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Captain Elwin E. Damkohler was born in
Shelbyville, Missouri on May 18, 1878 according
to the family bible. His father, Gustave, was a
native of Berlin, Germany who came to this
country by way of Australia. He met Elwin’s
mother, Alma, in Missouri where they were
married and lived for a few years. '

Looking for greener pastures, the Damkohler
family booked passage on a small auxiliary
schooner, the Lizy Henderson, out of New
Orleans bound for Key West. Due to a perishable
cargo, they passed Punta Rassa and went to
Key West, retuming to their destination on April
3, 1882. This date and location is where this
book begins.

Captain Damkohler has had a long and inter-
esting life. From panning gold for three years in
Alaska to growing coconut palms near Punta

Rassa, his activities cover almost anything one

can mention.

He met his wife, Mary Mayton, while working
in Quincy, Florida. Later they moved to Fort
Myers.

Captain E.E. Damkohler was the second man
to guide sports fishermen in Lee County. His
headquarters were based at Punta Rassa. His
outfit was a row boat. His daily charge was
$2.50. And as the Captain says - there were
more fish than he has ever seen before or since,
anywhere in the world!



