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TABLE 52~ 

CITY OF PITTSBURGH: 
YEARLY DEATHS FROM CONSUMPTION 1873-1895 

Year 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

Number of Deaths 
326 
331 
345 
341 
301 
315 
261 
314 
349 
316 
353 
355 

Year Number of Deaths 
1885 372 
1886 380 
1887 408 
1888 363 
1889 309 
1890 350 
1891 437 
1892 435 
1893 449 
1894 455 
1895 366 

22 Ibid., 1873-95. 

KORESHANITY, TOPOLOBAI\lPO, OLOl'vlBIA, 
AND THE HARMONIST MILLIONS 

KARL J. R. ARNDT 

A
s the darkness deepened oyer the affairs of the Harmony Society, 

the future fate of the gold buried in its vaults rather than the 
treasures its pious members hac! laid up ill their heavenly home became 
a focal point of attraction to 11it1l1dane prospectors in .\ merica and 
ahroad.In 1890, under date of /\ugust 3 ant! 10, the jJiflsbllrgh Lea«er 
had published an extensive report all the ~itu:l:ion, Imt although the 
Leader articles on the society were written IJy a man close to the 
source, they were not the first. or only. lIews reports :d,out the Econo­
mites published by the press of the country :iI1d Europe at this time. 
The Harmony Society h;td always interested the newspaper readers 
of the world, both in a positive and negative manner. The trenlendous 
,i1ccess they made of COl1lmtlll;SI11 and religion continued to have an in­
il'irational effect upon new prophets with new revelations and more or 
less new dreams which had not yet been d;lshed to pieces or modified 
l.y the cruel facts of human existence. By illustration let us look at 
three new systems which were brought to Henrici's attention during 
his closing years in the hope of helping him dispose of the society'S 
burdensome millions: K-Dreshanity, TopoiolJalllpo, and Olombia. 1 

Surely the closing decade of the last century was not lacking in 
colorful and highly original ideas for the improvement and salvation 
(If mankind, and among these plans were the three jilSt mentioned. All 
three called on the Harmony Society's trustees and plagued them with 
their grand ideas for world betterment and for a solution to the diffi­
cult problem of the society's indivisible and intestate wealth. 

Koreshanity,2 which eventually was to replace Christianity as a 
religion more suited to the scientific demands of modern man. started 

ch Dr. Arndt, professor of German at Clark University, Worcester, M assa­
~s;.lts, continues his account of the problems besetting the Harmony Society. 

-"-<IlIor 

I JacoAb Henrici was the successor of the society's fOUJ:lder, Father George Rapp, 
s .the original members of the celibate group died, the possession of the 

SOCIety's wealth was disputed by many claimants. See my George Ropp's 
~uccessors alld Material Heirs, 1847-1916 (Fairleigh Dickinson University 

2 W·U.ress, 1971). 
I lam A. Hinds, Am£'rical~ COII11/lIlllities alld Co-opera/i"e Colonies, 2nd 

rev. (Chicago, 1908), 471-85. 
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with the illumination which Cyrus R. Teed received directly from 
heaven when he was about thirty years of age. Like most illuminations 
of the time, it was probably indirectly inspired by Harmonist success 
for, like others, sooner or later, Teed established contact with th~ 
leaders of the society. Teed, the founder, leader, teacher, and inspired 
medium of the Koreshans, was born October 18, 1839, in Delaware 
County, New York. He graduated as a medical student and for some 

. years practiced medicine in Utica. The age of thirty has often been an 
age considered particularly suited for illumination because of its rela­
tion to Jesus' experience in those years, so having come under the 
control of supernal forces of a high order, Teed began to enact the role 
of prophet. Being a man of considerable education and personable male 
magnetism he seemed to embody that attractive mixture of evil and 
good to which charming young women so often succumb. And not 
only young women! A unique revelation in Teed's life was Victoria 
Gratia, a cultured, motherly type somewhat older than Teed, who be­
came his dual associate, because at the time of his illumination in 1870 
she was pointed out to him as destined to walk with him and eventually 
to become the mother of those 144,000 sons of God. Although over si;-. 
ty years of age, she was still considered beautiful, proficient in music 
and art, and thoroughly imbued with the idea of her high calling. 

Teed's correspondence with the trustees of the society began in 
1880 and continued off and on, according to the fate of the society. 
until after Henrici's death. The connection turned out to be extremely 
emharrassing and eventually played a part in the lawsuit brought by 
the Feucht faction against John Duss, the last surviving trustee. 
Henrici and Teed had in common this magnetism which beams forth 
from direct communication with heaven, bringing such serenity, hliss­
ful self-confidence, and security in this unstable world. One great dif­
ference between the two lay in the bitter Count Leon experience. 
which Henrici had had. This had made Henrici more cautious oi 
prophets, although he constantly kept his eyes and ears open for sign; 
from heaven. Teed, working through his chief assistant, A. W. K 
Andrews, :M.D., however, made such an impression on Henrici that l:c 
sent him money several times to aid his cause; one such donation ;; 
known to have been $100. On April 29, 1880, Henrici wrote AndreW; 
a long letter thanking him for one of March 19 which he found "mo;t 
interesting" and which he had given very careful and respectful con: 
sideration. He found that the principles therein expressed agreed \"er~ . . ten' 

well with those of the Harmonists, and he was sure that the
Jr 

1n 

\ 
! 
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tions were perfectly pure and unselfish" f 
rest of his reply reads: as ar as you can know." The 

