Mmdians Wild two, three, or move shrests, according Yo the num-
bor that ave necessary, stralzht up the side of the Wll. The streets
ava Tifteon or twembty feet in width and sre bhoxdered with walls ocon-
strucked of thick pieces of wood theb avs thrust side by side inte the
earth to & depth of move than the Heisht of a men, Additional plecss
of wood just as thick ave lald seross mad joinsd one to the other to
form steps, and they ave worked on all four slides so as %o provide
& smoother aseenbee.. ALl of the rest of the W1l is cut ';?.ﬁ.ft:e a wall,
26 4t cammot be ascended exeept by the stalrs, for in this way they
ave better alle o defend the heuses of the Lo “'02

- The villagers alse lived avound the mounds, sonetifies in walled
avess, but mostly in the open in simple hum of wabttle or daub with
paln thatched roofs. Host were grouped in v:iila@g@@ but some lived in
ELOUPE O singly neax »ivers. Some huls weme “w;z:m; on 3?5.113853@3 Hone
of the pilings found by Cushing in his encavatiens exceeded six and

one ‘half feat in lenghbh,

2, Robert Silverbers, Mound Budlders of Anclent Americs, (Greemwich,
Gonties WY, Graphic Society, 1968), ppo 12-13

3. Byron D, Vooglin, Bouth Florids's Venished People, (Ft. Hyers Beachs
Island Press, 1977), p. 10

oiﬁw



Most of the pilings were thrse and one half feet or less, il
of palmetto wood. They weve drilled with large holes for the place~
ment of horizontal timbers made from variocus local *aa.pplin@sﬁ

A village was desecribed in the naxratives of DeSoto as being
“iuo leagues” frem thelr base camp. It is the general consensus of
opindon that DeSoto landed around Tampe Bay. Scme feol he may have
landed along the Calocsahatches River. Whatever the opinion, DaSoto
“found the villege deserted. It consisted of several levge houses,
huilts of wood and thatched with palm leaves. At one end steod & kind
of temple with the image of o bird on top, nade of wood, with guilded
Eﬁ:f@ﬁ"«ﬁ

Seventy~Tive shell mounds were found in this gonexal avea by

Cushing, piue scme stilt house remains bub no village sites.

4, Frank Hamilton Cushing, Key Dwellers Remeins on the Florida Gulf
Coaph, (.Y 8 AMS Prese, 1973J, De 362 o

5, Theodore Irving, Conguest of Flowida by Hernando DeSobe, (NeY.:
Putnam and Son, 1971), p. 5B ,

il



CARLOS AND RELIGION

The Czloose high chiefs carried substantial secular as well as
zoligious authority, oxganizing and eun'trolling the millions of man
hours of labor needed for bullding their huge projects. Scme chiefs
also functioned as prieat»kings.i
" Another LeMoyne painting depicting a ﬁrﬁ.e% or shaman dislocating
his shovlders avnd meking terwifying faclal expressions is iﬁx&ieative
of the reality and sericusness with which they approbated their relie
gion. The painting depicts the shoman kneeling on the ground, dise
locating his joints, and mumbling incantatiom against some ememv.,z

The priests used skulls, bones, crab claws, shells, rattles made
from the jeined shells of the gopher tortoise, and lancets of figh
hones in their practices. Uhether the lancets t»raré used f‘éz: blood
letting ox opening sores is not known, Goxds and shells wers used
for thelr black drinlk. | | |

The black drink was made by using the leaves of the casseena®
which produced a,' drunken ﬁ’%\&pﬁ’&'wg

’-f”éf This vegetation is unidentifisble

1. ‘Byron D. Voegpslin, Smrth Florida’s Vanﬁ shed Peopley {. Myers Boachs
Island Press, w??)a . 12-13

2, TFred B. lferkins, larrative of Laﬁavne & DePry, (Bos‘cms 1875) trans-
lation, pp. 1-80

3. TFrank H, Cushing, Ke Dwellers Remaﬁ.nrs on_the Flog&& Gulf Comst,
(¥.¥. 8 AMS Press, 1973), ppe 35

w150



The Caloosa showed 1ittle interest in Christian Doclrine, If they
becane baptized, it was only a token gesture. The shaman, however,
veually prevented baptizing among the 'bmh@sﬁ

One of the Calosesa beliefs was that each man had thrse souls.

