Estero, Past and Present

STERO is situated on Estero River, a small
tidewater stream, at the point where it is
spanned by the- Fort Myers-Naples Road, and
some sixteen miles south of the county seat. The
name is of Spanish derivation, being a term fre-
quently applied to tidewater streams, and is
doubtless of similar origin as the word estuary,
signifying an arm of the sea.
The history of Estero as a settlement dates

KORESHAN UNITY STORE

back to the winter of 1893-94, when some thirty
people—members of the Koreshan Unity, a relig-
ious colony founded by Dr. Cyrus R. Teed in
Chicago, Ill.—located here and began the clear-
ing of a large tract of land. The following win-
ter came the memorable “big freeze,” which dev-
astated most of the citrus groves north of Lee