We have, however, had such a sad .. . 
tiOllS, that our people are quite timi~P~rHrnce ~n regard to our social connec-

P
arties have the best intentions Tile ll~ I ormmg r:ew 

ones, even when both 

h
. . socia commumc .. 

and at t e same time so attended with 'f' questIOn .IS so important 
great obj~ct aimed at is most alwa s so many dl fl~ult complications, that the 
Jesus Chns~ becon:es. the perfect rufer ~fn;~lei~IY missed, except the Spirit of 
such a genume Christian association lik tl e fart of those that want to form 
While we h~ve never ceased to believe e and ~ne armed afte; ~he first Pentecost. 
a most glOriOUS state of a Christl'an o. hope for a dlvme development of 

'th d" commumty m a f met WI. so many. Isappomtments that we a near . uture, yet we have 
Gen:ratlon of mankmd, when they rei mer Imost . despaired of the present 
reCCl\'e~ many !=ommunications from )ndivi~~aln their own. st.reng:th. We have 
Ihe SOCial que~tlOn and to a connection with s ~n~ aSSOCiatIOn m regard to 
we. ~e\'er re~elyed one which excelled ' our Society, and we must confess 
SpJflt and dictIOn. Yet while we feel or e\en equaled your excellent Letter i~ 
we still feel afraid and cannot come ~ur~h of your I:onest & christian intention 
rriends to such a closer business co a t' e conclUSIOn to invite you and vour' 

I b h d 
nnec IOn as )'OU k' dl J 

tlal ot we an you would have to I 50 m y propose fearl'ng 

f I f 
regret a lasty a f I ' 

per ecl y sure a the positive will f G d c Ion as ong as we are not 
ready ~o devote ourselves and all we ~ave ~o· tl;ve .re

, and always have been 
10 n~O\e a hand or a foot without his'll e \\1 I of God, but we are afraid 
rece~p~ of. your Letter, which delighted

l 
us or consent. We have ever since the 

exphclt Will of the Lord in regard to You ,praY7
d 

for the revelation of the 
10 act or propose any thing to you It : P~OPosltlOn, but we feel no permission 
~lO~ses then we need for the mell1be~s oro rue, \~e have more land and more 
IS III the possession of tennants who could ur bSoclety, but all our surplus land 
now; and many of our house; i .not e remo~ed for a year from about 
!,Iormcnt who have to and do c::m~r; ~~i~hn are Socc~Plled by people in our em-
lar as can be expected from m I our oCla rules and regulation 
we re~eived. your friendly lette~r~ ~eople :If the world. At about the same ~'i:~ 
g~od mtentlons and full of fer~ an an. <l: woma!1 <;If excellent education a d phe~ for probational membershi or for christian soclahsm arrived here and a

n
_ 

received & treated the- b t p. They were perfectly satisfied with th P 
:igious .& social disco~~e '& ~~~e~~~:rstand~ng our language. and al1 ~~: ~~: 
~nnee~. ~~r fany hrespects, b.ut desired to rli~e ~~no;r ~~r:mg~bn, htheYd found themself 

h' arm ouses which the f d I or 00 . We gave the ~:. Ich were given to them on ve; ~:~ erre to houses in the neighboring villa ~ p:~~a~~; ~~etimentf and the frie~ships~h:~l~;~;~~'lhey are pe:t
ctly 

satisfYed 
about the sam~nr eel happy or at home. according t~O~h~~; an yet they will r~cellcnt Christi~~S of, ~?ur ~ommunication we received a i':~e~af foresee. At 
wnh the kind intenti OCla I.St. a N~w York City, who wished to rom a n:o;;t 

~1a~'~~k~ab~~17ord,~n'YWI J~~~ hi~ ~;h\ ~~u~~ ~~kH~imself.useful ~'ZI ~~uid Vfi~j 
him but . e t us With a heart full of fri d j,. was smce here for a couple 
~ho~ld be\~lth the conviction that it was eith~ s I~ towahds us and we towards 
latest ex el~creas~d. We took these two insta~ no yet t e Lord's time that we .1 a sig: :th.ce I~ r~lation to these three wor~hs as Godsends. tc! learn by the 
We should I~ Will m regard to your r .. y person~. what IS to be taken 
give, and \rechlve a clearer light than :u~~osltlOn. We did the.refore wait until 
Iro offer to y;ouavednow to s~y in all sincerit;~h:t~~ dnd 

soclha! fe~lings .could 
ormance f an your friends to do a 'f a not t mk It adVisable 

rind it ad~' wb~at you so kindly proposed S~ep Id
r 

the present towards the per­
or OUr preslsa e. to pay us a visit and;e .ou you or anyone of your friends 
'nd affectio~n\tews and conviction You ~~~Iaebson th~t dor~ectness or error 
c<ulio

n 
in spir./olu are not as yet 'convinced of th receive. With christian love 

I ua matters, you will undoubtedl e 6'ro
p
net

y 
of such care and y ecome so after you have 
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gained some more experience in your socialistic endea~ors even with the best 
human intentions. 

Teed was looking for a New Jerusalem for his Koreshans. and the 
dying Harmony Society seemed the logical choice at this time, ,:lthoUgh 
he later moved his people down to Florida on a llO-square-nlile piece I. 
of land which was incorporated under the name Estero. I 

Four years after the letter just quoted, on December 22, 1884, 
Henrici replied to another request from Teed and Andrews and re-

, ferred to their visit at Economy. This time he stated kindly but firmly 
that they could do nothing for them. 