One was the pupil of the eye, another was %:he shadow that each one
mekes, and the third was the imsge one saw in a mirror or in a clesy
pool of water, When & man died, they sedd that twe souls left the bodya
The third soul which was the pupil of the eye remained in the body and
thwa they were able to speak with the dead of the cemetery, asking them
for a&vﬁceos

Because of 2 superstitious feer of the dead the burial mounds were
located some distanece frem the villases and were contimally guardeda{’

The navratives of DeBry explain thal ;%.he dead chiefs were oremated
in the conter of the village and buried there with seversl of their be-
longings. The priests were burned in thelr mmts with thelr belongings.
&g@ins these were probably Timuauans end thelir religious practlces
differed from those of the Cyloosa,

4, Clifford M, Lewis, "The Calusa," Tacachale, {Cainesvilles Universi-
Ly of FMorida Press, 1978), pp. 22-25

56 Ibid,

6. Christina Westcott, “The Pusgle From the Pasit,” Les Idving,
(7. Myers, lay, 1980) , pp. 9-ii

16w



With some Caloosa, the bodles of the dead wars deposited in wooden
boxes, covered with hoavds without any fastening except a stone or log
1214 upon thé tope Because of this nany bc‘zdiea were carvied o‘f‘fl by
wild animalsg? Host ﬁalaaéa_haweverg'hurie&‘%hsir deaﬁ‘iﬂ the lavege
turlal mounds,

Several turial mounds have been fdun&y o have had several layers
of bodies, probably buried at different times. Cordon Willey states
in bis text that there seomed to be “common burdidles in mess along
with singular burials.” Possibly the mass burlals wers a vesuli of
L%x;ccpeay}? j;;,demic;s ér the result of warfare, ‘

King Carles, the supreme of "ahé Galéd;sa. Tmpire, vas reported to
bazi,he largest and handsomest of 21l ﬁh@"fi?xdians of the area. He was
an energetic and pawezfi’ul. suler. He was a @rié;s’ﬁwkingaa
g Two custons meva@led 0 -&_hé high p:ciém&s,‘ Firstly, the high ,
ehief o priest was obliged Lo mmy his aé.st.‘:,wn Legend tells of Carlos
mmymg bis iaoi;hexvyan& ‘sending his father packing. Second, when the
hﬁ.gh pﬁeSﬁ o gﬁa&gﬁkﬁng died, rotalnors wexe sanr:’;fiéada When the
chief‘es chilcimn ot aﬁher members of the aiiﬁa déed, the village sage
rﬁ.ﬁaa@. children. Thls 48 also polnted «.m by DeBry in a LeMoyme
pagnting. |

7« Theodore Irvirg, Conguest of Flerids by Hexpando DaSote, (M.¥.s
Putnem & Son, 1971), pe 46 ‘

8, Charles B, Bemmebb, Settlement of Florids, (Ceinesvilles
University of Florida Frass, 19687, pp. 10-20

¢

Qe Voegelin, p. 13
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Loudonniers deseribed the veliglous role by Carles {Cales) as ene
of creat reverence by his sudbjects, since he had convineced them it was
his magle incantations that coused the earth to provide them with the
necsssities of 1ife., To maintaln this beliel he shut himself up with
two or three confidentlal companions in a certain Wilding. There he
perforned his incantations, and anyone whe tried to spy‘Oﬂ\ﬁhe paT-
tekings inside the hut was immediately put to deathaio
| Father Rogel refsrved to a "house of’Idels" in which the Caloosa
kept hideous masks which were their idols.: To gain admittance to this
house, a certain ceremonial dress was raquiredoii

n nost North American tribes women and outslders were not alloved
into the ceremonies. Ropel wrote that he tried to gain adnitiance but
was repulsed.

Masks and figureheads of animals wer@;useﬁ for religlous purposes
and were made of wood, S@veralimf these aﬁe in American puseuns snd
& copy of ons is in the Collier County Mussum, Hasks that were human-
1like were possibly used for the change of seasons and the worship there-

1
ef@*z

10, Lewis, p. 23

1L, Ciifford ¥, Leuls, 8. J., Wound Key, The Svanish Jesuit Mission of
1567-69 in 8, ¥, Florida, {(Hesearch paper-ne date), p. 6

12, Cushing, pp. 98-394

218w



The masks of idols were used in cevemonies at thelr ltomples.
There Were processions, singing, and cnatumaauiB

The women of King Carlos' tribs, when they met to dancs, wWore,
hangzing at their waist, flat plaieé of‘goid'éa 1afge a5 guoitd thab
wers so heavy they inconvenienced ond Tatigued the wearer. The men
were similarily aﬁornednia N