Vve respected you for your good intenti?n, ,but we felt after an honest and sincerc 
examination that the spiritual commU!1lCatlOn was from a wrong so?rce. and :\'C 

are convinced so yet. Our duty therefore. as. Trustees of our Socle~y, permits 
us not to support in any wel what we consider a fatal err,or. especlal~y wh~l1 
we have as at present, to assist or support so many people With whol11 \\e are In 

business and otherwise connected. and who ,!-re very ne,edy and cannot, h,elp 
themselves, while you are Gentlem~n who certa1l1ly can do It very we~l by gl\:mg 
up what we consider and are conv1l1ced to be a fatal error, ~n~ make t!le nght 
use of your talent and knowledge in your llndoubtflll ong111al call111g and 
occupation. ' 

In spite of this firm reply, Teed would not take no for an answer 
and kept up his correspondence in the hope of getting some of the g~ld 
that was soon to be available. Henrici was a dying man, and the prIZe 
\vas too good to give up without more of a struggle" , 

By 1891, the overtures of Cyrus Teed and :he replle~ l,le receIved 
fr0111 the trustees of the society were so extensIVely publiCIzed that a 
friend of the society, Theo, L. Pitt of Niagara Falls Center, Canada. 
on November 14, 1891, wrote Henrici a letter warning him most 
sincerely: 

Before you trust Cyrus R. Teed, before you believe in, his pret~nsions. before 
you give him the right hand of fellowship. before you 1I1dorse hiS s~hemes, 01 admit him to any association with you. I beg :l;'ou to sea,rch ?Ut.I11S persona 
I istory He has a history' and I think if you Will search mto It. mdepen~ently 
~f his ~\\'n version of it, you will find that he is unwortllY of {'our conrde~~~ 
or regard, It will pay you well to put trustworthy persons on hi? track or is 
past fifteen years or more, and let them fin,c! ,out ~u:d prove to. you Just what he

pa
: 

About fifteen years ago he was a phYSICian hvmg at EqUl.unk. w,ayne Cb, fore 
I am informed by persons who knew him that he was considered l,nsane e hild 
he left that place, I am also informed th,at he dese,rted a lovely ':l1fe abd iness 
and did nothing for their support, A fnend of mIl1e - a prom1l1ent ,us a~d 
man in New York City - tells me that Teed borrowed money of him 
never repaid it. , ffteen 

I saw Teed and was introduced to him. in New York City. s~m,e I and 
years ago, He was then. as I believe h,im to be now, a great rehglOus 
spiritual pretender and seeker after notonety, , 

Pitt claimed that investigation would prove the following po tOts 
to be true about Teed: 

.\ 

/ ." 

"I. He is one of the 'Lo Here's' of these 'last days.' 
"2, That he is onc of those spoken of by Palil, 'who sit in the 

temple of God, setting himself forth that he is God,' 'in other words, an 
.Antichrist. 

"3, That all his pretensions of agreen)ent with you, with your 
doctrines and your purposes, are made with a purpose to deceive you, 
and to serve his Own ends, not yours, or Father Rapp's, or Jesus 
Christ's," 

Henrici's caution protected him from great loss, but his kindness 
toward this "religious" communist society, and the subsequent interest 
of his fellow trustee Duss in the interesting ideas of the new 1fessiah 
were the cause of a great deal of trouble, as we shall see later, Teed 
and the millions of the Harmony Society were much too newsworthy 
and too tasty a dish to be put aside by the press of the time. Again, 
there was a mixture of truth and fiction, Teed wanted to move in on 
the society's property, and the trustees of the society were almost Rer .. 
slIaded, almost, but not quite. 

* * * 
What a grand dream was Topolobampol \Vhat a name! \Vhat a 

planl What a place! \Vhile seeking a suitable terminus on the west 
coast of Mexico for a transcontinental line of a railway, Albert K, 
Owen, a civil engineer, learned that the Indians knew of a large in­
land bay of which tl}e whites had no knowledge. He resolved to solve 
this mystery, After a long journey through tropical wilds, Owen, one 
:;eptember evening, arrived before an Indian fisherman's camp beside 
the water. . 

"l!using." he say~, HI fell asleep,.It might have been near midnight when I was 
a\\akened, The fire was smolder1l1g, The moon had risen above the mountain 
at

d 
had thrown a soft light over the camp. I stole from my blankets and went 

~)ro~gh (he b?shes and l~oked, What. a sight! :What a panorama I There was 
r hUlra :-, an 1I11and sea! If the morl11ng shall discover a deep and safe channel 
rom, thIS mland sea to the Gulf of California. then here,' I said to myself 'is 

tie SI(e for a gr~at metropolitan city, On ihat water, now without a sail ~ilI 
nne day come ships of every nation, On this plain will dwell happy familie's.''' 1 

Owen's continued explorations disclosed all that he had hoped, 
The wate,r he had seen at midnight was an inland bay connected by a 
deep strait, a mile in width, "with a yet more magnificent basin fitly call d . . , 

e .1l1 the Indian tongue Topolobampo _ 'Hidden \Vater' _ sur-
rounded as 't b . , f 