Women did have 2 dlgnified role in the tribe. Carlos’ chief

lrdy, probably a wench, was given a seat of honor on ceremonial or
official oceasions and she had attendants.. She van the risk, however,
of being cast aside Tor a mere comely and yﬁunger sycophant, Canlos
was reporited to have had several wiv@s.iS

fJavrlos had a lavge store of gold and silvex taken ﬁfﬁm %ha‘Span~
ish shipwrecks which he had been given in tributey and ueed in his
cerenonies,

Chiefe of the villages under Carlos® ammination paid’t&ibuta to
his by bringing exoiie feathers, mats, daeﬁakinsg’fcod and precicus

metalsgié

gy,

# guoits ~ A flat piece of stons or metal throuwn as a test of strenzih
and skill.

13, Iewis, Tacachale, 9p. 23-25
i, Perkins, pp. 1-80
15. Lewis, Tacachals, p. 32

i6. TFraederick ¥, Hodge, epanish Bxplorers in the Southern United States
1528-1543, (W, Y. ¢ Scribner's Sons, 1046), D. 76

=10~



Carlos had some difficuliy with the lesser caciques or ;hiafs in
his tribute collection and at times became guite belligerent toward
them, He was reported to have hated the Tequesta and was constantly
assimilating their areas under his domination.i7

Although a Few Caloosas accepted Christianity it was at most a
token sop to the Spanish priests.

Lewis states that the Indian men would take white wives but’that
Indian women never wed a white man because it was considered disloyal
to the chief, He further states that the Indian women would inform
the Spanish of impending attacks by their tribes, this the attacks were

nipped in the bud.18

This statement seems to conflict and there were
ébCumenﬁs written that proved that there was equal coinhabitation by
bq%h genders;

: European'inﬁroduced diseases, warfare, and slavery'dréStiCally re-
dﬁééd the number of Indians, After the‘Européans,ceaSed their interest
iﬁ7Florida; the‘Ga1oosa,empirelﬁecayed; The invasion of the Seminoles
iﬁ;%he sixteenth century may have absorbed some remaining Caloosas, but

there is no proof of this. Some "Spanish Tndians" participated on the

attack of Henry Perrine during the Seminolé wars in the 1840°s,

i?o Oharles Andrews, Jonathan Dickinson's Journal, (Yale University
Press, 1945), edited, pp. 46-147

18, Lewis, Tacachale, pp. 146-147
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CONFLICT

The Calooes were a Tierce, brave, end independent people. They
wers azﬁiatic and builders of an empive. Yel they weve aapaﬁle of
severing an enamy’a limbs and dismemberment. S@aiping WaS Common
and they were displeyed on tall poles in %heir villages amid daneing
and vevelryo

Gupposedly a ohief or caclgue namped Hirvehigua who lived nesx the
trange Fiver in Hastern Lee County was repordted to have entertalinad
nWimgeif by roasting his captives aliveﬂi

A% hervest time Lauvdomniere says Carles would saerifice a victin
from among several shipwrecked Spenlards who were hi= prisanexsgg

- Juen Ponce de Laon wes adtacked by the Caloosa somewhere between
Hstero Bay and Charlotte Harbor in 1549, The Dominican Fray Iuis
Gén¢er and three of his associated weore killed almost =& soon as they
se%;iboﬁ ornt the shwresg

Tt 1s conjecture to determine the landing site of DeSoto. MHost,
feel 4t was near Tampa Bay, bul Voegelin aﬁé others believe it may

have been along the Caloosahatchee Fiver, -

i, Theodore Irving, Congussh of Flerida by Hernendo DeSoto, (M. Yo
Putnen and Son, 1971}, pp.5i-70

2, Clifford M. Lewis, "The Calusa," Tacachale, (Gainesville:
University of Florlida Press, 19?859 Dpe 22-28

Be Ibid. pp. 20-23
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Continuing, DeSote "was attacked at the dawn of the day. An immense
mmber of cavaces broke upon DeSoto’s men with deafening yells.”
Sever=si of the Spaniands were wounded with arrvows and the othefes ran
46 the beaches and the fleet at a,nehorah'