I was y towenng mountaInS 0 porphyry, whose loftiest 
peaks guarded its entrance from the gulf and from Ohuira," -3 Ibid" 456-63, 
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. Topolobampo's agent tried his best to sell Henrici on his mag_ 
nificent plan, and he wanted only $500,000 to keep the dream alive 
down in good old Mexico! Henrici's usual first question was: "Is it a 
religious society?" The answer was recorded in a beautifully written 
dissertation of probably sixty pages, dated at Sewickley, Pennsylvania, 
rV1ay 14-28, 1890, of which only thirty-two pages seem to have sur­
vived. The author must have worked on this tremendous letter about 
·two weeks. Here is the eager attempt to give a positive reply to 
Henrici's basic and fundamental question: 

Mr. Jacob Henrici, I?e~r Sir, . .. . . . 
\Vith your permission I Will state 111 wrItmg, somethmg of the subject to 

which I wished to call your attention, when I called on you the other day. 
\'I/hy I desire to bring th!s matter to your notice, I will. explain further ?n: I 
will just now, say, that With your deep ~ense of the real I.mportance of RelIgion 
in human affairs (in which I am With you) and wlt.h you: well known 
philanthropy, and desire for human welfare, you canno~ faIl, I thmk, to see the 
great value and far reaching effects of the co-operative Colony movement I 
mentioned - when this is explained to you. 

Very properly your first question was "Is it a religious Society?" - Very 
properly, I say, because "aIJ Religion has relation to life, and !he life of .I~eligi'on 
is to do good," to quote the words of a. great author. Without relIgIOn, or 
harmonious relations towards God, involvmg harmony among men, no human 
institution can be of the proper kind, but wiJI e:er tend to their own. destruction. 
To this your question, I would answer that thiS colony movement 111 the State 
of Sinaloa, Mexico - on the Gulf of California, is in one sense First - simply a 
very carefully planned method of Industrial Co-operative organization on the 
very best modes of carrying on the whole .circle of human industrie~, - as farm­
ing, manufactures, Exchange, transportatIon - and every occupatIOn that con­
tributes to human welfare. 

One cannot help but admire the honesty of the man amid all the 
hypocrites that were besieging the society. One can just see him slav­
ing over the gaslight in Sewickley, trying to strike a balance between 
sincerity and the tremendous possibility of getting Santa Claus Henrici 
to give him a check for the greatly desired $500,000, a mere bit of 
paper for the chiliastic communist milIionaire. But there was a saving 
clause in Henrici's faith, viz., unless a communist society was founded 
upon a firm belief in the vicarious atonement of Christ, the Son of 
God, and was built upon a belief in the verbal inspiration of God's 
Holy Word, he did not feel that he had the higher inspiration needed 
to be of assistance. Topolobampo made a brave effort but its wise, yet 
worldly salesman, was just as evasive as Goethe's great Professor 
Dr. Faust,: and as Gretchen knew very well what she was driving ~t 
when she asked that great thinker whether he believed in God, so It 

H .' aye was with Henrici. The record does not show whether ennCl g 
Topolobampo any financial support, but on the basis of our knowledge 
of the man's values it is quite safe to assume that he judged Topolo-

·1 
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b~mpo to be like I<obert Owen's plan in that it. built its house upon 
the wrong foundation. The Topolohalllpo spokesnran, uy the way. 
seems to have sensed Henrici's suspicion of Robert Owen's rational 
approach, for he was careful to explain in his lengthy. and touching 
:lppeal that the founder of the society, Albert K. Owen, of Chester 
Pennsylvania, was "no relative of the late t\\'~ Owe'ns, father and son: 
Robert Owen and I(obert Dale Owen." The very fact that this appeal 
stressed so strongly that the plan was carefully reasoned and worked 
out by a civil engineer, who had traveled extensiyely in both hemi­
spheres, and long engaged in r;!ilroad surveys both in the United States 
:lnd in Mexico, and who was \\'ell kno\\'n in the go\'crnn:ent circles of 
both countries, was damning evidence enollgh : for the very same fame 
surrounded Robert Owen, who had purchased their second town. 
Topolohampo did not face the basic fact that man had fallen from grace 
:lnd would not change until Christ came to make all things new. 
Topo~o~al1lpo was ~ased on reason and should have been a great suc­
cess, If It had contall1ed some safeguard against humans being human. 
It failed soon after Henrici had asked his basic question. Had not 
Luther called reason a great harlot? 

* * * 
While Koreshanity had religion with a touch of science to satisfy 

the new spirit of the times and Topolobampo was highly rational in its 
plan and outlook, 0lombia Commonwealth was the gem of them all. 
'be was a cure-all for the ills of the world and particularly those of 
t1;c Harmony Society. The Olombia Commonwealth was founded in 
~ew York on Sept em her 29, 1879, by Dr .. \I\Tilliam H. Von 
~1\';lrtwqut, president. His letterhead showed the world level on which 
1,1e, \\'~5 operating: "New York, London, Paris, Egypt, Palestine, etc." 

e ran a . . 
C . ullIverslty summer school. Breezemere, at Saybrook Point, 

onnectJcut. On January 12, 1891, he wrote the "Economist Communi­
ty near Pittsburgh, Pa.": 

KnOWing you t b . . 
I'roclamation a~ e mteres~ed 111 a commonwealth movement I send the enclosed 
problem no .d I?ecJaratlOn of Independence No 2 as the solution of the great 

w agitating the world. 

ly is~~ ':b~~y joweh. which absorbs all the time, talents and worship of humani­
tHabJishment ~f ~h W R.h has for 1800 years been the means of defeating the 
O\·trthrow POwers ae m~dC!m?~ Heaven on earth; and at Christ's coming to 
rOoI the ax will b t~ prmclpahh.es, the money power will be the first at whose 
part or lot. e aid for the Kmgdom of God on Earth Mammon has neither 

2 Thes. 2'2 "A th d '" 
tXcept ... that" s .e ay of ChrIst IS at hand ... and that day shall not come 
~r all Evil' wh

man 
of SIn (Mammon) be revealed, the son of perdition 'The root 

, 0 0pposeth and exalteth himself above all that is cal1~d God, so 

@¥tfl .'it 
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During The Presidential Oampaign of 1892. 
A NEW FEATURE 

Will Enter The Field Called 

THE OLOMBIA ONE-PLANK PLATFORM, 
'Which Single Plank Is to Change th~ Name or tile U. S. A. to 

.~ ?®fue ®I0F8Bi<:l (g0R?R?0Bwe<:lItf? ~._ 
. .. W' h Tl 01 bi One.Pl.:nk Bot.h Independent of, and In Combmahon It 18 om a, . "-

Platform, anc.l, not Limited in time to the Presidential Campaign, is the {ollow-mg. 

'.L 
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th t as God he sitteth in the Temple of God," and whom as money changers in 
a tcmple Jesus drove out. 

the The g~eat battle between 1I1ichael and the Dragon will be over money. which 
halllc, in the spirit, is a!ready befllln. am! the :lut?-.money Proclamation is the 
' teriaIization of what IS now gUlllg on 111 the !'Plrlt, and they who are of the 

Jl1~rit will henceforth usc their money only as ~Io;;es used the serpent in the 
~~·i\derness to defe~t l.he serpents curse. Vvill you kindly communicate with me 
\ d ·cnd any publIcatIons you lllay have. all ' 

Von Swartwout's attention was first drawn to Economy hy the 
war within its confines which had been so extensively reported to the 
world. His first intention was to win them oyer to his political and 
ecollomic plans for world reorganization. so let us first look into what 
("all be said about this forgotten one-time candidate for the presidency 
of the United States. Certainly he was the most original of the many 
who claimed ownership to the Harmony Society millions, for he was 
the disco\'erer of "Truthology," the "Science of Sciences: Knowledge 
nf the Truth." 

It appears that Dr. VOli Swartwout was an American of German 
descent, but he was always careful to state in his publications that his 
"ancestral line elates in America before 1640." Be that as it may, he 
was a kind of forerunner of the late \Vendell WiIlkie. In fact, I have 
often wondered whether \Villkie might not have been influenced by 
him when he wrote his hest seller, One World, because Dr. VOIl 

~wartwout, it should be known. was another American who not only 
hl'lieved in One VV-orld but who W<lS actually the founder of the New 
Columbia United State Of The Vv·orld. Oil his banners and devices 
this name was usual1y expressed by the letters N.C.U.S.\V. and by 
th(' title "The Olomhia Commonwealth." Olombia was Dr. Swart­
WOllt's abhreviation for "One \\Torld." 

The New Columbia United State Of The \Vorld, or Olombia, 
was founded by Dr. Swartwout in New York City on September 29, 
Illi9. The doctor reasoned thus: the world has had its Stone Age, Iron 
:\ge, its Age of Gold, Age of Reason; and now we are in The Truth 
;\ge. whose Spiritual Enlightenment comes under the head of Truth­
"logy. The doctor coined this word "to convey to the most ordinary 
mind that which I wish to express in a word." "Theology is man's 
theory concerning God and godliness; Truthology is positive know 1-
('dge and experience of them." Students of Truthology and Olombia 
J.ecallle known as Truthologists or Truthists. Olombia was ~lso a new 
Word with an esoteric or spiritual signification. 

o "The Truth is come" proclaimed the first banner of Swartwout's 
ne World, and the birth of this new state was not without poetic re-
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. THE NEW DEPARTURE IN· POLITICS. 

VVllrlrIA1Vl ~ VON.$\VARTWOUT. 
PRESIDENT 

.. We live to hail the season 
By girW minds foretold, 

When man shall live by reason 
And not alone by gold: 

Wh~n man to man's united, 
And evel'Y wrong thing's righted 

As Eden was of old." 

READ AND SIGN THE 

OLOMBIA 

....:::::: 

Declaration of Independence, 
WHICH IS A DIRECT VOTE 

AND MEANS 
FREE LAND, FREE MATERIAL, FREE RAILROADS, 

AND FREE USE OF ALL THE PRODUCTS OF 
THE EARTH! _ 

r 
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. 'cI'ng as is seen froIll the followinQ' songs of the new movement: )01 ~ _, '" 

Joy to the world - The Tn/th Is Come! 
The only la'wfllt King; 
Let every heart pl'epare it "OOIn, 

Al1d let all ?%attlre sing. 

Joy to the earth! The Truth now reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 

While fields, and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat tlze sounding jo'y. 

No 1110re let Af a IlL 11/0 II' s error grow, 
Nor tl101'11S infest the ground; 
For Tn/tlz will 1I1a!.'e its blessing flow 
To eat,tlz's remotest bound. 

Oft then acce /'t these brilliant rays, 
And may all nations see 
W'ith exultation, joy, and praise, 
The Truth has made them Free! 

The other song sings out to the entire world the praise of the 
nell' banner: 

They who ullfll1'led this glorious Banner 
Say it shall,wave a that/sand years! 
A t/tousand years f01' thee, Ol0111b£a: 
'Tis the glad day so long foretold; 
'Tis tite glad mont whose radient [sic] glory 
Prophets fOl'esaw in the days of old! 