A Bpanish capiive, 2 vietin of an earlier shipwreck, Juan Ortiz,
18, was liberated by DeSote and descrited his anecdote. He was em-
played in bringing woed and waler fo the village. He uae allowed
1ittle sleep and received little fond. He was beaten daily, On fes-
tivals he was made to Tun, to the “"barbarcus amusement' of the Indians,
He ran from sundise to sunset in the village vhere his companions had
earlier met their deaths, Indilans were statlioned with bows and arwows
$0 sheot hm 4f he faltered or stopped rumning. The daughters of the
chief, however, would slip him feod at night to keep hin alive., At
onie time he ‘clained that he was o be roested alive but his palnful
shricks caused the women to plesd with the caclque for his 1‘15:“%5 ‘

Although the Caloosa were said to have used bows, few have besn

found in exenvations, They used clubs imbedded with sharks testh, criss-
arossed with sinew to hold the teeth to the wood. Alse used were wood-

en war clubs with flat bladesz.

&, Trving, . 57
55 ma.og 3?“« 63“’6?
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Dirke and stilettos were made from the fore lag bones of deer. A lance
or avrow was thrown by means of 2 cup-like wooden scoop and called an
atlatl. The lances were sboub four feet lopg and tipped with five har-
dened wood or kharnsqé

The Calcoza would redd other viliages snd meke captives and/ox
allies of the ares. (ne such ally, a King Oathkagua, hed a doughter
that Carlos married. Ususlly the Indi&ns’waul& anbugh other villazges
and caryvy off their #omen@ The Celeoss thought tids wes 2 splendid
practice. They were acoustomed to marry virvgine whom they deok im %hgsa
roids, and were sald to be excessively in love with ﬁhama?

Villages were guarded by selected wmarziors who, the Spanish claimed,
could smell their enemy nearby. A guard who fell asleep while on duty
vas taken to the village center and in a pubiic display, hit in the head
with 2 flat Wiaded war club which nearly cracked his skull apenu8 Une
doubtedly, some probably were slain and a%ﬁexs could have becone men-
tally deficient,

Prior to attacking the enemy or Ms village, the chief would pewe

form his reliricus incantations and consull with his soxcersr.,

6o TFrank H. Cushing, Key Duellers Remains on the Florids Guif Cossi,
(W, Y. ¢ AMS Press, 1973), PP 360-380

?. Frad B, Perkins, Narrailive of Leloype & DeBry, (Boston: 1875),
tranglation, pp. 1-80

8. TIbid.
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Thasly, he would lead his men into battle. The dead were mourned by
their wives who wailed and hegmed the chief for revengs which he usu-
aily aneeﬁad.g
During the DeSoto expedition, Indians wcui& come indto the Span~
ish encampment and semetimes one wowld hit a Spanianrd on the back
and rm indo the weods. The Indians d1d nobt want to kill there, but
o Ture then 2ingly into the weods o do eombat. I the Spaniand
could not cateh him or P4nd him, 1t was considered 3 viechoxy in Indian
wazrfa:;:enio

Harfare and erueliy may have seemed o he & way of 1life among the

Caleosz but deily living proflusnced.

9, Thide

.5;0,9"' Fredexieck Y, Hodge, Bpanish Explorers in the Southern United States
1528«1"2&29 (Ne Y, 3 Seribner's Sons, i%é;: Pa 102




PROFICIERCY

The Caloosa spent a great desl of thelr time huniting, fishing,
tuilding, dencing, and werring.

Fainted desrskins an&.weapmns‘made'frﬁm d@ér bones proved they
44d hunt to sone extent and also traded.

Footly the Caleosa were fishermen who worked the beys and beaches
along the (nlf Coast where the majority of their villages lay. From
the conch shell they fashioned Arinfking cups, hammers@'pieksg and
weapons, A hole was bored through the shell at the large end and a
wooden handle was inserta&ai Other digzing and cutting tools were con-
structed of wood lined with shaxks teeth, ‘They were bound togethsr with
sinew, fisheut, or rawhide., Some of these types of artifacts had a
sticky vesidence, red in color used as a base cemend. Tt could have
been rubbew-gum, ros5in, beeswax, or a combination of %heaeaz

. There were remnents of small gaxdﬂns,‘possibly muck gardens, al-
thouszh the Caloosa were never aonsidered agranamiaﬁs, Halze was groun,

roashed, and somebimes ground iunto flour.