Dr. Swartwout told his audience that the Truth, whose resurrec­
tion from the dead has long been looked forward to, and anticipated 
;'5 the deliverer of the world from evil, "is now made comprehensible, 
l:,ngible, and practical under the name Olombia, within whose Uni­
\:rrsity Course of Instruction, Emancipation Proclamation, Declara­
hr'n of Independence, and New Order of Builders are contained all the 
~l:rIUisi.tes for the salvation of humanity, and for the establishment of 
~.e ~!J!lennium on earth." The printed plans and materials which 
. lI'artwout distributed extensively are too lengthy, although most in-

81 
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p::Ef.E'LSEUS 
After his herculean task of beheading :r.I!!~usa or M;,mmo~~ 
'tJ the sword of TRUTH rides the whIte horse egas

1 
W
t 

~ 11phantlY on to liberate Andromeda (woma.n) from }t Ie 
nun '1 h 1IA' Y power las .}' and the devourer to wIne 1 t e .'Lone c It\tllS, 

enslayed her' for the past 6,000 ye~rs. 

l 
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(cresting, to be given here in entirety, but to appreciat.e the basis of his 
cbilllS to all of the Harmony Society we must read his' 

THE JUBILEE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION: 
AND 

DECLARA TION OF INDEPENDENCE 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE OLOMBIA COMMONWEALTH, 

NEW ORDER OF BUILDERS AND UNIVERSITY, 
I William Henry Von Swartwout, by authority vested in me, as President of 
i e ~ew Columbia United State of the World, or Olombia, do hereby declare-

11"1 That all persons were originally endowed by Nature with certain unde-
'abl~ Right~; that amongst these were a birthright inheritance in, a Free 

mi<tence upon, and a Free use of The Land with all its productions: 
ex. 2. That, through the .sub~lety . of Money ~lan~in? has been lured into the 
follr of bartering away thIs blrthnght, and WIth It liberty, free moral agency 
1mi happiness: 
, 3. That. the signing of deed or mortgage, the paying of rent or taxes, ex-
rept under protest, the holding of office, voting under, or in any way indorsing 
Ihe flres~nt lI!oney ~ystem, are equh'alent to the signing of quit-claim to one's 
natural mhentance In the Earth: 

4. That, the first individual who is "righteous" through a rememberance 
~f his rights and lays claim to them by Divine Law and Constitutional pro­
redure, becomes the first fruit of them of wllOm it is written: "The Righteous 
<hall inherit The Land ," and in consideration of the fact that the establishment 
and recognition of one individual in his rights will be a precedent in the 
mtoration of all to their natural inheritance. I have founded Olombia, under 
'.he Peace Flag of which I make stich precedellt and take my rights for the 
;ourl'0,e of drawing to a focus all the scattered efforts and forces of Organiza­
::nn and of discontented humanity; declaring-

5. That, never having voted, held office under, or ever acknowledged the 
validity of any government save that of The Olombia United State Of The 
\\'orle! No-Money Commonwealth; never having acquiesced in any act of 
:,~i;lation, or sanctioned allY laws which assume the right to sell or give legal 
l;t!c 10 the land. never liKe Esau, haying sold, bartered, deeded, legislated or 
\'''ted away my birth-Right. therefore I Am Right-eous and inherit the Land; 
.::ri do by both legal and divine right pronounce invalid and worthless every deed 
.oti title to, and every mortgage on the Land which I have never by Vote or 
';!lil-c1aim signed away; - and I hereby proclaim and declare: 
. 6, That All The Land upon the planet Is Mine, with all its natural produc­

I'''n; of ores, vegetation and animal life; and that all Buildings, Railroads, Tele­
"'111h" all manufactured articles, etc., erected, laid or constructed upon My 
I::nund, and made of My material, Are Mine; - all of which are by this decree, 
":mtcd of any money value, and held for the free occupation, free transportation 
'"hd. /rrc use of the whole people in the Universal Commonwealth of Olombia -
." Ich No-Money system will go into general effect on a day hereafter to be 
<r.nounced: , t That Money is hereby declared, not a representative of value, but a re­
,';'t C,$ tyrant that enslaves all - both him that hath and him that hath it not. 
~ ,"ui the ,People, have the right and power to emancipate yourselves from it by 
r:';c amahhn, or by signing the Olombia Declaration of Independence without 
';;"~f tJ t. e p.olls to vote for representatives to act for you, or waiting for any 
<'tl' , eglsJatJon under the old systems, by which you are used as props and 
:'~o(';;lIIg stones to political corruption and entraped into voting away your 
~~a~it; the greatest crime you can commit against yourself, God and 

.ill ~:m M?ney out of existence, and the producers, Nature, Labor and Genius 
!I\ _tx.r/Xlst,. unhampered by competition, speculation and capitalistic control. 

I Ion WIll settle the question of Labor and Capital. and all the great prob-
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lems now pressing the people, and without impoverishing anyone. It is the Only 
'Yay Out, and the answer to the prayer, "Thy Kingdom Come, They 'Vill be 
done on Earth as in Heaven." where stocks. bonds anct money are not current 

The Truth is 7l'!lW c01lle 10 //laRe all //.('(' .. therefore in the Spirit of L~\'e 
and Truth, and in the name of Olombia, the New Dispensation, and the People 
I hereby take possession of the whole Earth - declaring it Free, and planting 
thereon the N.C.U.S.'Y. or O!ombia Peace Flag and Banner, - federating all 
nations of the \Yorld in one grand universal brotherhood - and abolishing all 
money, barter and trade. ~ub!'tituting a systel11 of Free Produrtion and Frc't 
Supply; - also declaring all inhabitants of the planet. who subscribe to this. frec 
Citizens of The New Columbia United State of the World. or O!ombia. 

As I know no greater power than Love and Truth, which are the manifesta. 
tion of God in man, and which is more or less developed in every individual' 
and knowing no greater expression of it than in the establishment of this true' 
Universal Commonwealth, I therefore declare all Money Governments dissolveu' 
and proclaim Olombia established on Earth . 
In Testimony Whereof, I hereunto set my name and affix The Seal of the New 

Columbia United State of the World. 
Done in London this 24th day of December, 1886, being Olombia Day. ReYisro 

Condensed, and Re·issued in New York City, Sept. 28th, 1890, and in 1892' 
William H. Von Swartwout, President . 

and Founcler of the New Columhia University Society and New Order of Builrl, 
ers, New York, London. Paris, Egypt. Palestine, etc. 

On the basis of this proclamation and declaration, he presented a 
new departure in politics during the presidential campaign of 1892 lly 
entering the field with The Olombia One-Plank Platform, which 
single plank was to change the name of the United Statcs of Al1;crica 
to the Olombia Commonwealth. 

To make the change from a competitive system to a one-worltl 
commonwealth take place without confusion, Swartwout had founded 
an industrial and managing organization called The Olombia Ordn 
Of Builders. The branches and suborders of this group would tak" 
upon themselves the management and operation of the commonwealth 
sources of supply, of its land, buildings, storages, manufactories, farm, 
ing, means of transportation, etc. Each individual was to "gravitate" 1(1 

the order to which inclination or adaptahility might draw him, suhjcr! 
to change as the necessity demanded. Until such time as machincry 
and science would reduce the necessity the following scale for work \\'~~ 
set up: 

Six hours wiII be a Commonwealth Working Day 
Five days will be a Commonwealth Working vVeek 
Twenty days will be a Commonwealth \Vorking 'Month 
Ten Months wiII be a Commonwealth 'Working Year. . 

Twenty-nine years W<JS to be the Commonwealth \;Vorking Lilll1t. 

Public service would begin at the age of twenty-one and would end ".: 
forty-nine, "the fiftieth birthday beginning' every individual's J ubilc::

I
. 

Thc entering into such service 'wonld hestow Olomhia citizenship \\,1< • 

r 
I I'Ji.l KOf{I-;S IIAN ITY, TOI'OI.OBA.\lI'O, 01 

.O~IHIA 

an undivided, untaxed, and untrammeled interest I'll tl I 1 
· l' d' . le IV 10 e earth, 

\\'1lh al Its pro 11ctlons, ,lI1d a nght to 'ill tl1'lt- '." I . 1 f 
. . . " I::; <. eSlrec or the 

liJ:lllltenance of lIfe, health, hlJerty, de\'elo!)l11cnt c It' . .1 

d . , 11 ure. ,lllu pleasure 
\I'~t\1out money an WIthout price. -, 

Dr. Von Swartwout did not liI'e to lnv I' _ . 
,. '. " ellS 1110vement called a 

rclorlllatlOn, for to hIlll It was to be a grar d 'r' f . 
. I'd ' ,} 1 ans ormatIon Thc 

:r:111510rl11 canc 1 ate. of Course, had his folio T' TIl : 
· . ". \\ lng, all( t le press the! not 
1"110re hl111. The lJc7ilv ill IITUr alld "1 11/cr' f 'J 
,.. '.' ~ . " leal1 0 J\ anchester, New 
II:lIIlpslme, at an earlIer date had already d 1 

· . 1 . '11" ." .'" urge peop e to hear his 
\l1J) I IUC, llg 1 Y enteltallllng, and II1strllctive Ie t IJ . 

. .' b 1'· .. c ures.-~ere, the l1fzrrur 
,J/ld .1 ,1Ic/lea1l e le\ ed. \\-.IS a man who I " 1 d. 

_ , '. '. J .. one JOlln would reach the 
gl)al to\\ard whIch ,til self-apPolllted !lln'sicians f tl b' I . , 

. . 1 t . - 0 le O( y polItIc were 
at't'plllg IJ1C 1 )y Il1ch. He outdid the Fa - .' All' 
, . t' ' l111el S lances and Henry l,('orge socle les. 

Thrre is a directness and po<itivcl1ess ~h t I . I · I tl I . . " u au 11m t1at other f I : ... Jan11S 115, an lIS SU111mary way of b. . I . . re ormers ack and 
T.·r (If wasting time ant! enc'rgy in dis~I~I~~i;~ng troublef ~ehghts us. \Vhat is the 
'''i,ital: Why \\'orry ahout thc Go\.nr . t g t 1e can bcts between labor and 

. lb' ~ 11111(;'11 and wear our< I . ,:,:n:'a:gns. \\'len y IllS unique and 0 " I . .e ves out In political 
.,1rJHg~d without it and with all therJgltda jJl~l1 everytllIng can be satisfactorily 
" that some011e has' not thought of Ill' 11101 crn I

b
l11 proyements. Really the wonder 

s sc 1cme dore. 