1, TFred B, Perkins, Narrative of LeMoyne & DeBry, (Bostons 1875),
tronslation, pp. 1-80

2, TFrank B. Cushing, ey Dwellers Remeins on the Florida Gulf Coash,
{(¥o Yot AMS Press, 1973) , vp. 367-374
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Smoked lizards zlso constituted part of thelr dlet. Besides maize,
another sxcellent source of flour was coountle raot¢3 Delry relates
ﬁh&ﬁ the quali%y of flour made from this root made the "most excellent
bread,” Ib furnished a rather large avez of the Caloosa Dwpire for
fifteen niles around thelr main clity. BeBry s2id the inhabitants of
this Tsland City gained great wealth from ﬁhair»neighboyﬁ‘by selling
the ronts at a high pxﬂcea@ |

Fishing and shelling’pruvided the malnstay of their diets, The
eztuaries provided their fish, oysters, scallops, and aaﬂchesg Fish
hooks were made from pieces of for@ed hardwood. Hooks were three inches
long and were made from foﬁked tuigs. The bhavrb on the hook was con~

gtructed of deer bone, Nost of thelr Pishing was dome with nets made

]

£ loose material that could be weaved, Fishing basine wers often
buﬁl%g such as the one at Maun& Koy, The éaloosa had learned from the
porpoise how o drive fish inﬁsbﬁhe basins’an& there ﬁhey were trapped
wheﬁ the tide went eutas

Personal fUrﬁi%uré was gonstructed of wood, Thelr seats wore

1ike antillean steools. Tlat slabs of wood from oune to more than tuo

feet in length nade the seat igselfl,

3., Charles B. Bennett, Sebbilement of Florida, (Cainesvilles
University of Florids iress, 1968 ), DPs 425

lh Ferkins,

5 Bennetlt, pp. 1-25



They were slightly hollowed on tep from end o end as well as from side

to side with rounded bottoms. Frong-like palvs of 1egsfweré put inte

notches or holes on the ends, usually two to three inches,lengaé
Housohold Tugs were made from shredded bark. in thin strips theb

were very closely platted, 7
Their pillows were baperingly cylindrical, made of fine rushes,

and ‘showed 2 condinvous four plail, so they were compressible and

flexible, yob springy. They were filled with Spanish moss or deex hairoa
Cupe, bowle, trays, and mortars wore congtructed from wood, Ladles

were nade from the greater halves of hollewed-out conch 3he11559
Children®s toys vwere 8lso found., Several {oy cances wers found

in trizal mounds. They were not well Pinished., They were flat-bottomed,

with square ends, Like the larze eances, they were for the navigabion

of shallow streams, inleds, and canals,

&, Cushing, p. 363

e Ibides PP 363364
8. Ibide, DPpe 363-368
9. Ibide, pe 3064 |
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Jonathan Dickinson veperted sesing canoces lashed tozether in cate-
navan fashion and sails were used. Thémfare, to travel great dis-
tances were possible, even adross the Gulf»la

There is no evidence of dolls found in this research, Foesibly
a doll would have conflieted with the many totens and mesks used in
their worship.

The Calossa did not seem to be a mobile people such as the Flaius
Tndisns of the central part of the United Stetes. Thms, bhey con-
structed their meunds, furniture, end othsr gear to withstond the test

of hine,

iQo Ibide, DD. 367-374
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SUMMARY

The Caleoosa Smpire had vanished by the end of the seventeenth
c@ﬁtﬂry; Only a;rbifaéts and few written decuments by learned Duro-
peans remain to be studied.

Nany of the areas of mounds have been excavated but yot there is ,
st11l a great deal of knowledge that has vanished with them, never
to hae knouwn.

Spanish youngsters were put into the Calcoss villages to learn
their tongue, but the Indians possibly did not relate to them in any
deteil as no nsrrative of this oxists, A grest nany of the Indian
women that wers espoused to Spanisnds during the decline of thely en-
pirs were of ls.%‘la or no help becavse most of the Eﬁlropeans did not
read or Weites

The Caleosa were artisiic, yet cruel. They, at firat, welcomed
the Euﬁ’@pean 1‘::\:&&0::73@ mit after mistreatment began to take a foul
‘vieﬁ of shem and becamé belligerent. The Zpanish enslaved, killed
many, and Hizmo cé‘aﬁsed wiclespréaxi epldenics of di‘seasesa

T4 is much ‘ﬁ!;e’ sa:;‘né 0ld tale of the x"xﬁxericem Indian., Being an
orgagic and ehildlike people, they were subjugated.

- An old Chavenne saying tells us, "ONLY THE ROCKS LIVE FOREVER."

P4 2
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