As the American people in 1940 re' e t d \ T • 

j.n·sirlency, only to witness tI bl' ! c e :' el1d~l~ WIllkie for the 
· le su Imatron of hiS pOl1t I b' . . 

h:~ hook, Olle HI arid I A '. Ica am Itlons 111 
. • so t lC menca ns 111 tIle C" . ' f 
"'CICci the '1 - ,·l11p,l1gn 0 1892 re-. man W 10 wanted to b' I 
!:!:,kc them free. r1l1g t lem The Truth which would 

~OOll after this ca n', I 
;!.'l1t 011(;' of the IPan' I PI algn .c o~ecl, tl:e rejected One V%rlder heard 
01 • ., Y awsmts In which tl H S . 
.. ,I·n JI1\'oJ\'ed It le armony oClety was 

· . . was generally known b th' t' I 
::11111/]11, were 1. t 1 Y IS Ime t l:1t the Economy . auou to )e lie . I tId 
'~!'('p". <:ngaged' d f d' 1l11

( a e( ,an a gold rush was on Vv'hile 
• , 111 e en II1g h' 1 l' 1 . 

;-:('I,(,'rll' the I t I' IS ega tit e to the Harmony Society 
, . a er lelr of til, '11' 

:1·('f·i\'(·t!lhe foIl' . ese 1111 Ions One day in February 1893 
.\ OW1l10' amazlIlg 1 tt f .. ;': Iq/,crs that b • e er rom Dr. Swartwout: "I see I;). 

, you are 111 legal ]'. 
:::~ to confiscate tl comp lcntIons, and that the state is try-
I J'''l.· le property By tl I d :.'( .lr:Jtlon of I d . le enc ose proclamation and 
.. n ependence et '11 
.. rr'l1(JI1l\' "'itll II tl ,c. you WI see that I am the Owner of 
: '. . a 1e rest of th I . 
t \"'dhng that I I 1 . e eart 1, and I wnte to ask if YOll would 

;:~II>(Tty. & if S 10? d raIse the Olombia Flag over the Com111 't 
"th you Wll! lIse ' fl um v 

~rs to it? yo' your 111 uence to secure the consent of th~ 
urs In Love & T th \Xl . ru . 'v111 H. Von Swartwout P 0 



86 
KARL J. R. ARNDT 

JANUAll,y 

. p S This will hring Harmony to you &: 
B 248 New York City. . ~ . " 

o,x . d is the only ~('ay Ol/t. , 
all the 'World besIdes, an 1 tIle was writing to a man Who 

t d'd not know t 1a 
Dr. Swartwou lId tl best legal talent of the United 

. and who 1a le . 
believed 111 money 1 1 called at Economy 111 person. 

.' 1 Altboug 1 le' ) 
States 111 hIS emp oy. . d over the town that George happ 

01 b' 'as never raise 
the Hag of om.m VI • t Swartwout had about as good a 
and his Harm0111Sts had b~l~/:hO actually did obtain it by legal 
claim to the property as t 0 

, machinations. 

j' 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

S 
Madison. A Biograph),. By l{ALPH KETCHAM. (New York: laJlle _ _ , , 

The ~Jac\llillan Company, 19/1. Pp. 6/1. IlIustratlO,ns, selected bIb-
liography, source notes, index. $17.50.) 

, Dr. Ralph Ketcham, author of this excellent biography of James 
~Iadison, has made use of the "immense an!Oullt". of 11.ew material 
railable in the last thirty years about the fourth presIdent of the 

~'nited States. Professor of American Studies at Syracuse University, 
Dr. Ketcham has edited several books on Benjamin Fral~kIin, been 
',.;soriate editor of Volumes 5 and 6 of the Papers of Benjamin Fran/~­
ii:, (Yale University), and has edited Voluilles 1 and 2 of the Papers 
(If Jalll es M adiso1/. (University of Chicago). , 

lames IVfadison is often o\'crshadowcd by his three predecessors. 
Casu'al readers may remember his being called "the Father of the COI1-
,titution" or may have mentally pigeonholed him as president of the 
l'nitcd States during the ,\Var of 1812 wben the White House and 
Capitol were burned by British troops. Readers may remember him 
J, "that man" who keeps popping up in early American history 
wherc\'er the action is, {rom the Stamp Act to the first rumbles of 
nullification, to Clay, Calhoun, '\Vebster, and General \Vinfield Scott. 

lJut today, Madison's life is far from being obscure. Dr. Ketcham 
,:ates that "Madison has become one about whom information is now 
"1'l'ressively abundant .... I have envied Cy Syrett, who was able to 
:rnmk while editing The Papers of Alexander Hamilton, that he had 
("nsiuered dedicating llis volumes 'to Aaron Burr who made com­
;,lclion of this task possible.' " 

Two lIIadisons emerge from this lengthy, fascinating book. The 
:;r>l is ~ladison the Virginian, sustained by roots deep in Virginia 
: :'It'ry. for he belonged to the fifth generation of his family in the 
(<,It'IIY· As a member of a large and closely knit family with a huge 
~"\lSil\ship, he had a sense of belonging. A major portion of his eighty­
::Vt years was spent in the Piedmont region. His years at Princeton 
"1>0 added an important dimension to his life, for it was here that he 
'-,:an his lifelong devotion to constitutional law. 

~!adison the Virginian, always devoted to his home state, matured 
:nt~ the second Madison, the statesman, still the Virginian, yet always 
~,~'ng that his home state was only one part of the young United 
;;,'tes and that the young states were only a small part of a big world. 
::~ was a close friend of all the great men who founded the new coun­
;/p- :specially of Jefferson from 1779 to, 1826. After his apprentice­
' .. Wlthth C 

e ommittee of Safety of Orange County in 1774, he went 
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